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Indo-Brazil Agri tech cross border incubation program  
 

Exclusively selected five Brazilian and Indian start-ups were hosted by ICAR- ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research 
(IIMR), Hyderabad as a part of first International Indo-Brazil Agri-tech cross border incubation program entitled as 
“Maitri” during 16 to 20 December 
2019 and participated in the inter-
active and cross-learning pro-
grammes.  Mr. Pedro lvo Ferraz da 
Silva, Head of Energy, Environment 
and Science, Technology and Inno-
vation Section, Embassy of Brazil, 
New Delhi was the Guest of Hon-
our, and Mr. Rahul Bojja, IAS, Com-
missioner of Agriculture, Govt of 
Telangana was the Chef Guest for 
the inaugural session. The main aim 
of this program was to initiate col-
laborative partnership between 
India and Brazil to facilitate tech-
nology transfer, new innovation, 
research and trade collaborations. This programme was organized in collaboration with Pusa Krishi Incubator, ICAR-
IARI, New Delhi. 
 

Dr. B. Dayakar Rao CEO, Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR mentioned that this program is unique and India is the 2nd largest startup 
ecosystem in the entire world which gave opportunity to take this initiative and collaborate with Brazil. Dr Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director, IIMR enlightened about the difficult edges of being an entrepreneur and about an ecosystem which 
makes an entrepreneur stronger and vibrant. Mr. Pedro lvo Ferraz da Silva acknowledged that it is the first time that 
the two countries in the globe are collaborating on such a big platform to enhance their entrepreneurial ecosystem. He 
also expected that these initiatives will pave way for more such collaborative programs between BRICS countries. Mr. 
Rahul Bojja, stated that this is the first of its kind experiment, wherein India and Brazil are collaborating in sectors of 
Agricultural business and agricultural technologies and expected more such cross border collaborations will take place 
with other countries. 
 

As a part of this programme, the team members visited other research organizations located at Hyderabad such as 
ICAR-NAARM, MANAGE, T-Hub of Government of Telangana, CIE, IIIT, ICRISAT-Patancheru, Aleap-We Hub, ICAR - NRC-
Meat, besides Centre of Excellence on Sorghum at IIMR to understand the concept of Incubation centres, and to realise 
the facilities provided and to know their model of operations and participated in panel discussions with GLOCAL Per-
spective. 
 

During the Valedictory session, the Guests of honour Ms. Joanna Kane Potaka, ADG, ICRISAT, Dr. Neeru Bhushan, CEO, 
Pusa, Krishi, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi Dr. Naveen Vasishta, Scientist, DST addressed the team members and emphasized 
that India and Brazil need to strengthen in promoting new innovations and some of the BRICS were identified like digi-
tal technology, fertilizer, Agriculture product food processing to see the complementarity for future collaborations. Fi-
nally, the event concluded with distribution of certificates to the participants from both the countries. 
 
High level consultation meet on the role of Public-Private R&D efforts for the alleviation of drought and 
farmer distress 
 

A public-private consultation workshop to discuss Establishment of think tank for Drought and Farmer distress Allevia-
tion was organized in partnership with Bayer “PRAYAS” Foundation at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hy-



derabad on 20 December, 2019. More than 45 outside 
delegates consisting of drought researchers, water man-
agement experts, agronomy and physiologists, meteor-
ologists, policy makers and senior management of Agri-
tech firms participated in the meeting, besides IIMR sci-

entists. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR welcomed the 
gathering. Dr Suhas Wani, International Consultant at 
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) made a short 
presentation on Current approaches in drought preven-
tion and alleviation. Mr. Suhas R Joshi, Head CSR South 
Asia, Bayer Group, deliberated on Context Setting – Col-
laborative Efforts for Drought & Farmer Distress Allevia-
tion. The workshop was conducted in three concurrent 
Technical Sessions-Theme I on Climate change, drought 
mitigation and technologies for drought proofing, under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Praveen V Rao, VC, PJTSAU, Hy-
derabad; Theme II on Enabling Policies and governance 
mechanism for scaling drought mitigation, under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. SP Tucker, Retd. IAS, and Theme III 
on Enabling Crop Diversification and Sustainable Liveli-
hood, chaired by Dr Shobhan K Pattanayak, Director 
General, Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) & 
Former Secretary, DAC&FW, GoI.  The groups deliber-
ated in detail on the topics on the collaborative efforts 
for drought and farmer distress alleviation. It was agreed 
that the agenda would be taken forward with all con-
cerned experts and other institutions for planning pro-
grammes on drought and farmer’s distress alleviation. 
The meeting was coordinated by Drs. B Venkatesh Bhat 
and D Balakrishna, Principal Scientists, IIMR; Mr. Sachin 
Chandra and team from Bayer Foundation. 
 
Training programme on "Millets cultivation, pro-
duction, productivity and their Utilization"  
 

The Training programme on "Millets cultivation, produc-
tion, productivity and their Utilization" was successfully 
conducted at Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), Solapur on 
17 December 2019. This program was organized to train 

the SC farmers about importance of sorghum and other 
millets in rainfed uplands in Maharashtra. More than 
250 farmers, 200 women from self-help groups, NGOs 
and welfare societies and 200 students from Agricultural 
School and colleges participated and got acquainted with 
the techniques of millets cultivation, their nutritive val-
ues and value-added products and their production and 
promotion.  

 

Dr. KK Sharma, Officer In-charge, CRS, Solapur welcomed 
the dignitaries and farmers and briefed about the pro-
gramme in a nut-shell. Dr. SS Rao, Principal Scientist, 
IIMR was the Chief guest. The other dignitaries on the 
Dias were: Dr. VM Amrut Sagar, Chief Scientist, ZARS, 
Solapur, Dr. Dinesh Babau, Director (Acting), NRC-
Pomogranate, Solapur, Dr. LR Tambade, Head, KVK, So-
lapur, Dr. BG Birajdar, Superintendent Agricultural Offi-
cer, Solapur, Drs. Rajendra R. Chapke and B Subbara-
yudu, Principal Scientists from IIMR. 
 

Dr. SS Rao in his address stated that millets are gaining 
importance due to their nutritional values and can be 
cultivated with minimum inputs. Dr. B Subbarayudu, ex-
plained the motto behind the training programme in de-
tail and briefed the importance of millets cultivation in 
rainfed areas. Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, explained the 
farmers about the package of practices for the cultiva-
tion of sorghum and other millets in the regional lan-
guage. Dr. MY Samdur, Principal Scientist, CRS-IIMR de-
livered a lecture on the cultivation of forage sorghums. 
Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist, CRS briefed about the 
alternate uses, value addition, other millet food products 
and importance of their nutritional values. Dr. DM Ba-
hadure, ACTO explained the millet seed related issues. 
This event was organized by IIMR under SC SP pro-
gramme of ICAR and the programme was widely covered 
in the local print media.  
 
NASF project launch meeting  
 

A project launch meeting of recently sanctioned project 
by ICAR-NASF entitled “Farmer-led extension strategy for 
enhancing farmers’ income through millets-based farm-
ing system in hilly and tribal areas” was held on 30 De-
cember, 2019 at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad under chairman-
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ship of Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hydera-
bad. The purpose of the meeting was to orient about 
roles and responsibilities and to discuss action plan of 
the project to get inputs from the multidisciplinary team 
of institute’s scientists, experts in the area and scientists 
from partner institute in order to implement project 
smoothly and to get viable outputs. The MSSRF, Chennai 
is the partner in this project.  

 

The committee is comprised of ten multidisciplinary sci-
entists, experts from outside and coordinators of both 
the project site; Kolli Hills in Tamil Nadu and Koraput in 
Odisha State. Dr. Anil Kumar, Executive Director, MSSRF, 

Dr. Oliver King, PS (Botany) from MSSRF, Chennai, Mr. 
Prashant Parida, Oi/c, and Mr. Yuvaraj, Research Fellow 
from MSSRF, Koraput participated. Dr. Ravindra Reddy, 
Director, Patanjali, Hyderabad was one of the experts. 
The members comprised of multidisciplinary team of 
scientists of the IIMR namely; Dr. IK Das, PS (Plant Pa-
thology), Dr. Hariprasanna K., PS (Plant Breeding), Dr. RR 
Chapke, PS (Agril. Extension), Ms. Hema Sankari, Sr. Sci-
entist (Agril. Engineering), Dr. Avinash Singode, Scientist 
(Plant Breeding), Dr. Swarna Ronanki, Scientist 
(Agronomy), Dr. Vekateswarlu, Scientist (Vet. Biochemis-
try), Dr. Anuradha Narala, Scientist, (Agril. Economics), 
and FFP project staff; Dr. (Mrs.) B Sri Kantisri, SRF, Mr. 
M. Bhagat Reddy, Technical Assistant, and Mr. Vinod, 
Skilled, from ICAR-IIMR participated in the event and 
significant points were discussed for smooth implemen-
tation and improvement of the project activities. 
 

Dr. VA Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR briefed about the ma-
jor purpose of the project. Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Prin-
cipal Scientist and PI of the project presented the project 
outline and activities. He urged all scientists and experts 
to contribute their inputs for smooth implementation of 
the project. The chairman further said that the major 
focus of the project is on development of farmers-led 
extension strategy based on millets-based farming sys-
tems. He also added that more emphasis need be given 
on setting target of increasing area under millets and 
impact assessment since beginning. Several valuable sug-
gestions were made by the experts like, selection of mil-
let farmer facilitators (MFFs) need to be done very care-

fully so that he can support to achieve the objectives of 
the project and can render extension services to the fel-
low farmers. These apart, involving other organizations 
working in similar line with the project area; needs to be 
involved to achieve viable outputs. The experts sug-
gested that involvement of multidisciplinary team of sci-
entists is essential including prominent role of agricul-
tural economist to deal with enhancing farmers’ income 
and marketing facilities. The chairman informed the co-
operating centre that all the project related transactions 
should be done through single contact point (CCPI) and 
on a given time line.  
 
MOU with MSSRF, Chennai 
 

To carry out activities of the recently approved three 
years’ research project in extension discipline entitled 
“Farmer-led extension strategy for enhancing farmers’ 
income through millets-based farming system in hilly 
and tribal areas” by ICAR-NASF under social science 
theme, a work programme agreement was made be-
tween ICAR-IIMR and MSSRF Chennai as Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU). The MS Swaminathan Research 
Foundation (MSSRF), Chennai is the partner in this pro-
ject. The target area of the project is tribal and hilly ar-
eas namely, Kolli Hills in Tamil Nadu and Koraput in Od-
isha, where small millets are major source of their liveli-
hood. The MOU was signed by Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, 
Pr. Scientist and Principal Investigator (PI) of the project; 
Dr. VA Tonapi, Director from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, and 
Dr. Oliver King, Pri. Scientist and Coordinating Centre 
Principal Investigator (CCPI) of the project and Dr. N. Anil 
Kumar, Executive Director, MSSRF, Chennai, who are 
partner of this project, in the presence of 25 scientists 
and experts on 30 December, 2019. This event was coor-
dinated by Dr. Avinash Singode, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR as a 
nodal officer, ITMU of the institute. 
 
Millet Walkathon – WINTERHALF-2019 
The ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, supported 
20 km running event entitled WINTERHALF-2019 mara-
thon for millets popularization as nutricereals and create 
consumer awareness about millets health benefits on 01 
December, 2019 in partnership with Peerancheruvu Run-
ners (PCR). The Winter Half-2019 encouraged residents 
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in the PBEL City and other communities in Peer-
ancheruvu area to take part in running up to the IIMR 
Institute at Rajendranagar, as a means to promote an 
active and healthy lifestyle and awareness on millets. 
About 100 active runners from the PCR group were 
trained for 10-weeks to be able to run comfortably. Over 
1000 participants registered and took part in the event 
including school children. Continuing with the tradition 
of promoting healthy choices, runners were provided 
with a nutritious millet based breakfast at the end of the 
run at IIMR. Dr. B Dayakar Rao addressed the gathering 
at IIMR and briefed the need for the changing food hab-
its in this modern living styles and the key role of Millets 
in maintaining the nutritional food habits. Dr. V Raviku-
mar, STA & PRO coordinated this event in association 
with Dr. Amarnath, Sh. Yuvaraj, and other staff of Centre 
of Excellence and Nutrihub. 
 
Awards 
 

Dr. Aruna, C., Principal Scientist, IIMR, received Dr A.B. 
Joshi memorial award-2019 conferred by Indian Society 
of Genetics and Plant Breeding (ISGPB) during the Na-
tional Symposium on potential crops for food and nutri-

tional security during 14-15 December 2019 at TNAU, 
Coimbatore. The award was presented by Dr Trilochan 
Mohapatra, DG ICAR and the President of ISGPB. 
 

Dr. Aruna also received Best oral presentation award 
for the presentation on "Genetic improvement for grain-
mold resistance in sorghum using population improve-
ment approach" during the National Symposium on po-

tential crops for food and nutritional security on 15 De-
cember 2019 at TNAU, Coimbatore. 
 

Dr Hariprasanna K, Principal Scientist, IIMR has been 
selected as Fellow of the Indian Society of Genetics and 
Plant Breeding. He received this award on 14 December, 
2019 at TNAU, Coimbatore.  
 

IIMR Family Congratulates Drs. Aruna and Hariprasanna 
for their achievements.  
 
New Scientists joined IIMR 
 

Dr. Srividhya S, Scientist (Plant Physiology), 
previously working at Central Island Agricul-
tural Research Institute, Port Blair (CIARI), An-
daman & Nicobar, joined Indian Institute of 
Millets Research, on 02 December, 2019. Her 
mail ID is: srividhya@millets.res.in   
 
Ms. P Hemasankari, Scientist (Agricultural 
Structures and Process Engineering), previ-
ously working at ICAR- Central Institute of Post
-Harvest Engineering & Technology (CIPHET), 
PAU Campus, Ludhiana, Punjab, joined Indian 
Institute of Millets Research, on 04 December, 2019. Her 
mail ID is: hema@millets.res.in 
 
Dr. J Stanley, Senior Scientist (Agricultural 
Entomology), previously working at ICAR- 
Vivekananda Parvatiya Krishi Anusandhan 
Sansthan, Almora, Uttarakhand, joined Indian 
Institute of Millets Research, on 21 Decem-
b e r ,  2 0 1 9 .  H i s  m a i l  I D  i s : 
stanley@millets.res.in 
 
Dr. G Rajesha, Scientist (Plant pathology), 
previously working at ICAR- Research Complex 
for NEH Region, Nagaland centre located at 
Medziphema joined Indian Institute of Millets 
Research, on 30 December, 2019. His mail ID 
is: rajesha@millets.res.in 
 

IIMR welcomes these new scientists to the millets family. 
 
Promotion 

 

On the recommendations of the Assessment 
Committee Mr. K Suresh Kumar, UDC pro-
moted as Assistant. Congratulations to Mr. 
Suresh Kumar for this achievement.  

 
Guest Lectures delivered 
Dr. B Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist, delivered Invited 
talk on “Insect pests of all major and minor millets and 
their Integrated Pest Management” during the training 
programme for extension functionaries organized by De-
partment of Agriculture, Government of Telangana, held 
at Dr. MCR HRDI, Hyderabad on 9 December, 2019. 
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Dr M Elangovan delivered Invited Lecture at the National 
Symposium at TNAU-Coimbatore, and a invited lecture 
on "Millets Genetic Resources Management” in the Ses-
sion I on Plant Genetic Resources of Potential Crops dur-
ing the National Symposium on Potential Crops for Food 
and Nutritional Security at TNAU-Coimbatore on 14 De-
cember 2019. 
 
Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, delivered Invited talk on 
“Millets: A Potential crop to achieve food & Nutritional 
security of India”, during National symposium on potential 
crops held at TNAU, Coimbatore on 14 December, 2019. 
 
Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official 
Language), IIMR delivered a guest lecture on “Official 
Language Policy & necessities for fill up Quarterly & An-
nual Progress report regarding progressive use of Official 
Language” during Hindi Workshop on 18 December, 
2019 at IIMR-Centre for Rabi Sorghum, Solapur. 
 
Dr M Elangovan delivered Invited Lecture at the National 
Seminar at SRRI-Pondicherry, Delivered the invited lec-
ture on "Diversified Uses of Millets in India” during the 
National Seminar on “Art of Healthy Lifestyle Through 
Siddha Dietetics” at the Siddha Regional Research Cen-
tre, Ministry of AYUSH, Pondicherry, on 22 December 
2019. 

 
National Workshop on Digital Field Book  
 

ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad organized National Workshop on 
Digital Field Book at ICAR-Central Institute for Cotton 
Research (CICR), Regional Station, Coimbatore on 13 
December 2019. There were 16 participant Scientists 
from all disciplines. They were given demonstration and 
hands on exercise on “How to create field book and trait 
files for Cotton experiments”. The workshop was coordi-
nated by Drs M Elangovan and Rathnavel. 
 

Visit of Dr. Hanchinal 
 

Dr. RR Hanchinal, Former VC-UAS, Dharwad and pres-
ently consultant, Indo-German Seed Sector Development 
Programme visited ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad on 31 Decem-
ber, 2019 to assess the seed testing laboratories and 
facilities at various ICAR institutes in Hyderabad. Dr. 
Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR explained him in detail about 
the seed lab facilities at IIMR. Dr. Hanchinal also visited 

Seed laboratory, Bio-technology lab, MAS, Lab, common 
instrumentation facilities and upcoming seed storage fa-

cility. He expressed his satisfaction on the available labo-
ratory facilities and their maintenance.  
 

Visitors 
 

RAC Members of ICAR-CIWA-Bhubaneshwar 

The Research Advisory Committee (RAC) members viz., 
Dr. S.K. Srivastava, Director, ICAR-CIWA, Dr. P.C. Lenka 
and Dr. Prabina Kumar Dehuri, Members RAC, Dr. Lipi 
Das, Nodal Officer, AICRP (WIA), Dr. J. Charles Jeeva, 
Member Secretary, RAC of ICAR-Central Institute for 
Women in Agriculture (ICAR-CIWA), Bhubaneswar vis-
ited ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad on 18 December, 2019 as 
exposure visit to study Technology Business Incubator 
facility to enrich their knowledge about the opportunities 
for value addition and business incubation for women in 

agriculture. They visited Millets Genebank, Centre of Ex-
cellence, Nutrihub and TBI. They appreciated the ongo-
ing model of Germplasm to product marketing at ICAR-
IIMR and willing to replicate at ICAR-CIWA. ICAR-IIMR 
has promised to provide all support for the creation of 
incubation unit through consultancy. Dr. M Elangovan, 
Principal Scientist, PGR coordinated this programme.  

 
Students from Karnataka  

A group of 32 B.Sc. (Agri), final year students along with 
2 staff visited ICAR – IIMR from University of Agricultural 
sciences (UAS), Dharwad, Karnataka on 10 December, 
2019. Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi Director, ICAR-IIMR interacted 
with students and motivated to take up entrepreneurship 
initiatives.  Dr. Sangappa Scientist briefed about the insti-

tute activities for promotion of millets. Enthusiastic stu-
dents visited Primary Processing unit of millets and Mil-
lets Food Processing Lab for demonstration. Later they 
visited Centre of Excellence, Dr. Ravi Kumar, STA & 
PRO, explained about the food processing activities. The 
group of students also showed keen interest to become 
entrepreneurs in millets.  
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Students from KAU, Kerala 

A batch of 62 final year B.Sc. Hons. (Ag) students of Col-
lege of Horticulture, Kerala Agricultural University, Thris-
sur accompanied by four faculty members under the 
leadership of Dr. Saji Gomez, Asst. Professor visited 
IIMR on 7 December 2019 as part of South India study 
tour. Dr. Rajendra R Chapke, Principal Scientist, IIMR 
gave a brief account of millets cultivation, area decline 
over the years, problems and prospects of millets, and 
how to change farmers’ perception regarding millets culti-
vation to the students. Dr. Hariprasanna K., Principal Sci-

entist, IIMR gave a brief presentation on history of the 
Institute, mandate, research activities taken up under 
different millets, salient achievements and value addition 
aspects in millets. He urged the students to promote mil-
lets cultivation in non-traditional areas and drylands to 
ensure food and nutritional security of poor population.   
 
Farmers from Andhra Pradesh 

A group of 20 millets cultivating farmers visited ICAR-
IIMR on 19 December, 2019 from KVK, Darsi, Praka-
sham district of Andhra Pradesh under Tribal Sub Plan. 
Farmers were educated on millets production, processing 

and Value-added Products technologies. Dr. Sangappa, 
Scientist, briefed the institute activities on millets promo-

tion and production and later demonstrated millets proc-
essing and value-added technologies at food processing 
lab. Farmers agreed to form a Farmers Producer Organi-
zation (FPO) on Millets Value-added Products, marketing 
and training to co-farmers. Dr. Sangappa, coordinated 
the visit with the help of Nutrihub staff. 
 
 

Farmers from Aleru, Telangana 
About 80 farmers from ATMA Yadagirigutta division of 
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District visited IIMR on 12 Decem-

ber 2019. They were shown nutrihub, primary processing 
and millet fields. Dr. V Ravi Kumar, PRO coordinated the 
visit with the help of Nutrihub staff. 
 
Visitors-CRS (IIMR) Solapur 
 
Students from Sangli, Maharashtra 

A group of 25 students of B. Sc. III Botany along with 3 
staff members from Arts, Science and Commerce Ma-
havidyalaya, Umadi, Jath, Sangli, Maharashtra visited 
Centre on Rabi Sorghum (ICAR-IIMR), Solapur on 5 
December 2019. They were briefed about cultivation 
aspects, scope and importance of Sorghum and mil-
lets, health benefits and ongoing research activities on 
millets at the centre. During the visit they were taken to 
the Sorghum breeding and pathology experimental 
fields. 
 
Farmers from Karnataka 

A group of about 25 progressive farmers identified by 
Karnataka State Department of Agriculture (KSDA) 
visited Centre on Rabi Sorghum (ICAR-IIMR), Solapur 

on 13 December 2019 as a part of their exposure visit 
to Maharashtra. They were explained about the new 
improved varieties of Sorghum for rabi situation, scope 
for millets cultivation, availability of millets seed and 
improved package of practices for better production. 
They were taken to sorghum experimental and 
breeder seed production fields. 
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Students from Barshi, Maharashtra 

About 140 students of B. Sc. Botany along with 5 pro-
fessors from Shri Shivaji Mahavidyalaya, Barshi, So-
lapur, Maharashtra visited Centre on Rabi Sorghum 
(ICAR-IIMR), Solapur on 16 December 2019. Students 
were enlightened with Centre and Institute’s man-
dates, ongoing research work and extension activities. 

They were taken to the Sorghum breeding experimen-
tal fields and demonstrated emasculation and pollina-
tion techniques in sorghum. These field visits were 
coordinated by Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist (Plant 
Breeding). 
 
Exhibition stalls  
 

@ NAARM, Hyderabad:  ICAR-IIMR organized an exhi-
bition stall and showcased millet value added products 
during 89th Annual Session of NASI held at NAARM, Ra-

jendranagar from 21-23 December, 2019. Shri. Dr. Trilo-
chan Mohapatra, Director General, ICAR inaugurated the 
event. More than 2000 persons visited millets stall. Many 
visitors appreciated the millets products and technologies 
developed by ICAR-IIMR. Drs. Sangappa and Hema 
Sankari coordinated this event.  
 

@ CRS, Solapur:  ICAR – IIMR- Hyderabad, organized 
an exhibition stall at the training programme on "Millets 

cultivation, production, productivity and their Utilization" 
was successfully conducted at Centre on Rabi Sorghum 
(IIMR), Solapur on 17 December 2019. IIMR stall was 
visited by more than 400 persons including Farmers, 
Government officials, Women from self-help groups, and 
students. The visitors were explained about the health 
benefits of millets, cultivation practices and future of mil-
lets in Indian food basket and samples of millet food 
products distributed.  The Millet stall was organized by 
Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Technical Officer (OL), Dr. 
Parashuram Patroti, Scientist, and his CRS team.  
 

Innovative step to Promote Millets  
 

Prisoners of Cherlapally Central Jail in Hyderabad are 
undertaking agriculture and allied activities in more than 
120 acres of land. The produce not just only serves the 
requirements of the Cherlapally prison, but also supports 

the other prisons in the city.  Dr. Sangappa and Dr. 
Sooganna, Scientists from ICAR-IIMR visited the Jail 
premises on 17 December, 2019. Prior to this, Mr. Ashok, 
Jailor, Cheralapally jail visited IIMR on 4 December 2019.  
They interacted with Mr. Ashok, Jailor and other prison-
ers in the Jail, briefed about the health benefits of Millet 
foods and advised to take-up millets cultivation in their 
premises for preparation and marketing of value-added 
products.  On this occasion, millets seeds from IIMR, Hy-
derabad were also handed-over to them for cultivation. 
ICAR-IIMR is keen to promote cultivation of millets  in 
prison’s fields and talks are on with higher authorities 
from Telangana State Prisoners Department.  
 

Inspection of Hindi Implementation at CRS,       
Solapur  
 
The Hindi Implementation activities at CRS, Solapur were 
monitored by Dr. Mahesh Kumar, STO(OL), IIMR on 18 
December, 2019. Dr. Mahesh Kumar discussed with Dr. 
KK Sharma, OIC, Dr. MY Samdur, Principal Scientist & 
Dr. Parshuram Patroti, Scientist, CRS, Solapur regarding 

progress of Official Language activities at CRS, Solapur. 
Dr. Mahesh Kumar suggested for more activities to en-
hance progress of Hindi Implementation.  
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Thought for the month  

        He who has achieved success has worked well, laughed often and loved much."  
 
           -- Elbert Hubbard  
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

S. 
No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 D Balakrishna & 
T Nepolean 

Launch of digital XRF portal and a work-
shop on “Micronutrient Analysis for Crop 
Biofortification” 

W ICRISAT, 
Patancheru 

 9 Dec 
2019. 

2 Aruna C ,Hariprasanna K, 
M Elangovan & Sangappa 

National Symposium on “Potential crops 
for food and nutritional security” 

S TNAU, 
Coimbatore. 

14-15 Dec, 
2019 

3 SS Rao, B Subbarayudu,  
Rajendra R. Chapke, 
HS Gawali, Mahesh 
Kumar, DM Bahadure & 
KV Raghavendra Rao 

Training programme on “Millet cultiva-
tion, production, productivity and their 
utilization to SC farmers” 

W CRS, IIMR, 
Solapur 

17 Dec., 
2019. 

4 Vilas A Tonapi Meeting on Planning of AICRP-Small Mil-
lets workshop and Agri-Business Incuba-
tor. 

M AICRP-Small 
Millets, 
GKVK,  
Bengaluru 

24-26 Dec., 
2019 


