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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Rajndranagar, Hyderabad-500030

Dr. Mangi Lal Jat, Secretary (DARE) and DG-ICAR, New Delhi launched IIMR FPOs Agro Mart and
Shree Anna Mechanization Centre to Boost Millet Value Chain

Dr. Mangi Lal Jat, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR), inaugurated the IIMR FPOs Agro Mart at the ICAR-Indian

‘ Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad
M on 27 April, 2025. The event was graced by
Padma Bhushan Dr. R. S Paroda, Former
¥ Secretary (DARE) and Director General
H (ICAR), Dr. Rakesh Chandra Agrawal, Deputy
§ Director  General (Agricultural  Education),
ICAR and Acting Director, NAARM, Dr. C.
Tara Satyavathi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Mr. Asif
Igbal, Project Manager, ICICI Foundation,
Scientists of IMR, FPO- Project Team.

The Agro-Mart, supported by ICICI foundation
under its Corporate Social responsibility (CSR),
has been established to showcase and
promote value added millet products
developed by Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs) with technical support from ICAR-IIMR.
The aim of this Agro Mart was to enhance the
M market presence of FPOs and increase the
profitability of millet farmers by promoting

processing, value addition & branding of farmers products.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi highlighted IMR’s efforts in strengthening millet-based FPOs across Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Odisha. Dr. Sangappa and Dr. K. Srinivasa Babu, Principal Investigators of the FPO
project, outlined the marketing strategies adopted by the [IMR through its FPO Millet Model.

Dr. Mangi Lal Jat appreciated ICAR-IIMRs initiatives in empowering rural communities through millet promotion and value
addition with the help of farmer collectives (FPOs). He highlighted that the IIMR FPOs Agro Mart would provide FPOs and

farmers direct access to consumers, improving market visibility and income generation.

On the same day, Dr. Jat also inaugurated the Shree Anna (Millet) Mechanization Centre established by ICAR-IIMR & QUAT,
Bhubaneswar. He emphasized the critical role of mechanization in reducing labour dependence, enhancing operational
efficiency, and promoting sustainable millet farming practices. He also stated that this type of initiatives is expected to
significantly strengthen the millet value chain by addressing key gaps in marketing and mechanization. ICAR-IMR will
establish such units in tribal areas under TSP plan to promote millet production and reduce the drudgery of farm women in
threshing and processing of millets.

‘ble Minister of Agriculture, Jharkhand, Smt. Sh||p| Neha Tirkey, to ICAR-
Smt. Shilpi Neha Tirkey, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Al =

Husbandry & Cooperative, Government of Jharkhand, visited ! ;
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on 30" Apr|| St ¢
2025. Hon'ble Minister visited the Shree Anna Processing Unit~ — #
along with Dr.C. Tara Satyavathi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, i
Hyderabad. Director, ICAR-IIMR briefed the millet-based
technologies, research activities undertaken, primary processing,
and value addition techniques developed by IIMR for
strengthening millet eco-system. Further, Dr. Sangappa & Dr. §
Srinivasa Babu, Pls of FPO-Project explained the role of IMR FPOs
in strengthening millet value chain at grass root level. The visit
highlighted opportunities for collaboration and millet promotion in

Jharkhand.
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Exposure Visit cum Training Program on Millets
Production, Processing, and Value Addition for

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad organized an Exposure Visit cum
Training Program on Millets Production, Processing, and
Value Addition to 35 Nuapada farmers of Odisha from 1+
April to 4" April 2025. This training was designed to provide

in depth knowledge on millet ecosystems from farm to fork
including the aspects of millet cultivation techniques and post-
harvest practices. The program provided an opportunity to
explore advanced millet technologies in millets with a special
focus on non-ragi millets. Through a blend of expert-led
sessions, inferactive discussions, field visits to millet
demonstration plots and hands-on training at primary
processing units, the farmers were equipped with practical
knowledge on improved good agricultural practices of millets.
The program emphasized the importance of integrating
scientific approaches into traditional farming to boost

productivity and income of the millet farmers. The entire |
training was coordinated by Dr. Sangappa, Dr. Rafi, Ms. |

Monalisha, and Ms. Meghana.

Exposure visit cum fraining program of Odisha

ICAR-

during 22 to 25"

-IIMR, Hyderabad.

addition. Scientists from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad conducted
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post- -added  product

FPO-

- -interaction on millets
in Sangareddy District

A pre-season awareness-cum-inferaction programme on
millets was organized at Chalki village of Nyalkal Mandal,
Sangareddy district on 24 April, 2025 under farmer FIRST
Project (FFP). Over 50 farmers who were selected for testing
project interventions on their fields, participated. They were
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briefed about the plan of field trials and activities of the
project to be carried out during rabi and summer season.
They were also informed about the benefits of processing
facility on millets which was established at Gangapur village.
Later, they visited kitchen gardens established under the
project and appreciated the pest and diseasefree good
quality vegetables compared to the local varieties. The data
to assess the improvement in livelihood status of the farmers
due to the project interventions in terms of social, physical,
financial, human and natural capitals, and their feedback
were collected with the help of interview schedule. In the
earlier phase, it was observed that the majority of farmers
were satisfied with the interventions of the project and there
was a significant improvement in economic and health status
after joining the project. The project staff namely, Miss. V.



S

Priyanka, SRF, Mr. Bhagath, FA from ICAR-IIMR, Chalki-FPO
officials namely, Mr. Rajesh, Mr. Rajappa and village
officials participated in this event. This programme was

organized under guidance of by Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke,
Principal Scientist & PI, FFP, ICAR-IMR, Hyderabad.

Visit by Annamalai University students

A group of 135 B.sc Agriculture students from Annamalai
University visited ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad for an exposure visit
on 1¢ April 2025. Ms. Meghana guided students to various
institute facilities, including millet fields and the primary
processing unit. Dr. Rafi demonstrated the health benefits of
millets and procedures involved in operating the millet
processing machinery. Dr. Sangappa elaborated on

innovative millet cultivation techniques, modern processing
technologies, and value addition technologies developed by
ICAR-IIMR to promote millet entrepreneurship. The visit aimed
to familiarize students with the latest advancements in millet

research, cultivation and processing fechnologies. The visit
was coordinated by Dr. Sangappa, & Ms. Meghana from
FPO-NEST.

Exposure visit to trainees from NI-

Participants from the National Institute for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (ni-msme), visited ICAR-IIMR on 9 April
2025 & 239 April 2025 as part of their exposure visit
program organised for Assistant Project Managers (APMs) &
Community Coordinators (CCs) of SERP. During the visit, the
participants were exposed fo various institutional activities
and ongoing research initiatives at IIMR focused on
sustainable millet cultivation, value addition and market
linkages. They were explored to the millet fields and
advanced millet production technologies adopted at millet
crop cafeteria. The participants also visited primary
processing units and gained hands-on experience in
cleaning, grading, dehulling, and milling processes essential
for millet processing. The exposure visit helped participants
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understand the end-to-end millet value chain and explore
possibilities for replication in their respective regions. Dr.
Sangappa, scientist coordinated the exposure visit.

—

Visit of Odisha farmers

As a part of 5-day training program on Improved
Technologies for Enhancing Oilseeds Productivity in Odisha,
a group of farmers from Odisha visited ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad on 21t April 2025. During the visit, the farmers
were given an overview of millet cultivation practices
including climate-resilient varieties and low-cost agronomic
techniques. They also actively participated in live
demonstrations of primary processing of millets at the Shree
Anna Training Unit. The program aimed to build awareness
and equip the farmers with sustainable techniques for
enhancing productivity and value addition. The interaction
highlighted the scope of integrating millet-based systems
alongside oilseed cultivation to improve farm resilience and
profitability. Mr. Prashanth & Ms. Meghana from FPO
NEST team coordinated this visit.

Visit of Jai Jawan Kisan participants

As part of the Jai Jawan Kisan Program, a group of 32 ex-
servicemen visited ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad, where they
explored the institute’s millet processing units and Agromart,
gaining first-hand knowledge of FPO operations, marketing
linkages, and value-addition techniques. Dr. Rafi from FPO-
NEST briefed about the FPO activities promoted by ICAR-
IIMR, Hyderabad and explained about the business
opportunities and collaboration opportunities available with
FPOs in Andhra Pradesh. During the visit, the ex-servicemen
gained first-hand experience in primary processing activities
of millets. The exposure visit motivated participants to explore
millet-based agribusiness ventures as sustainable livelihood
options in their post-retirement life. The program emphasized
self-reliance, rural entrepreneurship, and the role of millets in
nutritional and economic security. The visit was coordinated
by Dr. Sangappa, Dr. Rafi and Mr. Anup from FPO NEST
Team.



Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

Innovators Meet on
“Fostering Agri-Innovation
and Agri- Entrepreneur-
ship” organized by ICAR-
National Institute for Re-
search on Commercial
Agriculture, Rajahmundry,
delivered talk on “Innovate
to Elevate: Navigating the
Technical path to Innova-
tion”.

ICAR-NIRCA,
Rajahmundry.

ICAR-NICRA,
Rajahmundry.

Physical

08.04.2025

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

two-day Regional Work-
shop &  Stakeholders’
Meeting on “Strengthening
of Farmer Producer Or-
ganizations  (FPOs)  for
Efficient and Sustainable
Agri-entrepreneurship  in
Vibrant Villages of North-
east India”

College of Agriculture,
Central Agricultural
University, Tawang,
Arunachal Pradesh.

College of Agriculture,
Central Agricultural
University, Tawang,
Arunachal Pradesh.

Physical

18-19 April
2025

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

Meeting on “Expert Con-
sultation on Preparing Fu-
ture Ready Youths for En-
trepreneurship  Develop-
ment in Agriculture” orga-
nized by NAAS,

New Delhi.

NAAS, New Delhi.

NAAS, New Delhi

Online

22.04.2025

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

Bharat Higher Education
Summit (BHES) 2025

Mahindra University,
Hyderabad

Mahindra University,
Hyderabad

Physical

24.04.2025

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

Interaction  with  visitors
from Sharda  University
and Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University for
collaborative research ini-
tiatives.

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad |-

28.04.2025

Dr. C Tara Satyavathi

Meeting on Heartfulness
day

Heartyculture Natural
Products (HNP), Kanha
Shanti Vanam,
Hyderabad.

Kanha Shanti Vanam,
Hyderabad.

Physical

29.04.2025

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)
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