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47" Annual sorghum group meeting at UAS,
Bengaluru

The 47"™Annual Group Meetings of the All India Coordi-
nated Research Project on sorghum was held at Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru during 22-24
April, 2017.The group meeting was formally inaugurated
by the ceremonial lighting of lamp by the dignitaries in-
cluding Hon'ble minister for Agriculture, Government of
Karnataka, Sh. Krishna Byre Gowda, Dr. Shivanna, Vice-
Chancellor of UAS- Bengaluru, Dr. David Bergvinson, DG,
ICRISAT, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Dr. NR Gan-
gadharappa, Director of Research, UAS-Bengaluru and
Padma Vibhushan Dr. Mahadevappa, Ex-VC —UAS, Ben-
galuru and Ex-Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi. Dr. Trilochan-
Mohapatra, Secretary, DARE and Director General, ICAR
addressed Sorghum researchers in the Plenary Session on
day three.

Dr.NR Gangadharappa, Director of Research, UAS- Ben-
galuru, welcomed the guests and delegates and high-
lighted the importance of sorghum as a food, feed, fod-
der and fuel crop. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, Indian In-
stitute of Millets Research, Hyderabad presented the re-
search highlights and reviewed the work at AICRP cen-
tres. He highlighted the progress made in different disci-
plines.

Shri Krishna Byre Gowda, Hon'ble Minister for Agricul-
ture, Government of Karnataka elucidated the impor-
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tance of smart foods like sorghum, millets and pulses
which result in win-win proposition from all angles. He
stressed on the need for focussing on fodder value as
there is large dependence of livestock and dairy industry
on sorghum fodder which provides income security to
the resource poor farmers. He highlighted the impor-
tance of sorghum in terms of food and fodder security
and stressed the need for mechanization in terms of
harvesting and other operations which are labour inten-
sive. He called on the sorghum researchers to further
improve the productivity of sorghum and millets to
make them competitive enough to enhance farmers’
income. He hoped that the demand for millets will in-
crease in the coming years in view of health awareness
and nutritional benefits from millets. Minister felt the
need for millets improvement using cutting edge tech-
nologies like genome based MAS and stressed on in-
creasing awareness campaigns on millet utilization.

All-India Coort
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Dr. David Bergvinson, Director General, ICRISAT, in his
Chief Guest’s address remarked that agriculture is key
driver contributing 15% to GDP and hence felt the need
for making it attractive. He felt that in the doubling of
farmers’ income, sorghum has a key role to play. He dis-
cussed in detail the science of discovery through to sci-
ence of delivery and the ways of achieving the 17 sus-
tainable development goals with emphasis on sustain-
able and equitable food systems.

Dr. Mahadevappa in his address felt the need for dis-
seminating the technologies by way of writing popular
articles in vernacular languages so that farmer, public
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political communities can easily understand the latest
technologies. Dr. Shivanna, VC, UAS- Bengaluru stressed
on the need for drawing plans for food, nutritional and
income security for the next decade. He felt that de-
mand needs to be looked into and way forward should
be planned accordingly. The first day of 3 day meet
looked into the scientific and performance auditing of
centres with mid-term corrections to be made. Also the
discipline-wise programme planning for next year was
formulated in concurrent sessions including promotion
of entries for VIC and advanced trials.

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary, DARE and Director
General, ICAR addressed the scientists during the ple-
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nary session. He stressed that there is a need of intro-
spection as to why there was decline in kharif sorghum
area and we need to come out with measures to rejuve-
nate this crop. As the genetic diversity has been under
exploited, there is a need to plan proper utilization of
the genetic resources in crop improvement. The value
addition needs to be promoted vigorously. He also felt
the need for convergence of all activities involved in re-
gaining the lost area.

Various committees and teams from UAS-Bengaluru
made all arrangements for the meeting. Dr. B.
Venkatesh Bhat, Principal Scientist, served as the nodal
officer from IIMR, Hyderabad to conduct the 47" group
meeting of AICRP on sorghum.

Sensitization workshop on millet nutrition for
nutritionists

A one day sensitization workshop on Millet nutrition
was organized by Government of Karnataka, Indian Insti-
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tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad and ICRISAT,
Patancheru at Mount Carmel College, Bengaluru for Nu-
tritionists on 25 April, 2017.Shri Krishna Byre Gowda,
Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture, Government of Karna-
taka inaugurated the workshop and revealed the signifi-
cance of the meeting. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR
presented a lecture on Role of Millets in prevention of
lifestyle diseases in day to day living. About 100 nutri-
tionists from Karnataka and rest of the country attended
this workshop.

“National Trade Fair — Organics & Millets
2017”at Bengaluru

The ‘National Trade Fair — Organics & Millets 2017’ was
a farmers, Processors and business to business national
conference exploring host of opportunities in agriculture
and horticulture, processing and marketing in organics
and millets at Tripuravasini, Palace grounds, Bengaluru
during 28-30 April, 2017. The event offered an excellent
opportunity for farmers, buyers, sellers, exporters of
organic produce and millets. This fair also facilitated or-

ganic product processors, manufacturers of farm equip-
ment and others to showcase their respective products
and expertise in organic and millet related areas. The
fair served as an important confluence for all organic
stakeholders for the promotion of trade, sharing infor-
mation and knowledge about organic agribusiness. The
ultimate goal was to lead all the stakeholders involved in
organic farming towards sustainable agriculture and
economic development.

This event saw 20,000 farmers congregate to seek ad-
vice and interact with company representatives and gov-
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ernment agencies. The venue housed more than 200
stalls. This event was inaugurated by the Union Minister
of Parliamentary affairs, Sh. HN Anant Kumar, and Minis-
ter for Agriculture, Government of Karnataka Sh. Krishna
Byre Gowda in the presence of galaxy of national and
international dignitaries on dais. Sh. Gowda said that
through these events, and workshops the State plans to
strengthen its strength as an organic millet hub for both
farmers and marketers, and revive the millet cultivation
in Karnataka by powering the market demand.

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, Indian Institute of Millets
Research, Hyderabad chaired the sessions during farm-
ers workshop and extended support to the millet farm-
ers, women self-help groups, students and small to me-
dium scale entrepreneurs through dissemination of mil-
lets production and protection technologies, and con-
ducting training programmes on processing and produc-
tion of millet value added products at IIMR, Hyderabad.

The IIMR scientists Drs. B Dayakar Rao, Avinash Singode,
Amasidda B and Sangappa C. also participated in this
mega event and helped to co-organize the event as part-
ner with Government of Karnataka.

This event was organized by the Department of Agricul-
ture, Karnataka State Agricultural Produce Processing
and Export Corporation Limited (KAPPEC), State Agricul-
tural Universities and Jaivik Krishik Society. International
Competence Centre for Organic Agriculture (ICCOA) is
the Knowledge Partner to showcase the event effectively
in association with the Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search, Hyderabad and ICRISAT, Patancheru and other
agencies.

Millet stall at National Trade Fair

Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad organ-
ized an exhibition stall during National Trade Fair. More
than 5000 farmers besides about 200 dignitaries visited
the stall. The visitors showed keen interest especially on
the innovative products developed from sorghum and
other millets. The importance of millets as health and
nutritious food was explained to the visitors and relevant
literature was distributed. They also tasted the millet
foods, served during lunch and appreciated its quality.
Dr. Sangappa and his team coordinated the IIMR stall
activities.

New SAO Joins IIMR

Sh. Charles Ekka, Senior Administrative Offi-
cer, who was working at National Institute
of Animal Nutrition and Physiology (NIANP),
Bengaluru, Joined at Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research in the same capacity on 1
April, 2017. IIMR staff welcomes him.

Millets stall at Motihari
ICAR- Research Complex for Eastern Region, Patna or-

ganized a National Krishi Mela at Mahatma Gandhi Cen-
tral University Ground, Motihari, Bihar during 15-19
April, 2017. ICAR- Indian institute of Millets Research
set up a stall and showcased improved production and
processing technologies of millets during the Mela.
Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Wel-
fare, Govt. of India Sh. Radha Mohan Singh inaugurated
the Krishi Mela addressed the Farmers. Dr. Trilochan-
Mohapatra, Secretary & Director General, ICAR, DDGs,
Directors of various ICAR Institutes and Local elected
representatives graced the occasion. Before this, a team
of dignitaries visited IIMR stall and appreciated the
technologies developed from the institute. More than
2000 farmers and dignitaries from various organizations
across the state and India visited the stall. This stall was
organized by Dr. Sangappa, Scientist and Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, Technical Officer at IIMR.

New Publications released during 47" AGM -
Sorghum

A total of 15 Publications authored by IIMR and AICRP
scientists and published by reputed publishers have
been formally released during the occasion.
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1. Sorghum Molecular Breeding

R Madhusudhana, P Rajendra Kumar &JV Patil-
Published by Springer Sorghum
Molecular
Breeding

2. Millets Value Chain for Nutritional Security
B Dayakar Rao, NG Malleshi, George A Annor &

JV Patil-

Published by CABI/

3. Nutritional and Health Benefits of Millets

B Dayakar Rao, K Bhaskara Chary, MP Rajendra
Prasad, D Balakrishna, K Dhanashri& TG Nageshwara
Rao-Published by IIMR

4. The Sorghum Genome
Sujay Rakshit &Yi-Hong Wang
Published by Springer
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The Sorghum
Genome
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5. Biotic Stress Resistance in Millets
IK Das & PG Padmaja
Published by Academic Press

6. Insect Pests of Millets

Systematics, Bionomics, and Management

A Kalaisekar; PG Padmaja; VR Bhagwat & JV Patil
Published by Academic Press

7. Biology of Sorghum bicolor
D Balakrishna

Published by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate

Change

8. Millets And Sorghum Biology and Genetic
Improvement

JV Patil

Published by Wiley Blackwell

9. Sorghum Biochemistry— An Industrial
Perspective

CV Ratnavati; JV Patil& UD Chavan

Published by Academic Press

10. Genetic Enhancement of Rabi Sorghum-
Adopting the Indian Durras

P Sanjana Reddy & JV Patil

Published by Academic Press

11. Growing Popularity of Sorghum in Rice
Fallows— An IIMR Case Study

Rajendra R Chapke; K SrinivasBabu

B Subbarayudu& Vilas A Tonapi

Published by /MR

12. Millets Genetic Resources Collection and

Augmentation (2016-2017)
M Elangovan& Vilas A Tonapi
Published by IIMR

13. MPKV Rahuri — A Profile
SR Gadakh et al.
Published by MPKV, Rahuri

14. Rabi Jwari- Sudharit tantargyan (Marathi)

SR Gadakh et al.
MPKV, Rahuri

Distinguished Visitors
Visitors

Padma Vibhushan Dr. Mahadevappa, Ex-Vice-
Chancellor and Ex-Chairman, ASRB, New Delhi visited

INSECT PESTS
OF MIL

IIMR on 8 April, 2017. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR
appraised him on ongoing activities at IIMR, overview
of millets, improved cultivars of sorghum and technol-
ogy transfer modalities.

Dr. Krishnappa,Advisor, Government of Karnataka
and ICRISAT Projects, visited IIMR on 12 April,, 2017. He

Sorghum
Biochemistry
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had a detailed dialogue with the Director, IIMR Dr. Vilas
Tonapi on participation at National trade fair on millets,
scheduled to be held at Bengaluru during 28-30 April,
2017.

Ms. Madhuri Itagi, Cine Actor and prospective millet
entrepreneur visited IIMR on 12.4.2017. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR briefed her ongoing research
activities, promotion of sorghum health foods and the
mechanism to evolve contracts with the industries
were discussed. Dr. B Dayakar Rao also participated in

the deliberations. She also visited the Centre of Excel-
lence - a sorghum value addition and food processing
technology Park.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 Vilas A Tonapi, N Kannababu, 28" AGM of AICRP -Small W GKVK, 14-15 April 2017
M Elangovan, Hariprasanna K, Avinash Millets Bengaluru

Singode, Amasiddha B, Deepika C,
Swarna Ronanki

2 N Kannababu 32" AGM of AICRP-National W SKRAU, Bikaner 22-24 April 2017
Seed Project (Crops) Rajasthan
3 Vilas A Tonapi Workshop on Millets Nutri- w Mount Carmel 25 April, 2017
tion College,
Bengaluru
4 P Sanjana Reddy & AGM of AICRP-Pear| millet W PAU, 27 April to 1 May,
Parashuram Patroti Ludhiana 2017.

Note: 25 scientists, 6 technical officers and 1 administrative personnel from IIMR attended the 47* Annual Group Meetings
of the All India Coordinated Research Project on sorghum was held at University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru during
22-24 April, 2017.

Thought for the month

Always aim at complete harmony of thought and word and deed. Always aim at purifying your thoughts and everything
will be well. - Mohandas K. Gandhi
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