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Inauguration of Jowar Rath 

DSR held an exhibition of sorghum products and publications on Sunday, August 23, 09 at the premises of the Agri 
Biotech Foundation in ANGRAU campus which was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Dr. YS 
Rajasekhara Reddy. On this occasion, Sh. Ponnala Lakshmaiah, Minister for Major and Medium Irrigation, AP inaugurated 
'Jowar Rath', a mobile van to popularize sorghum and other millet foods. The Hon’ble Minister asserted that there is a 
great need to create awareness about the health benefits of sorghum consumption among the rural masses and urban 
population. Mr. Prakash Goud, MLA, Rajendranagar, Prof. Raghava Reddy, VC, ANGRAU and Dr. MV Rao, MLC & Chairman, 
Agri biotech Foundation  also participated in this programme. DSR is popularizing sorghum and other millet foods through 
'production to consumption system’ through value chain linkage under the support of NAIP. The mobile publicity van will be 
used to create awareness on sorghum foods among the 'health conscious' consumers. It will also provide training in 
entrepreneurship development to small-scale processors, women self-help groups and NGOs located in rural areas. We 
plan to conduct eight events or exhibitions each month in different parts of AP and Maharashtra. This inaugural function 
was organized and coordinated by Drs N. Seetharama, B. Dayakar Rao and CV Ratnavathi.  
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In this issue……... समाचार सारांश 
ज्वार रथ का उद्घाटन : आीं ूदेश के माननीय मुख्य मंऽी डॉ. वाई एस 
राजशेखर रेड्डी जी ने रिववार, 23 अगःत 2009 को आचायर् एन जी रंगा 
कृिष िवश्विवद्यालय में एमी बॉयोटेक फाउंडेशन के पिरसर में ज्वा.अनु.िन. द्वारा 
लगाई गई ज्वार उत्पादों तथा ूकाशनों की ूदशर्नी का उद्घाटन िकया । इस 
अवसर पर ौी पोन्नला लआमय्या, बड़े तथा मध्यम िसंचाई मंऽी, आीं ूदेश 
ने ज्वार तथा अन्य मोटे अनाज के खाद्य पदाथोर्ं को लोकिूय बनाने हेतु एक 
चल यान - ज्वार रथ का उद्घाटन िकया ।  
 

ूकाशन का िवमोचन : ौी एस जयपाल रेड्डी, माननीय कें िीय शहरी 
िवकास मंऽी, भारत सरकार ने 23 अगःत 2009 को आचायर् एन जी रंगा 
कृिष िवश्विवद्यालय में एमी बॉयोटेक फाउंडेशन के पिरसर में उक्त उद्घाटन के 
दौरान ज्वा.अनु.िन. की जोन्ना तो रुिचकरमैना वंटालु नामक तेलुगु पुःतक 
का औपचािरक रूप से िवमोचन िकया ।  
 

आचायर् एन जी रंगा कृिष िवश्विवद्यालय में ज्वार ःटाल : ज्वा.अनु.िन. 
ने 23 अगःत 2009 को आचायर् एन जी रंगा कृिष िवश्विवद्यालय में एमी 
बॉयोटेक फाउंडेशन के नए भवन के उद्घाटन के दौरान ूदशर्नी में ए पी 

ज्वा.अ.िन. के घटनाबम तथा अ.भा.स.ज्वा.उ. पिरयोजना समाचार 
हैदराबाद           सोलापुर             वरंगल  

Dr. YS Rajashekhara Reddy, Hon’ble CM (AP) inaugurated the exhibition of 
sorghum products and Jowar Rath-a mobile van to popularize sorghum 

Shri. P Laxmaiah, Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation (AP)  
inaugurating the demonstration kiosk of “Jowar Rath” 

कृ.प.ृउ. 
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नेदरलैंड पिरयोजना की उपलिब्धयों पर ज्वार ःटाल लगाया, िजसमें ज्वार तथा 
अन्य मोटे अनाज के खाद्य पदाथर् ूदिशर्त िकए गए ।  
 
पादप िक़ःम सरंक्षण तथा ईडीवीएस में वैधताएं पर ूिशक्षण-सह-
िशक्षण कायर्शाला : ज्वार अनुसंधान िनदेशालय के द्वारा बीज उद्योगों तथा 
अ.भा.स.ज्वा.उ.प. कें िों के वैज्ञािनकों के लाभाथर् कृिष में बौिद्धक संपदा 
अिधकार के मुद्दों, िवशेषकर ईडीवीएस पर जागरूकता लाने के ूयोजन से पादप 
िक़ःम संरक्षण तथा ईडीवीएस में वैधताएं पर 27-28 अगःत 2009 को 
ूिशक्षण-सह-िशक्षण कायर्शाला का आयोजन िकया गया । डॉ. डी एम हेगड़े, 
िनदेशक, ितलहन अनुसंधान िनदेशालय ने इस कायर्बम का उद्घाटन िकया 
तथा प्लांट वेराइटी ूोटेक्शन मेड इजी नामक ूिशक्षण मैनुअल का िवमोचन 
िकया ।  
 
रबी ज्वार पर िवशेष योजना बैठक : वतर्मान पिरदृँय में ज्वार की खेती 
की िःथित तथा उसके ूबंधन की समीक्षा हेतु 20-21 अगःत 2009 के दौरान 
ज्वार अनुसंधान िनदेशालय, हैदराबाद में रबी ज्वार पर एक िवशेष योजना 
बैठक आयोिजत की गई ।     
  
डस ूके्षऽ परीक्षणों का िनरीक्षण : डस िनगरानी दल के अध्यक्ष डॉ. ईए 
िसद्दीक तथा ौी रमेश कुमार, एसटीओ; पीपीवी तथा एफआरए, नई िदल्ली ने 
20 अगःत 2009 को िनदेशालय के डस परीक्षण के्षऽों का िनरीक्षण िकया । 
   
ःवतंऽता िदवस समारोह : िनदेशालय में 15 अगःत 2009 को अत्यंत 
उत्साह एवं उमंग के साथ देश का 62वाँ ःवतंऽता िदवस मनाया गया । इस 
अवसर पर संःथान के िनदेशक ने ध्वजारोहण िकया तथा समारोह में 
उपिःथत लोगों को संबोिधत िकया । 
 
जवै-ूौद्योिगकी मंच की गितिविधयाँ : िनदेशालय के जैव-ूौद्योिगकी चचार् 
शृंखला के अंतगर्त डॉ. आर िमनाक्षी संुदरम,् विरष्ठ वैज्ञािनक (जैव-ूौद्योिगकी), 
चावल अनुसंधान िनदेशालय ने 11 अगःत 2009 को ज्वा.अनु.िन. के सभागहृ 
में िफल्ड टेिःटंग ऑफ शांःजेिनक बॉप्स Ð एक्सिपिरएंसेस ृाम ए िफल्ड 
िविजट टू यू.एस.ए. पर व्याख्यान िदया । 
 
अितिथ व्याख्यान : डॉ. सुभाष चंि, अध्यक्ष, सांिख्यकी एकक, युिनविसर्टी 
ऑफ िवक्टोिरया, आःशेिलया ने 19 अगःत 2009 को ज्वा.अनु.िन. के 
सभागहृ में आइडेंिटफेकेशन ऑफ शेट-िलंक्ड माकर् र इन माकर् र-डेिफिसयेंट बॉप्स 
पर व्याख्यान िदया ।  
 
ःथानांतरण : ज्वा.अनु.िन. का नया कें ि जल्दी ही महाराष्टर् के जालना में 
कायर् करना ूारंभ कर देगा । इस कें ि पर इस कें ि पर अनुसंधानपरक 
गितिविधयों को ूारंभ करने की पहल के रूप में डॉ. टी जी नागेश्वर राव 
(ू.वैज्ञािनक तथा ूभारी अिधकारी), डॉ. एस रिव कुमार, डॉ. शिशधर रेड्डी 
तथा डॉ. एन कन्नबाबू (सभी विरष्ठ वैज्ञािनक) सिम्मिलत वैज्ञािनक दल का 
उक्त जालना कें ि में ःथानांतरण िकया गया है ।   
 
ज्वा.अनु.िन. में दो नए वैज्ञािनकों द्वारा कायर्भार महण  
 
भा.कृ.अनु.सं. के के्षऽीय कें ि, इंदौर में विरष्ठ वैज्ञािनक के रूप में कायर्रत डॉ. 

मोहन यादव संदरु ने ज्वा.अनु.िन. में 5 अगःत 2009 को ूधान 
वैज्ञािनक (पादप ूजनन) के रूप में कायर्भार महण िकया है । 

 
रा.कृ.अनु.ू.अकादमी, हैदराबाद में अपना कृ.अनु.वै. ूिशक्षण पूणर् करने के 

पश्चात ्डॉ. शिश भूषण चौधरी, वैज्ञािनक (पादप ूजनन) ने 29 अगःत 
2009 को ज्वा.अनु.िन. में कायर्भार महण िकया है । 

पदोन्नित : िवभागीय पदोन्नित सिमित की िसफारीश पर ौी गोपाल कृंणा 
तथा डॉ. के वी राघवेन्ि राव को टी-6 से टी (7-8) में पदोन्नत िकया गया है 
। दोनों को संःथान की ओर से हािदर्क बधाई ! 
 
अ.भा.स.ज्वा.उ.प. समाचार  
 
इंदौर में मोटे अनाज पर आयोिजत संगोष्ठी में अ.भा.स.ज्वा.उ.प. 
वैज्ञािनकों की सहभािगता : इंदौर के अ.भा.स.ज्वा.उ.प. के वैज्ञािनक दल 
ने राज्य कृषक आयोग, भोपाल द्वारा 11 अगःत 2009 को कृिष महािवद्यालय, 
इंदौर में मोटे अनाज की खेती पर आयोिजत संगोष्ठी में भाग िलया ।  
 
राहुरी में डस ूके्षऽों की िनगरानी : डॉ एस एन खडे, नोडल अिधकारी 
तथा ौी रमेश कुमार, एसटीओ; पीपीवी तथा एफआरए, नई िदल्ली द्वारा 21-
22 अगःत 2009 को एम.पी.के.वी. के डस कें ि, राहुरी में डस ूके्षऽों का 
िनरीक्षण िकया गया ।  
 
लब्ध-ूितष्ठ आगंतुक : डॉ. िरचडर् एस कैहून, ूमुख, आरएस कैहून एंड 
असोिसएट्स, न्यू यॉकर्  तथा भूतपूवर् ूोफेसर, कॉनेर्ल्ल युिनविसर्टी, यू.एस.ए. 
और पायोनीर सीड्स िलिमटेड, हैदराबाद से डॉ. टीवी रामय्या, बायोटेक 
अफेयसर् मैनेजर, ौी जोगेश्वर रेड्डी, ूॉडक्ट मैनेजर तथा ौी कृंणा मोहन झा, 
शायल ऑिफसर 25 अगःत 2009 को ज्वा.अनु.िन. में आए ।  
 
ःटाफ सदःयों के द्वारा मैऽी वकृ्षारोपण कायर्बम : संःथान के िनदेशक 
ने ज्वा.अनु.िन. के पिरसर में 26 अगःत 2009 को आयोिजत मैऽी वकृ्षारोपण 
कायर्बम का उद्घाटन िकया । 
 
रा.का.स. की बैठक : ज्वा.अनु.िन; हैदराबाद में 22 अगःत 2009 को 
रा.का.स. की बैठक आयोिजत की गई । 
 
आकोला में ज्वार कटाई मशीन के िवकासकतार् का िनधन : डॉ 
साहेबराव एम भेंडे, ूके्षऽ मिशनरी िवभाग के अध्यक्ष तथा पी.डी.के.वी; 
आकोला में भा.कृ.अनु.प. पिरयोजना के ूभारी, ज्वार कटाई मशीन के 
िवकासकतार् का 13 अगःत 2009 को िनधन हो गया ।  
 

  िहंदी सारानुवाद : डॉ. महेश कुमार 

राजभाषा कायार्न्वयन सिमित की बैठक  
राजभाषा कायार्न्वयन संबंधी िविभन्न िवषयों पर िवचार-िवमशर् 
हेतु डॉ एन सीतारामा, िनदेशक की अध्यक्षता में 22 अगःत 
2009 को रा.का.स. की बैठक का आयोजन िकया गया । बठैक 
में डॉ जे एस िमौ, ूभारी अिधकारी-िहंदी कक्ष (उपाध्यक्ष), ौी 
डब्ल्यु एस भट्ट, सहायक ूशासिनक अिधकारी (भंडार), ौी ए वी 
राव, सहायक ूशासिनक अिधकारी (ःथापना), डॉ मोिनका दलाल, 
ूभारी अिधकारी-पुःतकालय, ौी मुकेश, ूभारी अिधकारी-
कृ.अनु.सू.तं; डॉ. राघवेन्ि राव, ूभारी अिधकारी-तकनीकी कक्ष 
(सदःय) तथा डॉ. महेश कुमार, िहंदी अनुवादक (सदःय-सिचव) 
उपिःथत थे । बैठक में 7-14 िसतंबर 2009 के दौरान िहंदी 
सप्ताह समारोह मनाए जाने तथा उक्त अविध के दौरान िहंदी में 
हःताक्षर अिभयान चलाए जाने का िनणर्य िलया गया । इस 
समारोह के दौरान िविभन्न ूितयोिगताओ ं का आयोजन करने 
तथा िवजेताओ ंको नकद पुरःकार ूदान िकए हेतु िदशा-िनदेर्श 
िदए गए ।  
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Release of publication 
 
A book entitled “Jonna to ruchikaramaina vantalu 
” (Delicious recipes of sorghum) in Telugu, was formally 

released by Sh. S Jaipal Reddy, Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Urban development during the above inauguration function 
at ANGRAU on August 23, 2009. This publication illustrates 
various sorghum recipes and their preparation procedures.  
He also released a CD on video film on “Package of 
Practices of Kharif sorghum” (produced jointly by ITC Ltd 
and DSR, Hyderabad). 
 
Sorghum stall at ANGRAU receives many 
visitors 
 

DSR setup the sorghum stall on achievements of AP 
Netherlands projects  in the exhibition during the 

inauguration of the new office building of the Agri Biotech 
Foundation at ANGRAU on August 23, 2009, where sorghum 
and other millet foods were displayed. Dignitaries including 
Directors of the sister ICAR institutes, and scientists from 
various SAUs visited the sorghum stall. The importance of 
sorghum as health and nutritious food was explained to the 
visitors by Drs. SV Rao, and KBRS Visarada.  Sorghum food 
kits and relevant literature was distributed to the dignitaries. 

Sh. S Jaipal Reddy, Hon’ble Union Minister for Urban Develop-
ment releasing the book. Also seen: Sh. P Lakshmaiah, Hon’ble 

Minister,  Mr. Prakash Gaud, MLA, Dr. MV Rao, MLC and Chair-
man Agri-Biotech Foundation, CV Ratnavathi, Dayakar Rao  and 

others 

Dr. DM Hegde, Director, DoR, and other dignitaries at the  
sorghum stall  

Training-cum-learning workshop on 
“Legalities in the protection of plant 
varieties and EDVs”  
 

Training-cum-learning workshop on “Legalities in the 
Protection of Plant Varieties and EDVs” was organized by 
DSR Hyderabad from August 27-28, 2009, to create 
awareness of IPR issues in agriculture, especially on EDVs.  
It was organized to benefit scientists from seed industry 
and centres of All India Coordinated Research Project on 

Sorghum (AICSIP). This event also stimulated interaction 
between public and private sector scientists. The training 
was attended by 40 delegates representing the cross-
section of the major private and public sector seed 
companies, and agricultural universities. The participants 
studied the process of filling the PVP forms and discussed 
intricacies involved. Dr. DM Hegde, Director, DOR, 
inaugurated this programme and released the training 
manual entitled “Plant variety protection made easy”.  The 
training programme encompassed following major themes: 

The concept of EDVs under PPV and FR Act 2001; 
Approaches to differentiate EDVs from the IVs; relevant 
provisions under UPOV; The Technical and legal aspects of 
protection of New varieties and EDVs; FAQs and critical 
issues on legal aspects of plant variety protection; plant 
patent litigations in India and abroad; Seed industries role 
and future.  Practical sessions included: Modalities for 
Registration of plant varieties and EDVs: Filling up of the 
form of extant, new, EDV transgenics,  

Dr. DM Hegde, chief guest, delivering his inaugural address  

Delegates in apt attention during the proceedings of the programme 
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variety of common knowledge, variety in public domain and 
Farmer’s varieties, precautions to be taken; Molecular basis 
of differentiating EDVs and plant varieties. Drs. Vilas A 
Tonapi and M Elangovan were the course directors. The 
recommendations that emerged during sessions are being 
posted at DSR website: www. sorghum.res.in. The proceed-
ings will be  circulated soon. 
 

Special planning meeting on rabi sorghum   

A special planning meeting on rabi sorghum was held at the 
Directorate of Sorghum Research (DSR) Hyderabad, during 
August 20-21, 2009 to review the situation of sorghum cul-
tivation and its management under present scenario. Scien-

tists from AICSIP (SAUs), ICRISAT, CRS-Solapur, and DSR, 
Hyderabad participated. It was hoped that during rabi, 
2009 up to 30% additional area will be planted with sor-
ghum considering shortage of fodder. The issues like ex-
change of materials, patent application, IPR, and inter-and-
intra institutional collaborative research activities were also 
discussed. Dr. VR Bhagwat facilitated this event. 
 
Monitoring DUS field tests 
 

The Chairman of DUS monitoring team Dr. EA Siddiq and 
Sh. Ramesh Kumar, STO, PPV & FRA, at New Delhi visited 
DUS testing fields of the institute on August 20, 2009. They 
critically inspected all the legal and procedural stipulations 

regarding conduct of DUS trials. The procedures for data 
recording and documentation of various traits were also 
verified.  The chairman expressed full satisfaction over the 
conduct of the DUS trials during 2008-09. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi 
facilitated the visit. 

Sorghum scientists deliberating on new research priorities for  
improving rabi sorghum 

Drs. EA Siddiq (centre) and Ramesh Kumar (extreme right) 
assessing the conduct of DUS trials by DSR scientists 

Independence Day celebrated  
The Nation’s 62nd Independence Day was celebrated 
with great enthusiasm and gaiety on August 15, 09.  Di-
rector, DSR hoisted the flag and addressed the gather-

ing. He also distributed prizes to the winners of various 
sport events organized to mark the occasion. Dr. M 
Elangovan, Sr. Scientist and the Secretary of Recreation 
Club, with the help of numerous enthusiastic volunteers 
organized various competitions. Sorghum snacks were 
distributed. 
 

Biotech Forum activities 
Dr Meenakshi Sundaram, Senior Scientist 

(Biotechnology), Directorate of Rice Research (DRR) 
made a presentation on “Field Testing of Transgenic 
crops – Experiences from a field visit to USA” at the 
seminar hall of DSR on August 11, 2009. Scientists and 
students from DSR, and CRIDA attended and actively 
participated in the discussions, which centered mostly 
on the guidelines followed for transgenic field testing in 
India and USA. Dr. P Rajendra Kumar from DSR coordi-
nated the proceedings. 
 

Guest lecture 
Dr. Subhash Chandra, Head of Statistics Unit, University 
of Victoria, Australia delivered a lecture on “Identification 
of trait-linked markers in marker-deficient crops” at the 
Seminar Hall of DSR on August 19, 2009. The presenta-
tion was focused on the statistical aspects of the identifi-
cation of trait linked molecular markers. Scientists and 
students from DSR, and other sister institutes DRR and 
DOR attended and actively participated in the discus-
sions.  

The Director, DSR addressing the staff highlighting the  
progress and future of sorghum based agriculture 

Dr Meenakshi Sundaram (right) presenting a seminar on field 
testing of transgenics in the USA 
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Dr. Subhash Chandra (right) delivering lecture on identification of 

Pioneers to develop Jalna centre 
The new centre of DSR at 
Jalna in the state of Ma-
harashtra will start func-
tioning soon.  Jalna is in the 
heart of sorghum-growing 
region of the country. Apart 
from the Off-Season Nurs-
ery (OSN) facility, Jalna cen-
tre aims to boost sorghum 
productivity by introducing 
new technology, better ag-
ronomic practices, and 
more effective provision of 
key support ser-
vices through this centre.  
To begin with, a team of the 

following four scientists were transferred to Jalna: Drs. TG 
Nageshwar Rao (Pr. Scientist and Officer In-charge), S 
Ravi Kumar (Sr. Scientist — Agronomy), Ch.Sashidhar 
Reddy (Sr. Scientist –Extension) & N Kannababu (Sr. Sci-
entist – Seed Technology). 
 

Two scientists join DSR 
Dr. Mohan Yadao Samdur, previously Sr. 
Scientist, IARI regional station, Indore joined 
as Principal Scientist (Pl. Breeding) at DSR 
on  August 5, 2009. To start with, he will 
work at Solapur campus of DSR.   
His e-mail id is: samdur@sorghum.res.in. 

 
Dr. Shashi Bhushan Choudhary, Scientist 
(Plant Breeding) joined DSR on 29 August, 
09 after completing his ARS training at 
NAARM, Hyderabad. His e-mail id is 
Choudhary.@sorghum.res.in. 
 

Welcome to DSR family, Drs. Samdur &  
Choudhary. 
 
Promotions 

Based on the recommendations 
of the Departmental Promotion 
Committee (DPC), the following 
technical staff – Sh. D Gopala 
Krishna (left) and Dr. KV 
Raghavendra Rao (right) were 
promoted from grade T-6 to T (7-8).   

TGN Rao 

N Kanna Babu Sashidhar Reddy 

S RaviKumar 

 
Participation of AICSIP scientists in the 
seminar on coarse cereals at Indore 
 

A seminar on “Cultivation practices of coarse cereals” 
was organized by Rajya Krushak Ayog, (Madhya Pradesh 
State Farmers’ Commission) Bhopal at College of Agricul-
ture, Indore on August 11, 2009. Dr. Ramkrishna Kusu-

maria, Hon’ble Agricultural Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh inaugurated the seminar, and it was chaired by 
Dr. Rajendra Pathak, Chairman of Rajya Krishak Ayog. 
About 90 farmers from 8 districts participated in this 
seminar. The AICSIP team at Indore centre Dr. SN 
Upadhyay, NS Thakur and Usha Saxena addressed the 
farmers and appraised them about package and prac-
tices of sorghum cultivation and briefed them about im-
proved sorghum varieties and hybrids. The dignitaries 
and farmers were also taken to the sorghum fields. The 
team had a brief discussion on sorghum cultivation prac-
tices and recent developments in sorghum marketing 
and utilization. Along with the above team members, Drs. 
BB Kushwah and VP Kataria also actively participated in 
this programme. 
 
Monitoring of DUS field at Rahuri 

AICSIP news 

Dr. Ramkrishna Kusumaria,  Hon’ble Agricultural Minister,  
Madhya Pradesh state and other dignitaries on the dais 

Review of conduct of DUS trials at Rahuri 
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scale commercial production. The team expressed it’s keen 
interest for further interaction with DSR for exchange on 
scientific and technical information on transgenics.  
 
Planting “friendship trees” by teams of staff 
The tree plantation programme for DSR Campus was held 
on August 26, 2009. The programme was launched by the 

Director. He exhorted the staff to form teams to plant 
“Friendship trees” to transform the campus into one of the 
green and beautiful places. The saplings were planted near 
the newly constructed compound wall. 
 

Selected new publications-August, 2009 
Journal Papers:  
1.Satish K, Srinivas G, Madhusudhana R, Padmaja PG, Mu-

rali Mohan S, Nagaraja Reddy R, Seetharama N. 2009. 
Identification of quantitative trait loci (QTLs) for resis-
tance to shoot fly in sorghum [Sorghum bicolor (L.) 
Moench]. Theor Appl Genet (Accepted for publication) 
(IF – 8.9).  

 
2.  Visarada, K. B. R. S. Kanti Meena, C. Aruna, S. Srujana, 

N. Saikishore, and N.Seetharama 2009. Transgenic 
Breeding: Perspectives and Prospects. Crop Science 
49: 1555-1563 (IF- 8.1).  

 

Book: 
Vilas A Tonapi, M 
Elangovan, Gururaj Ku-
lakarni, Raghunath Ku-
lakarni, KV Raghavendra 
Rao and N Seetharama. 
2009. Plant variety pro-
tection made easy 
( ISBN 81-89335-25-1) 
pp 201.  Available at 
DSR (price: Rs. 600/- 
per copy + Rs. 50 
(postage extra). For cop-
ies please write to Direc-
tor, Directorate of Sor-
ghum Research, Rajen-
dranagar,  
Hyderabad 500 030.  
 
 

The monitoring of DUS field was organized at DUS centre of 
MPKV, Rahuri by  Dr. PD Khade, nodal officer, and Sh. 
Ramesh Kumar, STO, PPV & FRA; New Delhi monitored the 
DUS trial on August 21-22, 2009.  The monitoring team 
report was submitted to the PPV & FRA authority, New 
Delhi. Mr. Raghunath Kulakarni (RA), V Subhakar (SRF) 
from DSR also accompanied this visit. 
 

Distinguished visitors 
Dr. Richard S Cahoon, Principal, RS Cahoon & Associates, 

New York and a former professor at Cornell University, USA 
and currently a visiting faculty at NAARM, Hyderabad visited 
DSR on August 25, 2009. The purpose of the visit was to 
learn how the Indian national sorghum research is benefit-
ting farmers and consumers. Director, DSR explained the 
visitor about the new initiatives, monitoring and motiva-
tional techniques being practiced at DSR to increase the 
scientific and intellectual output of this institute run with 
public funds and to enhance the social relevance, higher 
economic benefit to rural livelihood on sustainable basis. 
Dr. Cahoon also made some good suggestions on commer-
cialization of sorghum research by DSR.  Drs. B Dayakar 
Rao and Rajendra Chapke also participated in the delibera-
tions. 
 
Dr. TV Ramanaiah, Biotech affairs manager, Mr Jogeswar 
Reddy, Product Manager and Mr. Krishna Mohan Jha, Trial 
officer of Pioneer Seeds limited, Hyderabad visited DSR on 

August 25, 2009. The team had an elaborate discussion 
with the Director and sh. D Balakrishna on testing for bio-
safety especially on promotion of Bt sorghum for large  

Dr. Richard S Cahoon (second from right) discussing on scope for 
commercialization of commodity based research in India 

Team from Pioneer Seeds in dialogue with Director on biosafety 
protocols 

DSR staff planting friendship trees 
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Dr. Ian Godwin delivers lecture 

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

Official Tours  

S. 
No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 N Seetharama,  
VR Bhagwat, MS Raut,  
MY Samdur & R Chapke 

Workplan meeting of Harnessing  
Opportunities for Productivity En-
hancement (HOPE) of sorghum and 
millets in sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia 

M ICRISAT, 
Patancheru 

11-12 Aug, 09 

2 Vilas A Tonapi Annual review of ICAR Seed Project M New Delhi 24-25 Aug, 09 

3 B Dayakar Rao &  
Rajendra R Chapke 

Special work-shop on “ Agripreneur-
ship: managing agricultural innovation 
and Enterprise development” 

W NAARM,  
Hyderabad 

24-26 Aug, 09 

4 A Venkateswara Rao Special training programme on 
“Handling of CAT and Court cases” for 
ICAR officials” 

T ISTM, New Delhi 24-29 Aug, 09 

5 C Aruna &  
R Madhusudhana 

 Workshop on “I mas—testing” W ICRISAT,  
Hyderabad 

 24-26 Aug, 09 

6 SS Rao & 
AV Umakanth 
  

Team building workshop by  IBS,  
Hyderabad 

T IIBS, CFAI,  
Hyderabad 

26-27 Aug, 09 

7 N Seetharama & SS Rao Brainstorming meeting on “Biomass-
derived bio-products” 

M TIFAC (GoI),  
Hyderabad 

28 Aug,, 09 

8 SS Rao, 
AV Umakanth & 
BV Bhat 

National Seminar on “Biological and 
Alternative Energies-Present and 
Future” 
  

S Visakhapatnam 30-31 Aug, 09  

9 IK Das Workshop on “PME support for  
consortia-based research project in 
agriculture” 

T NAARM, 
Hyderabad 

31 Aug. – 5 
Sept, 09 

S. 
No 

Name of the 
 Official 

Place  
Visited 

Dates Purpose 

1 NVRN Murty &  
D Rambabu 

CRS, Solapur 5-7 Aug, 09 Internal audit and verification of records 

2 B Dayakar Rao CIFT, Cochin 29 Aug,,09 To participate the inaugural function of Zonal Technology 
Management and Business Planning and Development 
(ZTMC-BPD) units of South Zone under NAIP, as a mem-
ber of the ZTMU- South Zone. 

3 VR Bhagwat, TGN Rao, 
B Subbarayudu, 
RR Chapke, A Kalaisekar, 
Shashi Choudhary &  
Sankarpandian 
(Kovilpatti) 

Palem (AP) 31 Aug,09 Monitoring AICSIP trials and material 

4 M Elangovan, G Shyam 
Prasad, K Hariprasanna 

Coimbatore 31 Aug. – 5 
Sept., 09 

Monitoring AICSIP trials and material 

Dr. Ian Godwin, University of Queensland , Australia 
delivered a lecture on “Recent advances in sorghum 
biotechnology” at the Seminar Hall of DSR on Au-
gust 31, 2009. The talk was focused on the grain 
quality improvement by using biotechnological tools. 
Scientists and students from DSR, and other sister 
institutes DRR and DOR attended and actively par-
ticipated in the discussions. Dr. P Rajendra Kumar 
from DSR was the coordinator of this event. 

Dr. Ian Godwin (extreme right) delivering lecture to the biotech forum 
scientists 
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Centre on Rabi Sorghum (DSR), NH 9, 
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.) 
Tel: 0217-2373456 
Telefax: 0217-2373456 
 

E mail: raut@nrcsorghum.res.in 

Off-season Nursery (DSR),  
ARS Farm, Mulugu Road,  
Warangal - 506 007 (AP) 
Tel: 0870-2530963  
Telefax: 0870-2530963 

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030 (AP) 
Tel: 040-24015349, 24018651 
Fax: 040-24016378 
Email: nrchyd@ap.nic.in 
Website: www.nrcjowar.res.in 

Thought for the month 
"Remember that fear always lurks behind perfectionism.  Confronting your fears and allowing yourself the right to be human 
can, paradoxically, make you a far happier and more productive person."      

                 -- David M. Burns 

Sad demise of developer of sorghum harvester at Akola 
 

Dr. Sahebrao M Bhende (54), Head of the department of Farm Machinery and In-
charge, ICAR Project at PDKV, Akola, designer of sorghum harvester, expired on Au-
gust 13, 2009 due to cardiac arrest.  Plans were underway at PDKV Akola to initiate 
a pilot study on mechanizing sorghum cultivation under his leadership. The idea 
was to mechanize most of the operations including planting, inter-cultivation and 
harvesting of sorghum. Our initial personal interactions helped understand his crea-
tive designing skills and enthusiasm to cooperate in achieving the above said goal. 
The DSR family joins the bereaved family of Dr. Bhende in condoling the sad and 
sudden demise of Dr. Bhende. May his soul rest in peace! Dr SM Bhende (extreme left) with his 

harvester 


