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Agricultural Education Day Celebrated

ICAR -Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera-
bad celebrated Agricultural Education Day on 04
Dec 2017 for school children to develop interest in

agriculture and allied sciences and to choose
'agriculture' as their professional and research career
or engage themselves in farming as agri-preneurs.
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research had de-
cided to celebrate the birthday (3 December) of the
tirst Indian union agriculture minister (1946) and the
first President of Independent India, Bharat Ratna,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad as Agricultural Education Day
in India.

About 80 Students from four schools - T.I.M.E
School, Bandlaguda,  Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
School, Spring Field High School and St. Adams

December, 2017

AR ORRT
F e aw
HIHIAT-ATHITH & Ol H Y vd Hftra faemer g @
YeT e & 3eeed W 4 fGHeR, 2017 1 $¥ Ruawm Gaw v
ISt AT | AT HY qHeeT qRYE & FodT HRA
& AT F AN (1946) #RA Icod 31 oles TEIE &
SeAfest (3 feda) & $f¥ Raw faw & &7 & Aqw &1
faoir for | 5@ e W oEl 8 EEYE & dfEd g
& carr fafdiest carear= va gfafransit & s fhar
T qur sl e T AU, g, HedE & garT
fasansit # qEpRi & faeror of fhar arar | St o Id
FAR, STEI o 30 KA F GHeadel T |
TS st aRAser Fr gater
faeafdcarea $r egarar & cf@aor &3l N9 (FEd)
3TAIETOT gof o 12 feHSR, 2017 &1 $Th3igd & Ry fopar
| . faemd U i, fAger, srhsegd o T wrdha #
AT gede W dfered faeRor wegd fRar | sl d dehewr
He, Jule dAfersh quT Asel IASHRI(ES), Hh3Egd o 58
IRATSAT & AT g5 T BT FHI AR FeTed H |
e, s & e § T wEw a6
HIR3TT-Th3TH & 5 foHer, 2017 1 Fhiw, SOe &
deTfeRl & WY TER ardr H IS fRar I | oSt
o v Aduift, @ces, s o e @ 3 s
FarRh aifdar aur ST St dF Fearra T FEA H FErfod
JeqEere fafaftel & dayr A dfeied SieaRy gereT # |
sl UT TH doldR, WA deleeh o 3%d G 1 EHedd
famam |
fara Fpar feaw
HIHT-STTRIHTH, BEENG & GANT Hal T & Hged W
€T Hfod A YT HoT HEUAT & RAF gau g Y
W & X T & el amE A 5 feEer, 2017 # fava
HeT fad &1 sl fhar I | 36 FRiEA H 200 FAR
N ATA o7 300 FEsarar =¥ a7rer forar | ST, dww
URIER (S TUT 5. N FeaRgg o HEYA H GldfoAteied
fHaT | 58 TARIE & NI oemeT 25 Fel TR FIS
faaRa e 71w |
rafas die@fdr yeuer (Ssdvad) &g At wHem
doF
HIRIAT-h3TH 16 fe@dsx, 2017 * 8. faerd ©
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fders, Feeet fae Beemey, SR F T@gA & Jdda

GA-ARTew ([fcle) W weqd T R faegd ==l &q 20

-21 fREeR, 2017 &l AT &7 RT fohar | 7. & g Tq,

s o dencyr He aur St W HACH A HEIJH H FHeeell &

frarR W forar & aar-faast R |

sl ot St <erew, sayd Fould - Fiafafa, e Tur
e, eer & wfa. A 5 RREsR, 2017 &I TTUE &7
gkt fFar | 3Fd gk & eRre uiftes uvg & §T & Fgear
& Ao U1 Rl BT AT B SEAT HAT, Hod-atel adr
Teeal @ faTd Tal w1 Jeg fav @ |

High School from Rajendranagar participated in
this event. Class room lectures were delivered by
Dr. S Ravi Kumar, Sr. Scientist on “Agriculture as a
professional Career” and Dr. M Elangovan spoke
on “Indian Biodiversity”. To mark this event, IIMR
also organized a series of competitions such as De-
bate, Essay writing, Quiz, Drawing and Painting for
the school children. Prizes were distributed to the
winners by the Director, IIMR Dr. Vilas A Tonapi.

A team of IIMR scientists comprising Drs. PG Pad-
maja, KBRS Visarada, C Aruna, Hariprasanna K,
Deepika C, KN Ganapathi, Sooganna, M.
Elangovan adjudged the prize winners under vari-
ous categories of competitions. Dr. V Ravi Kumar,
PRO of IIMR was the coordinator of this event.

NSP project reviewed

South Zone - I NSP (crops) Monitoring team
headed by Dr. Narayan Kutty, ADR, RARS, Pat-
tambhi, Kerala Agri. Univ, visited Indian Institute
of Millets Research on 12 December, 2017. The
other team members who participated in this re-

+ I

view were: Dr. T Ramanathane, Seed officer, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru College of Agriculture, Karaikal,
Puducherry and Dr. Arul Prakash, Seed officer,
TNAU, Seed Centre, Coimbatore. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR briefed the team overall per-
formance of NSP programme at IIMR, Dr. B
Venkatesh Bhat, Principal Scientist and Nodal Offi-
cer (Seed) at IIMR explained in detail the progress
made under this project, Dr. Sooganna, Scientist
and Raghunath Kulakarni, Technical Officer pro-
vided necessary inputs to the team.

Interactive meeting with Scientists,

JIRCAS, Japan.

An interactive meeting was held at IIMR Hydera-
bad with scientists from JIRCAS, Japan on 5 Decem-
ber, 2017. Dr. Satoshi Tobita, Program Director, En-
vironment and Natural Resource Management, JIR-
CAS and Dr. GV Subbarao, Senior Researcher and
Group lead-BNI, participated in the deliberations
with Scientists of IIMR. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Direc-
tor IIMR, briefed the team about the ongoing re-
search activities at IIMR. Dr. Tobita gave the over-
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view of JIRCAS activities and proposed to have re-
search collaboration with IIMR. Dr. GV Subbarao
made a brief presentation of his latest accomplish-
ment in the area of BNI with specific reference to
Sorghum. Dr. Tonapi also had a discussion on re-
search and development of joint research proposals
on sorghum and other millets in the area of BNL
Dr. Tobita encouraged IIMR scientists to apply for
various funding opportunities as well as to compete

for various on-going fellowship programs in JIR-
CAS and Japan. Japanese team suggested IIMR sci-
entists to apply for JIRCAS and JSPS fellowships,
which they will support/recommend from their
side. Dr. HS Talwar, Principal Scientist coordinated
this Japan Team'’s visit at [IMR.

World Soil Health Day

ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hy-
derabad organized World Soil Day on 05th Decem-
ber, 2017 at Tenali, Guntur District, Andhra
Pradesh to focus attention on the importance of
healthy soil and advocating for the sustainable
management of soil resources. About 300 partici-
pants including 200 sorghum farmers’ participated
in the event. Sri. Alapati Rajendra Prasad, MLA,
Tenali was the Chief Guest. The other officials on
the dais were: Smt. Annabattuni Jayalakshmi,
ZPTC,  Sri Vanga Sambi Reddy, Chairman and
Sri Sridhar, Vice Chairman, Agricultural Market
Committee, Sri Battula Krishnadevaraya, ADA (R),
and Mandal , Agricultural Officer Sri Payala
Venkata Narasaiah (Tenali), Smt. Molakaluri An-
napurnamma (Kollipara), Sri Bandatella Premsagar,
(Ponnur), Sri Rajala VijayaBabu, (Vemuru), and Sri.
Shaik Attar Hussain (Dugiirala).

Dr. Ch. Sashidhar Reddy, Principal, Scientist and
Dr. B. Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist, represented
the ICAR, Indian Institute of Millets Research. They
brought to the notice of farmers that there is a
worldwide increase in degradation of soil resources
due to inappropriate management practices, popu-
lation pressure driving unsustainable intensifica-
tion and inadequate governance over this essential
resources. To maintain the fertility levels and health

of soil, farmers should take soil samples for testing
to identify deficiencies of various essential nutrients
and minerals and appropriate amendments need to
be applied to ameliorate the problem and resumed
the soil health. During this event, about 25 Soil
Health Cards were distributed to the farmers.

ZTMC review meeting

Review Meeting on “Progress on Zonal Technology
Management Centre (ZTMC) Activities in ICAR
Crop Institutes in the Southern Indian zone” was
organized at ICAR-Indian institute of Millets Re-
search (IIMR) on 16 December, 2017. Dr Vilas A
Tonapi, Director IIMR was the Chairman. Dr. B
Dayakar Rao, Principal Scientist, IMR in his wel-
come Address presented the overview. The other
members from various ICAR institutes who partici-
pated and presented the progress reports in this
meeting were: Drs. S Chandra Mohan, Directorate
of Groundnut Research, Junagarh; MP Sharma, In-
dian Institute of Soybean Research, Indore; G

=

Balasubramani, Central Institute of Cotton Re-
search, Nagpur; SK Sarkar, Central Research Insti-
tute for Jute & Allied Fibres, Barrackore; GAK
Kumar, Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack; T
Venkatesan, National Bureau of Agricultural Insect
Resources, Bangalore; K Hari, Sugarcane Breeding
Institute, Coimbatore; Dr. K Bhagyalakshmi, Cen-
tral Tobacco Research Institute, Rajahmundry; SV
Ramana Rao, Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research,
Hyderabad; P Muthuraman, Indian Institute of Rice
Research, Hyderabad and CAruna Reddy, M
Elangovan, AvinashSingode, from Indian Institute
of Millets Research. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, IIMR
presented the vote of thanks. The forum discussed
on IP protection, licensing, commercialization, en-
trepreneurship development and provision of roy-
alties and other issues related to various crop spe-
cific technologies. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Nodal Officer
IPTM facilitated this meeting.

Honour

The Entomology Society of India, New
Delhi elected Dr. PG Padmaja, Principal
Scientist, IIMR as “Life Fellow” for her
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devoted services to the promotion of Research in
Entomology on 31 December, 2017. Entire IIMR fam-
ily Congratulates Dr. Padmaja for this achievement.

Visitor from USA

Dr. Mitch Renkow, Professor, Agricultural and Re-
source Economics, Raleigh, NC University, USA vis-
ited the institute on 11 December, 2017 along with
Dr. Israel Oliver King, Executive Director, Mr. N.
Kumar and Mr. MN Shivakumar from MS Swami-

nathan Research Foundation (MSSRF), Chennai. The

main purpose of the visit was to know the latest up-
dates regarding millets developments and their per-
spective. He was happy to know about current col-
laborative programme with MSSRF on socio-
economic upliftment of the tribal farmers by adopt-
ing improved millets production technologies and
increasing profitability. He had discussion with Drs.
B Dayakar Rao and Rajendra Chapke, Principal Sci-
entists, IIMR on strength, opportunities and Exten-
sion mechanism required for expansion of millets in
India. Besides, there was discussion on important
issues and supports required to boost up millet pro-
duction and utilization in India. He visited food
processing lab to understand food processing con-
sidering their nutritional value and suitable process
technologies for Indian millet growers.

Hands-on training for input dealers

A hands-on training-cm-visit was organized on 14
December, 2017 for 17 Agri-input dealers from Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh who underwent Plant
Protection certificate course at NIPHM, Hyderabad.
The main objective of the programme was to expose
them with our research activities especially about
improved millets production technologies and
awareness about various millets-based food prod-
ucts. Dr. Rajendra Chapke, Principal Scientist, IMR
welcomed the trainees and explained the produc-
tion technologies. The orientation about the institute
research and development activities was also given
through Audio Video aids.

Inauguration of Electrical Substation

Inauguration of power distribution sub-station by
the Transmission Corporation of Telangana Lim-

ited (TRANSCO) was held at IIMR campus on 16
December, 2017 in the presence of Senior Electrical
Engineers and other staff of TRANSCO. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Dr. K Srinivasa Babu and
other scientists participated in this inaugural func-
tion. The foundation stone for this project was laid
on 25 January, 2017 aimed to maintain the trans-
mission network to meet the growing power de-
mand and un-interrupted supply in an efficient
manner. This station also minimizes power losses
and indirectly reduce operational costs of power
generators.

Millet Stall at Raichur

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, organ-
ized an exhibition stall on millets value added
products during Farmers” Day organized at Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences-Raichur during 7-8
December, 2017 More than 500 farmers and stu-
dents visited the stall. The visitors showed keen
interest on the innovative food products developed
from sorghum and other millets. The importance
of millets, health and nutritional benefits briefed to
the visitors and relevant literature was distrib-
uted. The technical team of NIELAN project coor-
dinated the IIMR stall activities.

AC & ABC Training concludes at
ICAR-IIMR

ICAR- IIMR successfully completed the organiza-
tion of the Two Months Training Program of Agri-
Clinic and Agri-Business Centre scheme from 26
October 2017 to 24 December, 2017. Valedictory
ceremony of program was held on 24th December
at ICAR-IIMR, Dr. Sarvanan Raj, Director, MAN-
AGE, Hyderabad was the Chief Guest and moti-
vated the trained prospective entrepreneurs to de-
liver extension services to farming community. Dr.
Sangappa, Nodal Officer of the Scheme presented
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the Two months Training report and activities or-
ganized under the scheme. Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Di-
rector, IIMR conveyed his best wishes to all the par-
ticipants, while he was on his official tour to Ethio-
pia. In the beginning About 12 Trainees who were
successfully trained in Agriculture and allied enter-
prises prepared Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) and
submitted to bank for availing loan to start their en-
terprise.

Consultancy Training / Workshop
organized

One-day consultancy Training and Workshop on
“Digital Field book” was held, on the invitation of
Bayers Bio-Science Private Limited for their employ-
ees at Chandippa Village, Shankarpally Mandal, Hy-
derabad on 12 December 2017. Dr. M Elangovan was
the Course Coordinator.

Resource person / lectures.

The following lectures were delivered by Dr. M
Elangovan in month of December 2017.

e Lecture delivered on “Indian Biodiversity” during
the “Agricultural Education Day 2017” at ICAR-
Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad,
on 4 December 2017.

e Lecture delivered on Digitalization of DUS traits in
Agricultural Crops’ during the Awareness Train-
ing programme on “Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers’ Rights”, held at ICAR-National Insti-
tute of Abiotic Stress Management (NIASM), Male-
gaon, Baramati on 6 December 2017.

e Lecture on Digital data collection methods and
market survey through android app delivered at
Agri-entrepreneurship Development Training pro-
gramme on Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centre
(AC&ABC) Scheme at ICAR-Indian Institute of
Millets Research (IIMR), Rajendranagar, Hydera-
bad on 21 December 2017.

Visitors

Dignitaries
Prof. VS Pahil, National consultant , NFSM , DAC,
New Delhi ,

Dr. Subhash Chandra, Director i/c,

DMD, Jaipur visited IIMR on 20-21 December 2017
to discuss formulation of proposal for sub-mission
on nutri-cereals (Millets) under National Food Se-
curity Mission, Gol. They also visited CoE- Sor-
ghum. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat,
and C Sangappa discussed details of the proposal
for the promotion of millets.

Dr. PG Chengappa, former vice-chancellor, UAS,
Bangalore and Director, Tata Coffee Pvt. Ltd., vis-
ited IIMR and interacted with scientists on 5 Dec,
2017. The discussion centred on promotion of mil-
lets as nutricereals, doubling of farmer’s income,
value addition, export of millets, etc. Dr. Chen-

and creative marketing for taking the millets to the
global centre-stage.

Dr. BR Athani, CEO, Future Green safe foods, Ba-
galkot, visited IIMR on 26 December, 2017. He met
the Director, IIMR and discussed on enabling mil-

let based integrated farming and linking them to
market while establishing the value chains.

Students

A group of 24 B. Tech (Food Tech) students from
College of Agriculture, UAS, Dharwad visited
IIMR on 16 Dec 2017 as a part of their educational
tour to Hyderabad. Dr. RR Chapke, addressed the
students and talked on the importance of sorghum
and millets and its value addition. They also vis-
ited Centre of Excellence (CoE) to familiarize with
the transfer of technology in sorghum and millet
value added food products.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates

No

1 | B Subbarayudu International Workshop on “Integrated W | NIPHM, 11 Dec,,
Management of Root-Lesion Nematodes” Hyderabad 2017

organized by the University of Southern
Queensland, Australia

2 P Sanjana, Training Programme on Multivariate Data T ICAR - NAARM, | 14-20 Dec,
KN Ganapathy& Analysis Hyderabad 2017
OV Ramana
3 | Dr. Vilas A Tonapi Workshop on Breeding Management W | Debre Zeyit, 14-21 Dec,
System Ethiopia, Africa | 2017

Thought for the month

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Compilation & Editing
Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat
Photos, Design & Lay-out
HS Gawali & K Sanath Kumar
Hindi Translation
Dr. Mahesh Kumar

Publisher & Chief Editor

Director,
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030 Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9 Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Tel: 040-24599300 Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur -413 006 (Mah.) Of‘fl_cer-ln-(_)harge ]
Fax: 040-24599304 Tel: 0217-2373456 Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
Email: dsrhyd-ap@nic.in Telefax: 0217-2373456 (PJTSAU)
Website: www.millets.res.in ) ] ] Mulugu Road,

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in Warangal.

Millets Newsletter No. 169; December, 2017 Page 6 of 6



http://www.great-quotes.com/quotes/author/Ralph+Waldo/Emerson�

