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Interactive meeting with DDG (Res), ICRISAT

Dr. Arvind Kumar, Deputy Director General — Research, ICRISAT and Dr. Pooran Gaur, Research Program Director-Asia Program,
ICRISAT visited ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Re- 3
search (IIMR) on 16 January 2021.Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR formally welcomed the
dignitaries and presented the historical importance | -
of IIMR and its area of strength especially the |:
achievements of crop improvement, millets seed |/
hub, value addition, Nutrihub and creation of mil- £ 4.
lets FPO. He also briefed about the status of Inter-
national Conference on Sorghum and Small millets
with joint partnership of ICAR-IIMR, Society for Mil-
lets Research and ICRISAT to commemorate the
UNs declaration of 2023 as the International Year of ¢
Millets. He also emphasized the need for stronger
collaboration in pearl millet and finger millet pro-
gramme among ICAR-IIMR-ICRISAT and ongoing collaborative projects with ICRISAT. More support from ICRISAT in the areas of
genomics, use of genotyping, speed breeding facilities, genome editing tools, smart foods and statistical analysis needed for the
National programme.

Dr Arvind Kumar in his address informed that collaboration is required also in value chain management, soil management, policy

-  management in millets. ICRISAT would like to use the
expertise of IMR where it is lacking or on mutual basis.
IIMR would like to work on bilateral basis rather than
working in same areas. Also more collaboration with
IIMR in all the related projects where ICRISAT is work-
ing. ICRISAT will work with IIMR in a cohesive way. Will
avoid competitions and work on unique areas. The
areas on collaboration in speed breeding, genome edit-
- | ing and genotyping, smart food proposed by Dr Vilas A

Tonapi is totally acceptable and will work on it.

Dr Pooran Gaur in his interaction highlighted on the
"1 areas proposed by IIMR for collaboration and will be
'S /| addressed. Working together and complementing each
¥ | other are the main objectives of the visit. The guests
Jalso visited Millets Genebank, Entomology and Bio-
chemistry laboratories, Centre of Excellence on Millets,
millets processing units and Nutrihub. Dr. Arvind Kumar was very much impressed with the model of seed to value addition and
considered it as one of the best model of the ICAR. The visit was coordinated by Drs. M Elangovan, B Dayakar Rao, PG Padmaja,
CV Ratnavathi and R Venkateshwarlu.

Nutrihub Selects Start-Ups for Seed Fund Program (N-GRAIN) & Agripreneurship Orientation
Program (NEST)

Nutrihub announced the selection of 25 Start-Ups out of 59 applications for the N-GRAIN, Seed Fund Program & 23 Start-Ups out
of 53 applications for NEST Agripreneurship Orientation Program for its fourth Cohort of incubation program under RKVY-RAFTAAR
project scheme. The selected start-ups will undergo two months training on Millets; Processing (Primary and Secondary), Millets
value added product technologies, Packaging, Marking, Labelling, Quality Control, Compliances, Optimizing and Scaling Production
Facilities, setting up a Plant and expert interventions to scale faster. Followed by a final round of selection -NGRAIN Start-ups avail
up to 25 lakh grant in aid NEST — UPTO 5 lakh.

Nutrihub a Technology Business Incubator of ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad floated announcement of Co-
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hort-1V for Seed Fund Program N-Grain and Agripreneurship
orientation program for NEST participants under RKVY-
RAFTAAR ‘Seed Stage Funding’ program under Rashtriya Krishi
VikasYojana — Remunerative Approaches for Agriculture and

0 -
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Allied Sectors Rejuvenation (RKVY-RAFTAAR), DAC & FW,
MOA&FW project, was held on 19 January 2021 at Nutrihub,
ICAR-IIMR on virtual mode.

To commence the new round of our Incubation Programs
(NEST and N-GRAIN) Nutrihub, IIMR invited participants on 7
January 2021 from all around the country to register for the
4th Cohort. We received a tremendous response as within a
span of week we received around 112 Applications from vari-
ous start-ups. At the end of registration period, all applicants
submitted a Pitch Deck with their business idea/plan which
was considered as a selection criterion for 2-month training
program. On 19 of January around 19 start-ups from N-GRAIN
and on 21st January around 7 start-ups from N-GRAIN and 28
start-ups from NEST program presented their Pitch Decks be-
fore a highly-skilled and dignified Jury Panel. The Dignitaries in
the Jury Panel included- Dr. Dayakar Rao (CEO, Nutrihub), Dr.
Nirmal Reddy, Dr. Pradeep, Mr. Saravanan and Madhavi
Madam. All the start-ups were screened thoroughly on basis of
their idea, their product portfolio and their plans regarding
fund utilisation. Finally, around 25 start-ups for N-GRAIN and
22 start-ups for NEST have been selected for 2-month training
program by Nutrihub. Nutrihub offers best wishes to all the
selected start-ups.

Expert committee meeting of NASF funded
project on millets 2020-21

Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Principal Scientist and PI, along with
CCPIs; Dr. Oliver King, Kolli Hills and Dr. Prashant, Koraput,
MSSRF, Chennai attended an expert committee meeting,
which was organized by the ICAR-NASF, New Delhi through
virtual mode to review the progress of NASF funded project
entitled “Farmer-led extension strategy for enhancing farmers’
income through millets-based farming system in hilly and
tribal areas” on 6th January, 2021 under chairmanship of Dr.
Narayan Gowda, Ex, Vice-chancellor, UAS, Bangalore, Karna-
taka in the presence of other committee members. The pro-
gress of the project made during 2020-21 was presented by
Dr. Chapke, PI.

Popularization of production and process-
ing technologies of small millet in Arun-
achal Pradesh’

A day long training programme on ‘Popularization of produc-

tion and processing technologies of small millet in Arunachal
Pradesh’ organized Jointly by Department of Agronomy, Col-
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lege of Agriculture, Central Agricultural University, Pasighat

80 farmers imparted training on
‘production and processing
technologies of small millet’

at Adi-Pasi village in Upper Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh
on 30 January, 2021. As many as 80 farmers participated in the
training programme, which was inaugurated by Dr ManjuliKo-
mut, ADC Maryang in presence of Dr B N Hazarika, Dean, CoA,
CAU, Pasighat and Dana Moyong, SDAO Maryang.Dr S K
Bandyopadhyay, Professor, Agronomy, CoA and Dr S K Pat-
tanaaik, head, deptt of NRM, CHF, CAU, Pasighat briefed on
cultivation, scope and benefits of millet, processing technolo-
gies of millet and its possible mechanization in the training.
The Self Help Groups (SHGs) were suggested to cultivate mil-
lets in a commercial way and with considerable production a
small scale processing unit may be established for value addi-
tion. During the training programme, the technical guidance
was given by Dr Sangappa B C, Scientist & Nodal officer, NEH
Program, ICAR-IIMR.

TAS Fellowships

Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist (Bio-chemistry) and
Dr. AV Umakanth, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding) have

been elected as "Fellow of
Telangana Academy of
Sciences" in recognition of
their contributions to Science
and Technology by the Telan-
gana Academy of Sciences
(TAS) located at Osmania University,
received this TAS-Fellow Certificate-2019 on 22 January, 2021
through virtual mode. IIMR family congratulates both for this
achievement.

Dr. Stanley Bagged NAAS Associateship

Dr. Johnson Stanley, Senior Scientist (Agrl. Entomology), ICAR-
IIMR, Hyderabad was conferred with National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) Associ-
ateship 2020 and received during the Award
Ceremony at NAAS Secretariat, New Delhi on 01
January, 2021. Congratulations to Dr. Stanley ...
and Millets family wishes many more laurels in
future to his credit.

Memorandum of Understanding
between SFAC and ICAR-IIMR.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between SFAC and
ICAR-IIMR was signed on 22nd January 2021 to support the
and form the 10 FPOs in Karnataka state. SFAC has selected
ICAR-IIMR as CBBO and sanctioned 10 FPOs to Karnataka state
with total budget of Rs. 2.5 Crore Rupees for five years. An-
other 1.8 crore rupees will be sanctioned as FPO management

(MoU)
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cost to 10 FPOs. The agreement was facilitated by Dr. San-
gappa, Scientist & PI, FPO, ICAR-IIMR.

Visit of
Hyderabad

A vocational visit of Office bearers and members of Rotary
Club, Jubilee hills, (RI13150), Hyderabad to ICAR - Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad was arranged on 21st
January, 2021 as a part of Millet awareness campaign and Nu-
trition security for all through Millets. A group of 32 Rotarians
visited ICAR - IIMR and learnt about millets, their role in hu-
man nutrition. They were also given information about the
value addition and entrepreneurship in millet based start-ups.
They were also exposed to hands on experience of cooking
with millets. The team members also interacted with various
scientists and visited Centre on Excellence on Millets and Nu-
trihub. This visit was coordinated by Sh. K Srinivas Babu, scien-
tist, IIMR.

Rotarians of Rotary Club,

Orientation Session conducted by Nutrihub

Nutrihub at IIMR organised an online Orientation Session for
the Launch of our 4th Cohort Incubation Programs- NEST and
N-GRAIN on 30 January 2021. The event was graced by the
presence of the esteemed dignitaries Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Direc-
tor, IIMR and Dr. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub. Dr. Tonapi gave
the Inaugural Remarks and motivated all the budding entre-
preneurs to strive hard in their entrepreneurial journey and
take millets to the global market. Dr. Dayakar Rao addressed
all the incubatees and gave an insightful overview of the pro-
gram. He encouraged start-ups to perform well during the 2
months training program and make efforts towards uplifting
the presence of millets in the market. Around 19 from N grain
and 22 Start-ups from NEST. attended the session. Overall, the
session was very enlightening and all the participants left the
session with a new-found energy.

Awareness Programme on Millet FPO at
Hulsoor village of Karnataka

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized meeting
with farmers on 19th January 2021 at Hulsoor village of Bidar
District, Karnataka. This meeting was organized mainly for the
promotion of Millet Farmer producer Organization (FPO) at

Hulsoor village. Nearly 35 farm women and men were at-
tended this programme. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist ICAR-IIMR &
Pl of the project briefed about the objectives and importance
of Millet FPO and the procedure involved in establishment of
FPO at village. During this event woman farmers were trained
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on Millet cooking methods by Dr. Laxmi Project Coordinator.

Grant-in-Aid sanctioned for 13 start-ups
from 2" Cohort

ICAR-IIMR’s Nutrihub is proud to announce that a grand total
of 69.50 lakhs has been sanctioned to the selected 13 start-
ups from our 2nd Cohort of NEST and N-GRAIN programs. The
Grant-in-Aid to be provided was determined by RIC Committee
after the Pitching round. Around 4 Start-ups from N-GRAIN
program will receive Grant-In-Aid of about 39 lakhs and 9 Start
-ups from the NEST Program will receive an amount of 30.50
lakhs. The entire team of Nutrihub wishes all the selected start
-ups heartiest congratulations on receiving the sanction letter.

IIMR created marketing linkage for FPOs

ICAR- IIMR has facilitated market linkage between millet proc-
essors and FPO. A memorandum of understanding has been
drawn between Green Millet FPO, Bagalkot and Millet proces-
sors, Nasik to collect produce on pre-defined terms of quality
parameters from FPO. In this regard, produce of 30 tons of
Foxtail millet has been sent to processors from FPO.

IIMR at Virtual Round table discussion for
formulating the Science, Technology and
Innovation

A virtual Round table discussion for formulating the STI road-
map for SDG2 - “End hunger, achieve food security and im-

Dr & DayskarRao, MR, Hyce._

proved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture” was
organized by the office of Principal Scientific Advisor to the
Government of India and the Research and Innovation System
for Developing Countries (RIS) on 27 January 2021. For the first
national-level roundtable discussion for formulating the STis
for SDG 2 roadmap, Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub and
Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad received invitation to
talk in the session “Towards Nutritional Security” and to brief
the aspects of Nutritional Quality, Food Processing and Ena-
bling Technologies including ICT. Dr. Dayakar Rao explained
the current health status quo of the country and how the fo-
cus shifted away from Nutritional security to food security,
which has led to the rise in Non-Communicable Diseases
(NCDs) in the country. He recalled some processing technolo-
gies that enhance the nutrition quality of foods enhancing nu-
tritional superiority of various millet-based products in com-
parison to wheat and rice. Later, he showcased some replic-
able interventions that are piloted for the development, dis-
semination and popularization of technologies as part of reviv-
ing the Millets Value Chain by ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets
Research, Hyderabad.
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Agri India Meet 2 - Insights on recent devel-
opments in Post-Harvest, Food Technology
and Value Addition

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare in collabora-
tion with PUSA KRISHI, ICAR-IARI launched the Agri India
Hackathon — the largest national-level virtual competition for

various agricultural innovations spreading over four focus ar-
eas. As a part of the program, eight Agri India Meets to create
dialog on the major challenges and the innovations in various
segments of agriculture are planned. The Agri India Meet 2 —
“Insights on recent developments in Post-Harvest, Food Tech-
nology & Value Addition” was organized on 8 January, 2021 by
PUSA KRISHI in collaboration with Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR, Hy-
derabad.

ICAR-Industry Meet on ‘Aflatoxin Manage-
ment in Food and Feed: Challenges and Op-
portunities”

The ICAR-Industry Meet on ‘Aflatoxin management in food and
feed: Challenges and opportunities” was organized by ICAR-

IARI, New Delhi on 4 January 2021. Dr. Trilochan Mahapatra,
DG, ICAR and Dr. TR Sharma, DDG (Crop Sciences) were the

chairman and co-chairman of the session. Dr. B Dayakar Rao,
CEO, Nutrihub and Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
delivered his talk on “Aflatoxin in millet-based products: Chal-
lenges and management”. During the session, he presented
the various key challenges in Aflatoxin Management and also
proposed the possible solutions for effective management
such as On-farm provision of Diagnostic kits, Storage struc-
tures & practices, Studies on the impact of various processing
methods, separate FSSAI standards for infants foods, Con-
sumer awareness and Capacity building programs, and devel-
opment of a common platform for Aflatoxin Management and
Cross learning. For taking it forward to develop a networking
project.
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Visit of M/s Heritage team to IIMR
Ms. Nara Brahmani, Executive Director, Mr. M Sambasiva Rao,
President and Mr. Balaji Adivishnu, Chief Innovation Officer

from M/s Heritage Foods Limited visited the ICAR-IIMR Nutri-
hub on 12 January 2021 to explore the opportunities with Mil-
let foods. The team had a discussion with Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on various collaboration possi-
bilities with IIMR for entering the millets landscape. Dr. B
Dayakar Rao briefed the context of millets and the emerging
market potential to the Heritage team. Later, Ms. Brahmani
expressed her wish to enter into the millets market and shared
her plans to launch the exclusive millet parlours in the coming
days.

Republic day celebrated

The Nation’s 72"dRepuinc Day was celebrated this day with
patriotism, enthusiasm and unity at Indian Institute of Millets

Research on 26 January, 2021. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi. Director,
IIMR unfurled the national flag and addressed the staff virtu-
ally. On this occasion, Dr. Tonapi said the year 2020 dramati-
cally changed everything due to the corona virus pandemic
and showed the fragility of lives and economy. This year 2021
is to build, re-build and recreate the same productive days. He
also highlighted the sacrifices of martyrs and said that we
should all follow the principle of live and let live. On this occa-
sion he recollected the receipt of “ICAR’s Best Annual Report
Award -2018-19” and “ICAR’s Choudhary Devi Lal Best AICRP
award for — AICRP-sorghum Hyderabad”. He reminded that
during 2020, a total 7 new millet varieties have been identified
for national release and organized several training pro-
grammes, webinars and meetings successfully through virtual
mode amid COVID Pandemic and prolonged lockdowns. He
stressed on the need to repeat the productive performance of
2020 also in 2021 with higher deliverables. Dr. M Elangovan,
PS and Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat, PS organized this event with the
help of Sh. J Bhagavantham, Technical Assistant and his team
were the coordinators of the event.
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Meeting of Official Language Implementa-
tion Committee

The 56™ virtual meeting of Official Language Implementation
Committee was conducted at the ICAR - Indian Institute of
Millets Research, Hyderabad on 15 January, 2021 under the
Chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Hyd. The
other members including Dr. Jinu Jacob, OIC, Hindi Cell, Dr.
Madhusudhana, OIC, PME Cell; Dr. Venkatesh Bhat, OIC, Tech-
nical & Medial Cell and OIC, Computer & Website; Dr.
Sooganna, OIC, Library, Ms. Ritu Dalal, SAO; Dr. KV Raghaven-
dra Rao, I/c FAO and Member Secretary, Dr. Mahesh Kumar,
STO (OL) participated in this meeting. During the discussion it

Seedsmen Association Award bagged by
Dr. Umakanth

Dr. AV Umakanth, Principal Scientist, received The Seedsmen
Association award for his outstanding research contributions
in the area of Plant Breeding. He received the award and felici-
tation from the, Mr Yaganti Venkateshwarlu, president of the
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was decided that an administrative festival in Hindi will be

organized during this quarter i.e. Jan-Mar, 2021.

Online cooking with millets training report
Nutrihub, ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research organized
online training programme on “cooking with millets to pro-

VARADA

mote awareness on nutri-cereals along with the methods of
cooking healthy millet foods. A total of 24 participants be-
longing to different categories ranging from, housewives, em-
ployees, students, farmers and women entrepreneurs partici-
pated in the program. Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR
addressed the participants on importance on Millets and in-
clusion of millets in diet. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub
acknowledged the participants about the millets and the intri-
cacies in main streaming millets to food plate of all. He also
acknowledged that millets are powerhouse of nutrients, and
are smart foods with all micronutrients and its health bene-
fits. Dr. M. Sujatha, RA, Nutrihub, IIMR, and Ms. Vijayalakshi,
Chef, Nutrihub, IIMR demonstrated live recipes of millets like
Multi millet stuffed idly, Foxtail dosa, ragi vermicelli and jowar
roti with hand and with the machine. Also emphasized on
health benefits of millet recipes. Five Videos of millet recipes
were demonstrated. D. Srenuja, SRF, IIMR explained about
the finer points related to of cooking of millets and simple
ways and tips to improvise the millet cooking. The interactive
session with participants were ably dealt by the panelists. This
webinar was coordinated by Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, PRO, ICAR-
IIMR and Mr. V. Sandeep Kumar, ES, Nutrihub.
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Association in the presence of Mr Muralidhar Reddy-Vice-
President, Mr Jaiveer Rao-Secretary, Jagadeeshwar Reddy-
Executive Director held at Nimmala Convention, Kandlakoya,
Medchal, Hyderabad on Jan 11th, 2021 at Hyderabad.

Transfer

Dr. G Vanishree, Scientist (Plant breeding),
working at Indian Institute of Millets Research,
Hyderabad was transferred to Indian Institute of
Seed Science, MAU'’s regional station located at
Bengaluru and has been relieved from her duties '
on 28 January, 2021.

Radio Talk

Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IIMR partici-
pated in the Radio Interview on “Status of Mil-
lets” in Tamil, conducted by All India Radio —
Tiruchirappalli station on 26 January 2021

ANNUAL AICRP-SORGHUM
SMALL MILLETS GROUP MEETINGS

AND

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera-
bad is organizing virtual combined 51st Annual
Group Meeting of All India Coordinated Research
Project on Sorghum and 32ndAnnual Group Meet-
ing of All India Coordinated Research Project on
Small Millets during 14-16 April, 2021. [IMR
received the approval from the Council in this
regard. From Nodal officers the programme details
will be informed to all participants very soon.
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Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T)Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of Programme details Category Dates
No. Employee
1 D Revati Generic Online Training in Cyber Security Webinar 5Jan., 2021
2 P Mukesh AGRI INDIA HACKATHON, on “Insights on Post Harvest, | Webinar 8 Jan., 2021
Food Technology & Value Addition Recent Develop-
ments”
3 Vilas A Tonapi and | MOFPI-ICAR Meeting Webinar 13 Jan.,2021
B Dayakar Rao
4 Vilas A Tonapi Drought area core- group networking meeting Webinar 18 Jan.,2021
5 CV Ratnavathi 27" meeting of scientific panel on cereals legumes and | Webinar 20 Jan., 2021
pulses and their food products including bakery organized
by FSSAL.
6 Vilas A Tonapi Seed Industry and Seed Research Webinar 23 Jan, 2021
7 P Rajendrakumar | “HiFi Metagenomics 101: From Sample to High Resolution | Webinar 26 Jan., 2021
Genomes” organized PacBio
8 Vilas A Tonapi 92 AGM of ICAR Webinar 27 Jan., 2021
9 M Elangovan "Access and Benefit Sharing: Process & Outcomes" organ- | Webinar 27 Jan., 2021
ized by National Biodiversity Authority, New Delhi
10 B Gangaiah Herbicide resistance in India: Problems and management | webinar 29 Jan.,2021
organised by Indian Society of Weed Science, Jabalpur
11 KK Sharma The ISMPP 41" Annual Conference and National e- | conference 28-30 Jan.,
Symposium on " Innovative Approaches in Plant Health 2021
Management organized by ISMPP and University of Hor-
ticultural Sciences, Bagalkot, Karnataka.
Thought for the month
Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a little.
~Edmund Burke

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MILLETS-2023

Cultivating Diversity, Justice, Resilience, Health and Zero Hunger
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Director,

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: millets.icar@nic.in
Website: www.millets.res.in

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.
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