ICAR-Ind1an Institute of M111ets Research, Ra]endranagar Hyderabad. 500 030.

International Workshop on Advances in Millets Production, Processing and Value Chain
Development

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad in collaboration with FAO of the United Nations under the
Asia-Africa  South-South Cooperation is
conducting 10 days International
Workshop on  Advances in  Millets
Production, Processing and Value Chain
Development from April 22 to 01+ May,
2024 with participants from Bangladesh,
Nepal and Bhutan. This is the second
phase of workshop under the FAO and
ICAR-IIMR Capacity Development Initiative
in the context of International Year of
Millets, 2023. The aim of this initiative is to
facilitate the exchange of technical know-
how and development experiences in
millet value chains between India and
selected countries in Africa and Asia. The
expected outcome is improved knowledge ® : :
and practices in areas of crop improvement, production, protection, processing and millet value chain development
among participating countries.

The inauguration of the workshop was conducted with the lighting of the lamp by Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi, Director,
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. During her inaugural address, Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi highlighted about importance and
major role of millets in promoting dietary diversification in the context of changing global climate. She also
mentioned India’s leadership in mainstreaming millets production and consumption has opened viable solutions to
address global hunger and malnutrition. She highlighted the key initiatives such as Millets and other ancient grains
international research initiative (MAHARISHI) as global platforms aimed at fostering research collaborations and
generating awareness about millets and other ancient grains. She also highlighted the value chain developed by
ICAR- IIMR as model value chain for promotion of millets and urged participants to develop similar value chain
models in the other countries in a collaborative mode through exchange of knowledge, transfer of technology and
best practices.

The workshop is organized by course directors Drs. C. Tara Satyavathi, Swarna Ronanki, K.N. Ganapathy, and B.
Dayakar Rao and coordinated by Drs. K. Venkatesh, N Anuradha S. Srividhya, C. Deepika, B. Amasiddha and
Ravi Kumar.

'World IP day' observed

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
organized a “World IP day- 2024” program on 30*
April, 2024. Dr. SK Soam, Head-ICM division, NAARM,
was the chief guest and delivered the lecture related to g
the IP day theme "IP and the SDGs: Building our
common future with innovation and creativity". All the
staff of IIMR-Hyderabad including project staff attended
the program, Dr. Amasidha, Scientist, IMR was the
coordinator of this event.
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Germplasm Export Facilitation

Committee (GEFC) meeting

Germplasm Export Facilitation Committee (GEFC)
virtual meeting organized by ICAR-NBPGR was held at
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research on 4" April
2024, to discuss the proposals for January, February
and March of 2024 received from ICRISAT for export
of grain legumes and millets to different countries. The
meeting was chaired by Dr GP Singh, Director ICAR-
NBPGR, New Delhi. Dr Venkatesh Bhat and Dr
Karnam Venkatesh attended the meeting from ICAR-
[IMR.

Promotion

On the recommendations of the selection committee
and the council Dr. D. Seva Naik,
Scientist at ICAR-IMR-Hyderabad has
been promoted as Senior Scientist under
Career Advancement Scheme. The
millets family congratulates him on this
occasion and wishes him many more
laurels in his future career.

Lecture delivered

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR, attended as
Panellist during OCOP Webinar organized by FAO of
the United Nations on the Developments of Millets in
India and delivered talk on “Overview of Indian
Council of Agricultural Research-Indian Institute of
Millets Research and achievements” on 18th April,

2024.

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi, Director, IIMR, delivered a
virtual talk on “Millets for Nutritional Security Under
Climate Change” during Session I: Recent development
in plant breeding (mutation and hybridization /
selection) of nutrient-dense and climate-resilient crops
during the Infernational Technical Webinar of
Enhancing Agri-Food Systems through Climate-Smart
and Nutrition-Dense Crops organized by FAO of the
United Nations on 25th April, 2024.

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, IIMR delivered a virtual
lecture on Millets Production, processing & Value
Addition to farmers of Haveri district Karnataka on
18" April, 2024. More than 50 farmers participated in
the program. This program was jointly organized by
District Training Centre, Haveri and ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad. Participants shown inferest to cultivate
millets.

Visitors

Students from Tamil Nadu
As a part of exposure visit, 80 students from
Nammazhvar College of Agriculture and Technology,
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Kamudi, Tamil Nadu visited ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on
3 April 2024. Students were taken to [IMR millet fields
and explained millet cultivation practices, processing
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techniques and entrepreneurial opportunities in millets.
Further, Dr. Sangappa explained the role of millet
FPOs in addressing the needs of farmers towards
sustainable agriculture practices. Dr. Sangappa and
Ms. Meghana from FPO NEST, ICAR-IMR co-
ordinated this visit.

As a part of exposure visit, students from TNAU,
Coimbatore visited ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 15"
April 2024. FPO NEST team demonstrated the working
procedure of millet primary processing machinery.
Later the students were exposed to fields where they
learned about the cultivation practices adopted for
millets in IIMR, sustainable farming methods and
advanced farming techniques. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist,
coordinated this event.

Students from Karnataka

Students from KSNUAHS, Shivamogga, Karnataka
visited ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 18" April 2024 as a
part of exposure visit. Dr. Sangappa, interacted with
students and highlighted the importance of millets and
their nutritional value, health benefits, opportunities
associated with marketing millets, role of FPOs in
bridging the gap between farmers and markets. FPO
Nest team coordinated this visit.

FPO News

Visit of Thandava valley FPOs to Sri Satyadeva
Agriculture & Allied FPO

Board of Directors (BODs), CEO, Accountant, and
shareholders of Thandava Valley Horticulture and
Agriculture FPMACS LTD, with support of ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad, visited Sri Satyadeva Agriculture & Allied
FPO MACS LTD on 4" April, 2024. Smt P. Padma
Vijaya Chairman of Sri Satyadeva FPO explained their
role in empowering farmers by using government
schemes for establishing 4 cold storage facilities and 2
collection centers. The visit provided valuable insights
and networking opportunities for Thandava FPO. Dr.
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Sangappa, Sh. K Srinivasa Babu and Dr. Rafi from
FPO-NEST organized this visit.

Evaluation and Progress of NEH projects

Scientists, Dr. Sangappa and Dr. Rajesha from ICAR-
IMR, Hyderabad conducted quarterly review meeting
with Principal Investigators (Pls) of NEH projects on 4
April 2024 for evaluating the progress of NEH projects.
During this review, objective achievements, milestones
and outcomes of each NEH project was discussed and
evaluated by IIMR scientists. Further Dr. Rajesha
suggested recommendations for improving outcomes
and increasing the cultivation area in millets. Dr. Rafi
and E. Charishma from the FPO-NEST unit coordinated
this meeting.

Business Linkage Meeting for Telangana FPOs
FPO-NEST unit of ICAR-IMR, Hyderabad arranged
business meeting with the founder director of Kisan
Nest for enhancing the business activities of IIMR
promoted FPOs in Telangana on 5™ April 2024. Mr.
Rajesh (Chairman of Kisan Nest) interacted with the
FPOs and noted the ongoing business activities of FPOs
and then shared his experiences and journey in
establishing Kisan Nest that is used for connecting the
farmers and FPOs in tribal and hilly areas of Andhra
Pradesh.

Exposure Visit of S. Kota Rythu Bharat FPO MACS
LTD to Arogya Mitra Millet FPO

As a part of the exposure visit, S. Kota Rythu Bharat
FPO MACS LTD promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
visited Arogya Mitra Millets FPO of Rega village on
5/4/2024. Smt. Saraswathi Chairman of Arogya
Millets FPO explained about the FPO's journey and its
strategic plans for the success implementation of
centralised millet processing unit. Further she explained
the steps taken by Arogya Millet FPO in promoting
sustainable agriculture and improving rural livelihoods
of women members in Vizianagaram. Further FPO
members of S. Kota FPO visited the millet fields and
processing unit established by Arogya FPO.

Exposure Visit of PremaSai Navkisan FPMACS LTD
As part of exposure visit, CEO and women farmers
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~ from Prema Sai Navkisan Horticulture & Agriculture

FPMACS Ltd, promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad,
visited cashew processing unit of ESN traders in
Anakapalle on April 107 2024. Mr. Harish, Manager
of ESN traders explained about cashew processing,
sorting, roasting and packaging to FPO members.
Hands on experience were given fo the participants for
operating boiler, cutter, dryer, cooling chamber,
grader, peeler, and color sorter machines used for
processing the cashews. Scientists from ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad Sh. K. Srinivasa Babu and Dr. Sangappa
organized this visit.

Training Cum Awareness Program to Medak FPOs
ICAR-IMR  Hyderabad organized training cum
awareness program on "Crop Diversification through
Millets" to Tekmal & Yeldurthy Mandal Farmer
Producer Cooperative Limited at Naryankhed,
Sangareddy District on 13" April 2024. A total of 40
women members from Tekmal Mandal FPCL acquired
hands on exposure towards millet value added and
crop diversification techniques. Mr. Veershetty showed
the preparation techniques of millet value added
products. Dr. Sangappa, Sh. K.Srinivasa Babu and Dr.
Rafi from ICAR-IIMR, organised the visit with the help
of Mr. Venkatesham, CEQO and Mr. Mugo|ioh
Chairman of Tekmal FPO.

Visakhapatnam NABARD DDM visit to Premasai
Navakisan FPO

Mr. Samanth Kumar, Visakhapatnam NABARD District
Development Manager, visited Premasai Navkisan

i

Y P cireal 4 .
Horticulture & Agriculture FPMACS LTD, promoted by
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, on April 13*, 2024. During
his visit, Mr. Samanth Kumar reviewed company's
business  activities, audit report and  suggested
recommendations for enhancing the FPO business
activities.

Visit of Lambasingi FPO to Chintapalli FPO

Board of Directors (BODs) from Lambasingi Tribal
Products FPC Ltd promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
visited Maa Thota Farmers Producer Organisation,
MACS Limited at Chintapalli on 13" April 2024. Mr.
Purushotham Naidu, Chairman of Maa Thota FPO,
briefed about the development and operational
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activities of the Eco Pulping unit of coffee and explained
about FPO value-added products and packaging
materials. Dr. Sangappa and Dr. Rafi from FPO-Nest
unit coordinated this visit.

Workshop on Crop Diversification through Millets

at Tekmal FPO

As part of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
Tekmal Mandal Farmer Producers Co-operative
Society, ICAR-IIMR organized a workshop on "Diversity
of Crops by Millets" on 19" April 2024 ot Kusangi
Rythu Vedika in Tekmal Mandal, Medak District,
Telangana. The main objective of this workshop was to
create awareness on millets and increase the area
under cultivation of millets in the mandal through FPO.
Scientists and FPO-NEST team from ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad (Dr. Sangappa and Dr. Rafi), Medak
District Agriculture Department officials (ADA, MAO,
MAEQ), Medak District Co-operative Officers (DCO),
Medak District NABARD Officers (Mr. Cecil Timothy),
Tekmal Mandal Farmer Producers Co-operative
Society, ~ Chairman  (Mogalaiah) and  CEO
(Venkatesham) were the chief guests at this meeting.
About a hundred farmers participated in this meeting.

FPO inspection by CBBO Experts of ICAR-IIMR to AP
FPOs

FPO-NEST team of ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad conducted
a quarterly review and inspection of Andhra Pradesh
FPOs at Sri Alluri Sitaramaraju, Anakapalli &
Vizianagaram districts of Andhra Pradesh during 23-
24% April, 2024. The CBBO experts visited S.kota,
Srimatsya Devatha, Giri  Siri, Thandava Valley,
Premasai and Sri Alluri FPOs promoted by ICAR-
IMR, Hyderabad and interacted with BODs, CEOs, and

Accountants and verified all the records and monitored
the progress of FPO. Further FPO members shared
their experiences and challenges facing in reaching
their products to market.

Capacity Building Training Programme to CEOs
and BODs of NABARD AP FPOS

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad conducted a capacity building
and training program on “Developing Business Models
for the Sustainability of Andhra Pradesh FPOs” at
SVDS office Anakapalli District on 25" April 2024. Dr.
Rafi from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad interacted with CEOs,
BODs, and Accountants and provided valuable insights
about the business aspects, business models and
market linkages. Through engaging discussions on
business models and exposing them to practical
examples helped participants to gain knowledge on
aligning business objectives and business models. From
this training, the unique and primary commodities that
are available with the FPOs were listed and the
strategies for delivering them to the markets were
discussed.

Market Linkages for Chia Farmers of Gram Viswas
FPO

ICAR-IIMR organized Chia procurement center at
Bidar, during 25"-27* April 2024 for building the
market linkage and thereby ensuring immediate
payments to the farmers. Gram Viswas FPO has taken
this initiative with the guidance of Dr. Sangappa for
collecting and marketing the Chia seeds. A total 15.8
MT of Chia seeds procured from 28 farmers belongs to
Alwai, Gorta, Inchur & Mehakar villages.

Memoranda of Understanding

Date of Second Party/ Purpose of MoA/ MoU | Signed by Second
Agreement  [Licensee party In the presence of
04.04.24 Rasi Seeds (P) Ltd., Licensing of CSH 24MF | Mr. N. Saravanan, Drs. J. Stanley and
Tamil Nadu Business Head Avinash Singode
15.04.24 Loyola Academy, Students Research Dr. L. Joji Reddy Drs. J. Stanley and
Secunderabad SJ, Principal P. Sanjana
26.04.24 Gold Dust Kitchen, Licensing of 6-millet Mr. Nilay Jain, Dr. J. Stanley
Madhya Pradesh value added products | Proprietor
26.04.24 SR University, School | Students Research Dr. R.Archana Drs. J. Stanley and
of Reddy, Registrar Swarna Ronanki
Agriculture, Warangal
30.04.24 Vaishnavi Agro Licensing of 2-millet Mr. A. Shivakumar Dr. J. Stanley
Foods, value added products | Proprietor
Andhra Pradesh
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Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of Employee Programme details Type Organized by Dates

No.

1 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Review meeting on action taken on the recom- Online | Ministry of Agri. & 02 April,
mendations of the Task Force under the Co- Farmers Welfare, 2024.
Chairmanship of Secretary (A&FW) and Secre- DA&FW, New Delhi.
tary (DARE) and DG (ICAR) and made presenta-
tion on status on implementation of projects relat-
ed to Millets.
2 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Review Meeting of SMDs. Online | ICAR-New Delhi 05 April,
2024.

3 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi One Weeks (Online) International Faculty Devel- Online | Mahatma Hansraj 06 April,
opment Programme on Revolutionizing Agricul- Malaviya Mission 2024.
ture: Novel Perspectives on Technological Innova- Teacher Training Centre,
tions. Hansraj College,

University of Delhi.

4 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Online meeting on “Role & Importance of Sec- Online | ICAR-New Delhi 08 April,
ondary Agriculture” 2024

5 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Eco-regional Working Group meeting Online | ICAR-New Delhi 12 April,

2024

6 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Selection Committee meeting at Union Public Physical | UPSC, New Delhi 15 April,
Service Commission. 2024

7 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Meeting on ‘Viksit Bharat’ with respect to various | Online | ICAR-New Delhi 16 April,
commodities like Rice, Wheat, Maize, Oilseed, 2024
Pulses, Meat etc.

8 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Interaction meeting with the DG, ICAR & Secre- Physical | ICAR--NAARM, 19 April,
tary (DARE). Hyderabad 2024

9 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Workshop on Promotion of Climate Resilient Physical | ICAR-CRIDA, 23 April,
Crops / Varieties / Seeds (Climate Resilient / Hyderabad 2024
Smart Agriculture) & Panel Discussion on
“Bringing Resilient Agri Food Systems duringn
Vikasit Bharath”.

10 | Dr. C Tara Satyavathi FAO-ICRISAT Millet Seed Exchange meeting Online | FAO of the United 24 April,

Nations 2024
11 | Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Second Board of Studies (BoS) meeting Online | ICAR-CRIDA, 26 April,
Hyderabad 2024

12 | Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Meeting of the Divisional Heads under the Chair- | Online | DA&FW, New Delhi 29 April,
manship of AS (NRM) on to discuss the activities 2024.
of the Action Plan on Mission LiFe

13 Dr. C Tara Satyavathi Interaction meeting with the QRT team of Physical | ICAR--NAARM, 30 April,
NAARM Hyderabad 2024
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Global Centre of Excellence on Millets

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)
All India Research project on Pearl Millet / Sorghum / Small Millets

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456 Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,

Regional Research Station on Pearl Millet
Gudamalani, Barmer, Rajasthan

E mail: barmer@millets.res.in
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