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International Conference on Finger Millet-ICFM-2022 
 

International conference on Harnessing the potential of Finger Millet for Achieving Food and Nutritional Se-
curity: challenges and Prospects was organized at UAS-Bangalore in collaboration with ICAR-Indian Institute 
of Millets Research and ICRISAT-
Hyderabad during 19-22 Janu-
ary, 2022 at Zonal Agricultural 
Research Station (ZARS), VC 
Farm, Mandya, Karnataka. 
Mandya is a district located in 
Karnataka and is famous for one 
of the oldest research centres on 
Finger millet, where stalwarts 
such as Dr. Lesli Coleman and Dr. 
Ragi Lakshmanaiah have made 
significant contributions in the 
field of Finger millet improve-
ment. On the other hand, the 
main objective of this confer-
ence was to analyze the latest 
developments taking place in 
finger millet, both at national and international level, identify the gaps and chalk out a road map for crop im-
provement strategies for future under the changing climate. ICFM-2022 provided a forum to discuss the en-
tire gamut of issues relating to advances and challenges in finger millet. The conference provided practical 
solutions for researchers across the globe to exchange their experiences and vision on development and im-
provement in Finger millet research at large. Genetic resources, production for its sustainability, integrated 
pest management strategies and biotechnological interventions were also discussed. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Di-
rector, ICAR-IIMR and Co-chairman for the ICFM- 2022 spoke virtually on Strategies for enhancement of pro-
duction and Productivity of millets. He also said that among millet crops, Finger millet figures out promi-
nently with several health benefits such as hypo-cholesterolemic, hypoglycemic and anti-ulcerative proper-
ties. Dignitaries and several scientists from UAS-Bangalore, ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad and ICRISAT took part in 
the sessions with their presentations through video conferencing and participated in deliberations. Sh. A 
Srinivas, Ms. P Hemashankari, Dr. V Ravi Kumar and Sh. P Rajappa participated in person in this conference 
and exhibited Finger millet value added products. Other scientists participated in the sessions virtually. Dr. TE 
Nagaraja, Professor (Plant Breeding) and Head, ICAR-AICRP (Small Millets), UAS, Bangalore was the organiz-
ing Secretary of ICFM-2022. 
 
Start-up Ignition training program on-Entrepreneurship opportunities in Millets 
Sector 
 

A total of 40 participants from six states of India participated in the Start-up Ignition training program enti-
tled - Entrepreneurship opportunities in Millets Sector at Nutrihub, ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, 
Hyderabad on 6-7 January, 2022. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub delivered the inaugural address and also 
interacted with the participants on various business opportunities in millets. In general, participants were 
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given an Overview of Millets Post-Harvest Technolo-
gies, processing, and marketing of millet health food 
products. The trainees also visited facilities at IIMR, 
Centre of Excellence, Primary and Secondary proc-

essing units, Incubation facilities at Nutrihub for 
Start-up units.  Procedures for Technology transfer 
with IIMR were also explained. Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, 
Technical Officer, ICAR-IIMR coordinated the train-
ing program. 
 
VIII Institute Germplasm Identification 
Committee (IGIC) meeting  
 

The meeting of the 8th Institute Germplasm Identifi-
cation Committee (IGIC) was held at ICAR-IIMR on 
28 January 2022 in the presence of Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR. The meeting was 
Chaired by Dr. M Elangovan (Chairman, IGIC) and 
attended by other member’s viz., Dr. C Aruna 
Reddy, Dr. P Sanjana Reddy, Dr. Avinash Singode 
and Dr. B Amasiddha (Member Secretary). A total of 
8 new applications were screened for registration. 
In which, 3 applications were recommended for reg-
istration without any changes, 4 applications were 
suggested modifications and one application was 
suggested to resubmit with more data. High dry bio-
mass, grain iron content, number of leaves, leaf 
length, leaf: stem ratio in Sorghum; neck blast, fin-
ger blast, banded leaf blight diseases, finger number 
and finger length in Finger millet were the impor-
tant trait-specific genotypes identified in combina-
tion with grain yield during the meeting for registra-
tion.  
 
Training programme to stakeholders 
of    Odisha Millet Mission 
 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized 
four days-training program for the research team of 
Odisha Millet Mission project during 10-13 of Janu-
ary, 2022. A total of 16 participants of various de-
partments involved in promotion of millets in the 
Odisha state participated in this programme. The 
training encompassed both theoretical and practical 
aspects of millets production, processing and value 

addition. The exposure visit was also arranged to 
get an idea of what best can be harnessed with the 
millets processing and value addition. Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director, IIMR and Dr. Muthu Kumar, IAS, 

Director of Agriculture and Farmers’ welfare partici-
pated virtually during the valedictory session. The 
seeds were distributed to the stakeholders to main-
stream the cultivation of good quality seeds new 
varieties of millets in their region. The training was 
coordinated by Sh. K Srinivas Babu, Dr. Sangappa, 
Co-PIs and staff of OMM project.   
 
Awards  
 

During the International Conference on Finger Mil-
let-ICFM-2022 held at Zonal Agricultural Research 
Station (ZARS), VC Farm, Mandya, Karnataka during 
19-22 January, 2022, Scientists from IIMR-
Hyderabad received the following Best Oral Presen-
tation and Best poster presentation awards:  
 
Best Oral presentations 
 

Title: Development of gamma mutants with im-
proved grain yield and blast resistance in finger 
millet (Authors: Ganapathy KN, TSSK Patro, 
Palanna KB, Das IK, Hariprasanna K, M 
Elangovan, TE Nagaraja, B Amasiddha, 
Prashant B and Vilas A. Tonapi) 

 
Title: Biochemical changes in finger millet Flour dur-

i n g  s t o r a g e  ( A u t h o r s :  P G  P a d -
maja, A Kalaisekar, R Venkateswarlu, S 
Shwetha, G Shyam Prasad, V Bhat, 
B Dayakar Rao & Vilas A. Tonapi) 
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 Best Poster presentations 
 
Title: Genetic diversification of cultivated gene pool 

of finger millet using interspecific hybridiza-
tion (Authors: Ganapathy KN, Prabhakar B, M 
Elangovan, K Venkatesh and Vilas A. Tonapi) 

 
Title: Relevance of MSP for Ragi Farmers in India: An 

Analysis (Authors: Anuradha Narala, Dayakar 
Rao.B and Vilas A. Tonapi) 

 
Title: Farmer Producer Organizations are connecting 

dots between farmers and consumers for 
achieving nutritional security through millets 
(Authors: Sangappa, Manjuprakash, Laxmi B., K 
Srinivasa Babu, Amasiddha B. And Vilas A. 
Tonapi). 

 
Congratulations to all the winners. 

 
Millet Exhibition Stall 
IIMR, Hyderabad participated in International Con-
ference on Finger Millet-ICFM-2022 held at Zonal 

Agricultural Research Station (ZARS), VC Farm, 
Mandya, Karnataka during 19-22 January, 2022 and 
showcased millet health foods products and tech-
nologies. More than 1500 people including farmers, 
delegates, visitors, dignitaries from Karnataka and 
other states, students, and entrepreneurs visited 
IIMR stall and appreciated the efforts made by the 
institute in creation of the demand and promotion 
of millets. 
 
Republic day celebrated 
 

The Nation’s 73rd Republic Day was celebrated this 
day with patriotism, enthusiasm and unity at Indian 
Institute of Millets Research on 26 January, 2022. Dr. 
Vilas A Tonapi. Director, IIMR unfurled the national 

flag and addressed the staff. On this occasion, Dr. 
Tonapi said the 2022 is to re-build and recreate the 
productive days. He also highlighted the sacrifices of 
martyrs and said that we should all follow principles 

of  dedication, service and human welfare to con-
tribute your right to nation building. He reminded 
that during 2021, a total 8 new sorghum and 3 small 
millet varieties have been identified for national re-
lease and IIMR successfully organized Nutri-Cereal 
Multi Stakeholders Mega Convention 3.0, where the 
Union Minister of agriculture was the Chief guest 
besides all dignitaries from the council including Dr. 
Trilochan Mohapatra, DG of ICAR. He also stressed 
on the need to repeat the productive performance 
of 2021 also in 2022 with higher deliverables in the 
light of forthcoming International Year of Millets - 
2023. Dr. M Elangovan, PS organized this event with 
the help of Sh. Vilas, Farm superintendent and J 
Bhagavantham, Technical Assistant and his team 
were the coordinators of the event.   
 
FPO Activities 
 
The following activities were coordinated by Dr. 
Sangappa, Scientist and Project Investigator, FPO 
Projects, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad during January 
2022: 
 
Exposure visit to IIMR by BoDs and CEO of 
FPO: As a part of SFAC FPOs supported by ICAR-
IIMR under CSS, the Board of Directors and CEO of 
Amrutavarshini Farmer Producer Company of Kop-
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pal district visited ICAR-IIMR on 11 and 12 of Janu-
ary, 2022. Dr. Sangappa, The PI of the project made 
arrangements of two days training programme ex-
plained the research and processing technologies 
developed at IIMR besides organizing visits to Centre 
of Excellence, processing units and Nutri-Hub of 
IIMR in the first day and M/s SS Bahvani foods, the 
successful millet processing unit on the second day.  
Mr. Veera Shetty, Proprietor M/s. Bahvani foods 
shared his experience and motivated the visitors to 
start processing and value addition units of millets.  
 
Board meeting of Tekmal FPO: Ms. Chandrika, 
SRF and Mr. Giridhar, Project coordinator, IIMR vis-
ited Tekmal FPO on 24 January, 2022 to attend the 

Board meeting and reviewed the status and progress 
of FPO. The Board members were given the target of 
mobilizing the farmers to become eligible for apply-
ing for equity grants. In the meeting the roles and 
responsibilities of CEO, Accountant and the Board of 
Directors were made clear to them for smooth func-
tioning of FPO.  
 

IIMR scientists visit cold pressed oil unit of 
ARS, Tandur: Sr. K Srinivasa Babu and Dr. San-
gappa, scientists of IIMR visited cold pressed oil unit 

of ARS, Tandur on 25 January, 2022 to understand 
the working set up of the oil unit and replicate the 
same in the FPOs of IIMR, where farmers grow oil-

seeds to support them undertake processing of oil-
seeds to harness better income for securing liveli-
hood.  
 
Mobilization of farmers at Veldurthi FPO: Ms. 
Chandrika, SRF, IIMR visited Ramayapalli and Setti-
palli villages of Veldurthi mandal on 27 January, 
2022 to mobilize the farmers to reach 300 share-
holders figure to make the FPO eligible to avail eq-
uity grants and take up the business activities in fu-
ture. In total 30 farmers joined as shareholders.  
 
Mobilization of famers in Yelakurti village: 
The mobilization of farmers was undertaken at Yela-
kurti village of Tekmal mandal under the NCDC pro-
ject of Medak District FPO on 29 January, 2022 by 
Ms. Chandrika, SFR, IIMR and total 10 farmers 
joined as shareholders. 
 
Paper Presentation 
 

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist along with Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official Language) 
and Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Hyderabad 
presented a paper on “Vartaman Jeevanshailee : 
Kadanno (Paushtik Aanaj) ka Mahatav aur Prasan-
skaran” on 6 January, 2022 in a First All India jointly 
Official Language Vaigyanik evam Takaniki Seminar 
organized at Advanced Systems Laboratory (ASL), 
DRDO, Hyderabad during 6-7 January, 2022. 
 
 

Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official 
Language) IIMR, Hyderabad presented a paper on 
“Rajbhasha Karyanyan Samasyayein evam Samad-

han ki ora Kadam” on 7 January, 2022 in a First All 
India jointly Official Language Vaigyanik evam Ta-
kaniki Seminar organized at Advanced Systems 
Laboratory (ASL), DRDO, Hyderabad during 6-7 
January, 2022. 



The following Memoranda of Agreement / Understandings were made through ITMU, ICAR-IIMR, signed at ICAR-IIMR 
during the January 2022. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director – IIMR on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. The details are: 
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Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

S. No Date of 
Agreement 

Licensee/ Second 
party 

Purpose/ License of Signatory of Li-
censee 

In the presence 

1 03.01.22 TSSDC, Telangana Production & Sale 
CSH 24 MF 

Dr. K. Keshavulu, 
MD 

Drs. C.V. Ratnavathi, 
Aruna C and J. Stanley 

2 06.01.22 Ushodaya Enter-
prises, Telangana 

Jowar Flakes thin Ms. Geniya 
Banerjee, GM 
(Fin. & Acc.) 

Drs. B. Dayakar Rao and 
J Stanley 

3 10.01.22 Assam Agricultural 
University, Assam 

Students Research Dr. Ashok  
Bhattacharyya 
Director (Res) 

Drs. Madhusudhana R 
and J. Stanley 

4 13.01.22 Retra Foods, Gujarat Jowar & Bajra flakes   Rachna Sargam, 
Partner 

Drs. B. Dayakar Rao and 
J Stanley 

Memoranda of Understanding 

S. 
No. 

Name of Employee Programme details Category Dates 

1 VA Tonapi, Sangappa 
and Mahesh Kumar 

All –India Seminar on Official Language usage for Scien-
tists and Technical Officers held at Advanced Systems 
Laboratory (ASL), DRDO, Hyderabad. 

Seminar 6 -7 Jan., 
2022 

2 M Elangovan Plant Genome Saviour Community Awardee(s) virtual 
meeting on organized by PPVFRA. 

Webinar 12 Jan., 
2022 

3 P Hemashankari, 
A Srinivas, 
V Ravi Kumar and 
P Rajappa (In person) 
and all other scientists 
of IIMR (Virtually) 

International Conference on Finger Millet-ICFM-2022, 
held at Mandya, Karnataka. 

Conference 19 -22 Jan., 
2022 


