
 

Dr. NGP Rao passes away 
Dr Neelamraju Ganga Prasada Rao (89), fondly referred 
to as the “Father of Hybrid Sorghum” passed away on 27 

July, 2016. He was the 
founder of IARI Regional 
Research Station at Hy-
derabad (currently Indian 
Institute of Millets Re-
search), and first Project 
Coordinator of AICRP-
Sorghum.  
 

Dr. Rao was born in 
Korisapadu village in 
Prakasam District of An-
dhra Pradesh. He did his 
graduation in Agriculture at 
Agricultural College, Ba-
patla, and then moved to 
IARI, New Delhi and later 

to Bihar University. He has about 200 research publica-
tions in national and international journals to his credit. He 
also served in various capacities such as Consultant to 
the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), ICRISAT’s 
Regional Sorghum Breeder for West-Africa, Vice-
Chancellor of Marathwada Agricultural University, 
Parbhani, Maharashtra and Chairman, Agriculture Scien-
tists Recruitment Board (ASRB), New Delhi. He was the 
recipient of the prestigious “SS Bhatnagar Award” in 1966.  
 

Dr Rao has made significant contribution in the field of 
sorghum breeding, leading to the release of the first com-
mercial sorghum hybrids and most popular CSH 1, CSH 2 
and CSH 9 for commercial cultivation, which occupied 8 to 
10 million hectares. These hybrids also contributed to 
double the productivity of sorghum under optimum condi-
tions in India and also performed well in several African, 
South East Asian and Latin American countries. Kharif 
sorghum represented an important change in dryland agri-
culture in India. The growth rate of sorghum during the 
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समाचार साराशंसमाचार साराशं  
डॉ. एन जी पी राव का दखुःद िनधन  

डॉ. िनलमराजु गंगा प्रसाद राव (89) का दखुःद िनधन 27 जुलाई, 2016 को 
हो गया । वे संकर Ïवार के जनक के Ǿप मɅ जाने जात ेहɇ तथा हैदराबाद मɅ 
भाकृअनुसं  के अनुसंधान कɅ द्र  के  संèथापक एवं अभासअनुप-Ïवार  के  प्रथम 
पिरयोजना  समÛवयक  थे  ।  भाकअनुसं  मɅ  27  जुलाई,  2016  को  एक 
शोकसभा  का  आयोजन  िकया  गया  तथा  डॉ.  िवलास  ए  टोणिप,  िनदेशक, 
भाकअनुसं  के  ɮवारा  भारतीय  कृिष  एव ं Ïवार  की  प्रगित  मɅ  उनकी 
अिवèमरणीय सेवाओ ंयाद िकया गया । भारतीय कदÛन अनुसंधान संèथान 
उÛहɅ नमन करता है ।  
 

संèथान अनुसधंान सिमित की बैठक 
संèथान मɅ  संचािलत अनुसंधान पिरयोजनाओ ंपर चचार् एवं समीक्षा  हेतु डॉ. 
िवलास  ए  टोणिप,  िनदेशक,  भाकअनुसं  की  अÚयक्षता  मɅ  11-13  जुलाई, 
2016  के  दौरान  भाकअनुसं  की  संèथान  अनुसंधान  सिमित  की  बैठक  का 
आयोजन िकया गया । डॉ. आई के दास, सदèय-सिचव,  संअनुस के ɮवारा 
èवागत भाषण के पæचात बैठक का शुभारंभ हुआ । डॉ. एच एस तलवार ने 
वैज्ञािनकɉ  से  िनवेदन  िकया  िक  वे  पूणर्  हुई  पिरयोजनाओ ं पर  िवèततृ 
प्रèतुितकरण दɅ तथा पिरयोजनाओ ंमɅ संशोधन की आवæयकता का औिच×य 
बताएं । बैठक के दौरान अÚयक्ष महोदय ने गत तीन माह के दौरान संपÛन 
åयापक कायɟ की संिक्षÜत मɅ जानकारी दी तथा कदÛनɉ की वतर्मान िèथित 
की समीक्षा करते  हुए भावी अनुसंधान  प्राथिमकताओ ं पर चचार्  की  ।  तीन 
िदनɉ के दौरान Ïवार पर 19 पिरयोजनाएं शािमल 8 कदÛनɉ से संबंिधत कुल 
65 पिरयोजनाओं पर िवèतार से चचार् की गई ।   
 

कदÛनɉ मɅ जवैप्रौɮयोिगकी तथा आिÖवक Ǻिçटकोण पर िचतंन सत्र 

भारतीय  कदÛन  अनुसंधान  संèथान,  हैदराबाद  मɅ  28  जुलाई,  2016  को 
कदÛनɉ मɅ फसल उÛनयन हेतु  जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी तथा आिÖवक Ǻिçटकोण पर 
िचतन  सत्र  का  आयोजन  िकया  गया  ।  डॉ.  िवलास  ए  टोणिप,  िनदेशक, 
भाकअनुसं  ने  उक्त सत्र की  अÚयक्षता  की  तथा  पी आनंद  कुमार  (भूतपूवर् 
िनदेशक,  रापाजैप्रौअनुकɅ )  एवं  डॉ.  वी  िदनेश  कुमार,  प्रधान  वैज्ञािनक 
(जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी), भाितअनुसं िवशेषज्ञ के Ǿप मɅ उपिèथत थे । डॉ. टोणिप ने 
कदÛन  उ×पादन  मɅ  मह×वपूणर्  मुɮदɉ  व  चुनौितयɉ  तथा  जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी 
हèतके्षप  के  ɮवारा  चुनौितयɉ  के  Ûयूनीकरण  को  रेखांिकत  िकया  ।  डॉ.  पी 
आनंद  कुमार  ने  आधुिनक  प्रजनन  गितिविधयɉ  मɅ  जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी  तथा 
आिÖवक  िचéनक साधनɉ  के मह×व  पर  प्रकाश  डाला  ।  डॉ. आर मधुसूधन 
तथा डॉ. पी राजेÛद्रकुमार उक्त सत्र के समÛवयक थे ।   
 

भाकृअनुप èथापना िदवस समारोह 

भारतीय  कदÛन  अनुसंधान  संèथान,  हैदराबाद  मɅ  16  जुलाई,  2016  को 
भाकृअनुप  èथापना  िदवस समारोह का आयोजन  िकया गया  । समारोह  के 
प्रारंभ  मɅ  अपने  èवागत भाषण  के  दौरान  डॉ.  िवलास  ए  टोणिप,  िनदेशक, 
भाकअनुसं ने पिरषद की èथापना एवं उसकी प्रमुख उपलिÞधयɉ के संबंध मɅ 
संिक्षÜत  जानकारी  प्रदान  की  ।  डॉ.  एन  सीतारामा,  भूतपूवर्  िनदेशक, 
भाकअनुसं  समारोह  मɅ  मुख्य अितिथ  के  Ǿप मɅ  उपिèथत  थे  तथा  उÛहɉने 
कदÛनɉ के वतर्मान एवं भावी पिरǺæय पर åयाख्यान िदया ।  
 



1970 and 1980s were comparable to irrigated wheat and 
rice.  The introduction of the sorghum hybrids intensified 
growth of organized seed industry in both public and pri-
vate sectors. Besides sorghum, Dr. Rao also developed 
novel cropping systems in dryland crops like long staple 
desi cotton, pegionpea and castor.  
 

A condolence meeting was organized at the Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research on 27 July, 2016. Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director, IIMR, recollected his immense services, 
contributions towards the progress of Indian agriculture 
in general and sorghum research at IIMR, in particular.  
 

The sorghum and millet researchers and the seed indus-
try prays the almighty for his noble soul to rest in peace 
and offers deepest condolence to the bereaved family.  
The Indian Institute of Millets Research salutes him. 
 

IRC Meeting 
 

Institute Research Committee (IRC) of IIMR met under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR 
discussion and review of progress in research and also 
to finalize new projects of the institute from 11 July to 13 

July, 2016.The meeting started with the welcome by Dr. 
IK Das, member secretary IRC, informing details about 
the presentations and time schedule. Dr. HS Talwar, In-
Charge PME Cell, requested the scientists to give de-
tailed presentation for the projects that have been com-
pleted and justification for those projects that needed 
modification.  
 
The chairman briefed about the extensive exercise that 
has been done during the last three months on the re-
view process through brainstorming sessions for setting 
of future research priorities on millets including sorghum, 
pearl millets and small millets. Inputs from these ses-
sions were thoroughly discussed in the internal meeting 
in different commodity groups and accordingly the new 
projects were formulated and some of the old projects 
were modified to include the suggestions and emerging 
priorities. He requested the commodity group leaders to 
discuss with the experts for further refinement of the re-
search priorities, if required, and frame short, medium 
and long term strategies for technology development.  
 
On this occasion Director congratulated the scientists, 
who were promoted as principal scientists this year. He 
also appreciated the efforts of Dr. HS Talwar for organiz-
ing the PME cell activities and Dr. BV Bhat for organizing 
the brainstorming sessions on Small millets development 
held at Bangalore. 
Brainstorming session on ‘Biotechnological 
and molecular approaches in millets’ 

एक िदवसीय िहदंी कायर्शाला 
भारतीय  कदÛन  अनुसंधान  संèथान,  हैदराबाद  मɅ  02  जुलाई,  2016  को 
संèथान के वैज्ञािनक, तकनीकी व प्रशासिनक कुल 50 èटाफ सदèयɉ हेतु एक 
िदवसीय  िहदंी कायर्शाला का आयोजन  िकया गया  । कायर्शाला  के प्रारंभ मɅ 
डॉ.  के  बी आर  एस  िवशारदा,  प्रभारी  अिधकारी-िहदंी  कक्ष  ने  कायर्शाला  मɅ 
उपिèथत सहभािगयɉ का èवागत  िकया तथा  संèथान मɅ  राजभाषा  िहदंी की 
उपयोिगता पर प्रकाश डाला । Įी जयशंकर प्रसाद ितवारी, सहायक िनदेशक, 
कɅ द्रीय  िहदंी  प्रिशक्षण  उप  संèथान,  राजभाषा  िवभाग,  गहृ  मंत्रालय,  भारत 
सरकार  कायर्शाला  मɅ  िवषय-िवशेषज्ञ  के  Ǿप  मɅ  उपिèथत  थे  ।  उÛहɉने 
राजभाषा कायार्Ûवयन  : समèयाएं एवं समाधान िवषय पर åयाख्यान िदया । 
डॉ. िवलास ए टोणिप, िनदेशक, भारतीय कदÛन अनुसंधान संèथान ने अपने 
अÚयक्षीय  भाषण  मɅ  कहा  िक  इस  तरह  की  कायर्शालाओ ं का  आयोजन 
राजभाषा  कायार्Ûवयन  को  बल  प्रदान  करता  है  और  इसमɅ  नािमत  सभी 
अिधकािरयɉ को इसका पूरा लाभ उठाना चािहए । डॉ. महेश कुमार, तकनीकी 
अिधकारी के ɮवारा धÛयवाद ज्ञापन के पæचात कायर्शाला का समापन हुआ । 
इस पूरी कायर्शाला का समÛवय एवं  संचालन डॉ.  के बी आर एस  िवशारदा 
तथा डॉ. महेश कुमार के ɮवारा िकया गया ।  
 

वÍचेम प्रा.िल., नािसक के साथ समझौता ज्ञापन 

Ïवार  पफ  पर  भारतीय  कदÛन  अनुसंधान  संèथान  की  प्रौɮयोिगकी  के 
लाइसɅसीकरण  हेतु  25  जुलाई,  2016  को  भाकअनुसं  एवं  सवर्Įी  वÍचेम 
प्रा.िल., नािसक, महाराçट्र  के मÚय समझौता ज्ञापन  हुआ  ।  उक्त समझौते 
ज्ञापन पर भाकअनुसं की ओर से डॉ. िवलास ए टोणिप तथा सवर्Įी वÍचेम 
प्रा.िल. की ओर से Įी हािशम मचɏट ने हèताक्षर िकए ।  

डॉ. हिनचंल का दौरा 
डॉ. आर आर  हिनचंल,  अÚयक्ष,  पादप  िकèम  एवं  कृषक  अिधकार  संरक्षण 
प्रािधकरण,  तथा  डॉ.  आर  सी  अग्रवाल,  महापंजीयक,  पािककृअिधसंप्रा,  नई 
िदãली ने 29 जुलाई, 2016 को संèथान का दौरा िकया । उÛहɉने Ûयू एिरया 
मɅ Ïवार डस परीक्षणɉ का अनुवीक्षण िकया तथा पािककृअिधसंप्रा मɅ आवेिदत 
Ïवार जीनप्रǾपɉ के पंजीकरण की िèथित पर चचार् की । उक्त दौरे को डॉ. के 
हिरप्रसÛना तथा डॉ. एम एलंगोवन ने सुकर बनाया ।  
 

आधार समिथर्त बायोमैिट्रक उपिèथित प्रणाली का शभुारंभ 

पिरषद  की  संèतुित  के  अनुसार  भाकअनुसं  मɅ  12  जुलाई,  2016  को 
औपचािरक  Ǿप  से  डॉ.  िवलास  ए  टोणिप,  िनदेशक,  भाकअनुसं  के  ɮवारा 
आधार  समिथर्त  बायोमैिट्रक  उपिèथित  प्रणाली  का  शुभारंभ  िकया  गया  । 
संèथान मɅ इस आधार समिथर्त बायोमैिट्रक उपिèथित प्रणाली के प्रचालन एवं 
कायार्Ûवयन हेतु डॉ. ए कलैसेकर, प्रधान वैज्ञािनक नोडल अिधकारी हɇ ।  
 

पदोÛनितयां 
कैिरयर एडवांसमɅट èकीम  के ɮवारा  कृवैचमं की  िसफािरश पर  िनàनिलिखत 
विरçठ वैज्ञािनकɉ को प्रधान वैज्ञािनक के Ǿप मɅ पदोÛनत िकया गया है : 
डॉ. बी सुÞबारायुडु (कृिष कीटिवज्ञान), डॉ. आर आर चापके (कृिष िवèतार) 
डॉ. ए कलैसेकर (कृिष कीटिवज्ञान), डॉ. डी बालकृçणा (जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी) 
डॉ. पी राजेÛद्रकुमार (जैवप्रौɮयोिगकी) तथा डॉ. के हिरप्रसÛना (पादप प्रजनन) 
 

सेवािनवƣृ  

 Įी  डी  गोपालकृçणा,  मुख्य  तकनीकी  अिधकारी  अिधविषर्ता  पर  30  जुलाई 
2016 को संèथान की सेवाओ ंसे िनवƣृ हुए । कदÛन पिरवार उनके खुशहाल 
एवं èवèथ जीवन की कामना करता है !  
 

आगÛतुक  
उɮयमी 
Įी  प्रशांत  परमेæवरन,्  प्रबंध  िनदेशक,  कोɪटारम  एग्रो  फूɬस,  बɇगलोर  ने 
संèथान का दौरा िकया । उÛहɉने कोɪटारम तथा भाकअनुसं के ɮवारा कदÛनɉ 
के  èवाèØयवधर्क  खाɮय  से  संबंिधत  सहयोगी  अनुसंधान  पिरयोजनाओ ं के 
संबंध मɅ िवèतार से चचार् की ।   
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A brainstorming session was organized at ICAR-IIMR on 
‘Biotechnological and molecular approaches for crop im-
provement in millets’ on 28 July 2016. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, 
Director IIMR chaired the session and Dr. P. Ananda 

Kumar (Former Director, NRCPB) and Dr. V. Dinesh 
Kumar, Principal Scientist (Biotechnology), IIOR were the 
experts.  Dr. Vilas Tonapi outlined important issues and 
challenges in millets production and the importance of 
breaking the yield plateau through biotechnological and 
molecular approaches. Dr. R Madhusudhana flagged the 
issues, areas, traits and crops which need real attention 
and intervention. 
 

Dr. P Ananda Kumar highlighted the importance of bio-
technological and molecular marker tools in modern 
breeding activities. He advised to resolve the genome 
size of millet crops where it is not known and to under-
take basic cytogenetics studies. He emphasized on the 
strength of new tool of Genome editing and its use in 
crop improvement. Marker development, mutation induc-
tion, TILLNG and Eco-TILLING aspects, use of Cry2Aa 
and Cry11 genes against dipterans like shoot fly were 
also discussed. Dr. Dinesh Kumar suggested using GBS 
pipeline for genotyping, allele mining for important quality 
traits, induction of mutations for new variability, establish-
ing proof of concept of heterosis in millets for developing 
CMS system. All the scientists of IIMR actively partici-
pated in the discussions. Drs. R Madhusudhana and P 
Rajendrakumar coordinated the session. The areas for 
developing externally funded projects were identified. 
 

ICAR Foundation Day Celebrations 
 

IIMR celebrated the “ICAR Foundation Day” on 16 July, 
2016. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR during his wel-
come address informed the staff about the formation of 
Indian Council of Agriculture Research and the major 
milestones achieved during the long journey since its 
inception. He also reiterated the need to promote the 
ideas of the Council and rededicate ourselves for the 

cause of millets improvement and  promotion as health 
foods.  This year celebrations had a Chief Guest, Dr N 

Seetarama, Former Director of IIMR, Hyderabad. Dr. 
Seetarama delivered a lecture on “”Problems, prospects 
and solutions for all-round agricultural growth through 
judicious planning”. He also released the institutes’ An-
nual Report for the year 2015-16 to mark the occasion. 
 

One day Hindi Workshop  
 

One day Hindi Workshop was organized at IIMR, Hy-
derabad on 2 July, 2016. Fifty staff members including 
scientific, technical and administrative staff of IIMR par-
ticipated in the workshop. At the outset, in the welcome 
address Dr. KBRS Visharada, Principal Scientist and 

Officer In-charge, Hindi Cell, highlighted the importance 
of Official Language. Shri. Jaishankar Prasad Tiwari, As-
sistant Director, Central Hindi Training Sub-Institute, 
DOL, Govt. of India was the subject expert and delivered 
a lecture on “Official Language Implementation: Prob-
lems and Solutions”. In his presidential remark Dr. Vilas 
A Tonapi, Director, IIMR stated that workshops of this 
kind are must to achieve the target of Official Language 
Implementation fixed by the Government of India. The 
workshop concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar, Technical Officer. Drs. KBRS Visharada and 
Mahesh Kumar coordinated this workshop. 
 

Memorandum of Agreements 
 

M/s Ventura Tech India Pvt. Ltd, Hyderabad 
 

Memorandum of agreement between ICAR-IIMR and M/s 
Ventura Tech India Pvt. Ltd, Hyderabad was signed on 
02 July, 2016, to design, develop and manufacture of 
post-harvest machinery, processing equipment, micro-
breweries, harvesters, supply of various sorghum and 
other millets based food products. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, 
Director – IIMR on behalf of IIMR and Sh. Thomas Niko-

dimius on behalf of M/s Ventura Tech India Pvt. Ltd, Hy-
derabad, signed and exchanged the agreement.  
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M/s Vacchem Pvt. Ltd, Nasik. 
 

Memorandum of agreement between ICAR-IIMR and M/
s Vacchem Pvt. Ltd, Nasik, Maharashtra was signed to 
license the IIMR technology on Sorghum Puffs on 25 
July, 2016. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director – IIMR on behalf 
of IIMR and Sh. Hashim Marchent on behalf of M/s Vac-
chem Pvt. Ltd, signed and exchanged the agreement.  
 

Both the agreements were facilitated by Dr B Dayakar 
Rao, Principal Investigator – CoE-Sorghum and millets in 
presence of Dr. C Aruna, Principal Scientist. 
 
Visit of Dr. Hanchinal 
 

Dr. RR Hanchinal, Chairperson, Protection of Plant Va-
rieties and Farmers' Rights Authority (PPV&FRA), and Dr 
RC Agrawal, Registrar General, PPV&FRA, New Delhi 
visited IIMR on 29 July 2016. They monitored the sor-
ghum DUS testing fields in the New Area and discussed 

the status of registration of sorghum genotypes applied 
for registration with PPV&FRA. Dr. Hanchinal appreci-
ated IIMR for their excellent conduct of DUS test and 
training and awareness programmes on DUS testing and 
plant variety protection under capacity building pro-
gramme. 
 
The team also discussed various issues on coding the 
genotypes received for DUS testing, non-availability of 
breeders seed for notified genotypes, delay in submis-
sion of application for protection by the State Agricultural 
Universities etc. Drs. K Hariprasanna and M Elangovan, 
Principal Scientists facilitated the meeting.   
 

Aadhaar enabled biometric attendance 
 

As per the recommendations received from the ICAR 

and addressed by Department of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, Ministry of Communication to intro-
duce Aadhaar Enabled Biometric Attendance System 
(AEBAS) in the institutes, the Indian Institute of Millets 

Research introduced the Aadhaar enabled biometric 
attendance system” (AEBAS) on 12 July, 2016 by re-
placing the existing finger print based biometric atten-
dance which IIMR is using since 2008. Dr. Vilas A 
Tonapi, Director IIMR formally inaugurated new AEBAS 
system at IIMR. There are 4 instruments installed in vari-
ous places in the institute for the employees’ conven-
ience.  
 
This system would enable an employee with an Aadhaar 
Number, to register their attendance in the office through 
Biometric authentication. A web based application soft-
ware would record attendance of employees online once 
biometric authentication is used by the employees. At 
IIMR-Hyderabad all employees were registered with the 
new system. A. Kalaisekar, Principal Scientist is the 
nodal officer pertaining to the AEBAS operations and 
implementation at IIMR-Hyderabad and Mr. SK Singh, 
Administrative Officer and Mr. OV Ramana are the nodal 
report viewing officers. 
 

Promotions 
Based on the recommendations of the ASRB the follow-
ing Senior Scientists were promoted to the post of Prin-
cipal Scientist through the career advancement scheme:  
L-R Drs. B. Subbarayudu (Agril. Entomology), RR 

Chapke (Agril. Extension), A Kalaisekar (Agril. Entomol-
ogy), D Balakrishna (Biotechnology), P Rajendrakumar 
(Biotechnology) and K Hariprasanna (Plant Breeding). 
Congratulations to all!! 
 

On the recommendations of departmental promotion 
committee Sh. HS Gawali, STO is promoted to the post 
of Assistant Chief Technical Officer (ACTO) and Dr. KV 

Raghavendra Rao, ACTO is promoted 
to the post of Chief Technical Officer 
(CTO). Congratulations !! 
Ph. D. awarded 
 

Dr. Praveen Madugula was awarded 
with doctoral degree from JNTU Hyderabad for 

his thesis on “Molecular characterization of sterility cyto-

  Millets Newsletter No. 153; July, 2016                                         Page 4 of 6 



plasms and tagging of fertility restorer genes (Rf) in Sor-
ghum (Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench)”. He worked under 

the guidance of Dr. R. Madhusudhana, Prin-
cipal Scientist at IIMR. Dr. Praveen’s work 
resulted in the identification of a new fertility 
restoration locus Rf6 that restores fertility on 
both A1 and A2 cytoplasms. He also fine-
mapped the Rf2 locus of sorghum, and de-
veloped a gene based marker for use in 
marker-assisted restorer development. He 

identified a chloroplast genome based SSR marker, 
SBCPDSR24, which can discriminates “A” and “B” lines, 
and is highly useful in seed purity testing. 
 
Recently, he was awarded with DST-SERB National Post-
Doctoral Fellowship and he will be handling a project on 
Heterosis in Rice at ICAR-Indian Institute of Rice Re-
search, Hyderabad. IIMR congratulates him and conveys 
its best wishes. 
 

Superannuation  
 

Sh. D Gopalakrishna, CTO superannuated from Council’s 
service on 31 July, 2016. In this regard, a farewell was 
organized by the Institute’s Recreation Club on 30 July 
2016. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, felicitated him with a shawl and 
a memento on behalf of all the staff of IIMR. Staff recol-
lected his services to this organization and wished him a 
very happy and healthy retired life.  

 
Visitors 
 

Farmers from Tamil Nadu 
 

A group of 22 farmers from Tiruchirappalli district, Tamil 
Nadu visited IIMR on 21 July, 2016 to get detailed know-
how about the sorghum crop and its usefulness. Dr. RR 
Chapke explained the team about the latest production 
technologies developed at the institute and the demon-
stration plot. The team also visited the centre of excel-
lence on value addition to sorghum and millets. Smt. Vis-
hala AD explained them about the food processing and 
production technologies. 
Entrepreneurs  
 

Sh. Prashant Parameshwaran, Managing Director, M/s. 
Kottaram Agro Foods, Bangalore visited IIMR on 29 July, 
2016. He had a detailed dialogue with the Director, IIMR 
Dr. Vilas Tonapi on possible collaborative research pro-

jects between M/s Kottaram Agro Foods and IIMR, per-
taining to Millet Health benefits and strategies for ag-
gressive promotion of Milles. Dr. Venkatesh Bhat also 
participated in the discussions. 

 

Trainees 
 

Fifty-five trainees from MANAGE, Hyderabad visited 
IIMR on 27 July, 2016. Dr Sangappa enlightened the 
team on the institute’s research activities and millets 
scenario. The group also visited Centre of Excellence 
and other labs. Smt. Vishala AD briefed the activities of 
food lab preparation of various sorghum health foods 
and their nutritive values.  
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Forthcoming Training Programme 

Advances in eco-friendly pest  
management strategies in 

 Millets 
 

August 22-31, 2016 
 

Venue: IIMR, Hyderabad 

Short course on 
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Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9 
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.) 
Tel: 0217-2373456 
Telefax: 0217-2373456 
 

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in 

 

 
Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal 
Officer-In-Charge 
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,  
(PJTSAU) 
Mulugu Road,  
Warangal. 

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030  
Tel: 040-24599300 
Fax: 040-24599304 
Email: dsrhyd-ap@nic.in 
Website: www.millets.res.in 

कदÛन समाचार 
IIMR Millets Newsletter 

Compilation & Editing  

Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat  

Photos, Design & Lay-out  

HS Gawali & K Sanath Kumar  

Hindi Translation  

 Dr. Mahesh kumar 

Publisher & Chief Editor 
 

Director,  

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research 

Thought for the month 

Death comes to all, but great achievements build a monument which shall endure until the sun grows cold.  
            
          Ralph Waldo Emerson  

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)  

S. 
No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 D Balakrishna 4th Training workshop for institutional 
biosafety officers on confined field trials 
of regulated genetically engineered 

T NASC complex, 
New Delhi 

5 July, 
2016 

2 AV Umakanth Pre-PMC Meeting of US-India JCERDC 
project on "Development of Sustainable 
Advanced Lignocellulosic Biofuel Sys-
tems"  

M IICT, Hyderabad 8 July, 
2016 

3 Vilas A Tonapi Meeting on immediate research priorities 
in millets 

M AICSMIP, Bangalore 8 July, 
2016 

4 Vilas A Tonapi Interactive meeting of ICAR –Directors 
with Hon’ble Union Minister of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare. 

M NAARM, Hyderabad 15 July, 
2016 
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