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From Director’s Desk

It gives me immense pleasure to place before you the 222" issue of “Millets
News Letter”, a monthly in-house publication. This newsletter started its journey
as “Happenings at NRCS and AICSIP News” in September, 2004 and has been
published every month for the last 18 years 5 months. It is our prime vehicle to
communicate all the news and happenings at IIMR along with the all-news
about the centres of All India Coordinated Research Project on Sorghum and
Millets. In fact, this is the first of its kind Newsletter which is published every
month among ICAR institutes.

Our journey till date for more than 18 years is with great pride as we have pub-
lished every issue without missing a single one and on time to reach more than 1000 public and private researchers and
administrative personnel, policy makers, KVKs, NGOs and seed and agro entrepreneurs, millets farmers in addition to
our own IIMR and AICRP family members. On this momentous occasion of publication of 222" issue, | place on record
my sincere thanks to all the contributors and editorial team that enabled IIMR to enhance its visibility and also impact.

While, | narrate this journey, the institute has transformed as Indian
Institute of Millets Research from National Research Centre for
Sorghum (NRCS) to Directorate of Sorghum Research (DSR) to
host in future the unified AICRP on Millets — the Nutricereals
(Combined AICRPs on Sorghum, Pearl Millet and Small Millets). In
this journey, the mandate, scope and canvas of activities have
enlarged due to transformation of single crop sorghum Institute to
Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) to address genetic re-
sources, trait specific diversification, crop improvement for yield,
quality and resistance to biotic and abiotic stresses in grain and
forage. The enlarging product profile has delivered sweet stalk sor-
ghums for 1G biofuels and high biomass sorghums for 2G biofuel &
production. The brown mid-rib (BMR) gene incorporated forage
types have evolved as low lignin and high palatable forage varie-
ties and hybrids in single and multi-cut product profile in Sorghum.
In this endeavour we have diversified the base material in small millets and extensive recombination breeding has be-
come the edifice of small millet crop improvement for yield, quality and biofortified nutri-rich nutricereals.

This institute has created unique status among ICAR institutes by creating, establishing and strengthening the value-
chain and supply-chain in millets. The business incubator of IIMR- “The Nutrihub” and “Centre of Excellence” (CoE) in
Millets have created 65+ value added products, 100 + recipes and 175+ start-ups and more than 300 startups who are
in millet business today.

In our efforts in mainstreaming millets to food plate of all, Institute is shaping and influencing today the millet policy, food
diversity and nutrition security to address the problem of malnutrition and zero hunger, while working with Government
of India, 14 state Governments and other national and international institutes. In this process, in the last six years’ insti-
tute has been recognized with four National awards — ICAR’s Sardar Patel Outstanding Institute Award, ICAR’s Choud-
hary Devi Lal Best AICRP Award, Best Food Processor Award, and Kirloskar Vasundhara Mitra award and Government
of Karnataka’s — Siridhanya R&D excellence award besides ICAR’s Best Annual Report Award, ICAR’s Gowrishankar
Puraskar for Publication in Hindi and many more.

While preparing the action plan for celebration of “International Year of Millets-2023” Institute is working with all the
stake holders to position millets to the global market by endeavouring to enhance production, productivity and surplus
for exports to link millet farmer to the domestic and global market to enhance income and profitability.

We have delivered our best and we promise to deliver the best. /@;@#ﬂ

Vilas A Tonapi
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52" AGM of AICRP on Sorghum and 33"
AGM of Small Millets

The 52" Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Sorghum and
33" Annual Group Meeting of Small millets was organized

virtually during 28-29 April 2022. On the first day, Dr. RK
Singh, ADG (FFC), ICAR Chaired the sessions and 10 Princi-
pal Investigators of AICRP on Sorghum and 7 Principal In-
vestigators of AICRP on Small millets presented their disci-
pline-wise progress and achievements made during 2021-
22. On the second day, Dr. TR Sharma, DDG-CS, ICAR
Chaired the sessions. Dr. PV Vara Prasad, Professor and
Director, Department of Agronomy, Kansas State Univer-
sity, USA delivered his special lecture on “Improve sor-
ghum and millet productivity in the semi-arid regions —
Way forward” for the benefit of millets researchers in the
country. The special lecture was followed by Varietal Iden-
tification Committee Meeting Chaired by the Dr. TR
Sharma, DDG-CS, ICAR and attended by Dr. RK Singh, ADG
(FFC), Dr. DK Yadav, ADG (Seeds), ICAR and other desig-
nated members from University, Seed Sector and industry
by the Council. During the plenary session, all the Principal
Investigators presented their Technical Programme for
2022-23 under AICRP on Sorghum and Small millets. Dr.
Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR was
the Chief Guest during the closing of the plenary session
and addressed the millets fraternity and spoke in length
about plans and need to prepare well for the forthcoming
International Year of Millets 2023 (IYoM2023). Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad, Vice Chancellor, University of Agriculture Sci-
ences — Bengaluru was the Guest of Honour and delivered
his address to the participants and universities’
preparedness for the 1IYoM2023. The meeting was also
attended by the Expert Group in Sorghum and Small
millets Viz., Dr. JV Patil, Former Director, ICAR-IIMR; Dr. N
Seetharama,Former Director, DSR; Dr. Chanabyre Gowda
and Prabhakar, Former Project Coordinator (s) AICRP on
Small millets and Dr. N Devakumar, Director of Extension,
UAS-B. The Annual Group Meeting 2022 of Sorghum and
Small millets was coordinated by Dr.s M Elangovan, IK Das,
B Amasiddha, KN Ganapathy and D Sooganna.

Pre-AGM 2022 - AICRP on Sorghum & Small
Millets

ICAR — IIMR successfully conducted online Pre - Review of
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Research: Scientific audit based on presentations of
AICRP on Sorghum and Small Millets Centres during 31
March and 1 April 2022, and finalization of the Technical
Programme Planning for 2022-23 of the AICRPs Sorghum
and Small were organized 4 -5 April, 2022. The PIs of vari-
ous disciplines presented the progress made during 2021-
22. All the AICRP on Sorghum and Small millet scientists
participated in the above scheduled meetings and partici-
pated in the discussion to develop the Technical Program
for 2022-23. However, based on the expert comments
and Director, IIMR suggestions, the improved and refined
presentations were planned for the AGM main meeting
for final approval by the dignitaries from the Council. M
Elangovan, Principal Scientist and Co-Nodal officer-AGM
22 coordinated this virtual zoom meeting. The detailed
information of the meetings is as follows:

Review of Research and scientific audit: Review of
research through scientific audit based presentation of
AICRP on Sorghum and Small millets was organized
through virtual mode during 31st March 2022 - 1st April
2022 as part of the 52nd Annual Group Meeting of AICRP
on Sorghum and 33rd Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on
Small millets. The session started with the welcome and
initial remarks by the Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director and
Project Coordinator Sorghum and Small millets. The
session was Chaired by Dr. JV Patil, former Director, ICAR-
IIMR and Co-chaired by Dr. Prabhakar, Ex. Project
Coordinator Small millets. Dr. JV Patil emphasized on the
forthcoming International Year of Millets 2023 and added
responsibilities. Dr. Prabhakar mentioned that the

—
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expectation on small millet centres and workers are very
high and equally important. He also further categorised
the best and better working small millets centers and
stressed to improve small millets centres in the North-
eastern states through allocation of more funds in the
years to come. They also further requested Sorghum and
Small millets centres to fine-tune their programmes to
deliver the targets for International Year of Millets. The
Officer In-charge / Senior Breeders made the
presentations in AICRP on Sorghum viz., Akola - Dr. RB
Ghorade, Coimbatore - Dr. TT Kalaimagal, Surat - Dr.
Bharat K Davda, Deesa- Dr. RA Gami, Indore - Dr. Usha
Saxena, Palem - Dr. S Maheshwaramma, Nandyal - Dr. Y
Rama Reddy, Udaipur - Dr. Natwar Singh Dodiya,
Chamarajanagar - Dr. Somu G, Dharwad - Dr. NG
Hanamaratti, Parbhani - Dr. KR Kamble, Rahuri - Dr. Dipak
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Dudhade, Vijayapura - Dr. GM Sajjanar, Hagari - Dr. G
Girish, Tandur Dr. K Sujatha, Hisar Dr. Pummy Kumari and
Pantnagar - Dr. PK Pandey. The Officer In-charge / Senior
Breeders made the presentations in AICRP on Small
millets viz., Berhampur — Dr. PM Mahapatra, Dindori — Dr.
Manisha Shyam, Dholi — Dr. Sweta Mishra, Jagdalpur - Dr.
Praful Kumar, Kolhapur - Dr. Yogesh Ban, Mandya - Dr. CA
Deepak, Bengaluru - Dr. TE Nagaraja, Nandyal - Dr.
Saralamma, Vizianagaram - Dr. TSSK Patro, Ranchi — Dr.
Arun Kumar, Ranichauri - Dr. Laxmi Rawat, Athiyandal - Dr.
A Nirmalakumari and Waghai - Dr. Hemant Eknath Patel.
The AICRP on Sorghum and Small millets achievements
were audited by the Experts, Project Coordinator and
Principal Investigators of the disciplines and suggested the
wayward.

Technical Programme (2022-23) Planning Meeting:
Technical programme (2022-23) planning meeting of
AICRP on Sorghum and Small millets was organized
through virtual mode during 4 — 5th April 2022 as part of
the 52nd Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Sorghum and
33rd Annual Group Meeting of AICRP on Small millets. The
session started with the welcome and initial remarks by
the Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director and Project Coordinator
(Sorghum and small millets). The session was Chaired by
Dr. JV Patil, Former Director, ICAR-IIMR and Co-chaired by
Dr.. N Seetarama, Former Director, DSR for Sorghum
programme discussion and Dr. Prabhakar, Former Project
Coordinator, AICRP on Small millets for Small millets
discussion. The other experts who participated in the
planning meeting were Dr. Chanabyre Gowda, Former
Project Coordinator, AICRP on Small millets; and Dr. N
Devakumar, Director of Extension, UAS-Bengaluru. On the
day 1, all the principal investigators of AICRP on Sorghum
presented their technical programmes of Kharif sorghum
breeding, Rabi sorghum breeding, Sweet sorghum
breeding, Forage sorghum breeding, Agronomy and Plant
Physiology, Agricultural entomology, Plant Pathology, FLD
& TSP, Seed production, Trials and Nurseries, Sorghum
genetic resources management and IPR. On the day 2, all
the principal investigators of AICRP on Small millets
presented their technical programmes of Breeding,
Agronomy, FLD, Agricultural Entomology, Plant Pathology,
Seed production, Trials and Nurseries, Sorghum genetic
resources management and IPR.

National Webinar on Drought Resilience by
Dr. Thomas R Sinclair, USA

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) organized
a National Webinar on “Plant improvement to Increase
Drought Resilience” on 8 April 2022. The distinguished
Scientist Dr Thomas Sinclair, a renowned Plant Physiolo-
gist, North Carolina State University, United States of
America delivered the lecture on virtual mode. Dr Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR introduced the speaker and
highlighted the National and Global importance of the we-
binar topic in the present day context. Dr Thomas R. Sin-
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clair in his lecture emphasized on water use efficiency,
the impact of physiological trait modification in grain
yield, Simple Simulation Model, use of GIS database, im-
proving the root structure etc. A total of 145 participants
from different states attended the webinar. Which in-
cluded Scientists, Technical, Research Fellows, Research
Scholars and Students from ICAR-IIMR, AICRP on Sorghum
and Small millets, ICAR institutes, State Agricultural Uni-
versities etc. The interactive Q&A session focussed on
discussion around managing the drought tolerant traits,
current climate conditions and strategies needed for fu-
ture scenario. Overall, the webinar focused on water con-
servation traits for drought resilience and role of Plant
Physiologist in breeding program. The webinar was coor-
dinated by Drs Srividhya, B Amasiddha and M Elangovan.

National Webinar on “Impact of High
Temperature & Drought Stress on Grain
Sorghum”

ICAR-IIMR organized National Webinar on “Impact of High
Temperature and Drought Stress on Grain Sorghum” on
19 April 2022 under the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. Dr.
PV Vara Prasad, Distinguished Professor and Director,
Sustainable Intensification Innovation Lab, Kansas State

University, USA delivered the lecture. The webinar was
organized on physical and virtual mode and was attended
by 120 participants which includes scientists from ICAR-
IIMR-Hyderabad, other ICAR Institutes viz., ICAR-CAZRI,
ICAR-IARI, ICAR-IIOR, ICAR-NBPGR, ICAR-NBSSLUP, ICAR-
VPKAS, ICAR-CRIDA, ICAR-IIOPR, ICAR-DWR and AICRP on
Sorghum and Small millets centres, Technical, Research
Fellows and Research Scholars and Students. Dr. Vilas A.
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Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR welcomed all and introduced
the distinguished speaker. Dr. PV Vara Prasad in his lec-
ture gave the insights on the impact of short and long
term stress effect on major plant processes, key traits for
genetic improvement and use of High Throughput Pheno-
typing for abiotic stress studies in crops especially sor-
ghum, millets and other cereals. The lecture was followed
by discussion session both physically and virtually around
the key aspects of stress effects on sorghum grain yield
and key traits that contribute for stress tolerance espe-
cially limited transpiration trait. The webinar was coordi-
nated Drs. S Srividhya, B Amasiddha and M Elangovan.

Midterm Review meeting of RAC

The Chairman of Research Advisory Committee of ICAR-
Indian Institute of Millets Research Dr. SL Mehta and other
members, Dr. P Parthasarathi Rao and Dr. RP Thakur vis-
ited IIMR, Hyderabad on 25 April 2022. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director IIMR welcomed the team and gave a brief ac-

count of activities of IIMR and the efforts undertaken dur-
ing last 6 months after the RAC last year. The team visited
Gene Bank, Laboratories of Entomology, Biochemistry,
biotechnology, CoE, Nutrihub and start-up facilities. fi-
nally, the team had an interaction with all scientists and
reviewed the progress and ongoing activities up to date.

One-day training program: Startup Ignition

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research’s Nutrihub, or-
ganized one-day online training programme on “Start-up
Ignition - Emerging business opportunities in processing of
Millets” for aspiring entrepreneurs who are willing to start
business in Millets domain on 30 April, 2022. A total of 17
participants from Karnataka, AP, Telangana and Ma-
harashtra states participated in this training program. One
of the participant was Dr. G Chinna Reddy, Ex-Minister of
AP State from Vanaparthi District, Telangana. All the par-

ticipants were given exposure visit by Ms. Kiranmai,
RA, Nutrihub and guided tour of Primary and
Secondary processing units were shown. Mr. Ran-

jith  Reddy, Chief Business Manager, Nutrihub ex-
plained about the various program viz., NEST and N-Grain
to the participants and various technologies and licenses
available at Nutrihub. An interactive session with partici-
pants was conducted by Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub.
This programme was coordinated by Dr. Ravi Kumar Ve-
mula, Technical Officer.
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Promotions

Based on the recommendations of Selection Committee
the following scientists were promoted to the next higher
grade under New Career Advancement Scheme: Drs. J
Stanley, Avinash Singode, KN Ganapathy, R Venkates-
warlu, B Amasiddha, C Deepika, Sangappa, Swarna
Ronanki and Sooganna.

Congratulations to all the scientists.

Visit of the Chairman, RAC to adopted
villages under Farmer FIRST project

Dr. SL Mehta, Ex.-VC, MPUAT, Udaipur, Rajasthan and
Chairman, Research Advisory Committee (RAC) along
with Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Principal Scientist and Pl of
farmer FIRST project (FFP), and Dr. Rajendra Kumar, Prin-
cipal Scientist, visited two adopted villages under Farmer
FIRST project namely, Chalki village in Nyalkal mandal and
Gangapur village in Jharasangam mandal of Sangareddy
district of Telangana on 24 April, 2022. The purpose of
visit was to review the progress of project at village level.
This project has been implemented in three millets-based
modules namely Crop based, Livestock-based module
and Enterprise-based module.

At the beginning, Dr. Mehta visited field trials organized
on rabi sorghum under crop module and enquired with
the farmers about its performance. He further interacted
with Mr. Rajappa, Chief Executive Director of Chalki-
Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) and asked about its
progress and linkages with the project. He also visited the
millets processing facilities established at Gangapur vil-
lage. He tasted various value-added millets food products

prepared by one of entrepreneur, Mr. Veer Shetty of M/
s. SS Bhavani Foods and enquired him about marketing
procedures and constraints faced if any.

Dr. Mehta expressed his satisfaction about overall pro-
gress and impact of the project and suggested to include
of allied farming interventions and strengthening the FPO
from institute side. This programme was coordinated by
Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad.
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Visitors

Dr. Ashok Dalwai, CEO, National Rainfed Area Authority
(NRAA), Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Government of India visited IIMR on 23 April, 2022. Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR explained him about the
ongoing research activities, action plans for conduct of

International Year of Millets 2023, and monitoring tech-
niques being practiced at IIMR to increase the research
and scientific output. On this occasion he had a detailed
interaction with the scientific staff of IIMR. He also deliv-
ered a lecture on “Approaches for better delivery of prod-
ucts for food and nutrition security”. This lecture was or-
ganized to mark the year-long celebrations of “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav” at IIMR, Hyderabad.

Visit of KAU students

As part of the South India Study Tour, a batch of 96 stu-
dents of final year B.Sc. (Ag) programme of College of Agri-
culture, Kerala Agricultural University, Padannakkad ac-
companied by four faculty members under the leadership
of Dr. B Ramesha, Professor (Ento) visited IIMR on 21 April
2022. Dr. Hariprasanna K., Principal Scientist, welcomed
the students and gave a brief account of Institute history
and mandate, R&D efforts on millets, reasons for area de-
cline over the years, problems and prospects of millets,
value addition efforts in millets and India’s preparedness
and strategies for the International Year of Millets - 2023.
He advised the students to promote millets cultivation and
consumption in non-traditional areas and drylands to en-
sure food and nutritional security. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist,
interacted with the students on the Agri business pros-
pects as a career option for future and emerging avenues
on the millets processing and value addition for populariz-
ing the millets. Dr. VM Malathi, Scientist, discussed about
the nutritional and health benefits of millets, and why mil-
lets are important for everyone. Later the students visited
the Nutrihub and got appraised about the various activi-
ties with respect to millets value chain and entrepreneur-
ship development. Dr. B Dayakar, Principal Scientist & CEO
and Dr. A Srinivas, Scientist explained the different pro-
jects and programmes undertaken at Nutrihub with re-
spect to millets recipe development, popularization, li-
censing and commercialization, Startups, TBI, etc. in de-
tail. The visit was coordinated by Drs. Hariprasanna K.,
Sangappa and Malathi VM.
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Virtual Educational Tour of CSC&RI, TNAU, Madurai

ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad organized Virtual Educational Tour
to the Community Science College and Research Institute,
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Madurai on 20 April
2022. A total of 40 Final year B.Sc., (Hons) students par-
ticipated in the tour and got benefited. The students were
briefed about the historical importance of ICAR-Indian
Institute of Millets Research and its research activities.
The students visited virtually to the biotechnology labora-
tory and know how the molecular breeding activities. The
biochemistry laboratory visit facilitated them the impor-
tant nutritional properties of millets. They also visited
virtually the Centre of Excellence and Millets Value Addi-

tion laboratories to know the value added technology
commercialization. The visual tour of Millets Processing
Units and Machineries helped them to know the grain and
food processing in millet crops. In their feedback on the
virtual educational tour they felt like toured the ICAR-
IIMR-Hyderabad facilities physically. The virtual educa-
tional tour was facilitated and coordinated by Drs M
Elangovan, B Amasiddha, P Rajendrakumar, VM Malathi
and P Hemasankari.

UAS Dharwad students visit to CRS, Solapur

More than 300 students belonging to 5 different batches
of University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad visited
ICAR-IIMR, Regional station-Centre on Rabi Sorghum

(CRS), Solapur on 7 April 2022, as a part of their South
India educational tour. During this visit, students were
enlightened about importance of millets, their production
practices, value addition, processing, and marketing tech-
niques. The visit was coordinated by Dr. Parashuram Pa-
troti, Officer In-charge, CRS, Solapur.
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Visit of Board of Directors of FPO

The Board of Directors of Channakeshava Farmers Pro-
ducer Company Limited, KR Pete, Mandya district of Kar-
nataka visited ICAR-IIMR on 16 April,2022. The project

staff explained the farmers about the facilities available
and demonstrated the primary processing machineries.

Guest of Honour

Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Officer In-charge, CRS, Solapur was
the Guest of Honour at inaugural session of Kisan Bhagi-
dari prathmikta Hamari Campaign, at KVK Solapur held on
26 April 2022. During this occasion, he also delivered a
lead lecture on "Millets as Poshak Aahar". More than 300
farmers participated in this event.

Best paper presentation award

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR presented a paper dur-
ing the National seminar entitled “The Comprehensive
extension strategies for sustainable development of FPOs:

Challenges and opportunities” organized by MANAGE,
Hyderabad and International Society of Extension Educa-
tion, Nagpur during 22-24 April, 2022 at MANAGE, Hy-
derabad. Dr. Sangappa received best paper presentation
award for his presentation on “Linking Millets Farmers
Producer Organizations to Market through startups” from
Dr. Ashok Dalwai, Dr. P. Chandrashekara, DG, MANAGE,
Dr. Narayanagowda, President, INSEE.

Millet Exhibition stall at KVK Solapur

ICAR-IIMR’s — Centre on Rabi Sorghum, Solapur has or-
ganized a Millet Exhibition stall to showcase the seed
samples of millets and Millets value added products dur-
ing the Kisan Bhagidari Prathmikta Hamari Cam-
paign organized on 26 April 2022 at Solapur. A total of
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about 300 farmers, women from self-help groups, FPOs
besides the dignitaries including MLA's, Head KVK, So-
lapur, DDM of NABARD, Deputy Director of Agriculture
and others visited the stall. They highly appreciated the
efforts of CRS Solapur for research, extension and promo-
tion of these millets. Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Officer In-
charge of the centre interacted with all the delegates and
explained the way forward and government intervention
in promoting and upscaling of these millets.

Invited lectures

Dr. M Elangovan, Principal scientist, Genetic Resources
delivered the following lectures during April, 2022

e Nutricereals Research & Development — B.Sc., Agri
students of Agricultural College & Research Institute,
TNAU, Madurai on 20 April 2022

e Millets Genetic Resources Management and Digitali-
zation of Data Collection in Extension Management — Vir-
tual training in Collaboration with MANAGE on “Market
Driven Millets Production, Processing and Value Addition
Technologies” on 20 April, 2022

Nutricereals Research & Development — B.Sc., Agri stu-
dents of Anbil Dharmalingam Agricultural College &
Research Institute, TNAU, Trichy on 21 April 2022

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR delivered a lecture on
“Market linking of FPOs” and interacted with the partici-
pants about processing, value addition and market-
linkages of various products from FPOs at the training
programme organized by CSIR-CFTRI, Mysuru for the
farmers and entrepreneurs of Karnataka on Processing of
Millets and Pulses during 18-23 April, 2022.

FPO Activities

The following activities were coordinated by Dr. San-
gappa, Scientist and Project Investigator, FPO Projects,
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad during April 2022:

“Kisan Bhagidari Prathmikta Hamari” Campaign

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) organized
the ‘Kisan Bhagidari Prathmikta Hamari’ campaign on 26
April, 2022 at Kethireddypalli Village in Mahabubnagar
Nagar District, Telangana. The event was participated by a
total of 120 farmers from different villages. Dr. Sangappa,
Scientist, IIMR briefed the context for organizing the cam-
paign and asked the farmers to make use of the FPO’s and
other opportunities. Sh. K Srinivas Babu, Scientist, ex-
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plained the impact of value addition of farm produce in
general and millets in particular, and invited farmers to
visit IMR campus and explore the facilities. Sh. Srinivas,
Scientist, explained the role of entrepreneurship in agri-
sector and explained innovative agricultural practices to
increase income. The farmers answered for their queries
related to FPO activities and millets during the concluding
session.

Training on “Market Driven Millets Production, Process-
ing and Value Addition Technologies”

ICAR-IIMR, and MANAGE, Hyderabad jointly organized a
collaborative training programme on “Market Driven Mil-
lets Production, Processing and Value Addition Technolo-
gies” during 19 - 22 April 2022. The training was attended
by 25 participants including Agriculture officers, CEOs of
FPOs, progressive farmers and technical persons of vari-
ous organizations. Lectures were delivered on diversified
topics related to millet seed production, processing ma-
chineries, value addition, supply chain management and
integrated millet farming systems. The programme was
coordinated by Dr. Sangappa. Scientist, IIMR,

Commissioner of WDD reviewed the project

Dr. M. V. Venkatesh, IAS, Commissioner of Watershed
Development Department, Government of Karnataka,

reviewed the progress of the ICAR-IIMR promoted FPOs
funded by WDD on 8 April, 2022. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist,
presented the details of the progress made by the FPOs
and participated in the discussions to take forward the
FPOs of IIMR and promotion of millets as well. The Com-
missioner expressed his happiness and appreciated the
work done by IIMR.

Exhibition stall at Bidar

Department of Agriculture, Government of Karnataka,
Bidar organized one-day seminar on FPO, ODOP and AIF
schemes on 18 April, 2022. Mr. Ashok Sajjan, Mr. Kailash-
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nath and Mr. Javed staff of IIMR participated in the semi-
nar and organized Millet exhibition stall and showcased

millet value added products manufactured by various
IIMR supported FPOs.

Farmer’s mobilization campaign

The campaign to mobilize the farmers towards FPO pro-
moted by ICAR-IIMR was organized on 4 and 10 April,
2022 at Kusangi and Kadhnur villages of Tekmal mandal,
Karnataka. during these campaigns 25 farmers were en-
rolled and paid share amount.

ICAR -IIMR team at Aland FPO

The team of ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad visited Aland Bhootai
Millets Producers Company Limited On 11 April,2022 to
review activities and verify records and accounts.

ICAR -IIMR team at Mudhol and Jamkhandi FPOs

The project staff of IIMR visited and reviewed the activi-
ties of Mudhol and Jamkhandi Farmer Producer Organiza-
tions of Bagalkot district, Karnataka on 13 April, 2022.

Participation in National conference of CBBOs at Delhi

National conference of CBBOs was organized by the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Farmers welfare on 21 of April,
2022 at Pusa, New Delhi. The team members of the Anni-
geri Taluka FPO supported by ICAR-IIMR, participated in
the conference and exhibited their products.

Memorandum of Understanding
The following Memorandum of Agreement / Understand-

ings were made through ITMU, ICAR-IIMR, signed at ICAR-
IIMR during the April 2022. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director —
IIMR on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. The details
are as follows:
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Memoranda of Understanding

tute of Research
and Studies,
Haryana

diet

S. No. | Date of Licensee Purpose Authorised signatory | Presence of
Agreement of Licensee
1. 21.04.22 Classic Hybrid Production and sale of fodder | Ashwin Kumar | K Srinivasa Babu
Seeds Pvt Ltd., sorghum hybrid CSH24 MF Patel Director & | and)J. Stanley
Ahmedabad CEO
2. 21.04.22 Manav Rachna For joint research and promo- | RK Arora B Dayakar Rao,
International Insti- | tion in millet especially millet | Registrar J.  Stanley, GL

Khanna, M.Rizvi
and K. Kalpana

S. Name of Employee Programme details Category Dates
No.
1 Vilas A Tonapi Directors Conference organized by ICAR, New Delhi Meeting 13 April,
2022
2 Mahesh Kumar Meeting of Town Official Language Implementation Com- Meeting 27 April,
mittee (Central Govt. Offices-2) organized by NIRDPR, 2022
Hyderabad in collaboration of Software Technology
Parks of India, Hyderabad at MCRHRDI, Hyderabad

Thought for the month

If you can’t be a pencil to write someone’s happiness, then try to be a nice eraser to remove their sadness.

-Chanakya
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