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IIMR Bagged ICAR’s Best Annual Report Award-2018-19 
 

ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad bagged prestigious “ICAR-Best Annual Re-
port Award 2018-19” in the small Institute category, in recognition to its timely publication, quality 
of content, language aspect, illustrations etc. The award carries a Trophy, Citation and Certificate. 
The Award will be presented to Director, IIMR during the forthcoming ICAR’s Director’s Conference 
scheduled to be held at ICAR, New Delhi. 

 

Inauguration of Certified Farm Advisor Training on Millets  
 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research in col-
laboration with National Institute of Agricultural 
Extension Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad is 
organizing fifteen days training program for Agri-
cultural Officers at Nutrihub, IIMR from 22 Janu-
ary to 05 February, 2020 at IIMR.  This exclusive 
training is aimed to boost the production of mil-
lets, disseminate good agricultural practices in 
millets and create entrepreneurship among rural 
youth through value added technologies of Mil-
lets at various states. This program was Inaugu-
rated by Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR 
on 22 January, 2020. On this occasion, he under-
lined the importance of this program to achieve 
the sustainable agriculture practices besides increasing the income of farmers. Dr. Sangappa, scientist and Course Co-
ordinator presented the overview of training program and encouraged participants to take the onus to achieve nutri-
tional security through Millets.  About 21 participants from 8 states viz., Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujrat, 
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Pondicherry, and Odisha. Inaugural Program concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Ravi 
Kumar Vemula, Senior Technical Officer, ICAR-IIMR. 
 

Training programme on millets cultivation at Marripudi village in AP. 
 

The ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) organized a training programme on “Millets Cultivation, Produc-
tion, Productivity and their utilization along with local crops” under SC Sub Plan to Schedule Caste farmers at Marri-
pudi village of Bapatla Mandal, Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh on 8 January, 2020.  

 

Sri Kona Raghupathy, Hon’ble Deputy Speaker of 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly was the 
Chief Guest. The other dignitaries who graced 
the occassion were: Dr PVV Krishnaiah, Princi-
pal, Agriculture college, Dr. TEGK Murthy, Princi-
pal, Bapatla Pharmacy college, Senior faculty 
members and Scientists - ANGRAU: Drs. CV 
Rama Rao, Y Radhakrishna, Anil Kumar, Sandhya 
Rani, M. Srinivasa Rao, John Wesley, Visalakshmi 
and Ravi Babu; Smt Lakshmi, ADA, Bapatla and 
other officials from the Agriculture Department 
and other Government sectors besides Scien-
tists from IIMR. About 1200 members including 

farmers from Marripudi and surrounding villages, members from local NGO’s: Sri. Pardhasaradhy - SEARCH; Sri. 
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Chandra Reddy - PROTECT; and Sri. K Rama Rao - SARID, 
students from agricultural college and horticultural col-
lege, and Food Science and Technology Department -
ANGRAU, Progressive farmers:  Sri U. Krishna Prasad, 
Ananda Fish Exports, Bhimavaram, Sri. Gottimukkala 
Sridhar, Sri. M Sambasiva Rao, Sri. Sriramamurthy, and 
Sri. L Venktaramana participated in this programme. 
 

Sri Kona Raghupathy, in his Chief Guest address ex-
plained about the importance of millets as nutritive 
crops and scope for enhancement in area under millets 
crops in costal Andhra Pradesh. He also added that the 
Government of Andhra Pradesh decided to establish a 
“Millet Board” in association with local SAUs and ICAR-
IIMR, Hyderabad.   Scientists from IIMR Drs B. Subbara-
yudu, G Shyam Prasad, R Venkateswarlu and Ch. Sashid-
har Reddy, delivered lectures on millet cultivation prac-
tices, integrated pest management technology for Fall 
Army-Worm, Nutritional values of Millets and Value 
added products and their commercial values and Entre-
preneur opportunities. The food products of millets were 
exhibited at the venue. This event was widely covered in 
local newspapers and this programme was telecasted in 
ETV on 9 January, 2020 under “Jaikisan” Programme. Dr.  
B. Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist, IIMR coordinated 
this event. 
 

Eat Millets-Stay Healthy awareness and sensitiza-
tion programme 
On 9 January 2020, St. Francis college for Women, Be-
gumpet faculty and students visited the ICAR-Indian In-
stitute of Millets Research, Hyderabad to explore their 
knowledge regarding value addition and value addition 
technologies in the millets. This programme was organ-
ized and led by    Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula, STA, ICAR-IIMR, 
Hyderabad. Firstly, they attended the presentation on 
“Value addition technologies in millets”. Visitors were 
taken to guided tour to Center of Excellence (CoE), pri-
mary processing unit and secondary processing units. In 
tour, IIMR team has shown live demo explanation for all 
food processing equipment like dehulling of small mil-
lets, cold Extruder-Millet pasta manufacturing, Puff gun 
machine-Jowar Puffs processing, Jowar grinding plant 
equipment process and other equipment also with ver-
bal explanation. They tasted vegetable ragi soup at CoE. 
In Nutri hub, Chief Business Manager explained about 
the NEST & N-Grain internship programmes. Finally, Dr. 
Dayakar Rao, CEO & Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR had an 
interaction with the faculty and students of St Francis 
College for Women regarding clinical studies, efficacy of 
millets and the importance of inclusion of millets in our 
current diet and environment impact in the world. In the 
end, IIMR team and St Francis College for Women, Be-
gumpet faculty and students had a photo session. 
 

Training on Start-up Ignition Programme 
 

One-day training programme on “Start-up ignition on 

millets” was organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets 
Research, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad on 6th January, 
2020 at 10.00 A.M. Around 91 participates from 
“Maharashrtra State Rural Livelihood Mission”, Solapur, 
participated in this program, which includes 48 village-
level community cadre, 14 block and district level offi-
cials. The event was structured in a way to acknowledge 
about Millet based Nutri Snacks, Millet technologies, 
Entrepreneurship Development on Millets, Value Addi-
tion and Marketing of the Millet based products etc. 

 

Dr. KBRS Visarada, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR wel-
comed all the participants and acknowledged about the 
paramount activities of Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search. She emphasized about the programme being 
very beneficial to all the participants and will have deep 
dive knowledge of 8 millets, their nutritional benefits 
and about different technologies which are used for dif-

ferent value added products. All the participants showed 
interest in Processing and value added products of mil-
lets, by-products of sorghum, Bakery products of millets, 
Entrepreneur development, Nutri snack development, 
cultivation of millets, post-harvest technologies, health 
benefits of all 8 millets. 

 

In the valedictory session, participants mentioned that 
this programme was fruitful and worthy enough and had 
decided to include the programmes outcome as a part of 
their project. All the participants expressed the happi-
ness with regards to the knowledge on the importance 
of the millets, different technologies used for the value 
added products and different opportunities to start an 
entrepreneurship. The training programme was coordi-
nated by Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula, PRO and STA, IIMR and 
Nutrihub team. 
 

“Start-up Ignition-Entrepreneurial Opportunities 
in Millets Production, Processing & Value addi-
tion” 
“Start-up Ignition-Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Mil-
lets Production, Processing & Value addition” pro-
gramme was organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets 
Research, Hyderabad on 25 January 2020. About 16 par-
ticipants from different areas of AP and Telangana states 
participated to explore the knowledge regarding Value 
added technologies in millets based products. Dr. H Pu-
rushotam, Chairman & Managing Director of National 
Research Development Corporation and Dr. Dayakar Rao 
CEO & Principal Scientist, ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets 
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Research, Hyderabad shared their valuable information 
about greatness of millets, comparison of business in-
vestment with other food commodities, demand of mil-
lets in the market and interacted with the participants. 
IIMR team gave good insights about the technology li-
censing and incubation business services to the partici-
pants.  Finally, Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hy-
derabad presented participation certificates to the par-
ticipants. This programme was organized and led by    Dr. 
Ravi Kumar, STA, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. 
 

“Cooking with millets” 
 

The Nutrihub unit of ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search, Hyderabad conducted “Cooking with millets” 
programme on 19 January 2020. A total of 34 members 
mainly from Montessori Nursery Team, Aspiring Profes-
sionals Teacher Training Institute (APTTI), Hyderabad 
participated in this event.  to explore about millets based 
recipes and their health benefits. A total of 8 millet 
based recipes were demonstrated in two sessions.  Dur-
ing the valedictory section, Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, 
ICAR-IIMR had an interaction with all the participants 
about the importance of millets inclusion in our current 
diet, benefits to the children’s growth. He also presented 
the participation certificates to the participants.  This 
programme was coordinated by Dr. Ravi Kumar, STA, 
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad in association with the CoE team. 
 

Workshop on Digital Field Book  
 

ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad organized National Workshop on 
Digital Field Book at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search (IIMR), Hyderabad on 29 January 2020. The 40 

participants from Millet Farm Advisors training pro-
gramme at ICAR-IIMR, and participants from ICAR-IIRR 
which included Scientists, Research Scholars, Research 
Fellows and Young Professionals from all disciplines took 
part in the programme. They were given demonstration 
and hands on exercise on How to create Field book and 
Trait files for Finger millet experiments. The workshop 
was coordinated by Drs M Elangovan and B Sangappa. 
 

Recognition 
Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Principal scientist, (Biochemistry) has 
been designated as Scientific Panel Member by the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi for providing 

scientific and technical advice and development of stan-
dards for food products, for a period of 3 years from 1 
January 2020.  
 

Further, Telangana Academy of Sciences (TAS), Hydera-
bad has elected Dr. CV Ratnavathi as a “Fellow of the 
Telangana Academy of Sciences (FTAS)” for the year 
2019.  
 

The IIMR family congratulates Dr. Ratnavathi for these 
deserving recognitions and wish for many more laurels in 
future.  
 
Meeting on “Genetic enhancement of  
Pearl millet” 
 
A meeting on “Genetic enhancement of pearl millet in 
public sector – defining priorities for product develop-
ment” was organized at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 22 

January 2020 under the chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A. 
Tonapi. The presentations were made on "Defining pri-
orities for product development" by Dr. P. Sanjana 
Reddy and on “Modern breeding tools for rapid genetic 
gain” by T. Nepolean. Work plans were developed for 
product development for arid and semi-arid zones sepa-
rately. The meeting was attended by Drs. K.D. Mungra, 
JAU, Jamnagar, RK Solanki and RK Kakani, CAZRI, Jodh-
pur, R. Narasimhulu, ARS, ANGRAU, Ananthapuram, SP 
Singh, IARI, New Delhi, PC Gupta, ARS, SKRAU, Bikaner, 
LD Sharma, RARI, Durgapura, SK Pahuja, CCSHAU, Hisar 
besides Drs. P. Sanjana Reddy, T. Nepolean, C. Aruna, BV 
Bhat, and IK Das, Principal scientists, IIMR. 
 
Republic day celebrated 
 

The Nation’s 71st Republic Day was celebrated with patri-
otism, enthusiasm and unity at Indian Institute of Millets 
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Research on 26 January, 2020. The staff of IIMR enthusi-
astically participated in the celebrations. Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi. Director, IIMR unfurled the national flag and ad-
dressed the staff. On this occasion, Dr. Tonapi high-
lighted the sacrifices of martyrs and said that we should 
all follow the principle of live and let live. He stressed on 
the need to repeat the productive performance with 
higher deliverables. The children of IIMR staff also ac-
tively participated in the celebrations, sung patriotic 
songs performed in cultural programmes. The institute 
reverberated with patriotic fervour and enthusiasm end-
ing with the prize distribution. Dr. M Elangovan, PS and 
Sh. Vilas Aghav, Farm Superintendent and his team were 
the coordinators of the event.   
 

Exhibition Stall: 
 

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (ICAR-IIMR), Solapur set-up an 
exhibition stall during “Krishi Pradarshan” organized by 
Maharashtra State Department of Agriculture and Sri 

Siddheshwar Jatra Samite, at Home Department 
grounds, Solapur during 13 - 17 January 2020.  Live sam-
ples of different rabi varieties of sorghum, seed samples 
of various millets and value added products of different 
millets were displayed in the stall.  More than 500 peo-
ple visited the stall. Drs. Parashuram Patroti, MY Sam-
dur, KK Sharma explained the health benefits of millets 
and their cultivation practices. The technical staff of CRS, 
Solapur. Shri. AR Limbore, Ram Patil and YS Kshirsagar 
assisted in organizing the stall. 
 

Memorandum of Understandings 

CSIR - National Research Development Corpora-
tion (NRDC), New Delhi 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research signed a MoU 
with CSIR - National Research Development Corporation 
(NRDC), New Delhi on 25 January, 2020 for commerciali-

zation of the technologies developed at IIMR, Hydera-
bad. The NRDC will commercialize the technologies on 
behalf of IIMR. Apart from this, NRDC will also render 
services for patenting of IIMR technologies in India and 
Abroad. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR and Dr. H 
Purushotham, CMD, CSIR-NRDC, New Delhi were the 
signatories of the MoU in the presence of Drs. C Aruna, B 
Venkatesh Bhat, Dr. D Balakrishana, Pr. Scientists, IIMR 
and Dr. Dharveer Singh from CSIR-NRDC. 
 

M/s Chappan Bhog, Bubaneswar, Odisha 
A memorandum of agreement between ICAR-IIMR and 
M/s Chappan Bhog, Bubaneswar, Odisha was signed on 

10 January, 2020, to produce and market Millet based 
Value added technologies. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director – 
IIMR on behalf of IIMR and Mr. Satyabrata Mohanty, 
Proprietor on behalf of M/s Chappan Bhog, Bubaneswar, 
signed and exchanged the agreement. The agreement 
was facilitated by Dr B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub and 
Dr. Sangappa, Scientist. ICAR-IIMR. Mr. Ansuman, In-
charge Odisha Millet Mission was also present during the 
event. 
 

M/s DMR Foods, Bangalore 
A memorandum of agreement between ICAR-IIMR and 
M/s DMR Foods, Bangalore was signed on 17 January, 

2020, to produce and market Millets Value added tech-
nologies such as Millet instant Idly mix & Millet instant 
Upama Mix. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director – IIMR on behalf 
of IIMR and Mr. D. Mahipal Reddy, Proprietor on behalf 
of M/s DMR Foods, Bangalore, signed and exchanged the 
agreement in the presence of Executive Members of 
NIELAN Society. The agreement was facilitated by Dr B 
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Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub and Dr. Sangappa, Scientist. 
ICAR-IIMR.  
 
New Scientist joined IIMR 
 

Dr. G Gangaiah, Pr. Scientist 
(Agronomy), previously working at 
Central Island Agricultural Research 
Institute, Port Blair (CIARI), Andaman & 
Nicobar, joined Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research, on 20 January, 2020. His 
mail ID is: gangaiah@millets.res.in.  
IIMR welcomes him to the millets fam-
ily. 
 
Invited Talks 
 

Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub, IIMR delivered a lec-
ture on “Promotion, Consumption and Demand of Mil-
lets”, during the consultation meeting with Shri Amitabh 
Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, in presence of Dr Dinesh, Kumar 
ADG at NITI Aayog, New Delhi on 7 January, 2020. The 
meeting was attended by few secretaries, and Joint Sec-
retaries from various institutions.  
 

Dr. Dayakar Rao also delivered a lecture on 
“Entrepreneurial Prospects of Millets in India” during the 
conference organised by SAMETI at Trissur, Kerala on 5 
Jan 2020. 
 
Dr. P Rajendrakumar, Principal Scientist (Biotechnology), 
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad delivered an invited talk on 
“Development of sorghum genotypes for lignocellulosic 
biofuel production through marker-assisted introgres-
sion of brown midrib genes” on 23 January 2020 in the 
Session – 1 of the Plant Genetics and Genomics Confer-
ence that was held at SRM Institute of Science and Tech-
nology, Kattankulathur near Chennai during 23-24 Janu-
ary 2020.  

 

Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist, CRS (ICAR-IIMR), So-
lapur as a Guest of honour delivered the lead lecture on 
“Agro-Biodiversity: Role and Importance in Crop Im-
provement” in the National Conference entitled 
“Biodiversity and Conservation of Wetlands” on 11 Janu-
ary 2020, organized by DBF Dayanand College of Arts 
and Science, Solapur in collaboration with International 
Council for Lead Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Local 
Governments for Sustainability, South Asia. 
 
Resource Person 
Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist, CRS (ICAR-IIMR), So-
lapur was the resource person in the panel discussion on 
“IPRs in Agriculture” during the National seminar on Ex-
ploration on IPR and Quality Research practices on 21 
January 2020 organized by VG Shivdhare College of Arts 
and Science, Solapur. 

Visitors 
 

Dignitaries: 
Dr. Anand Kumar Singh, Deputy Director General 
(Horticulture and Crop Science), ICAR, visited IIMR on 24 
January, 2020. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, briefed 

him about the institute’s research and development ac-
tivities including improved millets cultivation. Drs. SS 
Rao, C Aruna and B Venkatesh Bhat, participated in the 
deliberations. Sh. AK Singh also visited Genebank, Centre 
of Excellence, other processing facilities and Nutrihub. 
He also addressed Scientists of IIMR and trainees of vari-
ous ongoing training programmes at IIMR. 
 
Trainees:  
 

MANAGE Trainee visits IIMR: As a part of training pro-
gram organized by MANAGE Hyderabad, a group of 15 
trainees including scientists, Professors and other offi-

cials from KVKs, SAUs, NGOs and entrepreneurs visited 
ICAR – IIMR on 07 January, 2020. Dr. Sangappa, scientist, 
briefed them about Millet technologies developed by 
the institute and activities at incubation centre.  Later 
trainees visited the Primary Processing Unit and Food 
Processing lab.  
 

Farmers 
 

Farmers from Bellary: A group of 12 members of water-
shed committee planning from Chellagurki village of Bel-
lary district of Karnataka visited ICAR-IIMR on 20 of Janu-
ary to know the millets technologies to implement under 
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watershed project. Officials from NABARD, MYRADA 
NGO who are part of implementing team of watershed 
project in the village interacted with scientists at ICAR-
IIMR for smooth implementation of project activities.  
Dr. Sangappa, scientist briefed them about Millets tech-
nologies and institute activities.    
 
DAESI Farmers from Raichur: Institute of Agricultural 
Technologies (IAT), Raichur, in association with Univer-
sity of Agricultural Science, Raichur, is organizing Train-
ing program, called Diploma in Agricultural Extension 
Services for input dealers (DAESI) of Raichur District.  As 

a part of the training program, a group of 80 participants 
visited ICAR-IIMR on 22 January, 2020 to understand the 
millet technologies developed by the institute. They 
were briefed the importance of millets and its role in 
nutritional security in present scenario. Input dealers 
appreciated the efforts of IIMR in promoting millets 
through processing & value addition technologies. Dr. 
Sangappa, Scientist Coordinated this visit. 
 

Farmers from Bidar: ICAR-KVK, Bidar implementing DBT 
sponsored Biotech Kisan Hub project in various villages 
of Bidar district of Karnataka, as a part of project, visited 
IIMR to know the latest Millet technologies developed 
by ICAR-IIMR.  A group of 50 Farmers, one project officer 
and scientist from KVK, Bidar visited ICAR-IIMR on 28 

January, 2020. Dr. B Amasiddha, Scientist briefed about 
the latest production technologies of Millets and they 
visited millet fields. This visit was coordinated by Dr. San-
gappa, scientist and Dr. Jadhav, Scientist, ICAR- KVK, 
Bidar. 

Farmers from Vellore, TN: A total of 41 farmers from 
Vellore District, Tamil Nadu as part of Exposure visit - 
Mission on Sustainable Dry Land Agriculture (MSDA) vis-
ited ICAR-IIMR on 23 January 2019. The farmers were 
taken to the millets demonstration fields and explained 
about agronomic practices for better yield. Later, they 
visited Nutrihub facilities and primary processing unit.  
This visit was organised by Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula and 
Nutrihub team. 
 
Students: 
 

From Vijayapura: A group of 65 B.Sc. (Ag) final year stu-
dents from College of Agriculture, Vijayapura, UAS- 
Dharwad, Karnataka along with 2 staff visited ICAR – 
IIMR on 02 January, 2020 as a part of all India Educa-

tional Tour. Dr. Sangappa Scientist briefed about the in-
stitute activities for promotion of millets and also given 
information on entrepreneurial opportunities in Millets 
in particular and food processing in general. Dr. Amasid-
dha. B. Scientist, IIMR, interacted with students and 
shared opportunities in agricultural Higher education. 
Enthusiastic students visited Primary Processing unit of 
millets and Millets Food Processing Lab for demonstra-
tion.  
 

From Dharwad: As a part of all India educational tour, a 
group of 53 B.Sc. (Ag), final year students along with 2 

staff from University of Agricultural sciences (UAS), Dhar-
wad, Karnataka visited ICAR – IIMR, Nutrihub, primary & 
secondary processing units on 6 January, 2020. Dr. San-
gappa Scientist briefed them activities on various train-
ing programs being organized at IIMR for the benefit of 
students to become entrepreneurs. 
 
From Badnapur, Uttar Pradesh: A group of 66 B.Sc. 
(Hon), final year students from College of Agriculture, 
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Badnapur, Uttar Pradesh visited ICAR – IIMR on 14 Janu-
ary, 2020. Dr. Ravi Ravi Kumar Vemula briefed the activi-

ties of Nutrihub and taken them to primary & processing 
lab. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist briefed them institute activi-
ties.   
 
From GKVK, Bengaluru: A group of 15 M.Sc., students 
& 2 staff, department of Agricultural Extension, College 

of Agriculture, University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, 
Bangalore visited ICAR – IIMR on 18 January, 2020 As a 
part of educational tour to various research institutes in 
Hyderabad. Dr. Sangappa Scientist briefed them institute 
activities & entrepreneurship opportunities to establish 
millet processing units and start-ups.  
 

From Bhimavaram, AP:  A group of 105 B.Sc. (Biology), 
final year students along with 4 faculty of DNR College, 
Bhimavaram, West Godavari district, Andhra Pradesh 
visited ICAR – IIMR on 29 January, 2020 as a part of in-

dustrial tour and R&D institutes visit. Students were 
taken to Nutrihub, Fields and later interacted with Dr. 
Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR. This visit was organized by 
Dr. V Ravi Kumar and Nutrihub team. 
 

From Osmanabad, Maharashtra: A group of 15 students 

of Diploma in Agriculture along with 3 staff members 
from Jnana Prabodhini – Harali kendra (Krushi Tantra 
Niketan), Osmanabad, Maharashtra visited Centre on 
Rabi Sorghum (ICAR-IIMR), Solapur on 29 January 2020. 
They were briefed with cultivation aspects, scope and 
importance of Sorghum and millets, health benefits and 
ongoing research activities on millets at the centre. Stu-
dents also visited Sorghum breeding and pathology ex-
perimental fields. Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist coor-
dinated this field visit.  
 
From Badnapur, Maharashtra:  A group of 77 students of 
B. Sc. (Ag) along with staff members from College of Ag-
riculture, Badnapur, VNMKV, Parbhani, Maharashtra vis-
ited Centre on Rabi Sorghum (ICAR-IIMR), Solapur on 
30th January 2020 as a part of their educational tour. 
During the visit, students were briefed about mandate of 
the centre, Importance of Sorghum and millets, nutri-
tional speciality of millets and ongoing research activities 
on millets at the centre. Field visit was organized to 
showcase field experimentation in breeding, pathology 
and seed production. Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist 
(Plant Breeding) coordinated this field visit.  
 
School Children’s from Upperpally:  Thirty-one school 
children’s of LKG and UKG from Little Millennium School, 
Upperpally visited ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad on their part of 
Educational Tour to the Research Institute under Study 
programme on Plants. They visited the Millets Gene-
bank, CoE, Nutrihub, ABI and GTC Field. They were 
briefed about the importance of genebank for future, 
making of millet value added products, ignition of idea 
into business, packing and marketing of millets and 
structure of millet plants in the field. The visit was coor-
dinated by Drs. M Elangovan, V Ravikumar and Mrs. 
Anuradha.    
 

From Ethiopia 
As a part of ICRISATs network project with Cambridge 
University, three delegates from Ethiopia viz. Drs. Hirut 

Cherie, Helen E. , Wanjiku G. visited IIMR on 24 Jan to 
explore the possibility of collaboration for millet value 
chain development in Ethiopia.  
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Thought for the month        

 When our imperfect judgments are aggregated in the right way, our collective intelligence is often  

 excellent.      

           - James Surowiecki 
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

S. 
No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 Sangappa C. Consultation workshop on "Learning Needs Assessment for 
Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture in Telangana”. 
  

W Hotel Mercure,  
Hyderabad 

3 Jan., 2020 

2 SS Rao 107th  Indian Science Congress C GKVK Campus,  UAS- 
Bangalore. 

03-07 Jan, 
2020 

3 B Dayakar Rao International Conference on Value-Addition (VAIGA 2020) C Trissur 04-06 Jan, 
2020 

4 Vilas A Tonapi, 
AV Umakanth & 
B  Venkatesh Bhat 

National Conference on Bioenergy C Suvarna Soudha,  
Belgaavi 

06-07 Jan., 
2020 

5 B Dayakar Rao Meeting at NITI Aayog on production, consumption and utili-
sation of millets 

M NITI Aayog, 
New Delhi 

07 Jan., 2020 

6 Vilas A Tonapi II National conference on Gene Revolution for Profitable Agri-
culture. 
(5 Farming 2020) 

C UAS, Dharwad 08-10, Jan, 
2020 

7 Parashuram Patroti National Conference on “Biodiversity and Conservation of 
Wetlands “ organized by Solapur University  in collaboration 
with ICLEI. 

C DBF Dayanand  
College of Arts and  
Science, Solapur 

11 Jan., 2020 

8 Vilas A Tonapi, 
B Venkatesh Bhat &   
AV Umakanth 

Krushik  Expo - 2020  and Launch of Drought Action Network 
Programme 

C KVK, Baramati 15-16, Jan, 
2020 

9 Parashuram Patroti “National seminar on Exploration on IPR and Quality Research 
practices “ 

S VG Shivdhare College of 
Arts and Science,  
Solapur. 

21 Jan., 2020 

10 R Madhushudhna 
M Elangovan, and Avi-
nash Singode 

Two days Management Development Program (MDP) on 
Orientation-cum-Awareness and implementation of ABS 
Guidelines 

T NAARM-Hyderabad 22-23 Jan., 
2020. 

11 
  
  

P Rajendrakumar Plant Genetics and Genomics Conference C SRMIST, Kattankulathur, 
Chennai 

23-24 Jan., 
2020 

12 B Dayakar Rao National Stakeholders' Consultation for Jan Andolan under 
Poshan Abhiyaan 

M Juniper Hall, Indian  
Habitat Centre, 
New Delhi 

24 Jan., 2020 

13 V Ravi Kumar Training programme on capacity building for CJSC members of 
ICAR HQs and Institutes 

T NAARM, Hyderabad. 27-31 Jan., 
2020 


