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Visit of Hon’ble Agriculture Minister, Government of Karnataka

Shri NH Shiv Shankara Reddy, Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, Govern-
ment of Karnataka visited the ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research,
Hyderabad on 24 July 2018. Dr. SS Rao, Director in-charge, IIMR
appraised him about the ongoing R and D activities at IIMR including
health benefits of consuming millets as nutri-cereals to overcome life-
style diseases. The minister emphasized about the need for more work
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on promotion of millets based value-added products in urban and peri-
urban areas with better marketing linkages through formation of FPOs,
SHGs, and other agencies. He also suggested the deployment of process-
ing machinery right in the villages where millets produced are processed
through farm gate processing programme to ensure better returns to
farmers. Sh. Reddy was shown all processing facilities including CoE and
Nutri Hub at IIMR by Dr B Dayakar Rao. About 25 scientists participated
in the event and discussions.
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Meeting on Enhancing Quality Seed Production in
Millets

A Meeting on Enhancing Quality Seed Production in Mil-
lets was organized at ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets
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Research to finalize the action plan for Breeder Seed
Production and Seed Hubs Under National Food Security
Mission-Nutricereals on 3 July, 2018. Dr. DK Yadava,
ADG (Seed), ICAR was the Chief Guest. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR, welcomed the delegates and

briefed on the purpose of the meeting. Dr. B Dayakar
Rao, Principal Scientist, IIMR, presented the Overview of
NFSM Sub Mission on Nutricereals, and Plan of action
for Additional Breeder Seed production & Seed hubs
was explained by Dr. B. Venkatesh Bhat, Principal Scien-
tist, IIMR. The other topics covered during the meeting
were: Adequacy and appropriateness of number of cen-
tres planned for BSP and seed hubs; Seed processing,
storage and farm implements support: Revolving fund
and its utilization; Monitoring, reporting and review of
progress in action plan; Role of state and national seeds
corporations in the supply of certified seed Linking with
state nodal points for seed supply. Dr. Sooganna, Scien-
tist, IMR proposed vote of thanks.

Institute Research Committee meeting

Institute Research Committee (IRC) met under the chair-
manship of Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR during 4-5
July 2018. The meeting reviewed the annual progress of
the IIMR projects. Respective Pls of the project pre-
sented annual progress and output made during 2017-
18. Dr. Prabhakar, Project Coordinator, AICRP-Small Mil-
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lets, Bangalore and Dr. Chennabyra Gouda, former PC-
AICRP-Small millets, Bangalore were the outside ex-
perts. Presentations focused on major aspects like time
management, annual progress, output including publica-
tion, and future work-plan. In total, progress made in

the 45 ongoing institute projects, 11 externally funded
projects and 4 Newly proposed projects was presented
and thoroughly reviewed. The details of the projects,
progress and output, and comments and suggestions
received during presentation are recorded in the pro-
ceedings. During the meeting six new institute projects
were approved and four ongoing projects were closed
after completion. The details of the projects, progress
and output, and comments and suggestions made dur-
ing the IRC meeting will be documented as “IRC pro-
ceedings". At the end of the meeting Chairman ex-
tended his appreciation for all the presentations in gen-
eral and expressed his satisfaction on the annual pro-
gress made in most of the projects. Dr. HS Talwar, PME
cell in-charge and Dr. IK Das, the member secretary or-
ganised the IRC meeting. The details of the projects,
progress and output, and comments and suggestions
made during the IRC meeting will be documented as
“IRC proceedings".

Meeting on the ICAR-ICT road map

A group meeting on ICAR-ITC Road map was organized
by Sh. SN. Islam, e-Governance Division, ICAR, New Delhi
at ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad
on 6 July, 2018, with the scientists of Hyderabad based
ICAR institutes. The agenda of the meeting was to ap-
praise the scientists about the ICAR-Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) road map. A presenta-
tion prepared by M/s KPMG and overview of the road-
map was presented by Sh. Islam. Subsequently an inter-
active session was also held with Scientists for their
technical suggestions. Dr. S Ravi Kumar, Sr. Scientist,
IIMR coordinated this event with the help of Dr. V Ravi
Kumar, TO, and OV Ramana, CTO.

Workshop on Cooking with Millets

Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR organized an event on “Cooking
with Millets” at ICAR-IIMR on 28th July, 2018 to create
awareness about the importance of millets, providing

— .

training on cooking of millet recipes and business oppor-
tunities in millets sector. A group of 22 participants from
various background representing farmers, housewives,
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doctors, would-be entrepreneurs and start-ups attended
this programme. In the beginning, Dr. Sangappa, Scien-
tist, welcomed the dignitaries and participants, he also
presented overview of program. He expressed that Nu-
trihub is a linkage between government organization,
general public and corporate sector. Participants also
Visited Centre of Excellence. Various recipes were dem-
onstrated to beginners with millets as their consumers.
Later, Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub interacted with
participants on business ideas in millets industry. Mr. B.
Srinivas, Incubation Manager, Nutrihub, Dr. Amarnath,
Plant Manager and other staff of nutrihub facilitated the
event. Program was covered by media including ETV
Telugu. Dr. Sangappa, coordinated the program. Pro-
gram concluded with Millet lunch. Next Program is
scheduled on 25 of August, 2018 at ICAR-IIMR.

National Workshops on “Digital Field Books for
Biologist”

At Namakkal: ICAR-IIMR has organized National Work-
shop on “Digital Field Book for Biologist” at Arignar Anna
Government Arts College, Namakkal, Tamil Nadu on 12
July 2018. The workshop benefitted Government and
Private Colleges in Namakkal, Dharmapuri and Krish-
nagiri districts in Tamil Nadu. There were 170 partici-

pants representing Assistant/Associate Professors, Re-
search Scholars, Under Graduate students. Hands on
training was given to them in addition to the lecture.
Sh. E Selvakumar, Scientist F, National Informatics Cen-
tre, Namakkal also delivered a lecture on “Digital India”.
Earlier, the workshop was inaugurated by Dr. A Leela
Glory Bai, Former Principal, AAGA College and Presided
by Mrs. K Vasanthamani, Principal, AAGA College. The
workshop was also attended by Dr. M Vijayarajan and M
Rajeswari. The National Workshop was coordinated by
Drs M Elangovan, M Rajasekara Pandian, N Nagaratinam
and EG Wesely.

At ICAR-IISR-Indore: ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad organized
National Workshop on Digital Field Book at ICAR-Indian
Institute of Soybean Research (IISR), Indore on 21 July,
2018. The workshop was designed with concept, lecture
and hands on training of field book. There were 41 par-
ticipants which included Scientific and Technical Staff of
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ICAR-IISR, IARI-RS-Wheat, Agricultural College, RVSKVYV,
Indore. The practical hands on sessions were conducted
with Soybean and Wheat experimental field and trait
data. The workshop was inaugurated by Dr Bhatia, Di-
rector, ICAR-IISR in the presence of Dr. Saiprasad, Head
IARI-Regional station for Wheat. The workshop was co-
ordinated by Drs M Elangovan, Sanjay Gupta and Van-
gala Rajesh.

[IMR team at Consultation Meeting on Doubling
Farmers Income

A ten member IIMR scientific team attended the
"Consultation Meeting on Doubling Farmers Income
2022 in Telangana and Adjoining Areas” at ICAR-Central
Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA), Hy-
derabad on 3 July, 2018. The meeting was held under
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Vice-President of India, Shri M
Venkaiah Naidu. The Vice-president interacted with
farmers, NGOs, FPOs, SGHs, Scientists, students, re-
searchers etc. Dr SS Rao Principal Scientist who repre-
sented Director, IIMR replied to the quarries by Hon’ble
Vice-President of India, on the efforts made by ICAR-
IIMR in the areas of crop improvement, value chain de-
velopment, current activities of Millets Mission sanc-
tioned under National Food Security Mission (NFSM) by
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Govern-
ment of India.

Workshop on Breeding Management Systems at
Malawi, Africa

A workshop on Breeding Management systems was or-

ganized at Blue Water Resort, Salima, Malawi, Africa
during 23 - 27 July, 2018 for the consortium partners by
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ICRISAT on the collaborative platform with ICAR partner
institutes — Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera-
bad and Indian institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur and
other officials from ICRISAT centres from India and Af-
rica. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, and Dr. R Madhusud-
hana, Principal Scientist from IIMR-Hyderabad partici-
pated in the workshop and acted as resource persons
along with Dr. MP Singh, Director, and Abhishek Bohra,
Scientist, IIPR, Kanpur. This workshop was coordinated
by Dr. Abhishek Rathor, Principal Scientist, ICRISAT and
his team members.

Guest Lecture by Dr. PV Vara Prasad, USA.

Prof. PV Vara Prasad, University Distinguished Professor

and Director, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Col-
laborative Research on Sustainable Intensification, Kan-
sas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, USA visited the
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on
27 July, 2018. Prof. Prasad delivered a special guest lec-
ture on Climate Change Impacts on Millet Crops Produc-
tivity and concepts of Sustainable Intensification. He
emphasized the need for developing climate change re-
silient nutritionally superior millet cultivars to overcome
the malnutrition and hidden hunger in the larger section
of populations. He also explained the concept of sustain-
able crop intensification wherein crop productivity and
income can be enhanced without causing ecological im-
balance in the environment. Prior to this, he met Dr. SS
Rao, Director in-charge, IIMR and he also visited various
facilities on CoE and Nutri-hub at IIMR.

Farmers day at Kadila Bhavi Thanda
Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad organ-

ized Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav programme and Farmers
Day events at Kadilabhavi Thanda of lbrahimpatnam
Mandal of Ranga Reddy District, Telangana on 13 July,
2018. In these events, Drs. B Subbarayudu and Ch.
Shashidhar Reddy, Principal Scientists, IIMR explained
the importance of millets, their nutritional value and the
need for soil health cards to know the soil fertility
thereby to follow the recommended doses of fertilizers.
They are also addressed the about the package of prac-
tices of millets and the insect pests of millets and their
management. Farmers showed interest to cultivate mil-
lets and establishing the community-based millets food
processing machine with the cooperation of Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. They are also in
need of seeds of high yielding varieties of millets. Local
farmers Sh. Jemiga Yadaiah, Komariah etc. assisted to
organize this event.

Sorghum and millets exploration from Khandwa
regions of Madhya Pradesh
ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad undertook sorghum and millet
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exploration in three districts (Khandwa, Khargon and
Barwani) of Khandwa region in Madhya Pradesh. A total
of 56 accessions were collected encompassing Sorghum
(31 acc.), Pearl millet (9 acc.), Little millet (9 acc.), Barn-
yard millet (4 acc.), Finger millet, Foxtail millet and Kodo
millet (1 acc. each). The millet landraces are getting van-
ished due to the spread of commercial crops viz., Maize,
Cotton and Chillies. Though farmers are holding the mil-
let landraces, they have not taking up sowing this year
and even after 3-4 years due to commercial crops. If ex-
ploration is not planned to collect the seed material, we
may loose the landraces very soon.

Special Lecture

Dr M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, |CAR-IIMR-
Hyderabad delivered a special lecture on “Apps for Agri-
culture” at Department of Botany/Agriculture, Anna-
malai University, Tamil Nadu on 13 July 2018. A total of
150 participants attended the lecture which included
Assistant/Associate Professors, Professors, Research
Scholars, M.Sc (Botany) and B.Sc and M.Sc (Agri) stu-

‘ Millets Newsletter No. 177; July, 2018

Page 5 of 8




dents. All were educated on Introduction to apps, Top-
10 Agriculture Apps in India and Apps of ICAR. The lec-
ture was coordinated by Dr V Venkateshwarlu, Profes-
sor & Head, and Dr Tamiliniyan, Professor, Department
of Botany.

Superannuation

Sh. V Anjaneyulu, Assistant Administrative Officer (Est)
superannuated from Council’s service on 31 July, 2018.

He rendered services to this organization since 2002.
Earlier he served at ICAR-CTRI, Rajahmundry for 18
Years. In this regard, a formal farewell meeting was or-
ganized. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR felicitated
him and presented a memento. [IMR staff recollected
his services and wished him a happy, healthy and active
retired life.

Farmers Days on Millets Cultivation at
Vizianagaram & Srikakulam districts. AP

KG Pudi: Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) or-
ganized Farmer’s Day on “Millet cultivation and their

utilization” in KG Pudi village, Vizianagaram district in
Andhra Pradesh on 24 July, 2018 for scheduled tribe
farmers. Drs. B Subbarayudu and Ch. Sashidhar Reddy,
Principal Scientists from IIMR Hyderabad explained the
farmers about the package of practices for the cultiva-
tion of sorghum and other millets and motivated them
to revive millets cultivation. Smt. Saraswati, Sabhala
NGO Organization encouraged the farmers to cultivate

millets in this region by adopting improved novel tools.
In this event around 20 tribal farmers, NGOs, Dwakra
Mahila Members Participated.

Shastrulapeta: I[IMR organized Farmers day on im-
proved millets cultivation and their utilization in Shas-
trulapeta village to Schedule Tribe Farmer’s in Srikaku-
lam District in Andhra Pradesh on 25 July 2018. IIMR
scientists, Drs. B. Subbbarayudu, and Ch. Shashidhar
Reddy, advised them to adopt the millet cultivation
thereby they would get assured grain yields. They also
advised on improved methods of millets cultivation and
their utilization to the tribal farmers. A total of 200
Farmers through “Manyadeepika” a Farmers Producers
Company (FPO) actively participated. Mrs. Bhudevi, Di-
rector, CAVS — NGO, Hiramandalam, Srikakulam district
also participated in this programme. This event was
widely covered by the local press and media.

Visit to 8 Millet House

Tree member team of scientists from ICAR — IIMR, com-
prising of Dr. B. Daya- = ] ' i
kar Rao, CEO, Nutri- ' ' X -
hub, Dr. D.
Balakrishna and Dr.
Sangappa visited ex-
clusive millet kitchen
of “8 millet house”
business  establish-
ment at Vijayawada,
Andhra Pradesh on
27 July, 2018. The
company has already
sighed MoU with

MILLET Hougg
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veloping value added [§ e a=-
millet products at
Vijayawada. The IIMR team suggested improvement
measures in preparation of millet recipes. They also
opened exclusive millet Restaurant at Vijayawada and
have plans to open many branches in other major cities
in AP and Hyderabad. This will help to create awareness
about nutricereals as health foods and certainly en-
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hance the consumption of millets.

Visitors

AC&ABC Trainees Exposure Visit:

Access Livelihoods Consulting India (ALC India), Hydera-
bad, organized a training program on Agri-preneurship
under Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centers [AC&ABC]
Scheme. As a part of training program, a batch of 20
participants visited ICAR-IIMR on 4 July, 2018. Dr. San-
gappa, Scientist, briefed the institute activities and later
demonstrated Millets processing and value added tech-
nologies at food processing lab. The budding entrepre-
neurs are ready to take value added technologies of Mil-
lets from ICAR-IIMR to initiate the enterprise.

Nutrihub Incubatees guided tour
Nutrihub of ICAR-IIMR organized guided tour to incu-
batees. A group of 13 newly selected incubatees visited
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various labs of ICAR-IIMR on 6th July, 2018. In the be-
ginning, Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, Principal Scientist & CEO,
Nutrihub, welcomed the dignitaries and participants, he
also presented overview of program. Dr. C Aruna, Princi-
pal Scientist shared the Overview of Sorghum & Millets
Crop Improvement scenario at India. Dr. AV Umakanth,
Principal Scientist explained insight about Sweet Sor-
ghum and its industrial usage. Seed Production tech-
niques and opportunity in seed industry was shared by
Dr. BV Bhat, Principal Scientist of ICAR-IIMR. Incubatees
visited various laboratories of ICAR-IIMR. Mr. Srinivas
Bollam, Incubation Manager, Nutrihub, Mr. Praveen
Doorna, Dr. Amarnath Reddy, also shared the facilities
for incubatees by nutrihub. Dr. Sangappa, scientist and
Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, nutrihub. coordinated this pro-
gram.

Visit of farmers from Tamil Nadu

26 July, 2018: A group of 20 Farmers visited nutrihub,
ICAR-IIMR on 26 July, 2018. From Oddanchatram block,
Dindigul district, Tamil Nadu state. Dr. M Elangovan or-
ganized the filed visit and explained the activities of
IIMR. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, briefed the nutrihub ac-
tivities and later demonstrated Millets processing and
value added technologies at food processing lab. Farm-
ers are producing millets and selling in unorganized way
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at Tamil Nadu, and they are fetching very little price for
this. It was advised that, group can be formed among
millets farmers and registered as Farmers Producer Or-
ganization (FPOs) to get better price for their produce
and start the value addition.

27 July, 2018: Visit of 30 progressive farmers from Kan-
chipuram district Tamil Nadu through (SSEPERS-ATMA)-
Farmers Training Centre, State Agriculture Department
on 27 July, 2018. They were explained about improved
millets production technologies and provided literature
on millets production technologies by Dr. Rajendra R
Chapke, Principal Scientist. Dr. M Elangovan explained
the research activities of IIMR. They were also exposed

to preparation and processing of different sorghum
food products in food lab and Gene Bank.

31 July, 2018: Visit of 20 progressive farmers from Villu-
puram and Shivagangai districts Tamil Nadu through
MSDA-ATMA, State Agriculture Department on 31 July,
2018. They were explained about improved millets pro-
duction technologies and provided literature on millets
production technologies by Dr. Rajendra R Chapke, Prin-
cipal Scientist. Hands on Training were organized at Mil-
let Primary Processing centre to give insight of the ma-
chineries operation. Farmers were keen to know these
novel machines. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, briefed the
activities of nutrihub. They were also shown preparation
and processing of different sorghum food products in
food lab.

MANAGE Trainees
National Institute of Agricultural Extension Manage-
ment (MANAGE), Hyderabad organized training pro-
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gram on “Orientation Training on Export Management” from July 9 - 13, 2018. As a part of training program, a batch
of 20 participants visited ICAR-IIMR on 12th July, 2018. Dr. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub, briefed the institute activi-
ties in general and nutrihub activities in particular. Later, Dr. Sangappa, Scientist demonstrated Millets processing
and value added technologies at food processing lab. Trainees showed keen interest on starting new Agriprenurship
in the millets sector. They also interacted about export opportunities of millets. The group also visited Nutrihub,

Technology Business incubation centre, IIMR.

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 | SSRao, CV Ratnavati, Consultation Meeting on Doubling M CRIDA, 3 July, 2018
KBRS Visarada, S Ravi Kumar, | Farmers Income 2022 in Telangana and Hyderabad
IK Das, PG Padmaja, Adjoining Areas
P Rajendrdakumar,
D Blakrishna, N Kannababu
and P Mukesh.
2 | Vilas A Tonapi 18" Executive Committee meeting of M Krishi Bhawan, 9 July, 2018
NFSM New Delhi
3 Hariprasanna K CRP-Biofortification review meeting. M ICAR, 10-11 July,
New Delhi 2018
4 | Vilas A Tonapi, HS Talwar, Brainstorming Workshop on w NAARM, 20 July, 2018
PG Padmaja & Development of Proforma for Ranking Hyderabad
Hariprasanna K. of ICAR Institutes
5 Vilas A Tonapi and Workshop on Breeding Management W Malavi, 23-28 July,
R Madhusudhana System Africa 2018.
Thought for the month
He who has achieved success has worked well, laughed often and loved much."
— Elbert Hubbard
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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: dsrhyd-ap@nic.in

Website: www.millets.res.in

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (lIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge

Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.
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