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Institute Research Committee Meeting 2021 
 

Institute Research Committee (IRC) of ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad met under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR during 5-7 and 17 Au-
gust, 2021. The virtual meeting reviewed the annual 
progress of the IIMR projects. Respective PIs of the 
project presented annual progress, output and 
achievements made during 2020-21. Dr. MVC 
Gouda and Dr. Prabhakar, former Project coordina-
tors- AICRP-Small millets, Bangalore, Dr. A Nirmala 
Kumari, Professor, Plant Breeding and Genetics, 
TNAU Athyiandal and Dr. HS Talwar, former Princi-
ple scientist, IIMR were the outside experts.  Pres-
entations focused on major aspects like annual pro-
gress, output including publication, time manage-
ment, and future work-plan. Out of 46 ongoing pro-
jects, annual progress of 39 projects were reviewed. 
Progress of remaining 7 projects will be reviewed 
later as the concerned PIs were on leave due to ill 
health. Seventeen ongoing projects had completed 
their tenure and were concluded.  

 
Apart from review of progress of ongoing projects, new project proposals were also taken up for discussion. A total of 15 new pro-
posals were approved out of 18 presented. The details of the projects, progress and output, and comments and suggestions made 
during the IRC meeting are documented in “IRC proceedings". At the end of the meeting Chairman extended his appreciation for 
all the presentations in general and expressed his satisfaction on the annual progress made in most of the projects. Drs. IK Das, the 
member secretary and R Madhusudhana, PME Cell in-charge organized the IRC meeting.  
 
Quarterly meetings with AICRP centres held 
 

Quarterly progress review meetings with AICRP centres was organized during 23-24 August, 2021 under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR and Project Coordinator. The interaction with AICRP on Sorghum centres was held on 23 August and 
with Small millets centres on 24 August, 2021. The Officers-in-Charge of centres gave a brief overview of seasonal situation, sowing 
details of different trials and present crop condition, fund position and plan for forthcoming season. While discussing the budget-
ary provision it was suggested to the centres to provide an estimate of expenditure incurred per unit area and/or per trial so that 
more realistic allocation of funds can be made to different centres in the EFC. Provision for the arrears due to implementation of 
7th CPC was also made in the EFC and funds will be released once ICAR approves and releases the budget. This was followed by 
discipline-wise interaction by the respective Principal Investigators and the scientists from the centres. Some of the general issues 
to be addressed by all the centres such as Seed production and promotion of all the latest hybrids and varieties released should be 
given top priority, Seeds of wild species which have not germinated may be multiplied and supplied to centres etc. were discussed 
during the meeting. The meeting ended with vote of thanks. 
 
Visit of Bhupen Dubey 
 

Mr. Bhupen Dubey, Chief Executive Officer of Advanta Seeds, part of the 
UPL Group visited IIMR on 24 August 2021. He was accompanied by his 
Advanta colleagues from India Dr. Mutalik Desai and Dr. Satya Dev. Dr. Bhu-
pen Dubey was appraised about the ongoing research work, progress in-
cluding opportunities for collaboration by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR.  
He alsovisited Centre on Excellence, Technology Business Incubator and 
other millet processing facilities. TBI staff of CoE lab demonstrated all facili-
ties. He was very much impressed about the millet processing technologies 
and value-chain developed by IIMR.Dr. Dubey also visited Millets Gene-
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bank. He was impressed by the work on systematic mainte-
nance of 35000 accessions of sorghum and other millet germ-
plasm, data collection through digital field book and documen-
tation of pedigree and potential genotypes identification infor-
mation of millets.    
 
ABSA-2021 Award to Dr. Dayakar 
 

Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Principal Scientist, IIMR bagged the prestig-
ious Agri Business Summit and Agri Awards (ABSA) – 2021 

Award for his leadership qualities with strategic vision and 
Millet Startup incubation as CEO of IIMR’s Nutrihub. “RAY Con-
sulting” was founded with the mission to provide competent 
consulting services to support agriculture and agribusiness 
sector by delivering sustainable solutions to projects in agricul-
ture, agribusiness and allied sectors in India. Agri Awards from 
RAY Consulting, an annual feature honours the achievements 
and shares the success stories of organizations, enterprises, 
institutions and individuals that are actively involved in boost-
ing economic growth and achieving milestones in this sector.  
 

Dr. Dayakar will receive this award on a ceremony to be held 
on 2 September, 2021 at Park Hyatt Hotel, Hyderabad. Con-
gratulation to Dr. Dayakar. ICAR-IIMR staff feels proud for this 
achievement and wish you many more laurels in future. 
 
Parthenium awareness week observed 
 

The 16th Parthenium awareness week was organized at ICAR-

Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad during 16-22 
August 2021. In fact, Parthenium weed removal is a continues 
programme to be carried out round the year at IIMR, while it 

was intensified during this week.   All the staff were engaged 
in plucking the young and grownup Parthenium plants from 
research fields, office campus and other areas. People became 
aware of hazards of Parthenium and took initiative for clean-
ing drive in different pockets following the precautions for 
COVID and anti-allergic irritations from the pollen from plants. 
We are happy to share that the load of Parthenium has sub-
stantially reduced and we are aiming for complete eradication. 
All staff members of IIMR actively participated in the drive. Dr. 
KBRS Visarada, Principal Scientist, IIMR coordinated this event. 
 
IIMR at Small Farmers Agribusiness  
Consortium meetings 
 

Dr. Sangappa, PI, represented ICAR-Indian institute of Millets 
Research (IIMR), Hyderabad, in the Small Farmers Agribusiness 

consortium (SFAC) meeting at Mudhol held on 7 August, 2021. 
ICAR-IIMR is one of the implementing agencies to promote 
FPCs under central sector schemes. This meeting was attended 
by the Board of Directors of various companies from Mudhol 
and Jamkhandi blocks of Bagalkot district in Karnataka.  Dr. 
Ravinder Belli, Scientist and head, Agri extension education 
centre, Vijayapura also attended the meeting to discuss on FPC 
business plan.  

 

Similarly, other meetings were organized at Indi and Aland 
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block in Kalburgi district on 13 August, 2021 and at Annigiri, 
Dharwad district, Karnataka on 9 August, 2021 and IIMR took 
part in Inaugural ceremonies of Farmer Producer Companies. 

 

In the above meetings, Dr. Sangappa explained the important 
roles and responsibilities of Board of Directors in running a 
successful FPO and cited the role of FPO in the present farming 
scenario to reduce the cost and increase margins to the farm-
ers. He also shared business planning techniques for sustain-
able growth of FPOs.  
 
FPO awareness programme 
 

ICAR- Indian institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad 
team visited Tekmal and Veldurthi villages in Medak district in 
Telangana and organized a meeting with farmer leaders on 9 
August, 2021. The main motto of the meet was to create 
awareness about the benefits of Farmer Producer Organiza-

tions and to motivate farmers to join the FPOs and reap the 
benefits from the economics of scale. About 120-150 farmers 
attended the meeting and participated in the discussions with 
project staff. Sh. K Srinivas Babu, Scientist and Dr. Sangappa, 
Scientist from ICAR-IIMR organized these meetings and also 
participated in comprehensive planning for establishing FPOs in 
these mandals by registering under cooperative laws and de-
velop them into a sustainable organization. 
 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mohatsav 
 

On the eve of Azadi Ka Amrit Mohatsav, ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad 
in collaboration with its AICRP on Sorghum and Small millet 
centres organized several events on Food and Nutrition for 
Farmers. 
 
AICRP on Sorghum – Hagari, Karnataka: Webinar on 
“Importance of Millets in Dryland Agriculture in collaboration 
with ICAR-ISWCR-Bellary for Scientist and farmers all over In-
dia. Webinar on “Farmer’s important food habits using millets 

and other crops” by KVK, Hagari in local language to farmers 
by Dr. Shilpa on 21 August 2021. 
 
AICRP on Sorghum – Parbhani, Maharashtra: The awareness 
campaign on Millets cultivation was organized under “Azadi Ka 
Amrut Mahatsav” at the village Umri in Parbhani district on 26 

August 2021. Dr. KR Kamble, OIC, Drs. LN Jawale, VM Gholve, 
M Ilyas and Pritam O. Bhutada were present. The information 
on importance of millets in human diet, focus on different nu-
tritious variety of sorghum and Lab to Land programme being 
implemented through FLD’S and Farmers participation were 
delivered to the farmers. 
 
AICRP on Sorghum – Vijayapura, Karnataka: A lecture on 
“Importance of food and nutrition for farmers and role of mil-
lets in maintaining health of dryland farmers” was delivered by 
Nutritionist Dr. Kashibayi S Khyadagi Professor, Dept. of Food 
Science and Nutrition, Agriculture College, Vijayapura. Forty 
farm women involving those from self-help groups of Hittinalli 
and Jumanal villages of Vijayapur District, Karnataka were par-
ticipated in the programme. Dr. Basavaraj Bilur insisted to 

have a proper nutri rich balanced diet by both farmers and 
farm women to improve immunity levels for better health. The 
function was also graced by a progressive farmer of Vijayapur 
Shri. Suryakanth Gadagi and highlighted his experiences in 
doubling of farm income by value addition to sorghum, espe-
cially local varieties of specialty sorghum like hurda and flaking 
sorghum. He also explained his experiences in developing cost 
effective implements to ease the farm operations that reduce 
labour requirement and hence reducing cost of cultivation 
through mechanization of farm activities (e.g. tractor drawn 
bund former, application of farm yard manure and other or-
ganic fertilizers etc.,) by farmers. Dr. SB Kalaghatagi, Dean 
(Agri) insisted that farm women need to prepare these again 
in the house for better nutrition to the farmer in the rural 
area. He highlighted the importance of rich nutritional compo-
sition of specialty types of sorghum like hurda/seethani sor-
ghum. Under current critical health situation, through value 
addition and using these cultivars doubling of farm income can 
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be achieved. Dr. R.B. Belli in his remarks indicated that farmers 
can gain more profit by direct marketing of their farm produce 
through Farmer Producer Organizers (FPOs) without involve-
ment of middle men. Dr. G.M. Sajjanar, highlighted the great 
role played by farmers in the long journey of Indian Agriculture 
in the last 75 years after independence. 
 
AICRP on Sorghum – Hisar, Haryana: Organized “Kisan san-
goshthi” on Role of sorghum in maintaining health and Nutri-

tion of Farmers at Ludas village on 26 August 2021 by Forage 
Section, Department of Genetics and Plant Breeding of CCS 
HAU Hisar. 
 
AICRP on Small millets – Waghai, Gujarat: The Hill Millet Re-
search Station, NAU, Waghai, in Dangs district, Gujarat 

has successfully conducted a training programme on 26 Au-
gust, 2021 under TSP component on the subject "Poshan Aahar
- A Nutritional Balanced Diet" at Rambass Village with about 45 
TSP farmers. 
 
Promotions 
 

Based on the recommendations of Departmental Promotion 
Committee the following technical staff were promoted to the 
next higher grade as follows: 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Sh. Chimanlal - Technician (T-1) to Senior Technician (T-2) 
Sh. Raghunath Kulakarni - Senior Technical Assistant to Tech-

nical Officer (T-5) 
Sh. PV Rajappa- Senior Technical Assistant to Technical Offi-

cer (T-5)  
 

Congratulations to all. 

Meeting of Official Language Implementa-
tion Committee  
 

The 58thmeeting of Official Language Implementation Commit-
tee was conducted at the ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search, Hyderabad on 27 August, 2021 under the Chairman-
ship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Hyd. The other mem-
bers including Dr. R Madhusudhana, OIC, PME Cell; Dr. 
Sooganna, Scientist and Officer Incharge - Library, Ms. Ritu 
Dalal, SAO; Shri. Vinod Kumar Sahoo, FAO and Member Secre-
tary, and Dr. Mahesh Kumar, STO (OL) participated in this 
meeting andIt was decided that to organize Hindi Chetana 
Maas Samaroh during 14 September to 13 October, 2021.  
Apart from this, other issues related to implementation of 
official language were also discussed. 
 
Guest Lectures: 
 

M. Elangovan, PS, IIMR delivered a lecture on “Scenario of 
Millets – Area, production and cultivation aspects with refer-
ence to local landraces of millets” during the Brainstorming 
session on “Minor millet cultivation in Tamil Nadu – Issues in 
Cultivation, Procurement and marketing” organized by the 
Agriculture Production Commissioner and Secretary to Gov-
ernment of Tamil Nadu, Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare De-
partment on 7 August 2021. 

 
Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, IIMR delivered an online lecture on 
“Supply chain Requirement and FPOs”, at Entrepreneurship 
Orientation Program on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
(EOPMAP) organized by ICAR-DMAPR in association with 
Medi-Hub T BIon 3 August, 2021. Dr. Sangappa explained the 
role of FPOs in strengthening supply chains of agricultural 
products including millets, medicinal and aromatic plants. 

 
Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Assistant Chief Technical Officer (Official 
Language), IIMR was invited as a guest speaker on the occa-
sion of Inauguration of Hindi Fortnight and Hindi Workshop 
conducted at NIPHM, Hyderabad on 31 August, 2021. Dr. Sa-
gar Hanuman Singh, IAS, Director General; Shri N. Venkatesh, 
IAS, Registrar and Vijay Kumar Sav, Hindi Officer, NIPHM, Hy-
derabad were present on the dais. Mahesh Kumar in his lec-
ture highlighted on the importance of Hindi as a global lan-
guage and as an Official Language of India and motivated the 
staff to use Hindi in their day to day office works. 

 
Virtual Tour for Horticulture Students  
Students of final year B.Sc.(Hons.) Horticulture, College of Hor-
ticulture, Bidar, along with students from Agriculture colleges 
from Bagalkot and Sirsi attended virtual tour to ICAR-Indian 
Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on 2 August 2021. Dr. 
Sangappa, scientist was nominated as a resource person to 
interact the students. The film about the activities and re-
search achievements of IIMR was shown to the students. Dr. 
Sangappa also explained about various research activities, 
available commercialization technologies, Business incubator - 
Nutri Hub of IIMR, Processing and Production of Millets Health 
foods etc.  
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S. 
No. 

Name of 
Employee 

Programme details Category organized by Dates 

1 CV Ratnavathi 30thScientific panel on Cereals, 
pulses, legumes and their prod-
ucts including bakery items 

M FSSAI, Hyderabad 23 July,2021 

2 M Elangovan Dr Harbhajan Singh Memorial 
Lecture on “Challenges to the 
utilization of genebanks” by 
Professor Paul Gepts, University 
of California, Davis, on the oc-
casion of celebrating 45th 
Foundation Day of ICAR-NBPGR 

Wb ICAR-NBPGR, New 
Delhi 

2 Aug., 2021 

3 Vilas A Tonapi,  
B Dayakar Rao,  
J Stanley and  
N Anuradha 

Agri-business incubator Review 
meeting 

M ICAR-New Delhi 3 Aug., 2021 

4 Mahesh Kumar Meeting of Official Language 
Implementation Committee 

M IIRR, Hyderabad 11 Aug., 
2021 

5 Vilas A Tonapi,  
T Nepolean,  
C Aruna,  
P Sanjana and  
R Madhusudhana 

BMGF-Genetic Gain breeding 
plan for Review meeting 

M IARI-New Delhi 12 Aug., 
2021 

6 Vilas A Tonapi Doubling productivity of Millets 
in Drylands 

M CRIDA, Hyderabad 16 Aug., 
2021 

7 Vilas A Tonapi & B 
Dayakar Rao 

Discussion on International 
Year of Millets -2023 

M DAC &FW, Min. of 
Ag, New Delhi 

19 Aug., 
2021 

8 Vilas A Tonapi Barmer regional Centre site 
selection committee meeting 

M ICAR-New Delhi 20 Aug., 
2021 

9 Vilas A Tonapi Project review meeting on PDS 
and Extension. 

M ICAR-New Delhi 25 Aug., 
2021 

10 RR Chapke,   
Sangappa C and-
Parashuram Patroti 

XXVI Meeting of ICAR Regional 
Committee No. VII 

M ICAR-New Delhi 25 Aug., 
2021 

11 Vilas A Tonapi Bridging the yield gap M ICAR-New Delhi 26 Aug., 
2021 

13 M Elangovan General Body Meeting of Indian 
Society of Plant Genetic Re-
sources (ISPGR) 

M ICAR-NBPGR-New 
Delhi 

27 Aug., 
2021 

14 M Elangovan Dr A.B. Joshi Memorial Lecture 
on “Farmers' varieties, grass-
roots innovations and the 
emerging role of global gene-
banks” by Professor Anil Gupta, 
Visiting Faculty of Indian Insti-
tute of Management,  
Ahmedabad 

Wb ICAR-NBPGR- 
New Delhi 

27 Aug., 
2021 

Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 
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Thought for the month        

 The greatest good you can do for another is not just to share your riches but to reveal to him his own.    
           ~Benjamin Disraeli 
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