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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Rajndranagar, Hyderabad -500030

10* Foundation Day celebration of ICAR-IIMR on 9* February, 2025

The ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Rajendranagar celebrated its 10th Foundation day on 9th February, 2025.
Dr. RC Agrawal, Deputy Director General (Education), Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi & In charge
Director, NAARM, Hyderabad was the Chief Guest. Sh. Asif Igbal, Zonal Head, ICICI Foundation was the Guest of Honour.
Dr. C Tara Satyavathi, Director of the Institute welcomed the delegates and briefly presented the progress of the Institute. She

highlighted the journey of Institute " E¥
©

10" Foundation Day Celebrations

starting as a PIRCOM centre in 1958 to — .
the Indian Institute of Millets Research in
2014 and elevation as a Global Centre
of Excellence for R&D in Millets in 2023. |, <.
Dr. R Madhusudhana, Proiect‘ -
Coordinator, AICRP on Sorghum and & ™
Small  Millets, in  his  remarks
remembered the founding fathers of the |
Institute who were instrumental for ¥ [
Sorghum revolution in the country. He
wished that IIMR should lead to a millet
revolution in the country soon. Sh. Asif £25=
lgbal in his address outlined how the [
ICICI foundation is closely working with Efald!
farmers for the promotion of agriculture. “\‘
He declared that now onwards the P '
foundation will closely collaborate with & ‘
ICAR research institutes, starting from === @8
IIMR in processing and value chain . =2
development in millets. The Chief Guest ‘
in his address lauded the remarkable |
progress achieved by IIMR and efforts of
the Institute in awareness creation and
promotion of millets throughout the
country. He highlighted how inclusion of
millets up to 1/3 of daily diet can help in
improving health and nutritional status. He expressed his happiness at the success of Millets startups and Incubatees who are
engaged in millets value chain development and promotion. Staff members of the Institute performed various cultural
programmes during the occasion.
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IIMR- Regional Research Station on Pearl Millet, Gudamalani Barmer organized Shree Anna Kisan
Mela-2025

IMR- Regional Research Station on Pearl Millet, Gudamalani Barmer organized Shree Anna Kisan Mela-2025 on 16th
February, 2025 under . T T i R -
the Scheduled Caste .J‘ , e 1‘5@2“—“
Sub Plan (SCSP) and o &0 3 Dt s SO
Tribal Sub Plan (TSP)

programs. In this kisan | 1 ™ ﬁ‘y& T‘?/ \
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mela more than 2000 =g,
farmers (1700  SC , filmepsas <™ -
farmers and 350 ST €] s
farmers) porﬁci['::)ated | pflganil
and got benefitted. B .
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been distributed to these farmers during the kisan mela.
Honorable Union Minister of State for Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Government of India Shri Bhagirath
Choudhary was the chief guest of the program and he
emphasizes on the use of Pearl millet and other millets in our
daily diets. He also elaborated about the different strategies
and plans of Govt. of India to promote the millets among
different stakeholders. Shri. Kailash Choudhary, Former
Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
and Shri. K. K. Bishnoi, Minister of state, Govt. of Rajasthan
were also present and addressed the beneficiary farmers.

Distinguished Visitors

Padma Shree Awardee Farmers visited IIMR
Padma Shree. Kanwal Singh Chauhan, ICAR Governing
Board Member along with Padma Shree Seth Pal Singh and
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Padma Shree Chandra Shekhar Singh visited ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad on 03.02.2025 to have first hand information on
activities of the institute, activities related to post harvesting
and value addition in millets and the Global Centre of
Excellence on Millets. They were welcomed by Dr (Mrs) C
Tara Satyavathi, Director of the institute and were shown the
GeneBank, Centre of Excellence on millet processing and
value addition, and Common Facility Centre. At the Nutrihub
-The Technology Business Incubator for Startups, they
inferacted  on  millet product manufacture  and
entrepreneurship development around millet ecosystem. They
cherished the millet lunch and appreciated the activities of
ICAR-IIMR for R&D and Promotion of millets in the country.
The visit was facilitated by Drs J. Stanley and Ravikumar.

S

Visit of Shri Kamlesh D Patel (Daqji)

Mr. Kamlesh D. Patel popularly as Daaiji, a Global Guide of
Heartfulness, Kanha Shanti Vanam, Hyderabad along with
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Dr RC Agarwal, DDG (Education), ICAR visited ICAR- IIMR
on 15.02.25 to understand about millet production and
processing and its health benefits. He was welcomed by Dr
(Mrs) C Tara Satyavathi, Director ICAR-IIMR and was taken
to the facilities being created under global centre of
excellence on millets including the buildings and
instrumentation and equipment. He was taken a tour to millet
demonstration field and the Centre of Excellence on millet
processing and value addition.

Training for Tamil Nadu farmers on production

and processing of millets
An intensive training programme on "Improved cultivation
methods and processing technologies of millets for Tamil

Nadu farmers" was conducted from 18-21 February 2025,
for 10 farmers from Jawadhu Hills, Tiruvannamalai District,
Tamil Nadu, at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research
(IMR), Hyderabad under the project “Sustainable
enhancement of livelihood of tribal farmers of Tamil Nadu
through improved production technologies and value chain of
millets” funded by Department of Tribal Welfare, Govt of
Tamil Nadu. The training programme was organized by Drs.
Kalaisekar, K. Srinivasa babu, T. Nepolean and moderated
by Dr. Arunkumar, SRF, IIMR-Global CoE on Millets, Mr. U.
Karthick, Plant Manager, and Ms. Komal, Project Assistant.

The programme was aimed at to enhancing the knowledge
and hands-on skills of tribal farmers in millet cultivation,
processing, and value addition. During the training,
participants learnt about advanced production technologies
for pearl millet, finger millet, and little millet, including seed
production techniques and their effective utilization. A
dedicated hands-on session on primary millet processing was
conducted at IIMR, where farmers gained practical exposure
to post-harvest processing methods. Farmers were given a
guided tour of the Centre of Excellence and Nutri-Hub, where
they explored processing technologies, and business
opportunities in the millet sector along with the millet products
available in the IIMR. As part of integrated pest management
training, farmers were introduced to major millet pests, their
identification, damage symptoms, and effective management
strategies. A field visit was organized to provide real-time
exposure to pest identification and control measures in millet
crops. The training programme also emphasized value
addition and entrepreneurship. At the Home Science
Department of PJTAU, the trainee farmers participated in
hands-on sessions on millets extruder snacks making, jowar
biscuit and muffin preparation, including essential aspects of
packaging, labelling, branding, and marketing. Additionally,
they received practical training on millet chikki preparation at
GMK Foods, Hyderabad, where they learnt techniques
related to packaging and branding to enhance marketability.
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To provide a holistic understanding of millet cultivation,
participants engaged in field visits and hands-on training on
various cultivation practices, ensuring a comprehensive
learning experience.

Training program to NEH farmers,
entrepreneurs on Millets Processing and Value
Addition

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad, in
collaboration with Central Agricultural University, Imphal,
organized a 4 days residential training program on “Millets

Processing and Value Addition for Entrepreneurship
Development” from 18" to 21+ February 2025. A total of 30
farmers and entrepreneurs from North Eastern Hill (NEH)
region, including Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya
attended this training program and got practical exposure on
millet-based technologies, value addition techniques, and
business opportunities. During the 4 days training program,
hands-on training of processing techniques, value addition
strategies, and business development opportunities were
shown. The farmers actively participated in demonstrations of
millets viz., cleaning, grading, dehulling, flour milling, ready-
to-cook mixes, and bakery products. Additionally, sessions
on branding, packaging, and marketing strategies by Dr.
Rafi helped farmers to create their own brand. This initiative
of ICAR-IIMR strengthened the millet-based entrepreneurship
in NEH areas. The program inculcated the entrepreneurial
intent among NEH farmers by equipping them to contribute
to millet value chain and promote sustainable agricultural
practices in their regions. The training program was
coordinated by Dr. Sangappa, Dr. Srinivasa Babu, Dr.
Mahesh B Tengli, Dr. Premaradhya, & Dr. Rafi.

Exposure Visit cum Training Program on Millet
Production, Processing, and Value Addition

Technologies to Cuttack Farmers of Odisha
ICAR- IIMR, Hyderabad, successfully conducted an Exposure
Visit cum Training Program on Millet Production, Processing,

and Value Addition Technologies to FPOs, farmers, SHGs,

and women members of Women Education Environment
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NGO from Cuttack, Odisha from 4* to 7t February 2025.
Scientists from ICAR-IIMR delivered training in sessions on
improved millet production techniques, pest and disease
management, value addition, and market linkages. Farmers
were taken to millet demo fields, primary processing units,
Gene Bank, Nutrihub, incubation facilities of IIMR, Millet
Incubation Centre, PJTAU, and GMRK Foods for a millet
chikki demonstration. Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi, Director, ICAR-
IMR, addressed the participants during the valedictory and
encouraged them to focus on millet-based enterprises for
better economic prospects. Dr. Srinivasa Babu & Dr.
Sangappa, Scientists, ICAR-IIMR, also interacted with farmers
and shared strategies to expand millet cultivation and
strengthen market linkages to benefit small-scale farmers. Dr.
Sangappa, Dr. Rafi, Ms. Meghana & Ms. Mondlisa
coordinated this training program.

.' Two-day Exposure Visit cum Training Program

on Millets Production, Processing, and Value

Addition for FPOs and farmers

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad organized a two-day Exposure Visit
cum Training Program on Millets Production, Processing, and
Value Addition for FPOs and farmers of Cuttack, Odisha on
13" and 14" February 2025. Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi
Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad inaugurated the program
and explained about importance of millets. Dr. Sangappa
and Dr. Rafi explained and outlined the theme of training
program. The technical sessions on improved millet
production techniques, the role of FPOs in the millet sector,
and pest management strategies was covered by the
Scientists of IIMR. Participants were taken to millet fields,
processing units, and the gene bank. This interactive
experience helped them to grasp the importance of quality
seed selection, post-harvest processing, and value addition in
strengthening the millet value chain. Exposure to advanced
millet processing technologies also encouraged them to
explore entrepreneurial  opportunities in  millet-based
products. The program was coordinated by Dr. Sangappa,
Dr. Rafi, and Ms. Meghana, ensuring smooth execution and
active engagement from all participants.

One Day Hands-on Workshop on Cooking with

Millets

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized a
Training programme on ‘Cooking with Millets’ on 19
February

2025 ot  Nutrihub-IIMR,  Rajendranagar,
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Hyderabad to promote awareness of nutricereals along with
methods for cooking healthy millet foods. On this occasion
Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEQO Nutrihub, IIMR appraised the
participants about the nutritive values of millets and their
health benefits. In this programme, twenty-seven participants
belonging to different categories ranging from service,
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housewives, students, farmers and entrepreneurs participated
with enthusiasm. During this programme, eight millet recipes
were taught and demonstrated by the team of Centre of
Excellence to the participants. The trainees were also

informed about the RKVY - Raftaar, Agriprenurship and seed | ;

support programmes.

Quarterly review of NABARD sponsored IIMR

FPOs

On 12" February, 2025 NABARD, Hyderabad conducted 3
quarterly CBBO review meeting for AP FPOs in Vijayawada.
The FPO-NEST team of ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad presented the

status of IIMR FPOs. The key challenges faced by FPOs in
getting credit linkage and building linkages for output
markets were discussed. CGM, NABARD suggested enrolling
more members in the FPOs for obtaining equity grant

assistance, which could further strengthen the financial base
of FPOs.

Participation in Quarterly CBBO review meeting

conducted by NABARD AP RO
On 12" February, 2025 NABARD AP RO, Hyderabad
conducted 3 quarterly CBBO review meeting for AP FPOs in

Vijayawada. Ms. Chandhini and Mr. Rajesh from FPO-NEST
team of ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad presented the status of IIMR
FPOs to NABARD CGM (Shri. M R Gopal), GM (Shri. M P
Pahad Singh) and DGM (Shri. M S R C Murthy). During her
presentation, she discussed about the key challenges of FPOs
in getting credit linkage and in building linkages for output
markets. Later they showcased IIMR promoted FPOs products
to CGM and other CBBO members. CGM, NABARD
suggested to increase FPO membership for obtaining equity

grant assistance, which could further strengthen the financial
base of FPOs.

Exposure visit on rainfed agriculture
As a part of six-day training program 40 scientists from 18
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KVKs and 3 ATMA centers from Bihar Agricultural University,

Sabour Bhagalpur, visited ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad, on 1¢
February 2025 for an exposure visit. Dr. Sangappa,
Scientist, ICAR-IIMR introduced [IMR’s millet research and the
role of FPOs in millet promotion. Participants were taken to
millet fields, primary & secondary processing units, and
PJTAU’s Millet Incubation Centre. Hands on experience in
millets based value added products was also shown to
participants at GMRK. The visit was organized by Dr.
Sangappa and coordinated by Mr. Prashanth, Ms.
Charishma, and Mr. Shiva from FPO-Nest of [IMR.

Exposure visit of Agriculture students to ICAR-

IIMR, Hyderabad

A group of final-year B.Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture students from
Kumaraguru Institute of Agriculture, College of Agricultural

Technology, and Adhiparasakthi Agricultural College, Tamil
Nadu, visited ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR),
Hyderabad, on 13" and 14" February 2025 as part of their
All-India Study Tour. The visit was coordinated by Dr.
Sangappa, Dr. Rafi, Ms. Meghana, Ms. Chandhini, Mr.
Kailashnath, and Mr. Anup from FPO-NEST.

Exposure visit of Agri clinic and Agri Business
graduates to ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad

As part of an exposure visit, a group of 50 students under the
Agri Clinic and Agri Business Center scheme from MANAGE
visited ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR),
Hyderabad, on 13" February, 2025. Dr. Rafi, FPO-NEST
explained about the institute facilities, and innovative millet
cultivation techniques, modern processing technologies, and
value addition practices developed by ICAR-IIMR. Mr.
Abbuseat explained the health benefits of millets, production,

marketing processes, and the business strategies adopted by
[IMR FPOs.
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