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Farmers’ awareness-cum-training programme on
summer sorg hum organized in Tamil Nadu

A farmers’ awareness-cum-training programme was
organized with the help of AICSIP, Kovnpatu under tribal sub

plan (TSP) on 14th March, 2014 at the premises of RVS-
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Urmelalagian, Tenkasi (Taluk) of
Tirunelveli district in Tamil Nadu by Directorate of Sorghum
Research (DSR), Hyderabad. Since, sorghum cultivation is
new endeavor in the area; the main objective of the
programme was to create awareness before start of the
season and build-up confidence to adopt improved sorghum
production technologies for increasing profitability and socio
-economic upliftment of the tribal farmers. More than 200
farmers from Tirunelveli, Madurai and Virudhunagar districts
of Tamil Nadu including DSR scientists and officials from the
state agriculture department attended the programme. Dr.
D. Jawahar, Officer in-charge, Agricultural Research Station,
Tamil Nadu Agriculture University (TNAU), Kovilpatti

Hyderabad n Solapur o Warangal
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HAKR dRRI

dfficeng & e SR W PWh ARG
UTRITOT HTdehal :5aR AT RS, ¥exrarg &
gRT AT 30 oA (Sruadr) & 3iadd
HAHAT3U, Hifdedice & FeAn d dffeag
fasadel ot & sHaredla @ # Bya 3mdrea.
PN OeTa &g & gRE A 14 AT, 2014 T Th PG
SERAT T UiAeTor FIdhA & IS fhar 3w |
i 30 &F A SARk T Wl Uh JI7 A &, 37d: 36
HIAhA BN HET 3T AT Puehi & HAUGA H
gfg wd 3a% AfEne scua & fow Atga &
URY @ @ d 3eid SAR 3cUled Glafafesai ar
HUATA ®G 3AH AT™DA IAT ard Yar ot o1 |
fasadel, At qur ey & @ 200 @ M@
FuH, FAMeT & dfAw auwr sy FA Qe &
HRGINGT F 3 drpA A Hor o | 2 I @
uréle, fAcerh, San3efd. & g 3R careda 8
BIRABH B YHRA g3, THA S SO Scured
grfafedl & &fAdT W Heg-add A AR F
gy & SABE vera & |

W SaR &g, AR F gler v For a9
PYL PR WX SETRDHAT d URNETOT HIAhHA :
@ SaR &g, WX A 5 AT 2014 B Gy e
& Pyl & fou glar FFEA TIETUT 9UT Ppud HAHT
QX SATEDAT I GRIGTOT HAHA I ST fhar am=m
| IE HrdhA T fREA JUT pus AT TI&TOT
ufeRor, a8 ool & gRT yrAfed o1 | 3. A
Teldlad, 3. & T ST JUT . YHIAY TH UTSUHHA
& FAcaIS & | 3H HIAGA A AR & 3EITH b
el | Hol 50 WAL J s fom |

SAR/®eeadl I Hes Wi giafafedi o (2)
URIGTOT BRihA : aR Igaue g a sf=du
RS & HAIT Y Yo JTUT FAFAY b PUDl &
fIT haRM: 13-14 TA 19-20 AT 2014 B FAR/PBGe=)]
@I Fers ITIT dgifafed R & Gadg,ar -
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ufeTor HIAhAT HT RS fRaT | sf. &t gAY g,
uregmA fAdeds, s A d SR f Jpd men
aRATSE, 3EE HOT IgHEl dUT s gHEl W
Reraelihd Ueqd fhaT | WHAT. A & gRI
Feal & FFAw Serse @i uardf 8@ faftes oo
geTa &7 AR &1 veela foRar o |

AR # FaR/FG= # Ferd 3T glafifFal )
eI SRR - . o & o, @gems, san.3m.@,
feTaG & Agca A ke @ 3. o wH @, 8
3R AR A9d dUT 8. Holbddx dfadl & g o &
faetr FErfagre™, affiearg i g & g 13
AT 2014 B FN FA@AGT™, AY A TR/ PG P
Ferd IWIT Frfafesdl R ™S TET wRImer J
sgrar form | 3. F @ udld A Ied SO’ 3cuied
gNfafeRdl dur AeTadd W HUR ATEIIE U
T | 30 FHAHA F IRH Feeall & HAeIdddd W
IS UeQlel & Sgred & Ay I |

At R FqA g1 [ va @ A”WEN & w
A PEHR Ig0T : A U RRQew [T F 06 AT 2014
FI Aceme # faa v o 3IR¥E & §U FH AITAR
TR0 AT | SGIv GRAR 3AFT gTfad @ avar & |

ARG : N & TS, FEIR WRIAAD JRAFY FAT
AN & F areipwn, dhad HAFT A¥affar w31
A 2014 B FARMET H Fadt d BAga guo |
1agerera gl JfRRal & Geerel Ud FaE Sfided @l
PIHAT PRAT & /1

TAATROT: 4 Ffey g Borsht, akg R vd
HIYBRT BT HArT T PN IFTEA HEAR, TEUdTG
# TAATIOT & &A1 IR | AgHER 3% fAceme | 15
TR, 2014 B FRNR FH ThAT T | FSUTerT 378
grfeter e dar & 1

KICiSCH

=t Fftar &gy, vt denfas JRE, saviafd
AT, AT WHR o Awem & Sauiar@rdr s
& Rutver @ gurferd 39au#As Iiw & A fiea s g
AT ARGH W T URATSET A Folle & 3
AT, 2014 & AT @1 S fFaT |

3. FARM FAR

welcomed all the participants and gave orientation about
sorghum cultivation and aim of the programme. The
programme was started with a key note address by Dr. JV
Patil, Director, DSR, Hyderabad in which he highlighted
potential of sorghum production technologies and scope of
value addition. Sh. K. Sounderarajan, Additional Director of
Agriculture, Sh. Thiru P. Rex, Deputy Director of Agriculture,
Sh. K. Krishnakumar, Agriculture Officer, Drs. D. Jawahar,
R. Shankarpandian, Officer in-charge, Smt. P. Anandhi,
AICSIP, Kovilpatti, Drs. JS Mishra, RR Chapke and
Kalaisek har, DSR were among the experts.

The experts explained the importance, need and economic
sustainability of sorghum cultivation in their area to the
farmers. They were made aware and trained on sorghum
cultivation in rice-fallows, latest improved production
technologies, and plant protection measures by Drs. JS
Mishra, RR Chapke and Kalaisekhar, respectively. Dr. R.
Shankarpandian narrated about availability of suitable
sorghum technologies and its scope for further
development in that area. It was followed by scientists-
farmers interactions where the farmers could clarify their
doubts. They expressed various constraints in sorghum
cultivation mainly non-availability of seeds of the improved
cultivars in the local markets and improved practices. They
showed keen interest in sorghum cultivation with latest
technologies and expressed curiosity to know more about
preparation of sorghum food products. They wish to grow
improved sorghum cultivars and required supply of seed of
latest cultivars. A few sorghum food products were
displayed through a small exhibition and relevant
literatures on sorghum in local language were also
distributed for their further use. The farmers visited
exhibition stall and enquired about preparation of different
sorghum food products and its marketing.

Awareness cum training programme on “Plant
Variety Protection and Farmers Rights” at CRS
(DSR), Solapur.

A training programme on “Awareness cum Training

Programme on “Plant Variety Protection and Farmers
Rights” was organized exclusively for farmers of Solapur

District at Centre on Rabi Sorghum (DSR), Solapur on 5th
March 2014. The training programme was sponsored by
PPV&FR Authority, New Delhi and the Course Coordinators
were Dr. M Elangovan, Dr. VA Tonapi and Dr. Prabhakar. A
total of 50 farmers and farm women from Ule, Ekruk and
Kasegaon villages of North Solapur Taluk of Solapur District
attended the programme. Dr. Shashidhar Reddy and Shri
PV Rajappa of CRS (DSR), Solapur arranged the visit of
farmers for the training programme from the above
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villages.

Professor Bhanavase, Soil Scientist, ZARS, PMKYV, Solapur
was the Chief Guest. Dr. Prabhakar, welcomed the Chief
Guest and participant farmers/farm women and briefed on
the research activities of the Centre. Professor Bhanavase
in his address gave a brief account on protection of farmer’s
varieties in sorghum. He also gave a detailed account on the
latest packages of practices for sorghum cultivation and
easy ways of adoption of technologies developed by
Agricultural institutions at farmer levels.

Dr. Avinash Karjule, Associate Professor, Department of
Seed Technology, MPKV, Rahuri presented a detailed
account in Marathi on Protection of Plant Varieties &
Farmers’ Right, Act, 2001, new seed legislation and its
implications in Marathi. Dr. Balwanth Mundhe of MPKYV,
Rahuri gave a brief account on documentation of IP assets
in national agricultural research system in India and filling
up of applications for protection of plant varieties. The Chief
Guest and participants were explained on the improved
cultivars of sorghum and sorghum food products exhibited
in the museum of CRS (DSR), Solapur by Drs. Prabhakar and
Shashidhar Reddy. In the end, Certificates of articipation
were distributed to all the participants. Dr. MY Samdur,
Principal Scientist proposed vote of thanks.

Training Programmes on  “Post Harvest

Technologies of Sorghum/ Millets”

Directorate of Sorghum Research organized a two-day
training programme entitled “Post Harvest Technologies of
Sorghum/ Millets” during 13-14 March, 2014, for the

Andhra Pradesh farmers and during 19-20 March, 2014 for
Maharashtra farmers under INSIMP project. 20 participants
from different districts participated in each programme. Dr
B Dayakar Rao, Course Director, DSR presented the
overview of sorghum value chain project and experiences
and its impact. Demonstration and operation of primary
processing equipment was done by Mr. Thomas Nicodemus.
The NAIP team at DSR including Mrs. Vishala Devender,
Mrs. Kavitha and other team members demonstrated the
preparation of recipes from ‘eatrite’ sorghum food products.

National Workshop on “Postharvest technologies in

millets” at Madurai.

Under leadership of Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR, Hyderabad, a
team of DSR scientists namely, Drs. JS Mishra, RR Chapke
and Kalaisekhar participated in a national workshop on
“Postharvest technologies in millets” organized by College of
Home Science, Tamilnadu Agriculture University (TNAU) at
College of Agriculture, Madurai on 13th March, 2014. Dr. JV
Patil delivered a key note address on improved sorghum
production technologies and value-addition. The programme
was started with inauguration of a exhibition on millets’
value-addition in the presence of Drs. (Smt) Neelam Grewal,

Director, DRWA, Bubaneshwar, JV Patil, Director, DSR,
Ravindran, Registrar, Chunnuswamy, Dean, College of
Agriculture, Smt. Parvathi, Head, Home Science and
Extension, TNAU and officials from state agriculture
department.

Sh. Narasimha Murty joined as FAO

Sh. A. Narasimha Murty, Finance & Accounts
Officer has joined this Directorate on 06
March, 2014 and assumed the charge of
FAO. DSR Family welcomes him. His e-mail
id is: sfao@sorghum.res.in.

Superannuation

Sh. D Rama Raju, Assistant Administrative Officer and Sh.
TJ Balakrishnan, Technical Officer, who served the institute
in the capacity of various administrative and technical
positions, superannuated on 31 March, 2014. Mementoes
from staff recreation club were presented by Dr. SS Rao,
Principal Scientist. Staff of DSR wishes them a very happy
and healthy retired life.

Transfer

Sh. ZH Khilji, Senior Finance & Accounts Officer has been
transferred to CRIDA, Hyderabad. He was relieved from
DSR on 15 February, 2014.

Visitors
Dr Sangjta Kasture, Principal scientific officer, DBT, Govt of
India, visited DSR on 3 March, 2014 to review the ongoing

W~

work of DBT funded project- Development of low lignin and
high biomass sorghums at DSR.

M.Sc (Ag) Students from Bapatla

The students of M.Sc (Ag -Entomology) from agricultural
college, Bapatla, Acharya NG Ranga Agricultural University
visited Directorate of Sorghum Research on 12 March,
2014 on a part of our educational tour to Hyderabad. The
students were acquainted with different research
programmes of lab and field activities. They also visited
biotechnology, entomology and food processing
laboratories and interacted with the respective scientists.
Dr. V.R. Bhagwat and Dr. B. Subbarayudu coordinated this
event.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Participatedin Type Venue Dates
No Official
1 | JV Patil, JS Mishra, | National workshop on “Post-harvest W Agri. College, 13 Mar,
RR Chapke & technologiesin millets” Madurai 2014
A Kalaisekar
2 | A Kalaisekar & Workshop on “Leveraging mobile W DOR, Hyderabad | 18 Mair,
JS Mishra phone technology for reaching the 2014
farmers”
3 | Prabhakar, Inception workshop of the second W ICRISAT, 18-20,
HS Talwar & phase of “Improving post-rainy sor- Patancheru Mar,
R Madhusudhana | ghum varieties to meet the growing 2014
grain and fodder demand in India”
under ACIAR project.
4 | JS Mishraand Meeting of TOLIC Hyderabad- M CRIUM, 26 Mar,
Mahesh Kumar Secunderabad (Central Govt. Offices) Hyderabad 2014
Organised by CRIDA,
Hyderabad

Thought for the month

Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.

-Anthony J. D'Angelo
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