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‘KADANN SOURABH’ awarded First Prize by
ICAR

Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi

awarded First Prize under Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Hindi
Patrika Puraskar (2015-16) to KADANN SAURABH Vol 6,
an in-house annual Hindi magazine of ICAR-Indian Insti-

tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. This award & certifi-
cate was received from Shri Radha Mohan Singh, Hon.
Agriculture and farmer welfare Minister, Govt. Of India
and Shri Sudarshan Bhagat, Hon. Union Minister of State
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare respectively by Dr. Vilas
A Tonapi, Director and Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Technical Offi-
cer (OL), IIMR, Hyderabad on the occasion of 89" Foun-
dation Day of ICAR on 16th July, 2017. On this occasion
Dr. Trilochan Mahapatra, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR, Dr.
A K Singh, DDG (Agri Extension) ICAR, Shri Chhabilendra

July, 2017

AR dRRT
Feeel QST I HIFIIT A A F TIH [TEHR
HIRIAT - HRAT Feee IHTHUA FEATA, §eISTG & EaRT
YHIRT “Feeed TRH” AHS dI¥e IR¥PT F 3iF - 6 &'
AR Y e aRwe, @8 oo & gamr ol a7
fagareff fgdt afaer qwaR (2015-16) % 3ada ‘o & &
HIFIHIT HEAAT & SaRT Gehifre afehr & Aot & vua
QPR A GEATAd fhaT 91 8 | R H 3gaen
aRwe, A5 faeen # IS 899 HIFIT T feaw
TARIE & G W 3Fd RWERR & &7 H A1 e Ager e
SN, AT HET HY vd FRAGT HoAor HA, HRA THR
& F-HAGT T 3. faaw v AQuily, g o fes va s
e $eTd Sfl, AT HAT HN vd A wodmor Is7
HAN, R AR & H-HAcl d SI. HGA FAR, TAehoiiehl
ISR (ASTHTT) & YHOT-9T FgOT fHAT | 3H AW W
SW) d HEllweerh, 3T, 3. U & g, 3usgiacus
@FN fAER), #h3Ey; AN Sidces U3, Afaled afg,
S U4 iHIE, HH3d aUr A vH & g, HfaRed afua
Ud ol @ellehR, #F3ET A9 W 3URYT ¥ | g6&
Jomar 9w & 3T AUTHREY aRss  fREerer  gur
HIHIT HEAE & T, N feafaegredt & Foufd,
Fuh 3MMe off TARIE A 3URYT ¥ | IR & Ahl ThIRIA
g URYE & SaRT HEUE & fAcus vd i & ddresh-
A H WIET HT 35 | 39d I o & aut F TRaX
AT Hr ST W § TUT 3T TUCH-AST H I AU
FAR, A Folll AR 4T 31 o v Soify enfarer € |
I & F F7N F1 g
A & v GAlT TAR, AT FY FH, T 7 11 TS,
2017 &I G¥IT &1 g1 R | 3. faeme T eorfY, facers,
HI3TH o 3og TEAH H Felfold IgaeneT fafaferat qur
SAR @ Hicedl & THR UG Heg-ade detl arfafafedi & ar
# Sl Yeld @ | S & gheR Jd, HET Hrddrels
ISR (AE3M) - e (TS Svana.) e 3 59
ek & gdA-ag fRar |
YaifoeH vd wefde A Harerd & garT IS Jar Hewn
T fo. vd AgRSg aifilsd, 3eaT @ H Hsel & FgaleT
¥ RIg oFufd HREEER, sTelars), dur qor # 7 dur 8
Sels, 2017 &I Sfa-3ifl 3cHa &I 37aiel= fhar arar | ST,
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faoma T AUy, fACerh, HIHHAT-RAT Heee e
TEAT & 3¢HC 9 H FTT FIEANT GRGH TS GISaerrer
257 FrIFger B Feie W AEAW qdl $qAI 3caiea 7
A TAR & o T T T AT 3G & AT TR
Jelell A §U faEgd SO geqd fRar | g9 daEm W
STl 3cUTee B Ioewt & T W A FAR & IGANT &
gl §U e & FACTA  HEAT & GaRT Teh FTel S
I | B U A AR, IO dAfAS o off 30 TERIE
aeT for aur & aiss eer 3redansit fr Ferar @ 39d
T T GH=GT UG HaTelel T |

A ME AU ARG F AT MU AT A FER
g

HIPIHAT - HRAT Feeal ITHU FEY, geIee & arT
adeh UGUT AMd INuATS, fAwRmEe # 20 Fers, 2017 &
Feh Gad &1 A fhar a2 | 56 wdhH HOaNgHTST
YT A & Al § 200 FYH o W & A forr
|

ﬁ'z{lwmm

I IETAT & SaRT HHTH & 01 Fer$ 2017 H Th
fo:gieen Rafehcar RIfex @1 smasE far @ | g@ RIfaw &
Jiadta fafdea g & Rafhcada et fee v | geu=
& e FAARIT & 57 NI F7 @we7 38M=T |

W AT TG FRERAT FREFH

FEAT ool UCHISEH, Bediele o HIINIH H 7 e,
2017 & IS I T STPEHAT HIAHHA HT AT fohar
| 3o & A e RAest & gefaa 3w d@a duee
§ faafia o |

TRt

fFemi geleafa afafa & degfa w st ot gerer, deneiiehT
JfERT & aRss ddeidr IRERT & ® # deledd fRar
AT | FGeoT GRAR 378 Gfaw arers aar &1

g

Sl TU UINIOHA, IEgel UG YeY fAgeh, UAIRESHEN, &9
ool wa st dva. drvgug Mure, FeReh, TREY Tdied
¢fSar (o) o, Fewd, @@, P & 29 Fems, 2017 &
HEAIT 7 aRT AT | ST, faem| U o, fAeRre, seh3ted
A 3% "EOe A darfod afafafedt, sepwue safsus,
AAleHY TUT 3ITACT [AFE & R F AFSRT Jar $H | 3.
f SITHT UG of 3&d R FT AT fohaT |

A ww & 8, fadg gemgsr Ud JfaRed afdd, sehsey,
a5 feeel o 3. Wuw Afaw W@, @, THAIT,
gedieTe & WY 28 TS, 2017 H FEU H RT fHAT |
FEATT & H¢ed 31 Jema T vl & 3¢ arATeie st &
dafas wa digfue aRomAl # gefr & Arewd @ e
N & e oy FEuE # FEiad  EEuTe
afafaft & TR F JT=eRY verT 6 |

3. I WEHT, WhEY Td Hewar, AT Thod 3B
footee, dedmeTg & 26 Fems, 2017 & WA F R fohar
| T & A o 3¢ dEUd A FOod  adAe

el AR & SR H SR Ye AT qur
3cafAar e & aR 7 far-fawst R |

diferd, UaET & 25 S[aTS, 2017 & TEU H Ry A |
3. faara v Aoify, fAdes & 3% @Gl gt
aretoT JSifae & e At F TS Selall g AT
tq digfas oAt F gefr & fov weuw &7 Farfoad 7§
Igall, IR T 0RF dohellehl F TR F SR Tl |
Nt fae FaAR dil3, ewe g yeu AR, TUSEE de
o, &8 e 3 3a8 qurar & st 3cdred W T 8
3. guE, wey g, T, e, At e o R,
fAgees, S s gaT-UNE, SEeERT & @y 7 s,
2017 & HEAT & T famar |

ELOL)

At Waearg MRS, Jeg FRUES FUHA, GaafieT vofei
Fleafecar, ffsetae o 21 Jams, 2017 & HEAT & AR
fhar aur 3egled AT FEHT kT g SREHYAA
MR SRR BFcH W Ah3egd & @Y e &9 4
FEAT H FHGA | TS & Ao 3. [Femw v dofy
Td e A ¥ faOR-faRd e waredads @y
Terdf & SR H FHAFRT GeTeT H

yframeft

TATHTANTE, JEEE : Th 3 UCHeIIRIT ST TS
TFHEA, AUl $Eeege BR ABH, A Us AfSTH
TCuTSdd, JHHIST, YeXTE ¥ 16 HH Aol & Uh TG
A 11 S, 2017 F GEA H RT fRAr | stoF A&
qEdey I, AAIR. qAT g RO, IeEuE dgrae
& 37d e &1 gHeaT R |

TATHAUAINES, oeolsl : Jo@lsr el & 20 T Afger
Segar giREnfiat & "@gg A 11 S, 2017 # HEA H
aRT R | 3ol A & fAges ST faemw T o &
flc #1 | Sl AU A 3¢ HEUW A FElfed egEumE
afafafel va Aeu-aftia g Faeegad® 3cael & AT &
IR H AFARNT T A |

HAder FemErg @ Ao, gediEe @ 30 yREnfiAt & @y A
FGooT BHA! TG 3e7ch 3UANT & IR H STHNT TIod At &
3589 ¥ 18 oS, 2017 & HE&AA & T far | st
IOl o 3¢ AU H H GRAd Jdddd  3careed
dlefAfeat & TR 7 TR darT H |

FHSANT AT

HIHIT-HIHIHTH H oS, 2017 & SR FEAT &1 3R &
3. foaw v oy, s a feafaf@a sasidmm
AGAT T gEAER fhT | 39Fd A=A @S o gAER TE,
JUTA 3HedWeh, SAR 3cohy hg o G SAT |

AT AARREE dareliy &1 3R @ gAr Al el A 14
Fells, 2017 & 4 Weg He@fafral 8 ™R A9 W
gEER fohu |

TaAr wquit digw, 3Meen @ AR u A W A g
fasupatier Afedt A 20 TS, 2017 H Wwwwa 24 TATH &
ST 3cUlea g IR AU T EEARR U |
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Roul, Additional Secretary (DARE) & Secretary (ICAR),
Shri. Sunil Kumar Singh, Additional Secretary & Financial
Advisor (DARE/ICAR) were present on the dais. Besides
this VCs of Agriculture Universities, Directors of ICAR
Institutes & other dignitary were also present during the
function.

Kerala Agriculture Minister Visits IIMR

Sh. V.S. Sunilkumar, Hon’ble. Minister for Agriculture,
Kerala visited IIMR on 11 July, 2017. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director, IIMR explained to the Minister on the insti-

tute’s ongoing research activities and on the issues re-
lated to promotion of sorghum and millets, and their
value added uses and sweet sorghum as a bio fuel crop.
The minister sought IIMR’s help in mainstreaming mil-

f‘.
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lets in tribal areas of Kerala. The project will be jointly
developed. He also visited Centre of Excellence and
other facilities. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO of NIELAN mis-
sion coordinated his visit at IIMR.

“Bioenergy—Urja Utsav” Pune.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas in associa-
tion with National Yuva Cooperative Society Ltd. and
Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture organised a mega event ‘Bio Energy Urja Ut-
sav’ on 7 and 8 July 2017 at Shiv Chhatrapati Kri-
danagan, Balewadi, and Pune. The event was aimed at
bringing into focus the various initiatives commenced by
Gol in the Bioenergy Sector for developing an inclusive
National policy frame work and sustainable mainstream-
ing of such technologies and creating awareness
amongst the masses including Students, Farmers, and
Technocrats about the Bioenergy and its societal, eco-
nomic and environmental benefits. In the inaugural ses-

sion, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR made a
presentation on “High biomass sorghums as potential
2G biofuel feedstock” and explained the benefits of sor-
ghum in producing ethanol and economics in compari-
son with ethanol from sugarcane.

During this occasion, IIMR-Hyderabad also set-up an
exhibition stall and displayed the posters and relevant
information regarding the ethanol production at a large
scale using sweet sorghum in place of sugarcane. Shri.
Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of State for Petroleum
and Natural Gas, visited IIMR stall and was explained
progress so far in Sorghum for biofuel production. The
event had a participation of over 2400 delegates from
Industries, 4200 students of different universities, insti-
tutes, more than 2500 farmers and other participants
from different sections of society. Dr. AV Umakanth,
Principal Scientist, IIMR also participated in this event
and organized the IIMR stall with the support of Dr. Sai
Krishna Nikhil and Mr. K Yadagiri, SRFs.

Meeting with BAIF team
The meeting between ICAR-IIMR and Bharatiya Agro
Industries Foundation (BAIF)- Institute of Rural Develop-
ment, Pune was held at Committee room — I[IMR-
Hyderabad on 26 July 2017 at 11.00 AM. The meeting
was chaired by Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR. Sh. B
Shivarudrappa, Sh. PS Takawale, Dr. VK Kauthale, Sh.

- el e,
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Sanjay Patil and Sh. Vinod Gudguntire presented the
BAIF. Drs M Elangovan, B Venkatesh Bhat, R Madhusud-
hana, P Rajendra kumar and Avinash Singode from [IMR
participated in the deliberations. The discussions were
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held on germplasm exchange, farmer’s participatory se-
lection of millets varieties, training on value addition in
millets, research on millets fodder in animal husbandry
and market linkage. BAIF scientists also visited various
labs. They were exposed to basic and applied research
undertaken in millet improvement. They appreciated
institute’s gene bank that has pioneered in millets genet-
ics resources management. The meeting was facilitated
by Drs. M Elangovan and Avinash Singode.

Farmers’ day at Godhamguda under Mera
Gaon Mera Gaurav

A farmer’s day was organized by Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research at its adopted village Godhamguda of Vi-
karabad District in Telangana State on 20 July, 2017. Two
hundred farmers from Godhamguda and surrounding
villages actively participated in Farmers day. Scientists
from Indian Institute of Millets Research visited the fields
of foxtail millet, little millet and barnyard millet. These
crops were sown by the farmers with the seeds supplied
by the IIMR, which were distributed by Dr. S Ravi Kumar
during Farmers pre-kharif Interactive meeting. Dr. Ch.
Shashidhar Reddy and Dr. B. Subbarayudu explained on
the package of practices of millets including improved
methods to obtain the high grain and fodder yields and
integrated pest management. They also collected the
data on the constraints confronted by the farmers during
the crop season. IIMR also organized a millet based food
products kiosk and showcased various products such as
sorghum biscuits, multigrain atta, flakes, kichidi rawa,
flour, rawa, pasta, vermicelli etc. The farmers also shown
interest to establish the community based food process-
ing machine and to take up large scale millets cultivation.
This programme was organized under the “Mera Gaon
Mera Gaurav” programme in association with PJTS Agri-
cultural University, ICRISAT, Grameen Mall Foundation,
Rotary club and the Indavegroup of NGOs. Scientists,
members of the NGOs also participated in field visits.
This event was covered by the local print media.

Free Medical camp
Free Medical camp was conducted by Omega Hospitals
at IIMR for the benefit of the IIMR staff on 1 July 2017.
One Cardiologist and one physician and three assistants
organized the health camp. The hospital staff conducted

various tests like ECG, 2D Echo, Random blood-sugar
test and preliminary cancer screening tests etc. Most of
the IIMR employees participated in the camp and util-
ized the services.

LPG safety Awareness Program

M/s Anlee's Enterprises, Hyderabad conducted LPG
safety Awareness Program at IIMR on 7 July at 10:00
AM. This programme aimed at not only enhancing the
consumer’s knowledge on the benefits of using a clean
and efficient fuel such as LPG, but also educating them
about the safe and convenient methods that need to be
considered while handling a potent fuel like LPG. The
organizers also circulated safety leaflets educating con-
sumers on safe handling of LPG cylinders.

Promotion

On the recommendations of the Depart-
mental Promotion Committee, Sh. P
Prakash, Technical Officer has been pro-
moted as Senior Technical Officer. IIMR
family Congratulates Sh. Prakash on his |
promotion to the next higher grade.

Visitors
Distinguished visitors

Dr. H Purushotham, Chairman and Managing Director,
NRDC, New Delhi and Sh. Ch.VSS Gopal, Director, ARC
Global trading (P) Ltd. Metaheko, Accra, Ghana, Africa
visited IIMR on 29 July, 2017. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Direc-
tor, IIMR explained them about the institute’s current
activities including the research achievements, innova-
tions, and entrepreneur developmental plans at IIMR.

They also visited “Centre of Excellence” on sorghum
value addition and food Technology Park. They were
very much impressed about the developmental activi-
ties at IIMR both in scientific, commercialization and
popularization fronts. At IIMR, Dr. B Dayakar Rao facili-
tated the programme.

Sh. SK Singh, Financial Advisor, and Additional Secre-
tary, ICAR, New Delhi visited IIMR on 28 July, 2017
along with Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, NAARM, Hydera-
bad. Vilas A Tonapi explained the visitors about re-
search activities at the institute to increase the scientific

Millets Newsletter No. 165; July, 2017

Page 4 of 8




and intellectual output to enhance social relevance and
higher economic benefit to rural livelihood on sustain-
able basis. They had a brief meeting with a group of sci-
entists and administrative staff at IIMR on issues relating
to finance and revenue generation.

Dr. Ajit Rangnekar, Director General, Research and Inno-
vation Circle of Hyderabad Indian School of Business
(ISB) Hyderabad visited IIMR on 26 July, 2017. Director,

IIMR described the institute’s current activities, aspira-
tions and thrust areas with respect to all research mat-
ters. He was also served the millet foods being popular-
ized by the institute and discussed the initiatives on en-
trepreneurship development activities including platform
to creating network of institutions, Government depart-
ments and entrepreneurs to generate markets for millet
novel products.

Janaiah Kota,Asst. Professor, Department of Medical and
Molecular Genetics, Indiana University, Indianapolis,
USA visited IIMR on 25 July, 2017. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Di-
rector, IIMR explained him about the new initiatives,
monitoring and motivational techniques being practiced

at IIMR to increase the scientific and intellectual output
of this institute and to enhance the social relevance,
higher economic benefit to rural livelihood on sustain-
able basis. They also had a dialog on promotion of mil-
lets for health benefits and their validation through
clinical trials.

Mr. Vinod Kumar Gaur, CMD, National Seed Corpora-
tion, New Delhi accompanied by Dr. Sudhakar, MD,
NSC, Secunderabad, Mr SP Singh, Director, Central

Seed Farm- NSC, Javalgera visited IIMR on 7 July, 2017
for discussion on Quality seed production of Millets in
collaboration with IIMR. They expressed their willing-
ness to enter into a long-term contract for millets seed
production.

Entrepreneurs
Sh. Sobhanbabu PRK, Chief Executive Officer,
DevGreen Energy Consulting

Secunderabad visited IIMR on 21 July, 2017. He met the
Director and other scientists Dr. Venkatesh Bhat and

AV Umakanth discussed the possibilities of working
with IIMR in the field of biomethanation based biogas
systems for the benefit of rural farmers. The issues of
fresh agriculture waste from millet crops after harvest-
ing as good source for biogas generation for thermal
and power generation applications by using bio-

methanation  technology was discussed. The
slurry which is a by-product of biomethanation is an
excellent bio-manure which can be used in the fields as
fertilizer.
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Mahendra S. Chhoriya, President, Little Millet Proces-

sor’s Association and Director, Yash Food Processors (P)
Ltd, Nashik visited [IMR on 13 July, 2017. Dr. Vilas A

[

Tonapi, Director, IIMR apprised him on the nutritional
benefits of nutri-cereals. Dr. B Dayakar Rao briefed him
about the activities undertaken at Centre of Excellence
on sorghum at IIMR to promote millets as heath foods.
The discussions were on grain standards for millets, ex-
tent of accepted bran removal to retain wholesome nu-
trition of millets. IIMR’s work on efficient millet process-
ing machine was also discussed. Mr. Chhoriya also visited
the food processing and technology park.

Trainees

MSMI, Hyderabad: A Group of 16 faculty members from
School of Entrepreneurship development and Extension
(SEE), National Institute for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (ni-msme), Yousufguda, Hyderabad visited
IIMR on 11 July, 2017 as a part of their visit to various
research institutes. They were briefed about the nutri-
tional advantages of millets and their processing and
preparation of multiple value added products. The team
also visited the Centre of Excellence and witnessed the
product preparations. This visit was coordinated by Dr.
KV Raghavendra Rao, CTO and Ms. Kiranmayee, RA, at
CoE.

MSMI, Nalgonda; Team comprising 20 trainee rural
woman entrepreneurs from Nalgonda district visited

IIMR onl11 July, 2017. They met the Director, IIMR Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi. He briefed about the research and transla-
tional activities at the institute and preparation of value-

added products and health foods from sorghum and
their marketing benefits. They also visited various labo-
ratories. Relevant literature was also provided on latest
improved technologies and different sorghum food
products.

Trainees from MANAGE, Hyderabad:A group of 35 sen-
ior and middle level extension functionaries from MAN-
AGE, Hyderabad visited the IIMR on 18 July, 2017 to
get detailed know-how about the millet crops and their
usefulness. Dr. Sangappa briefed the team about the
latest production technologies developed at the insti-
tute and Millets Value Chain for Food and Nutritional
Security. The team also visited the Centre of Excellence
of value addition and Ms. Nikita demonstrated the pri-
mary and secondary processing technologies and pro-
duction of the value -added products of millets.

Farmers

A group of 25 farmers along with two officials from Bel-
gavi district of Karnataka visited IIMR on 04 July,
2017as a part of their inter-state education tour under
ATMA project. Dr. Sangappa, briefed the team about
millets cultivation practices and incentivesfor millets
cultivation provided by Government of Karnataka. They
also visited the centre of excellence on food process-
ing. Most of the farmers interested to set up units for
preparation and marketing of value added products of
millets at Northern Karnataka. CoE staff Mrs. Sudha
explained about Health benefits of Millets. Dr. San-
gappa, coordinated this activity.

Memorandum of Agreements

The following Memorandum of Agreements/
Understandings were signed at ICAR-IIMR during the
Month of July, 2017. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director — IIMR
on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. These agree-
ments were facilitated by Dr B Dayakar Rao, Principal
Investigator — CoE-Sorghum in presence of Dr. C Aruna,
Principal Scientist, IMR, Dr. C Sangappa, and Dr. Avi-
nash Singode, Scientists, IIMR.

MoU with M/s Milletify, Bangalore represented by

Madbhuri Itagi for Four food technologies
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MoU with M/S VisishtaTej Industries (p) Ltd. Hyderabad
represented by Ms. Akkati Karuna for Millet Cookies,
Sorghum Flakes, Sorghum Muesli and Sorghum PUFFS

MoU with M/s. Sampoorna Seeds, Adoni. Repre-
sented by Ramesh Ylige & Vishnuvardhan Yelige for
Seed production of CSH 24 MF

at) erof India's Green Revolution MS Swaminathan

The father of India's green revolution, M.S. Swaminathan, is involved
inthe conservation and cultivation of millet. He why millet isimportant.
Excerpts:

Q. Why did millet vanish from our fields?

Swaminathan: In the past, in agriculture, a wide range of food crops
were grown. Gradually, with market-oriented agriculture, the food
basket shrunk, not only in India, but all over the world. As wheat, rice,
corn, soyabean, potato became important, the old cereals, what we
call, the coarse cereals - and minor millet is part of these - started
losing their importance in commerce. Another reason local people
gave up millet was because these required a lot of drudgery (hand
pounding, threshing, etc.) on the part of women to process. It was
veryinconvenient.

Q. What's leading the resurgence now?

Swaminathan: Globally, a major reason is climate change. These
crops are less prone to damage by drought. For instance, California
faced a drought recently and agriculturists there came to the
conclusion that they must revive old crops like millet. We need to
revive dying wisdom. Climate-smart cereals such as millet have to
be grown. The second reason is the zero hunger challenge set by UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. One important component of the
zero hunger challenge is to revive crops which can address all three
forms of malnutrition - under-nutrition; protein hunger and hidden
hunger, i.e., micronutrient deficiency. Fortunately, millet is rich in
proteins and micronutrients like iron and vitamins. Therefore, from

,2013, Ifyou seetheAct oneofthe itemsainngwtﬂ'nwheat

is millet. Millet is priced at Re 1 per kg, rice at Rs 2 kg and wheat

at Rs 3 per kg. For the first time, millet has been included in the food

security system. That means public procurement. It will create demand.

There will be a market. For farmers, monsoon and the market are

important. Thus, the seeds have been sown for a millet revolution.

Today, people are also much more nutrition-conscious as result of

which the consumption base is getting widened. Millet used to be

called poor man's food. Now the middle class is realising the nutritive
value of thisgrain and seekingit.

Q. So, are we seeing the crop area getting widened?

Swaminathan: When there is more problem of drought, thenthe area
under production of millet goes up. But ultimately, our farmers, who
aresmall holders, will only go by the market. In Vidarbha, for instance,
during drought, soyabean and BT cotton were sown.

Q. Butis the income from millet improving for farmers?
Swaminathan: Hereafter, it will get better as the breakfast market
for millet is picking up. Also, the Agricultural Prices Commission has
announced a minimum support price for millet.

Q. How did you personally getinvolved in the millet revival?
Swaminathan: The institute (MS Swaminathan Research Foundation)
started work on millet germplasm in 1992. Our aim initially was
biodiversity conservation. We started a project in Kolli hills in Tamil
Nadu towards that end. But now our millet project addresses the four
Cs of agriculture - conservation, cultivation, consumption, and
commerce, In terms of conservation, we have succeeded in curbing
genetic erosion. In terms of cultivation, the project effort was to
generate maximum income for the farmers. So, we worked on
selection of better varieties, on higher yield, and by developing
methods of mixed crops - millet plus a legume - red gram... On the
consumption side, if you visit the area during festivals, you will see
women preparing murukku and all kinds of snacks with millet.
Source: Business Today

Courtesy: Gubba newsletter
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. | Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 B Venkatesh Bhat Interaction meeting with new IAS Offi- M PJTSAU, 4 July, 2017
cers of Telangana State Hyderabad
2 B Dayakar Rao Consultation meeting on “Export devel- M New Delhi, 11 July 2017.
opment strategy with APAEDA”
3 Vilas A Tonapi & ICAR Foundation Day and Director’s M NASC, 16 July, 2017
Mahesh Kumar conference. New Delhi
4 Vilas A Tonapi Launch programme of Biodiversity pro- M New Delhi 18 July, 2017
jects
5 B Venkatesh Bhat Technical workshop on Seed Sector de- M TSSDC, HACA 19 July, 2017
and Sooganna velopment in Telangana Bhavan,
Hyderabad
6 Amasidda Bellundagi, | Training program on 'Phenomics: Per- T NIASM, 20-29 July,
Deepika Cheruku and | spectives for application in improve- Baramati 2017
Swarna Ronanki ment of abiotic stress tolerance in crop
plants'.
7 Vilas A Tonapi Workshop for Nutritionists, Dieticians, W Bengaluru 25 July, 2017
and Chefs on health benefits of Millets
8 B Venkatesh Bhat, Annual Group Meeting of ICAR Seed W MPKV, Rahuri 29-30 July,
Sooganna and project. 2017
Raghunath Kulakarni
Thought for the month
“He who has achieved success has worked well, laughed often and loved much."
-- Elbert Hubbard
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