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44th Annual Sorghum Group meeting- Coimbatore,
28-30 April, 2014

The 44th Annual Group Meeting of the All India Coordinated

Sorghum Improvement Project was held at Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University, Coimbatore from April 28-30, 2014.
About 80 participants from various SAUs, voluntary centers,
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Commissioner and Secretary to Govt of Tamil Nadu under
the chairmanship of Dr. K Ramaswamy, Vice-Chancellor,
TNAU, Coimbatore. Dr. Maheswaran, Director of Research,
TNAU, Coimbatore welcomed the delegates and Dr. JV Patil,
Director, Directorate of Sorghum Research and Project
Coordinator; All India Coordinated Sorghum Improvement
Project presented the research highlights of AICSIP for the
year 2013-14 and the Directorate of Sorghum Research.
Dr.CR Anandakumar, Director, Centre for Plant Breeding &
Genetics, TNAU, Coimbatore proposed the vote of thanks
during the inaugural session.

Dr. JV Patil, Director and PC, DSR, Hyderabad presented the
Progress in research made during 2013-14. He stressed
on the importance of sorghum and said that farmers are
happy with the varieties and technologies available for
sorghum cultivation and due to whic h the productivity gain
has become a reality. Shri. Sandeep Saxena, Agricultural
Production Commissioner and Secretary to Govt of Tamil
Nadu, in his inaugural address complimented Dr. JV Patil
and the scientists for bringing out excellent research
outputs on all aspects of sorghum. Dr. K Ramasamy, Vice
Chancellor of TNAU, Coimbatore gave the presidential
remarks. He stressed that we have to explore the positive
points of sorghum crop. Invest on biodiversity conservation
since India is the country with largest biodiversity.

During the group meeting, all OICs of the AICSIP centres
presented research highlights of their centres during the
tear 2013-14, shortfalls and strategies to address them.
The Principal Investigators (Pls) of different disciplines also
presented progress reports of 2013-14. There were
presentations on lead topics in two sessions. There was
one session to discuss the ICAR-ICRISAT project and any
other issues in AICSIP. The technical programmes for the
year 2014-15 were discussed and finalized during the
discipline-wise programme planning group meetings. Drs. B
Selvi and Shiv Kumar, Sr. Scientists from TNAU were the
key persons in organizing this meeting Drs. Prabhakar and
Sujay Rakshit from DSR, Hyderabad coordinated this event.

HE Waren William
Seychelles visits DSR.

His Excellency Waren Willam, High Commissioner,
Seychelles visited DSR on 09 April, 2014. Dr. JV Patil,
Director, DSR welcomed him and appraised about the

-High Commissioner,
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research activities at the centre. He visited the laboratories
of the centre and research fields to acquaint with latest

improved c ultivars of sorghum. He was also apprised of the
procedure for the development of varieties and hybrids,
their seed production, improved package of practices of rabi
sorghum and alternate uses of sorghum. The Commissioner
was very much impressed with the improved cultivars of
sorghum and possibilities on the alternate uses front. He
opined that the improved cultivars and new technologies
generated in sorghum should reach the farmers to increase

the production and productivity of sorghum.

Visitof NK Krishna Kumar - DDG (Hort. Science)

Dr. NK Krishna Kumar, DDG (Horticulture Science) visited
DSR on 11 April, 2014. He had discussion with Dr. JV Patil,

Director, DSR and other Scientists. Dr. Patil briefed him

about the ongoing sorghum research activities, sweet

sorghum for health. Dr. Krishna Kumar also visited the Gene
bank, various labs and food processing Technology Park. He

sorghum and other alternate uses, especially promotion of

was provided with the latest literature on sorghum.

Drs. Senthil and Jinu join DSR

Dr. S Senthil Vinayagam, previously Director
(Agri.Extension)) at MANAGE, Hyderabad
joined Directorate of Sorghum Research as
Principal scientist (Extension) on 15 April,
1 2014. His mail id is:
" senthil@sorghum.res.in.

Dr. (Ms) Jinu Jacob joined DSR on 7 April,
2014 as Scientist (Agricultural
Biotechnology). Her e mail id is:
jinu@sorghum.res.in.

-; DSR staff heartily welcomes them to the
! DSR family.

ICAR’s Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Hindi Krishi
Patrika Puraskar to “Jowar Sourabh”

ICAR awarded a consolation prize under “Ganesh Shankar
Vidyarthi Hindi Krishi
Patrika Puraskar’ to
the Vol.3 of “Jowar
Sourabh” the Hindi
journal published by
the DSR Hyderabad
for the year 2012-13.

The award (A
memento &
Certificate) was

received by the Dr. J V
Patil, Director, DSR from the Dr. S Ayyappan, Director, ICAR
& Secretary, DARE on 28t April, 2014 at New Delhi. The
Publisher of the Jowar Sourabh is Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR
and the editors are Dr. JS Mishra, Dr. Mahesh Kumar & Dr.
VR Bhagwat.

Election duty

Most of the staff from DSR attended general election duty
to conduct and oversee both Lok Sabha and State
Assembly elections that elect members to the House of
Parliament and the Andhra Pradesh State Assembly,
between 29 - 30 April, 2014. They served as micro
observers and polling officers. Earlier, they also attended
the two day training programme conducted by the Election
Commission to get them aquatinted with electronic voting
machines and other poll procedures.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S. | Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 | Vilas ATonapi 29 Annual Group meeting of Na- Srinagar 24-27 April,
tional Seed Project (Drop) 2014
2 | JV Patil, Sujay Rakshit, | 44" Annual Sorghum Group meet- TNAU, April, 2014
JS Mishra & Prabhakar | ings Coimbatore.

Thought for the month

“Leadership is practiced not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.”

Harold S. Geneen
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Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge

Directorate of Sorghum Research

RARS, (ANGRAU)

Mulugu Road,

Warangal.
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