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Varietal Identification Committee meeting

Varietal Identification Committee meeting for Sorghum
and Small Millets was held at Indian Institute of Millets
Research, Hyderabad under the chairmanship of Dr. IS

Solanki, ADG (FFC), ICAR, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi on 19
August, 2017. The other members present were: Dr. Raji
Reddy, Director of Research, PJTSAU, Hyderabad, Ms. K
Kanaka Durga, Principal Scientist, National Seed Project
(Crops), Hyderabad, Mr. G Nareemani, Additional Direc-
tor of Agriculture, Government of Telangana, Hyderabad,
Dr. Y Yogeshwar Rao, Chairman & Managing Director,
Vicky’s Agrisciences Private Limited, Hyderabad, Sh. SM
Rafiq, Sr. Breeder, Nuziveedu Seeds Pvt. Limited, Hydera-
bad, Dr. M Sujatha, Principal Scientist, Indian Institute of
Oilseeds Research, Hyderabad, Dr. Mahender Kumar,
Principal Scientist, Indian Institute of Rice Research, Hy-
derabad, Dr. VA Tonapi, Director, IIMR & Project Coordi-
nator (Member Secretary -Sorghum) and Dr. Prabhakar,
Project Coordinator ( Member Secretary -Small Millets)

August, 2017

AR URRT
frew g wfafa #ir dow
HIHITH, Fed@re A 19 3FRed, 2017 & 3. S wH
Hiciehl, WETTh HElweReh (T Td °URT Blel), HIH3IY,
s foeel &1 et # SAR T @Y FeeAl o A
wmaﬁmm@lmammm
¥ 2- @i% SaR d@Y, 3- @G AR A, 1- W sarR
HY, 2- Tehel He IRT SIR HHY dAT 1- Thel He AR
fohEA QAT FeT 9 TT oY deeall H 2- e, 1- el JAuT
1- e & sreaTdl o aefRar @ adveror fRar |
HFHIT & qM¥ gfades v Fast N 47 [TEHR
HIPIHAT - HRAT Feed U FEAE, gearg &l
afcersh Rereig Al 3t 3331 - fexmare dveX & @
ari¥eh gfddest 2016-17 Td arel heisy 2017 & gfdfted
AT gfcelh Rl 3@ & IHddd GUH qEHR Tard
fhT AT | 379 PR 6 e, 2017 & 3. [Fow ©
aur, facesh & A §iq A Algd, HEUR, gediEe #Hgl
TR Ao vd A AR, ISUE, dyd HEw afud,
AT & FY-haell ¥ FEUT fhAT | 50 HTW W TEUT &
Seras s F. & W FAR o 3uftua & |
AR & Jraeldor, THeTr Fal v IqHYT RS ast w
dow
HIPIAT - HRAT Peel HJHU FEUM, gedare A 18
3TEA, 2017 & SR 3<ellendol, TO&Tol ol Td fgaere
TTAFAHATHT T WY & Tolelehl &1 T Gada dooh
g | dob A IMEIGY hal & GRAT 9 e o
HHITH & T GUT vl U9 HeTqX & dAfeepr o
AT form | gReT A fAgereh, HhIEH A o H 3uieyd
Sl T FEET fRAT aUr sh W@ 3ROT U4 Sl AYgEH o
FHEIHAI-5aR G&T0T ¥ Teifdd 1S 3iael yomell wd
Ul e A ITHU g Hecaqul &iE O ST feam
|
¥Feq ¥ RS da-ara auy
TodAar fGa@ & 758 ¥ & AW W 2022 dh FEEH,
T SAfadE AFd HRA & AT Q3T - HRAT el
FTHY TEUE, FeTale & Hiidh & R A-HRA &
Aoy FFew & Mgl aay & S |
verrafas wiRreTor FriwA
HIPIIT - AR Fewl ITHUT FEU, gesre 7 16-18
e, 2017 & SN HIHIT & URMEfeh Hifdh Td
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HEIE & AidelcAs HIfAe g Jardafas @At va fafh
R 3aRes ufNeTor FdwA &1 IS Rar T | Srme
& gHRH # 3. o v iy, ek A sufeyd ol @
T foRar | 9feTe & 9 H aRse T d68d AT TH &
e, AP, 7S fooen, A A @, FanfDy, srameE
3ufeUd & | 38 FHA F ol 35 WAL o T o |
A ared UFH, aR.ULA. IVE T IFT FRAFH F GHeAT
R |

¢ T HIFLE HP HFHCHAR-ZHARG 5 AT
TP Foelld D7 HAsHE X HIAATT

HIFIHAT - HRAT Feeed HAUT HEUA, Gedrale & earT
30 3rTEd, 2017 & G el HFY B HSHTHR-HRY U5
SICTHSUT ITF Tl def HAcrHe W TH feadig sryemen
FT AT fRIT T | PRI H M TH U ST, -
IAAT THIT, AT, 5 feeel faw-fodws & w0 A
3ufed & | A & YR A 3T e v i, e
A 3URYd ol FT F@EIT fRAT | 56 FREGA A e 45
FEAIE™AT o Her for | AT TT U@ d@el, AN,
RIS o 3Fd HRAHA & FHeaT T |
Seleiged @ier

Sl UH Uddlad, YU 3o, STRIeTE o 20-23 30T,
2017 & eR1T AASATg & foRaeeae foer # gioR, defraey
dur A gfeerdeg IMal H T Feeedl H 62 TUT SR H 18
JUT SaR T 2 Fenaferdr @ Tehd fohar |

T T AT ANT

HIRIAT - AT el IHTHUT HEA, gersng o JTH0T
ATT WE8AT F TEIET § 9 JAT 23 3T, 2017 i
Eéaq«améuoqi«a, JFRIEG | & INT g FT ING
HAHAT H ARG AT | 38 FRFHA A 100 FEh o
afhT & @ oET O | 39 FmA H OTIUH F S
dATRl o $TeT AT |

MearsT I A v Raw

HIHIHAT - HRAT hgeal IHFHUA FEUA, geIele & arT
AT ATT EIESAUT & FgIET 23 3WPRd, 2017 &
AT, [AhRIEE A Faeerl HI Tl 05 37 oA R T
aw &1 3MAisir fhar IT | SE HRIHA F INUHST aUT
HHATE & aat § 150 HWhl A Alhd & § &7 form | 59
FAHA H TEIA & F3 Tl o AET fomr |
FaTa R AT

HIFIHAT - HRAT Feeed HJAUA FEAA, geleTE o &P
TEUT IMd IerHAIET, fahRIEE A 23 39, 2017 F FOES
HRA RIS T | 3F TR R A & T, ATHON
Td Tl & DMEl GaR T@eo AR §q A9Y o TS aU
TITHAT FAHH T IR | TEAT & P dAlAR o 58
T AR A 7 amer o |

e CECINLEE: )

T H 15 30T 2017 A 93 & 38 Ud 3HT & aqTY
HRd & 713 ¥adadr Gad ARG &I AT fohar =T |
gl. faele T <IoTiy, foiderh, A3l o SiST Hhedhl FARIE

# 3ufeya el @ Fafd fRar | 39 3ew W R[ffes
HiEh e HRASAT H1 8 3mAeT famar o |

qeleatal

fasmig weeafa @fafa & degfa W sl @y FAR,
deheiteht AR (RS 3refare) va sferch &t ¥acll, depeiehr
FOFE (Fg) H ass dwedldr ARl & ww oA
Uelesdd fohaT T | FGeeT GRAR 38 gifadh arens aar &
A & gedw, FAd Hgrgw FHAa FfUEfar w31 3ewd
2017 91 Qar-fAqe §C | PG GRAR S A gadld &
GRIGTST Ud &Gy Sfidel &I HHAT #Rl & !/

THUHUHIANRUE, doads H Fged TET Tl

HIRIAT - HRCT ool T FEA, geae o 7-9
3Ed, 2017 & GNIT UH TH FEEGRS REd BrE3s,
Tools H AT R ooy 3T wfFT Aeea ®R
~gfeee & GRIA el Tl AT | HEUTA & T N H$
AAT fdgaelell & Herar 1000 § SI@T @leT 3T JAr
3G Fewel & Hed-aftid Scdlel HiT Trger H | Sf. Farodr
o 3%Fd Tl & HHA-GT fhar |

AR AT

Tsht T AfYFa Fiae Us gitucew deae
STh3TT-Th3TH, Feale Ud Tl THSAT AfSHeT Hickst
U3 gituced dare & #ALw 11 39Ed, 2017 H @,
IHUA RIS, IHefeld (PR FS @), T faRrse
s, I3mReNY v dlefe wuar afedy fwat anfe
RN & HR3ETE A I F 3. e v AQuify, s
qar gaA THEAT AfSHA Fieler TS gidced @ 3N & 3.
YT 915 TG, 99 TG I & GaN R AT TN EEAER
fPT T | 3 TR AGT N 3. & gAY A, TUA
3dYh, SAR W 3cPSC g o Fo T |

HITH

Aaer @ gt Ade, fedee § S YR &Y, HWerdw
fAgeeh & Aigea # 25 yRETRAT & @Hg o 29 I,
2017 T FEA H N1 A | 3¢ awn mRa aEt &
ool 3cUIGsT YO & dR A STl YaTel I | 3. FHarear
Td 31, & G UG o 3Fd aR & GHead fhar |

AT & FR-3qTA : FeeoT FHEOT Td Fog-atid F 3ege
W W SAAFNT Uod A & 366T F HAoSf, geueg &
FY 3cARAT & g & TR & AT T | aRenfiEt &
fdes W ST "aowr F 24 3R, 2017 @ Ao H e
deg TS US ThIY 31t TeuegReliy oX egredr= feam
a & gftemdt @ At #@ gREnde s w@fREl, aite
vt JifteiRar, aftss fad wa e sfemar anfe o
TEA HT SR fhaT | 3¢ EEUE A Harfod IgEue Ud
woERor afdfafel & aR A AEERr e @ o | S
HICqT & 3o G I HHeAT R |

FYh | TAR B Ud 3HHT IGAAAT TR SR Ao Fad
& 3egUT § dAACAS & IRTR Tl & 65 ki & TG
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o 22 3TEd 2017 &I AT F eRT fRAT | ST Herewr wa
A e T I F I T F ARRAd AdAdH e
Heaiffiferal 1d FaesT & FORLTaY® 3cUET & THEROT &
Y H SATHRI TeTd $r |

&Y Aae A FARYE HT YR

HIFIAT - HRAT e O HEUA, geiare H 28
3PET 2017 H B AqaT A FTARE H HIaRE §T &
3eures R aram | A 3 @ THOT & gaRT HTY & ATCIH
q 3T & PrIshal T LA g3 | $H Haa I &L,
feme v aoifly, e, st o A JEad H gfaar W
AreATIoT AT T {9 Yoodfad #Xe HARIE & 3GHes
T | 3OF HaTaT 3egial @l IR v wAaRAt &
HEIT & 390 Ade A (16 3097Ed - 14 fAdeR, 2017) &
R S Ry 7 graneR AHAT A T T T I
T | 31 IR TG, JART e, B FaT o @ARE &7
397Yd el & FGETG fRar dur oA BE & Aged W
YT STl U HeT foh heeel Wael & TifSedh o H1 Sff-
STl T TgAl & T R A P R I & A
T TaFhl, INSS TR ARFERT o FEAT & TR
3THIET H HTild ST Hdleadel I IATAfAferdl o Fehrer
el |

39 A W 3. Hoell Aegl, A ATaTel, IMNIT FHR
ot Rd G, wRa AT N &y AHe wfaar @ s
sEqfaetor fhar ar@r | g HRY AR, aRSS e
e (e F B A9 A & SN 3mafaa fee
ST @ FEFAT B SFAFN Jad R gU o adar FogE
TARE & R B & R_ffea gfadfrant s - gofamn,
IRe@sr 7 6T faTde, S 9re ara«, TR eafea gdaor,
RS fa FeEaele, d-oae ey oge), feTqur va fmergst/
fAE-ORgeT, Ase-Thd TF HATA, OIC sl U Uar &l gy
e, A # Iy wegfaewon, sicamerll, wea-Ew &7
HASTT fRaT ST T & | 39 G WX 3T foe] Stera qar s
3 TH FRIY A YA [ B aeISAr I Hecd & HaW
#H 39a-319e 9O sgea o |

AR & 37eUe 1. TIUNY of 379« el & gl & ey
AT A & Tad: & TO5¢ ¢ b TSI Fileadsl & gaer
H SAPESdr T | S8 AT 3egisl §drar & &3 9a° &
Bid U o EART HEAW dehelichl of@l R Ioremr fodr A
“Ghceel TR IHF ATV Tl T Fhild X I@T §, STh
HAEl BAR HEUT H TS FHrdleadsl s gae &7 &
Farfard § | ART LAY JUEHEAT & gaRT U T AR “Tehod
¥ Refr & e @ @RT | 3 & AN ‘Haow,
FEIYOT AT G A & Feel & ITAT W HT o @ My
F gRUTAT & AT BE & AeTH A 3dA% TAFAHT as
W%mmwmwmaﬁ‘m
% TEdT FhdT ¥ | FAfF FAN gH ag-aT & F et
U e $fr TSt TGN € € | 3 & sl FHerown, ATl
& CaNT Yegdle AMUel, dcUeld EYjesh ®7 & [SCalel o
aﬁwm?wmq?rgm

besides the principal investigators - Drs. C Aruna
(Breeding), SS Rao (Physiology), S Ravi Kumar
(Agronomy), G Shyam Prasad (Entomology), IK Das
(Pathology), AV Umakanth, (Sweet Sorghum), B
Venkatesh Bhat (Forage Sorghum), R Madhusudhana
(Rabi Breeding). The committee critically examined 9
proposals for different zones consisting of: 2 - kharif
sorghum hybrids; 3 - kharif sorghum varieties; 1 - rabi
sorghum hybrid; 2 - single-cut forage sorghum hybrid
and 1 - single-cut forage sorghum variety and from
AICRP-Small millets -2 proso millets, 1 little millet and 1
Finger Millet. The proceedings of the meeting along with
the Recommendations of the committee were finalized
and letter for submission of CVRC proposals were is-
sued.

IIMR Annual Report and Wall Calendar both
awarded first prize

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
received prestigious “National Public Relations Awards”
organized by the Public Relations Society of India- Hy-
derabad chapter, for its Annual Report- 2016-17 (First
Prize) and in the category of Best Wall-Calendar (First
prize) on the occasion of 2" Telangana State Public Re-
lations Conference held on 6 August, 2017. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director IIMR, received these award from Sh.
Bonthu Ram Mohan, Mayor of GHMC and Sh. Ra-

manachari, I1AS, Former CS-Telangana State, at a confer-
ence organized at Hotel Green Park, Hyderabad. Dr. V
Ravikumar, PRO, IIMR also participated in this event.

Meeting on “sorghum zonation, testing centres
and research priorities”

One-day meeting on “sorghum zonation, testing centres
and research priorities” for Breeders of AICRP centres
was held at Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera-
bad (IIMR), Hyderabad on 18 August, 2017. The AICRP-
sorghum station in-charges and breeders from different
centres participated in the meeting besides all the Princi-
pal Investigators from IIMR and scientists from Solapur.
The Director welcomed the group and briefed about the
purpose of meeting. Drs. C Aruna and R Madhusud-
hana made presentations on the proposed new zonation
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system in AICRP-sorghum testing and the thrust areas of
research for each of the centres. Discussions were held
on breeding strategies for kharif and rabi, new zonation
system, promotion of entries in the changed scenario,
new voluntary centres to be added to make the testing
system more efficient with more number of centres per
State, and measures for enhancing accountability and
regular interactions with AICRP centres. The proceedings
finalized and circulated.

=y | d

Salkalp se Siddi -New India Pledge

In 1942 on 8 August, our freedom fighters took a pledge
of “Quit India” and in 1947, India achieved Independ-
ence. In the same spirit, to achieve “Clean India, Poverty

free, Corruption free, Terrorism free, communalism free
and casteism free India” by 2022, the 75th year of Indian
Independence - all staff of ICAR-Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research, Hyderabad took the New India pledge —
“Sankalp —Se-Siddi” wholeheartedly. The pledge was ad-
ministered in English by Dr. SS Rao, Director - In-charge,
IIMR and in Hindi by Sh.Charles Ekka, SAO, IIMR. All cate-
gories of staff including RAs, SRFs, contractual staff and
students participated in this programme.

Administrative Training Programme

IIMR organized a three day in-house training programme
on Administration rules and procedures for administra-
tive staff and contractual staff working in administration
including the Head of the sections from IIMR and other
ICAR institutes during 16-18 August, 2017. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR welcomed the dignitaries and
gave introductory remarks. Senior faculty members Sh.
SK Behera, former Under-Secretary, ICAR, New Delhi, Sh.
B Satish, FAO, IIRR Hyderabad delivered lectures on of-
fice filing systems, noting and drafting, office communi-
cations, RTI and office procedures, Vigilance and office

procedures, Auditing and record management. Total 35
participants including senor administrative staff from
sister ICAR institutes located in Hyderabad participated
in this training Programme. Sh. Charles Ekka, SAO Hy-
derabad was the coordinator of this programme.

Workshop on “Pay-roll Module of ICAR-ERP &
Implementation of Supply Chain Management”

One Day workshop on “Pay-roll Module of ICAR-ERP &
Implementation of Supply Chain Management” was
organized at IIMR on 30 August, 2017. Sh.SN Islam, e-
Governance Division, ICAR, New Delhi was the Chief
Resource Person, who enlightened the importance of
Pay-roll Module of ICAR-ERP and Implementation of
Supply Chain Management in ICAR system. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR welcomed the participants and

Sh. Charles Ekka, FAO, IIMR gave introductory remarks.
A total of 45 participants including senor administrative
staff from sister ICAR institutes located in Hyderabad
participated in this training Programme. Sh. HS Gawali,
in-charge-SAO, Hyderabad was the coordinator of this
programme.

Germplasm exploration

Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IIMR, undertook
millets germplasm exploration in Thoppur, Velichanur,
and Mel Pallipattu villages on the Javvadhu hills in Tiru-
vannamalai District, Tamil Nadu during 20 - 23 August,
2017. He collected a total of 62 millet accessions con-
sisting of three small millets viz., little millet (25 acc.),
Finger millet (15 acc.), Fox-tail millet (92 acc.) Pearl mil-
let (18 acc.) and Sorghum (2 acc.).

Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
organized two “Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav” programmes
at Sarpanapalli and Zaidhupalli villages of Vikarabad
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District, Telangana State on 9and 23 August 2017 in asso-
ciation with Grameen Mall Foundation. A total of 25
farmers from Sarpanapalli, Zaidhupalli villages and sur-
rounding villages participated in this programme. IIMR
scientists — Drs. SS Rao, Ch. Shashidhar Reddy, B Subbara-
yudu, P Mukesh, R Venkateswarlu, R Swarna, C Deepika,
Jinu Jacob, and Sooganna addressed the gathering on
package of practices of foxtail millet and its value addi-
tion to double the farmer income and also on improved
methods of sorghum cultivation including their inte-
grated pest management. They also explained the impor-
tance of millets and their nutritional value. Most of the
farmers of the Sarpanapalli and Godhamguda of villages
are interested to cultivate millets on a large scale and
establish a processing unit on community based manage-
ment with the cooperation of Indian Institute of Millets
Research, Hyderabad. [IMR scientists also conducted a
baseline survey at Godhamguda village and collected
data on constraints of millet growers and the status of
soil health.

Independence Day celebrated
The Nation’s 71*Independence Day was celebrated with
great enthusiasm and gaiety on 15 August, 2017 at Indian

Institute of Millets Research. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi. Director
hoisted the national flag and addressed the staff. Dr.
Tonapi stressed on the need to rededicate ourselves with
commitment to meet the challenges of food and nutri-
tional security in India. Though a good progress has been
achieved during last few years, there are new challenges
to be overcome with focused research and development
efforts, he said. The children of IIMR staff also actively
participated in the celebrations and sung patriotic songs.

Mr. Vilas D Aghav, Farm superintendent and Mr. J Bha-
gawantam, Senior technician were the coordinators of
the event.

Field day at Godhamguda village

Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad organ-
ized a Field day on “Millets Cultivation and their health
benefits” at Godhamguda village of Vikarabad District,
Telangana State on 23 August 2017 with the collabora-
tion of Grameen Mall Foundation. More than 150
Farmers from Godhamguda village and surrounding
villages participated. IIMR scientists —Drs. SS Rao, Ch.
Shashidhar Reddy, B Subbarayudu, P Mukesh, R
Venkateswarlu, R Swarna, C Deepika, Jinu Jacob,
Sooganna and Dr Satish, scientist from RARS, Tandur,
participated in this field day and addressed the farmers
explaining package and practices of millets and adapta-
tion of improved varieties to obtain the high grain and
fodder yields of millets. They also stressed on the im-
portance of millets cultivation, graining demand due to
their nutritional value and increase in market price
which will help to double the farmer income.

Swachh Bharat Mission

ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
organized Swachhta cleanliness drive in the adopted
village of IIMR, Hyderabad Godhamguda in Vikarabad
District, Telangana State on 23 August 2017. In the
beginning of the programme Swachhta Pledge was ad-
ministered by IIMR staff to villagers and school children

followed by cleaning of garbage and Parthenium weed
around Gram-panchayat office, temple and school
premises and other localities in the Village. About fifty
persons from village including school children and IIMR
scientists Drs SS Rao, Ch. Shashidhar Reddy, B Subbara-
yudu, P Mukesh, R Venkateswarlu, R Swarna, C
Deepika, Jinu Jacob and Sooganna participated in the
cleanliness drive. The scientists’ team also advised the
villagers about importance of cleanliness in their com-
pounds and public places in order to avoid diseases and
viral fevers like Dengue, Chikungunya, Swine-flu, etc.

Promotions
On the recommendations of Departmental Promotion
Committee Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Technical Officer (Hindi
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Translator) and Ms. D Revati, Tech-
nical officer (computers) were pro-
moted to the post of Senior Techni-
cal Officer (T-6) grade. Congratula-
tions to both of them.

Superannuation

Sh. B Sudarshan, Skilled Supporting Staff, superannuated
from Council’s service on 31 August, 2017, after a long
and eventful service of almost 42 years. In this regard, a
farewell was offered to him by the institute’s recreation

club. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR felicitated him
with a shawl and presented a memento on behalf of all
the staff. IIMR staff recollected his services and wished
him a happy, healthy and active retired life.

Guest Lecture

Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IMR, delivered the
special lecture on “Digital Agriculture — Field book” at-
tended by 60 participants encompassing Asst. Professors,

Associate Professors, Research Scholars from Faculty of
Agriculture and Departments of Botany, during the one-
day workshop on “Digital Agriculture” of Botany, on 24
August, 2017 at Annamalai University, Tamil Nadu.

Sorghum Stall

Millets food stall at MSSRF, Chennai

Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad, organ-
ized exhibition stall at M. S. Swaminathan Research Foun-
dation (MSSRF) during “Regional Consultation on Farming

system for Nutrition (FSN)” at Chennai during7-9 Au-
gust, 2017. Several lectures on nutrition were organ-

IEAR. DU IRSTFTUTE o
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ized in this three days event, where millets health
benefit was the focus of many speakers. Dr. T. Moha-
patra, Director General, ICAR & Secretary DARE and Mr.
Krishna Byregowda, Hon’ble Agriculture Minister of
Karnataka delivered the inaugural address. More than
1000 visitors visited IIMR stall and appreciated the mil-
lets value added products. Dignitaries like, Dr. SA Patil,
Former Vice Chancellor, UAS Dharwad, Dr. Dandin, For-
mer Vice Chancellor of UHS, Bagalkot and others visited
IIMR stall and were impressed by the efforts made by
the IIMR in the promotion of millets among urbanites.
Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, IIMR coordinated this stall dur-
ing the mela.

Visitors
Trainees from MANAGE

As a part of Training Program on “Training of Trainers
for Strengthening of Rainfed Production Systems for
Sustainable Agriculture.” from 28-31 August,
2017 at MANAGE, Hyderabad, A group of 25 trainees
lead by Dr. Renuka Devi, Assistant Director visited IIMR
on 29 August to know the activities of IIMR. Trainees
were given the overview of IIMR and explained millets
production system for Rainfed Region. Later, trainees
visited Centre of Excellence and millets processing cen-
tre to understand the processing of small millets. Dr.
Sangappa, scientist and CoE staff explained Millets
value added products. Millets are suitable to low rain-
fall receiving area and as well as tribal area. Hence,
Trainees were interested to promote millets through
Farmer Producer Organization under rain-fed condi-
tion. Drs. Sangappa & B. Dayakar Rao coordinated this
visit.

Agriprenurs from MANAGE

The Ministry of Agriculture and farmers welfare, Gov-
ernment of India, in association with NABARD has
launched a unique program called AC&ABC to take bet-
ter methods of farming to each and every farmer
across the country. This program aims to tap the exper-
tise available in the large pool of Agriculture Graduates,
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who can set up their own Agri Clinic or Agri Business Cen-
tre and offer professional extension services to innumer-
able farmers. Further, MANAGE, Hyderabad organized a
Refresher Training Programme on “Value Addition Op-
portunities in Agri and Allied Sectors for Established
Agriprenuers" during 21-24 August 2017. As a part of this
training programme, Agripreuners visited IIMR to know
the entrepreneurial opportunities in Millets processing
and value addition. Dr. Sangappa, gave the overview of
centre of excellence on value addition activities and cre-
ating marketing linkages to sell their products. Based on
request of the trainees, Dr. Sangappa delivered a session
on millets value addition and scope of entrepreneurship
at MANAGE on 24th August.

Trainees from NAARM

NAARM, Hyderabad organized training program on Ad-
ministration and Finance Management for Under-
Secretaries, Sr. Admin officers, SFAOs, Administrative
officers, and Finance & Account officers from August 17-
23, 2017. As a part of this training program, trainees vis-
ited IIMR to understand the millets production system
and processing. Trainees were given overview of millets
value chain and the health benefits of millets which com-
bat the lifestyle diseases by Dr. Sangappa. Trainees
showed keen interest in millets value added products and
promotion of these products in northern India. Dr.
Sangappa, Scientist coordinated this visit.

Farmers

Tamil Nadu Farmers

A group of 35 farmers from Namagiripettai block of Na-
makkal district of Tamil Nadu, visited IIMR on 22 august,
2017 as a part of their educational tour and to get de-
tailed know-how about the sorghum crop and its useful-
ness under ATMA project. Exposure visit was organized
to millets demonstration field and centre of excellence to
understand the millets production system, varietal per-
formance for increased millets production and processing
and value addition. Dr. Kalaisekar explained about millets
production aspects and Mrs. Vishala Devender explained
visitors about processing and value addition of millets.
This visit was coordinated by Drs. Sangappa and RR
Chapke.

Telangana Farmers

Hands on training on millets was arranged to a group of
50 tribal farmers including women from Bhadradri Kotha-
gudem District of Telangana under VanabandhuKalyan
Yojana of ITDC of Bhadrachalam on 31st August,
2017. Dr. RR Chapke, Principal Scientist given the over-
view of latest millets production technologies. Dr. BV
Bhat, Principal scientist shared the information on forage
sorghum. Later, group was visited to food processing lab
where millets processing was demonstrated by Dr. San-
gappa, scientist and other staff of centre of excellence.

Group shown keen interests to cultivate millets in their
field to enhance consumption to combat the lifestyle
diseases.

Farmers from Tamil Nadu

Visit of 27 progressive farmers from Namakkal dis-
trict, Tamil Nadu through ATMA/ADA, Department of
Agriculture on 23 August, 2017 at IIMR, Hyderabad.
Dr. Rajendra R Chapke, Principal Scientist explained
about research activities on sorghum improvement and

production technologies of kharif sorghum. They were
also exposed to preparation and processing of different
sorghum food products in food lab.

Memorandum of Agreement

A Memorandum of Agreement was signed with Dr. MS
Ramaiah medical college, Bangaluru and ICAR-IIMR for
sharing research programme on value added technolo-
gies of millets. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director — IIMR on

USRS

behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. These agree-
ments were facilitated by Dr B Dayakar Rao, Principal
Investigator — CoE-Sorghum in presence Dr. Avinash
Singode, Scientists, IIMR.

Resource person

Dr. RR Chapke, Principal Scientist, IIMR was invited as
resource person for Mock field experience training
programme for 106th FOCARC batch of newly recruited
scientists probationers, NAARM to develop VADP
(Village Agricultural Development Plan) at Vemulnarva
village in Ranga Reddy district on 3rd August, 2017.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. | Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 P Mukesh Hindi Training- “Rajbhasha Hindi T Prashikshan 31 July to
ShikshanYojana” Karyalay, 4 Aug, 2017
Hyderabad
2 | Vilas A Tonapi, Workshop on “Digitalization of w NASC Complex, 4 August, 2017
P Sanjana Reddy & breeding Database through Breed- New Delhi
KN Ganapathy ing Management System” organ-
ized by ICAR & ICRISAT.
3 Vilas A Tonapi Workshop on “Regional consulta- w MSSRF, Chennai 7-9 Aug, 2017
&Sangappa tion on farming system for nutri-
tion”
4 PG Padmaja Training on "Introduction to T Agri Biotech 7-12 Aug, 2017
Molecular Entomology" foundation,
PJTSAU Campus
Rajendranagar,
Hyderabad
5 PG Padmaja, Review meeting of the Vigilance M NIANP, 24 Aug, 2017
Charles Ekka& officers Bangalore
AN Murty
6 M Elangovan One-day workshop on “Digital w Annamalai 24 Aug, 2017
Agriculture” of Botany, University,
Tamil Nadu.
7 AN Murty Training programme on finance T ISTM, 30 Aug to 1 Sept,
management New Delhi 2017

Thought for the month

ingenuity.

Never tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their

George Patton
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