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Brown-top millet

(Brachiariaramosa (L .) Stapf;
Panicum ramosum L .

Common name: Dixie signal grass,
Korale (Kannada), @ Andu korralu
(Telugu)

Brown-top millet is grown in rocky,
shallow andmediumsoilsfromsealevel
up to 2500 m. It is adaptable to almost
al upland soil, but does not grow well
in water-restricted, drought conditions.
It cannot survive in temperature less
than 11 °C. This millet seed is grown
in avariety of soils and climates. Like
other millets, itisahardy crop and well
suited for dryland.

Brown-top millet, today, has a
limited cultivation, largely confined
to Telangana, remote parts of Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka states in
southernindia. It appearsto havebeena
major staple crop inthelate pre-history
of the wider region of the Deccan

peninsula of India. Outside of India, it
IS grown in some parts of the USA as
a fodder crop, largely to provide food
for game birds, and was introduced
from India around 1915. Brown-top
millet is high in nutrition and has
high energy content; 100 grams of it
contains 338 Kcal of energy, 71.32 g
of carbohydrate, 8.98 g of protein, and
1.89 g of fat. It contains 10.8% of
moisture. Consumption of brown-
top millet can help in the prevention
and management of several non-
communicable or lifestyle related
diseases such as constipation,
diverticulosis, dydipidemia and
metabolic syndrome.

Improved variety

State Variety
No

Karnataka Hagari Brown top millet
-2 (HBr-2)

Planting time

Brown-top millet can be planted from
mid-April to mid-August in most
locations, though later plantings may
result in lower yields.

Seed rate and planting

The seed rate for brown-top millet will
depend upon both the variety and the
seeding method. For sowing in rows,

3-5 kg/ha (1.5-2.0 kg/acre) seeds are
sufficient. Seeds should be covered
superficially in a firm seed bed. This
method is recommended for a better
yield. Seeds get germinate by the fifth
day of sowing.

|nter cropping

The species commonly planted in
inter-cropping with brown-top are
sunflowers, corn, sorghum, soybean
and peas. It can also be inter-cropped
inatreeorchard. Thismethodisideally
suited to larger fields, in which the
millet is planted in alternating strips
with other crops.

Fertilizer application

Fertilization with phosphorous and
nitrogen can help increase forage
productivity; rate of application should
be determined by the results of soil
tests and or state recommendations.

Weed management

To control weeds, it is best to plant in
a well-tilth field, weed-free bed with
narrow row spacing. Manual weedingis
desirable depending in weed intensity.
Chemical weed control options are
limited. It does not regrow well after
cutting, so it is aone-cut crop.

| nsect-pests and their
management

Shootfly,armywormsandgrasshoppers
are very common pests to this crop.

Yield
The crop matures within 90-100 days.
Around 0.70 t/acre (1.7 to 2.0 t/ha) and

40.00t/haof good quality fodder can be
obtained with good crop management.

Seed processing

The cultivation of brown-top is simple
but processing is difficult due to the
hard-outer cover of the seed. As a
result, farmersget only 40-50 kg of rice
from one quintal (100 kg) of brown-
top (korale) seeds. Earlier grinding
stones were used to separate the grain
from the seed but now new dehuller
machines are available.

Disclaimer: The information in this leaflet was collected and synthesized from a variety of relevant sources, research results, and publications. Since, these recommendations and advisory originate from the research system, these may not perform the same way under different agro-climatic conditions. Any damage
or loss resulting from the use of this leaflet information is entirely the responsibility of the users, not the authors or the institute.



Thresher machinery to perfom
post-harvest opemtzons easily for small millets

Thresher machinery which can perform
post-harvest practices time and labour efficient
operations at low-cost for small millets

Tractor drawn seed cum fertilizer drill which can be
used for small millets cultivation helps in maintain
accurate seed rate, spacing in between plants, rows
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This app provides knowledge about improved
production  technologies,  primary  processing,
secondary processing and market information in

B G e English and Telugu language
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This app provides single-window platform to buyers
and producers for marketing of millets” produce and
Timely advisory to millet farmers
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