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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad organized a training programme on "Millets cultivation, production, produc-
tivity, utilization, value addition and Entrepreneurship development” under SCSP programme at Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), 

Solapur on 30 December 2021. This program was 
organized to train the SC farmers about importance 
of sorghum and other millets in rainfed uplands in 
Maharashtra. More than 75 farmers, 100 women 
from self-help groups, NGOs and welfare societies 
and 75 students from Agricultural School and col-
leges participated.  
 

Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Officer In-charge, CRS, So-
lapur welcomed the dignitaries and farmers and 
briefed about the programme in a nut-shell. Dr. 
Jyothsna Sharma, In-charge Director, ICAR-NRC-
Pomegranate, Solapur was the Chief guest. The 
other dignitaries on the Dias were: Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director, IIMR-Hyderabad, Dr. LR Tambade, 
Head, KVK, Solapur, Sh. Nitin Shelke, NABARD, So-
lapur, Sh. Mukhane Madan, PC, ATMA, Solapur, Sh. 
Shantanu Patil, Director, M/s. All Sow-Great-Millet 
Food Products, Solapur, Dr. Vijay Amrutsagar, ADR, 
ZARS, Solapur besides Drs. B Subbarayudu Yadav, 
Principal Scientist, Sangappa C, Scientist and Bas-
waraj Raigond, Sr. Scientist (CRS) from IIMR. 
 

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi in his address stated that millets 
are gaining importance due to their nutritional val-
ues and can be cultivated with minimum inputs. He 
also stressed the millets are less expensive to culti-
vate and nutritionally superior to wheat and rice 
owing to their high protein, fibre, vitamins and min-
erals like iron content. Millets can provide nutri-
tional security and act as a shield against nutritional 
deficiency, especially among children and women. 
Its high iron content can fight high prevalence of 
anaemia in women of reproductive age and infants. 

Millets can help tackle lifestyle problems and health challenges such as obesity and diabetes as they are gluten-free and have a low 
glycemic index. Moreover, Millets are also called as smart crops because their properties such as Photo-insensitive and resilient to 
climate change, grow on poor soils on rainfed conditions, with little or no external inputs. Millets have low carbon and water foot-
print. Millets can withstand high temperature. In times of climate change Millets are often the last crop standing and, thus, are a 
good risk management strategy for resource-poor marginal farmers. Keeping all these factors ICAR and IIMR-Hyderabad submitted 
a proposal to the Government of India, further, India's proposal to observe an International Year of Millets in 2023 has been ap-
proved by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).   
 

Dr. B Subbarayudu Yadav, explained the motto behind the training programme in detail and briefed the importance of millets culti-
vation in rainfed areas besides Insect-pests of Millets and their management. Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist, CRS briefed about 
the Millets-Improved production practices and scope for cultivation. Dr. Sangappa explained the millet FPO organizations related 
issues. Prof. Anita Shelke, SMS (Home Science), KVK, Solapur spoke on Sorghum crop: Value addition, processing and entrepreneur 
opportunities, Dr. Vijay Amrutsagar, ADR, ZARS, Solapur briefed about the improved sorghum production technologies.  
 

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR felicitated the Women self-help groups, and other progressive farmers with a memento and Cer-
tificates.  During this programme Millets exhibition stall was also organized and showcased all live samples of millets and Value 
added millet health food products. At the end, Dr. Baswaraj proposed vote of thanks. These sessions were managed by Sh. AR Lim-
bore, ACTO, CRS –IIMR, Solapur. This programme was widely covered in the local print media.  
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VII Institute Germplasm Identification Committee 
(IGIC) meeting  

 

The virtual meeting of the 7th Institute Germplasm Identifica-
tion Committee (IGIC) was held on 9 December 2021 in the 
presence of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR. The meet-
ing was chaired by Dr. M Elangovan (Chairman, IGIC) and at-
tended by other member’s viz., Dr. C Aruna Reddy, Dr. P San-
jana Reddy, Dr. Avinash Singode and Dr. B Amasiddha 
(Member Secretary). A total of 16 new applications were 
screened for registration of which, 13 applications were rec-
ommended for registration with suggested modifications at 
ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi. Early flowering, early maturity, high 
grain oil content, leaf blight disease resistance, neck blast, 
finger blast, fodder digestibility traits, plant height, mutants 
for disease resistance and absence of glumes were the impor-
tant trait-specific genotypes identified in combination with 
grain yield during the meeting for registration. These applica-
tions were thoroughly screened to select or reject or to know 
the requirement of any modifications in the applications from 
applicants. 
 
“World Soil Day” Organized  
World Soil Day is held annually on 5 December as a means to 
focus attention on the importance of healthy soil and to advo-

cate sustainable management of soil resources.  The date of 5 
December was chosen because it corresponds with the official 
birthday of the late H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej, King of 
Thailand, who was one of the main proponents of this initia-
tive.  
 

This year, ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad 
organized “World Soil Day” On 5th December 2021 at Peddare-
valley village, Thimmareddy palli village and Devunigutta 
Thanda of Mahaboobnagar District, Telangana State with the 
theme to halt soil salinization, and further boost soil produc-
tivity by means of good agriculture practices. In this event 
about 100 students, 75 farmers from the Peddarevalley and 
other villages participated.  
 

Scientist and other staff of ICAR-IIMR – Dr. B Subbarayudu 
Yadav, Dr. R Venkateswarlu, Mr. Sunil Sharma, Mr. M Praveen 
Kumar and Mr. Rajkumar; and Dr. Anand, Principal and Dean, 
Mr. G Narender from Global Research and Training Center, 
Hyderabad addressed the public. They addressed about the 
importance of soil health and how it affects our future if ne-
glected, how to prevent soil pollution and composting, plant-
ing cover crops, and building terraces to prevent soil erosion. 
The farmers and villagers were encouraged to take initiatives 
with a historic perspective to protect our soils collectively as a 
community activity. 
 
Training Program on “Emerging trends in Millets Pro-
duction, Processing and Marketing” 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad organized 

a training Program on “Emerging trends in Millets Production, 
Processing and Marketing” at Nutrihub during 9-10 December 
2021 for Officials from Society for Elimination of Rural Poverty 
(SERP), Department of Rural Development, Government of 
Andhra Pradesh.  A total of 11 participants participated in the 
training program. 
 

Dr Sagar Hanuman Singh, IPoS, Director General, NIPHM was 
the Chief guest. During his key note address, Dr. Singh encour-

aged the participants to make millets foods as household 
items and bring them to the dining table either as breakfast or 
meal. He also envisaged that mass production and cultivation 
of millets may ease the availability of millets at lower costs 
and affordable by all segments of public. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Di-
rector, ICAR-IIMR delivered the inaugural address on Emerging 
trends in Millets Production, Processing and Marketing. He 
also recollected the earlier efforts made by IIMR with Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh for popularizing Millets in the state 
and that IIMR is again ready to extend the cooperation in this 
regard. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub and also Course Di-
rector of the training program had interactive sessions with all 
the participants and also delivered lecture on Millets Value 
Chain Development and Business opportunities in Millet Sec-
tor. Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, Technical Officer, ICAR-IIMR coordi-
nated the training program. 
 
Finger millet variety identified for Registration 
by PGRC  

 

The virtual meeting of the 46th Plant Germplasm Registration 
Committee (PGRC) was held at ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi under 
the Chairmanship of Dr. Tilak Raj Sharma, DDG (Crop Science), 
ICAR on 24 December, 2021. Among millets, one finger millet 
genetic stock WN 585 (IC0624599) was recommended for reg-
istration by the PGRC for the traits viz., early flowering & early 
maturity, red grain & high yield. WN 585 was developed at Hill 
Millet Research Station, Navsari Agricultural University, 
Waghai, Gujarat by Harshal Eknath Patil, M Elangovan, BK 
Patel and GD Vadodariya.         
 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan Programme at Devunigutta 
Tanda 
 

Under the series of 15 days long Swachh Bharat Abhiyan ac-
tivities taken-up at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, 
an awareness programme on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was or-
ganized at Devunigutta Tanda of Peddarevally Village in Ma-
haboobnagar district, Telangana State on 22 December, 2021.  
About 200 farmers from Devuniguttagutta Tanda, Peddare-
vally, Himajipur and Timmareddypally villages participated in 
this programme. They also cleaned the village roads and 
school premises. On this occasion, Dr. B Subbarayudu Yadav, 
Principal Scientist, IIMR briefed about all cleanliness activities 
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to be adopted in their daily life including safe management of 
dry and wet wastes in villages and also in agriculture fields. He 
also explained improved methods of millets cultivation, pro-
duction, productivity and their value addition.   
 

Mr. Prashant Reddy, Agricultural Officer, Dept. of Agriculture, 
Balanagar Mandal, Telangana State, briefed about the impor-
tance of Clean India and Green India and also spoke on various 
agricultural schemes of Telangana state government, which are 
useful to farmers. Students and faculty members Dr. Raviku-
mar and Smt.  Malini, of Glocal University -Training and Re-
search Centre, Vanasthalipuram, Hyderabad also participated 
in this farmers and villager’s awareness programme. From the 
village side, Mr. Ramesh, President of Devunigutta Tanda, and 
Farmers - Mr J Narasimha, Sri Lingareddy, Mr J Kumar Yadav, 
Sri J Lingam and Ms. Sushma, AEO and Mr. Praveen Kumar ex-
tended their cooperation and support for the successful com-
pletion of the event.  Dr. B Subbarayudu Yadav, Principal Scien-
tist, IIMR was the chief coordinator of this event. 
 
Awareness Programme on “Millets Cultivation” at 
Neerukulla village, Warangal district 
 

On the occasion of National Farmers’ Day, an awareness pro-
gramme to farmers on "Millets cultivation" was organized by 
the Regional Agricultural Research Station (RARS), Warangal on 
23 December 2021 at the Neerukulla village of Atmakur Man-
dal in Warangal district. Drs P Rajendra kumar (Officer i/c OSN, 
Warangal) and DM Bahadure, (ACTO i/c OSN, Warangal) par-
ticipated in the programme representing ICAR-Indian Institute 
of Millets Research, Hyderabad. Dr Rajendra kumar addressed 
the farmers and created awareness among the farmers on dif-
ferent millet crops, popular cultivars, production technology, 
importance of millets in daily diet, pest and disease manage-
ment, management with less inputs, millet processing tech-
nologies and value-addition. He also emphasised on the culti-
vation of millets and the initiatives taken by the Central and 
State Government for the promotion of millets cultivation. He 
also highlighted the importance of rice-fallow sorghum cultiva-
tion resulting in higher productivity to the farmers. Specimen 
seeds of different millets were displayed for the farmers to get 
familiarised with them. About 150 farmers attended the pro-
gramme and expressed their eagerness to take-up the cultiva-
tion of millets.  
 
Training program on "Millets Production, Procure-
ment, and Post-Harvest Processing" 
 

Two days training program on "Millets Production, Procure-
ment, and Post-Harvest Processing" for the employees 
of Chhattisgarh Minor Forest Produce Federation, Raipur was 
organized by Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad during 30 - 31 
December, 2021. A total of 38 participants participated. Dr. B 
Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub presented an overview of the pro-
gram and also delivered a lecture on "Standards for storage of 
millets in Public funded programs". Various IIMR scientists 
spoke on various aspects such as Improved production prac-
tices in Millets, Storage and Shelf life of Millets, packaging pro-
cedures to maintain Shelf life and, FPOs role in linking small 
holders to export market and consumers. The participants also 
visited  primary and secondary millet processing facilities, grain 
storage facilities and Quality checks followed at IIMR. The 
Trainees also visited the Indian Grain Storage Management 
and Research Institute, Rajendranagar, where Dr. YS Basanth, 

Technical Officer, explained about grain storage methods and 
standards to be practiced practically to the participants. 
 

Dr. P Chandra Shekara, DG, MANAGE, Hyderabad was Chief 
guest for the valedictory session. He stressed the importance 
of millets as nutri-cereals and the future smart crops.  He also 
appreciated the efforts put by the ICAR – IIMR and Govern-
ment of India, in declaring the Year 2023 as International year 
of Millets by UN Organization. Drs. V Ravi Kumar and A Srini-
vas were coordinators of this training programme. 
 
ICAR-IIMR Participated in the Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi address  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad and the 
31 FPOs promoted by IIMR, participated in the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s address on Natural farming 
during valedictory session of the National Summit on Agro and 
Food Processing held at Anand, Gujarat on 16 December 2021. 
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s live address on Natural farming was 
screened and about 970 participants including 820 Farmers 
from four States - Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and 
Madhya Pradesh, 150 IIMR staff members comprising of Direc-
tor, Scientists, Technical, Administrative and supporting staff, 
Research Associates and Senior Research Fellows working un-
der of various projects at ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad witnessed the 
program. Later, discussions were facilitated among farmers to 
understand the Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) and utili-
zation of local indigenous material in farming. Advisory was 
also given on millets farming which require low input to get 
better income. Collectivization of farmers at block level play-
ing vital role in aggregation of farm output and segregation of 
commodities based on demand in market. During his address, 
Hon’ble Prime Minister spoke on the initiative measures taken 
by Indian Government to transform agriculture to increase 
farmers’ income in the last six years. PM also talked about 
Zero Budget Natural Farming, which will help in maintaining 
soil health, and providing chemical free food. He also added 
that efforts are underway to promote and support initiatives 
leading to sustainability of the system, cost reduction, market 
access and better realization to farmers. This programme was 
organized as part of the event of “Vibrant Gujarat Summit” 
held at Anand, Gujarat from 14 -16 December 2021. 
 
Field day at Mattigatti village, Dharwad, Karnataka. 
 

Field day of Ragi Crop was organized by ICAR– Indian Institute 
of Millets Research, Hyderabad and M/s. Sahaja Samruddha, 
an NGO organization involving Bengaluru jointly in Mattigatti 
village, Kundagol Taluk, Dharwad district, Karnataka State on 9 
November 2021. The main objective of the programme was to 
evaluate performance of the ragi germplasm and local land 
races, including the 40 germplasm provided by IIMR genebank. 
This Field day aim also was to provide opportunity of Participa-
tory selection of germplasm and land races by farmers. About 
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150 farmers from Mattigatti and surrounding villages including 
head of the gram panchayat took part in the programme. Dr. 
Sooganna, Scientist, Sh. Raghunath Kulakarni and Sh. HS Ga-

wali from IIMR and Sh. Krishna Prasad, Director, M/s. Sahaja 
Samruddha, Bengaluru; ADA, Kundagol, Project Coordinator 
KVK, Hanamanamatti along with farmers from the villages par-
ticipated in the event. Dr. Sooganna explained importance of 
land races, agro biodiversity and nutritional aspects of millets. 
Dr. Sooganna, Sh. Raghunath Kulakarni and Sh. HS Gawali coor-
dinated the conduct of Ragi Field Day from IIIMR under the 
guidance of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi. 
 
Start-up Ignition training program on Entrepreneur-
ship opportunities in Millets Sector 
 

A total of 40 participants from six states of India participated in 
the Start-up Ignition training program entitled -
Entrepreneurship opportunities in Millets Sector at Nutrihub, 
ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on 18 
December 2021. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub delivered 

the inaugural address and also interacted with the participants 
on various business opportunities in millets. Dr. Sangappa, Sci-
entist, delivered the lecture on Farmer Producer Organizations 
– Linking Small holders to Export Market and Consumers. In 
general, participants were given an Overview of Millets Post-
Harvest Technologies, processing, and marketing of millet 
health food products. the trainees were also visited the facili-
ties available at IIMR, Centre of Excellence, Primary and Secon-
dary processing units, Incubation facilities at Nutrihub for 
Startup units.  Procedures for Technology transfer with IIMR 
were also explained. Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, Technical Officer, ICAR-
IIMR coordinated the training program. 
 
Hindi Workshop at IIMR, Hyderabad  
 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research IIMR, Hyderabad or-
ganized a Hindi Workshop entitled “Smooth Functioning of 
Official Language Implementation and Tips” on 24 December, 

2021. Dr. J. Renuka, Deputy Director (Official Language), ICAR-
Central Institute of Fisheries Technology, Cochin was the guest 
speaker. At the beginning of the workshop, Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official Language), IIMR, Hy-
derabad welcomed the Guest speaker and the participants 
and briefed about the motto of the programme. 
 
Dr. Renuka highlighted various aspects required for implemen-
tation of official language like policy, practical, creative and 
managerial. Apart from this, she said that implementation of 
the official language can fasten communication with other 
Indian languages. She also provided the tips for Smooth Func-

tioning of Official Language Implementation in any office.  Dr. 
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad in his presiden-
tial remarks said that IIMR is determined for progressive use 
of official language and accomplishment was satisfactory. Smt. 
Ritu Dalal, Senior Administrative Officer, ICAR-IIMR, Hydera-
bad proposed vote of thanks. The workshop was attended by 
18 officials, including scientists, technical and administrative 
personnel. The workshop was organized and coordinated by 
Dr. Mahesh Kumar under the guidance of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi 
and Dr. Jinu Jacob, OIC, Hindi Cell, IIMR, Hyderabad. 
 
Roof Top Solar Energy System installed 
A Grid Connected Roof Top Solar Energy System is installed at 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. The In-
stitute has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with M/s 
Sun Source energy, Mumbai for erection, testing and commis-
sioning of grid connected Roof Top Solar Power System. The 
firm has tie-up and CFA from Government of India under 
MNRE grid connected scheme implemented by Solar Energy 
Corporation India Limited. The firm has already installed solar 
panels on the roof tops of the all Institute buildings, Food 
processing units, Vehicle and implements shed with total 
power generation capacity of approx. 340 KW per annum. 
Thus, with installation of this roof top solar power system at 
the Institute, ICAR-IIMR can partially shift its electricity re-
quirements from conventional electricity to solar energy, 
green and clean energy source. 
 
FPO Activities 
The following activities were coordinated by Dr. Sangappa, 
Scientist and Project Investigator, FPO Projects, ICAR-IIMR, 
Hyderabad during December, 2021: 
 

Creation of Market linkages with Millet Mill, Nashik: Mr. Ro-
hit Dholi, Research Assistant, ICAR-IIMR, visited Dhansukhalal 
Kachardas Jain Millet Mill at Panchavati, Nashik on 7 Decem-
ber, 2021 with the intention to provide market linkages for 
FPOs of ICAR-IIMR. In this regard the former had an interac-
tion with Mr. Siddharth Jain, the owner of Millet Mill, seeking 
to extend his support in connecting the farmers of FPOs to 
market.  



Visiting Indi Savayava Haagu Siridhanya FPO and training on 
auditing: As the auditing of Karnataka FPOs was scheduled by 
SFAC, a the training on auditing was organized on 9 December, 
2021 at Indi Savayava Haagu Siridhanya Farmers Producer 
Company, Indi, Vijayapura to make the staff and BoDs of FPO 
to understand the importance of auditing and to teach them to 

keep and maintain the records required for auditing. Mr. Rohit 
Dholi of IIMR was resource person.   

Hands on Training to Nidgundi FPO: A one-day hands on 
training was organized at Nidgundi Sri Hadi Basavannappa Oil-
seed and Millets Producer Company Limited, Nidagundi, Karna-
taka on 10 December, 2021. The session was intended to incul-
cate the skills of coordination among the members of FPO and 
how to resolve the problems as and when they occur without 
taking it forward for smooth functioning of FPO. It was initi-
ated by Mr. Rohit Dholi of IIMR and it was coordinated by Dr. 
Sangappa.  

Visit to Jewargi FPO, Kalburgi, Karnataka: Mr. Rohit Dholi vis-
ited Jewargi Taluka Millets FPO of Kalburgi district of Karnataka 
on 11 December, 2021, to review and monitor the ongoing 
work, progress and issues of FPO. The members were trained 
on the knowledge of book keeping and record maintenance to 

be ready for the auditing of accounts of FPO. The management 
issues were resolved by clarifying the doubts among BoDs and 
shareholders.  

Auditing at Hulsoor FPO: SFAC, the Implementing Agency of 
Hulsoor Mahila Kisan Millets Producer Company Limited car-
ried out the auditing of FPO accounts on 13 December, 2021. 
The auditing was coordinated by Mr. Ashok Sajjan, Project Co-
ordinator, Mr. Mahesh Ijare, CEO and Mr. Rohit Dholi, Re-
search Assistant of IIMR and the BoDs of the FPO.  

Farmer’s mobilization for FPO at Chinarevali village: An 
awareness program on Farmer producer organizations was 
conducted by Dr. Sangappa in the village Chinnaravali, Balana-

gar mandal, Mahabubnagar District on 14 December, 2021. 
The program was organized with an objective of creating the 
awareness among the farmers to motivate and mobilize them 
to be a part of the FPO as a share member and avail the bene-
fits of FPO.   

FPO Membership drive at Medak District: A group meeting 
was organized on 16 December, 2021 at Yeldurthy Farmers 
Producer Co-operative Society to frame strategies to mobilize 
the farmers to become the members of FPO. The meeting was 

attended by the Board of Directors of FPO, officials of line de-
partments, Ms. Chandrika, project staff of IIMR. The meeting 
aimed at coming out with the strategies to create awareness 
on FPOs among the farmers and mobilize them to become 
shareholders of FPO.   

Awareness program on FPOs at Kethreddipali Village: IIMR 
organized an awareness program on FPOs at Kethereddipali 
village on 17 December, 2021. The event was coordinated by 
Ms. Chandrika by involving the BoDs of FPO. The programme 
was attended by more than 20 famers of the village. The pro-
gramme intended to make the farmers aware of the concept 
of FPO and the benefits that the farmers obtain by becoming 
the shareholders of FPO.  

Farmers Scientist-Extension interface meeting at Nerellapalli 
Village: Dr. Sangappa, Scientist and PI, FPO Project organized a 
program on “AWARENESS ON FPOS” at Nerellapalli village of 
Mahabubnagar District on 18th December, 2021. About 30 
farmers along with the Sarapanch of the village participated. 
The roles of farmers, process of formation, functioning and 
benefits of FPO was addressed by Ms. Chandrika. To achieve 
the objective of our government of establishing 10,000 FPOs, 
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IIMR has been playing a leading role in creating awareness on 
FPOs, supporting the group of famers in forming and promot-
ing new FPOs, helping them in every possible way to be suc-
cessful.  

Virtual Millet Buyer-seller meet: A virtual buyer seller meet 
was organized by Dr. Sangappa and Sh. K Srinivasa Babu, scien-
tists, IIMR on 22 December, 2021. The meet was organized to 
connect millet farmers with the processing firms and assure 
better marketing opportunities to the farmers. About 150 
members participated which include, the millets processing 
firms, traders, millet growers, staffs of FPOs, scientists and 
project staffs of IIMR participated in the meet. The discussions 
were held between the farmers and the stakeholders. The 
contact linkages were created by exchanging the contact num-
bers for further follow up and business activities.  

Membership drive program at Chinaraveli, Nerlapalli & Ke-
thereddipali Village: A FPO membership drive program was 
organized at Village Chinaraveli, Nerlapalli and Kethereddipali 
of Balanagar manadal, Mahabubnagar district of Telangana 
state on 22 December, 2021. The Balanagar Farmers Producer 
Company formed by ICAR-IIMR promotes millets and other 

commodities to enhance the farmer’s income.  The purpose of 
the program was to collect the shareholder amount from the 
farmers and to spread awareness on FPOs among the villagers.  

Inauguration of Kukanooru Dharani Millets Farmer Producer 
Company: The inaugural function of Kukanooru Dharani Mil-
lets Farmer Producer Company was organized by the CEO and 
Directors of FPO in collaboration with ICAR-IIMR and Water-
shed Development Department, Govt. of Karnataka, on 23 

December, 2021. The FPO was inaugurated by Mr. Sahadev 
Yarogoppa, Associate Director of Agriculture, the programme 

was chaired by His holiness, Jagadguru Vijaya Mahanta Swa-
miji.  Mr. Manjuprakash attended the programme and ad-
dressed the farmers. It was also assured to establish a primary 
processing unit at FPO in association with ICICI bank. More 
than 300 farmers participated in the programme and it was 
coordinated by BoDs and CEO. The FPO was created with the 
financial support of Watershed Development Department, 
Karnataka. 

IIMR officials Visit to Seri puram & Rajupakala Village, 
Vishakhapatnam with Lambasingi FPO: The Team of Project 
staff, IIMR visited Siripuram and Rajupakala villages in Vishak-
hapatnam district, Andhra Pradesh on 27 December, 2021. 
Visakhapatnam district is potential for growing millets like, 

Ragi, Bajra and Jowar. In this background, Lambasingi Tribal 
Products Farmers Producer Company Limited was incorpo-
rated. The visit was made to create awareness and to mobilize 
the tribal farmers to become members of FPO.     

Inspection of Balanagar FPO at Ketheredipali by NABARD: The 
inspection of Balanagar Farmers Producing Company was 
made by Directorate of Monitoring and Inspection, NABARD at 
Ketheredipali, Balanagar on 30 December, 2021.  The team 
discussed about the mobilization of farmers and collection of 

share amount to apply for equity to start the business activi-
ties of the company.   
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The following Memoranda of Agreements / Understanding were signed at ICAR-IIMR during the month December, 
2021. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director – IIMR on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. The details are as follows: 

Memoranda of Understanding 

S. 
No 

Date of 
Agreement 

Licensee Purpose Authorized signa-
tory of Licensee 

In Presence of 

1. 02.12.2021 Nutridelicia 
Agro Products 
Pune, Maharas
htra 

License for production and sale 
of 6 VAPs viz., Jowar puffs, Fox-
tail millet pasta, Multi-millet 
cookies, Jowar extruded snack, 
Ragi based energy bar and 
Jowar museli. 

Mr. Ram Made, 
Director,  
Nutridelicia 

Dr.  J Stanley 

2. 03.12.2021 Bhavani Foods 
Industries,  

Hyderabad 

To promote millets through 
Farmers FIRST project on millets 

Mr. Veershetty 
Biradar, Chair-
man Bhavani 
Foods 

Drs. RR Chapke,    
and J Stanley 

3. 04.12.2021 Telangana 
State Agro In-
dustries Devel-
opment Cor-
poration Ltd 
(TSAIDC)/ TS 
AGROS 

Establishment of mobile millet 
retail outlets across Telangana 
State 

Mr. K. Ramulu, 
VC & MD, TS 
AGROS 

Drs. B Dayakar 
Rao and J Stanley 

4. 06.12.2021 ZOI Hospitals, 
Attapur,  
Hyderabad 

To provide treatments and pro-
cedures to IIMR beneficiaries at 
CGHS rates 

Mr. Sanjay 
Tapadia,  
Surgeon, ZOI 
Hospitals 

Drs. J Stanley, 
Ravi Vemula, Ms. 
Ritu Dalal (SAO) 
and Sh. AN 
Murthy (SFAO) & 
Mr. Chinna, ZOI 
Hospitals. 

5. 06.12.2021 Lovely Profes-
sional Univer-
sity, Punjab 

To facilitate students training or  
research 

Dr. Monica  
Gulati,  
Registrar, LPU, 
Punjab 

Drs. R Madhusud-
hana and  
J Stanley 

6. 14.12.2021 National Biodi-
versity Author-
ity, Chennai 

Agreement for Access and Bene-
fit Sharing pertain to Indian Pat-
ent Appln. 533/CHE/2010 Ge-
netic transformation of florets 
through in planta method 

Dr. J. Justin 
Mohan,  
Secretary, NBA. 

Drs. Visarada, 
KBRS., Avinash 
Singode and Mr. 
HS Gawali, 

7. 15.12.2021 State Bank of 
India 

Online Payment Services  with  
SBI on “e-pay”” Facility  

Mr. Surendra 
Nayak, Deputy 
General Man-
ager, SBI 

Mr. OV Ramana 
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Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

S. 
No. 

Name of  
Employee 

Programme details Category Dates 

1 Mahesh Kumar Meeting of Town Official Language Implementation Com-
mittee – 2, Hyderabad organized at NIRDPR, Hyderabad 

Meeting 02 Dec, 2021 

2 Hariprasanna K Discussion and finalization of the SOP of seed system for 
landraces, organized by Working Group on Seeds, OMM,  
Govt. Odisha 

Meeting 03 Dec., 
2021 

3 Mahesh Kumar Regional Official Language Conference & Prize Distribution 
Ceremony organised by Regional Implementation Official 
Dept. of Official Language, Mini. of Home Affairs organized 
at Dr. Homi J Bhabha Convention Centre, NFC, Hyderabad 

confer-
ence 

04 Dec., 
2021 

4 M Elangovan Review Meeting on Consortium Research Platform (CRP) 
on Agro-Biodiversity organized by the OCAR-NBPGR-New 
Delhi. 

Meeting 06 Dec., 
2021 

5 M Elangovan One-day Webinar on “Data mining in agriculture" under 
the Program for Big Data in Agriculture organized by CGIAR 
on 10th December 2021. 

Webinar 10 Dec., 
2021 

6 Hariprasanna K International webinar on Exchange on Biochemical and 
Molecular Techniques (BMT):  Guidelines and Implementa-
tion of BMT in DUS, jointly Organized by  PPV&FRA, New 
Delhi & BMEL,  
Germany 

Webinar 16-17 Dec., 
2021 

7 Hariprasanna K Genomics for accelerating genetics research and breeding 
applications, organized by ISGPB Hyderabad chapter 

Webinar 27 Dec., 
2021 


