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  Serial No. 189                                   Hyderabad  ◘  Solapur  ◘  Warangal            July, 2019 

 

IIMR Bagged ICAR’s Sardar Patel Outstanding Institute award 
ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad bagged prestigious “Sardar Patel Outstanding ICAR 
Institution Award 2018” in the small Institute category, in recognition to its outstanding performance. This 
award was received by Director, Dr Vilas A Tonapi from Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare & President of the ICAR Society, in presence of  Shri Parshottam Rupala, 
Union Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare; Shri Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of 
State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  Dr. Suhil Kumar, Secretary-ICAR and Additional Secretary - DARE, 
Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary -DARE & DG-ICAR, Dr. B Pradhan, Director Finance and Additional 
Secretary, ICAR and other dignitaries at the 91st Indian Council of Agricultural Research formation Day held 
on 16 July, 2019 at New Delhi. This prestigious award is given after a detailed research on various 
parameters and the Institutes are chosen by an independent jury and a panel of professionals who believe 
in nurturing talent and in recognizing the best of the best and this award carries cash prize of ₹ 10.00 lakh, 
a citation and a plaque. 
 

Institute Research Committee Meeting 
Institute Research Committee (IRC) met under the chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR 

during 2- 4 July, 2019. The meeting 

reviewed the annual progress of the IIMR 

projects. Respective PIs of the project 

presented annual progress and output 

made during 2018-19 Dr. ST Kajjidoni, 

Former Dean, UAS Dharwad and Dr. 

Jayarame Gowda, In-charge, AICRPSM, 

Bengaluru were the outside experts.  
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Presentations focused on major aspects like time 

management, annual progress, output including 

publication, and future work-plan. During the three

-day long deliberations, a total of sixty-five projects 

including 45 institute projects and 20 externally 

funded projects were discussed and thoroughly 

reviewed. The details of the projects, progress and 

output, and comments and suggestions received 

during presentation are recorded in the 

proceedings. During the meeting one new institute 

project was approved. The details of the projects, 

progress and output, and comments and 

suggestions made during the IRC meeting will be 

documented as “IRC proceedings". At the end of 

the meeting Chairman extended his appreciation 

for all the presentations in general and expressed 

his satisfaction on the annual progress made in 

most of the projects. Dr. R. Madhusudhana, PME In

-Charge, and Dr. IK Das, Member Secretary, IRC 

organised the IRC meeting.  

 

Exhibition Stalls 
ICAR-IIMR’s - Nutrihub organized exhibition stalls of 

its incubatees and showcased technologies 

developed by the institute during 91st Foundation 

Day celebrations of ICAR held at the National 

Agricultural Science Centre Complex, New Delhi on 

16 July, 2019. About 3 incubatees / start-ups of 

ICAR-IIMR exhibited their innovative products 

which attracted many policy makers to know the 

importance of millets. More than 1,000 Visitors 

visited our stalls including Shri Narendra Singh 

Tomar, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare & President of the ICAR Society, Shri 

Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister of state, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri 

Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of state, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. Dr. T. 

Mahopatra, Secretary DARE & Director General, 

ICAR and other dignitaries from Ministry of 

Agriculture, ICAR, SAUs and other institutes. The 

visitors showed keen interest especially on the 

innovative food products developed from sorghum 

and other millets. The importance of millets as 

health and nutritious food was explained to the 

visitors and relevant literature was distributed. Drs. 

B. Dayakar Rao and Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR 

coordinated this event.  

 

Seeds Distribution in villages of Vikarabad 
District, Telangana   
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) 

organized Farmer’s awareness campaign on Millet 

cultivation and Seeds Distribution programme on 

30 June, 2019 at Sarpanapally, Jaidhupally and 

Tharigopula villages, in Dharur Mandal of Vikarabad 

district, Telangana.  Seeds of high yielding dual 

purpose kharif sorghum varieties (CSV 17 and CSV 

27) and Foxtail millet (SIA 3085) distributed to the 

farmers. About 100 farmers from above three 

villages participated enthusiastically in this event 

and received the seed. Farmers expressed their 
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wish to cultivate millets due to increasing 

awareness on millets cultivation and production 

technologies under less rainfall situations. Dr. B. 

Subbarayudu, Principal scientist, IIMR coordinated 

this event under NABARD sponsored project 

entitled on “Promotion of millets technology and 

entrepreneurial skills among farmers/ youth of 

Vikarabad district of Telangana”. 

 

National Workshops on Digital Field Book 
Organized 

@ ANGRAU, Lam Farm, Guntur: ICAR-IIMR-

Hyderabad organized National Workshop on Digital 

Field Book at ANGRAU, Lam Farm, Guntur on 1 July 

2019. The workshop was attended by 30 Scientists 

and Technical Officers. They were given hands-on-

training and demonstrated on how to collect plant 

breeding field data collection using the mobile app. 

The workshop was conducted by Dr. M Elangovan, 

Principal Scientist, IIMR and coordinated by Drs. 

Satyanarayana and Sambaiah at ANGRAU, Guntur. 
 

@ICAR-SBI-Coimbatore: ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad 

organized National Workshop on Digital Field Book 
at ICAR-Sugarcane Breeding Institute (SBI) on 11 
July 2019. The workshop was organized in two 

sessions for Crop Improvement, AKMU, Extension 

and Crop Protection and Crop Production divisions. 
The workshop was attended by 44 Scientists and 37 
Technical Officers. They were given hands-on-
training and demonstrated on how to collect 
agronomy and plant breeding field data collection 
using the mobile app. The workshop was conducted 
by Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IIMR and 
coordinated by Dr. Suganya, Principal Scientist, SBI, 
Coimbatore. 
 

Farmer’s day on millets cultivation and their 
utilization at Chirala 
A farmer’s day was organized by ICAR-Indian 

Institute of Millets Research at Chirala, Prakasham 

district, Andhra Pradesh on 27 July, 2019. About 

300 farmers from surrounding villages of Chirala 

actively participated in Farmers day. Scientists from 

Indian Institute of Millets Dr. B. Subbarayudu 

explained on the package of practices of millets 

including improved methods to obtain the high 

grain and fodder yields and integrated pest 

management. Dr Ch. Sashidhar Reddy addressed 

the farmers about the cost effective technologies of 

millet crops. Smt. Annapurna, Deputy Director of 

Agriculture, ATMA, Department of agriculture 

addressed the importance of soil health cards in 

present agricultural scenario. Smt. Sumathi, Mandal 

Agriculture Officer, Chirala briefed about the 

cropping pattern particularly in Chirala mandal in 

general in Prakasham district and the future scope 

of millets cultivation and their utilization in the 

coming years. Dr. CV Rama Rao, Professor, 
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Agricultural Research Station (ARS), Bapatla, 

ANGRAU recommended various suitable high 

yielding rice cultivars to the farmers. Mr. V. 

Venkataramana DDM, NABARD Regional Office (AP) 

explained the farmers about the NABARD activities 

including the guidelines to get financial support and 

cooperation. He advised farmers to establish a 

Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) to get the 

better benefits.   Dr. TEGK Murthy, Principal, 

Bapatla Pharmacy college, briefed about the millets 

processing unit at their institute, which was 

established under IIMR and NABARD collaborative 

project last year.  This facility can be used by the 

farmers of Krishna, Gunter and Parakasham 

districts at nominal charges. Progressive farmers 

Sh. L Venkataramana and Sh. G Sridhar also were 

on dais.  
 

During this event, IIMR exhibited the panicles of 

High yielding cultivars, and also showcased various 

products such as sorghum biscuits, multigrain atta, 

flakes, pasta, vermicelli etc. This event was 

organized in collaboration with the Department of 

Agriculture, Andhra Pradesh, and NABARD. This 

event was coordinated by Joint Director of 

Agriculture and the team comprising of AOs, 

Agricultural Extension Officers, MPDOs, and 

members of ATMA of Prakasham District. IIMR 

gratefully acknowledges the team for their financial 

support for providing all arrangements for making 

this event a grand success. This event was covered 

by the local print media.      
 

Special Lecture 
Dr. Yogananda Moolemath, Chief Scientific Officer, 

M/s.  Vittarthaa Life Sciences, Bengaluru visited and 

delivered a lecture on Millets as energy source for 

healthy muscles for sports persons on 29 July, 2019. 

Dr. VA Tonapi, Director, and scientists of IIMR 

participated in this meeting. A proposal for BIRAC 

project was also finalized with ICAR-IIMR and 

Agronature, a start-up and incubatee of ICAR-IIMR-

Nutrihub.  
 

Dr. Parashuram Patroti, Scientist (Plant Breeding), 

ICAR-IIMR, CRS-Solapur was invited as Chief Guest 

for the Mendel’s day celebration at Walchand 

College of Arts and Science, Solapur on 20 July 

2019.  He delivered Guest lecture on “Scope and 

Opportunities of Genetics in Agriculture and Allied 

Science Research” and distributed the prizes to the 

winners of poster presentation competition. 

 

Guest Lectures delivered 
 

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR was a Chief Guest 

at the International training programme on 

“Agribusiness - Start-up to Scale-up” organized 

under Feed the Future India Triangular Training 

(FTF ITT) program by MANAGE, Hyderabad on 10 

July, 2019. He delivered the inaugural address on 

start-up preparedness for a successful future. 

 

Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist, IIMR 

delivered an invited lecture on “Nutritional and 

Health benefits of Millets” at National Training 

Programme on “Recent Advances in Functional and 

Nutraceuticals for Future Foods” on 25 July, 2019 at 

Chandra Shekhar Azad University of Agriculture and 

Technology, Kanpur, UP. This 21 days training 

programme was organized by Component of 

Harvest Plus, Bio-fortification & Value Addition 

under the CAAST-NC project.  

 

Sad demise  
IIMR regrets to place on record the sad demise of 
Smt. B Yadamma, Skilled Support Staff due to cardiac  
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arrest on 10 July, 2019. The entire IIMR 

family expressed condolences to the 

bereaved family. 
 

MoU with UAS, Dharwad 
Memorandum of Understanding between ICAR-IIMR 

and University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad, 

Karnataka was signed on 6 July 2019,  for R&D in millet 

based food science and collaboration for promotion of 

student training and quality post-graduation research. 

Visitors: 
 

MANAGE Trainees  

National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management 
(MANAGE), Hyderabad organized training program 
on “Food and Nutritional Security of the Rural 

Households” from 15-19, July 2019 at MANAGE campus. 
As a part of their training program, a batch of about 44 
participants visited ICAR – IIMR on 17 July, 2019, it 
includes senior and middle level officials of Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Sericulture, Fisheries, 
and SMS from KVKs faculty, scientist from ICAR, SAU, 
NGOs and entrepreneurs with various background to 
understand the Millets technologies developed by 
institute and incubation center activities. Dr. Sangappa 
briefed about the institute activities at nutrihub, later 
they visited to Primary Processing Unit and Food 
Processing lab.  
 
MANAGE Trainees  

MANAGE, Hyderabad organized a training program 
on “Refresher Training Program on Rural 
Enterprises” from July 15-18, 2019 at MANAGE 

campus. As a part of their training program, a batch 
of nearly 30 participants visited ICAR – IIMR on 18 
July, 2019 to explore the entrepreneurial 
opportunities in Millets production, processing & 
value addition. Participants were briefed about the 
technologies developed by institute and incubation 
center activities. They also visited Primary 
Processing Unit and Food Processing lab to receive 
the hands on experiences in millets processing  
 

ICM Trainees 
Institute of Cooperative Management (ICM), 

Hyderabad organized a training program 

Foundation course for probationary officers of 

Cooperative department of Andhra Pradesh at its 

ICM campus. A batch of nearly 35 participants 

visited ICAR – IIMR on 18 July, 2019 to understand 

the technologies developed by institute and 

incubation center activities. Dr. Sangappa explained 

institute activities and also briefed about Millets 

value added products & importance of Millets in 

our daily life consumption. Later, they visited 

Primary Processing Unit, Food Lab. Trainees 

appreciated and shown keen interest in 

technologies of millet value added products.  

 
MANAGE Trainees  

MANAGE, Hyderabad is organized Feed the Future 

India Triangular Training (FTF IIT) program 

on “Agribusiness: Startup to Scale up” from July 10 

– July 24, 2019 at MANAGE, Hyderabad. This 

international training program comprises of 25 

participants from six different countries viz. Sri 

Lanka, Nepal, Mongolia, Liberia, Malavi, Uganda 

and Tanzania. As a part of training curriculum, 

international delegates visited ICAR-IIMR on 16 

July, 2019. They were briefed about institute 

activities, technologies developed by institute and 

outreach activities in nutshell. Delegates visited 

Nutrihub, primary processing unit and food lab to 



welcomed the participants and gave overview of the 

programme. Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, PRO, IIMR 

coordinated the event.   
 

Farmers-Scientists Interaction at villages of 
Farmers First project 
 

Field trials on different millets-based modules were 

organized by ICAR–Indian Institute of Millets 

Research, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad in project 

villages; Chalki, Tekur, Shamshuddin, Tatpally, 

Mamadgi and Gangapur in Nyalkaland Raikode 

Mandals of Sangareddy District of Telangana State 

under Farmer First project during kharif 2019-20.  A 

major objective of the programme is to 

participatory millets technology validation, 

diversification in farming and promotion of value 

addition for enhancing livelihood of Central 

Telangana farmers. In order to revisit, develop skill 

and to monitor the field trials through face to face 

interaction with farmers regarding their field 

problems of the technology interventions, a 

Farmers-Scientists Interaction programme was 

organized at the farmers’ fields of the project sites 

on 20 July, 2019.The “technical advisory-cum-site 

implementation committee” members comprised of 

multidisciplinary team scientists namely, Dr. C. Aruna, 

PS (Plant Breeding), Dr. Shyam Prasad, PS 

(Entomology), Dr. IK Das, PS (Plant Pathology), Dr. 

Hariprasanna K., PS (Plant Breeding), Dr. RR Chapke, 

PS (Agril. Extension), Dr. Sangappa, Scientist (Agril. 

Extn),  Dr. (Mrs.) B Kantisri, SRF, FFP, Mr. Narendra 

and Mr. T. Shyam, Technical Assistant, FFP, Mr. Vinod, 

Skilled, from ICAR-IIMR and Mr. Veer Shetty, local 

project coordinator from Ms. SS Bhavani Foods along 

with trial farmers from the selected villages 

participated in the event. The IIMR Scientists 

interacted with the farmers, clarified their doubts 

and advised them to take up improved   package   of  

know the products developed by startups.  They 

were also given literature on millets production, 

processing & value addition.  Dr. Sangappa, 

Scientist Coordinated these visits with the help of 

Dr. Ravi Vemula, Dr. Amarnath, and other staff of 

Nutrihub. 
 

Cooking with Millets  
Regular monthly training programme “Cooking 

with Millets” was organised at Nutrihub, IIMR on  

20th July 2019. 20 Participants who are looking to 

start their new restaurants and bakery units have 

participated in the event. Participants were given 

hands on experience in preparation of the 8 recipes 

of Millets. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub, IIMR 

given overview of Millets and enlightened the 

participants with nutritional values of millets. Dr. V. 

Ravi Kumar, PRO, IIMR coordinated the event. 
 

Startup Ignition programme for 
Entreprenuership Development in Millets  
 

About 30 aspiring entrepreneurs from Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra and Telangana  

attended the monthly Startup Ignition programme. 

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR urged the 

participants to venture in traditional foods a 

business opportunity and encouraged the 

participants to do well in startups.       Dr. Sangappa  
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package of practices for realizing better yields in 

millets. The interaction programme was 

coordinated by the project PI, Dr. Chapke, PS, ICAR-

IIMR. 
 

Technical Advisory-cum-Site Implementation 
Committee meeting of Farmers First Project 
 

The “Technical advisory-cum-site implementation 

committee”(TASIC) meeting of Farmers First Project 

was held on 8 July 2019 at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad 

under chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, 

IIMR, Hyderabad, to revisit the action plan of the 

project for 2019-20in order to create substantial 

impact of millets and allied technologies among the 

farmers with inputs of the multi-disciplinary team 

of scientists. The members of the team -Dr. C. 

Aruna, PS (Plant Breeding), Dr. Shyam Prasad, PS 

(Entomology), Dr. IK Das, PS (Plant Pathology), Dr. 

Hariprasanna K., PS (Plant Breeding), Dr. RR 

Chapke, PS (Agril. Extension), Dr. Sangappa, 

Scientist (Agril. Extension), Dr. Swarna Ronanki, 

Scientist (Agronomy), and Mr. Veer Shetty, 

coordinator of the project site of Sangareddy 

district, Telangana State participated in the 

deliberations. The other project staff attended the 

meeting were; Dr. (Mrs.) B Sri Kantisri, SRF, FFP, Mr. 

Narendra and Mr. T. Shyam, Technical Assistant, 

FFP, Mr. Vinod, Skilled supporting staff, from ICAR-

IIMR. 
 

Dr. VA Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR welcomed all 

the participants and informed that Dr. Chapke took 

over the charge as PI for the Farmers First Project 

from Dr. Sangappa on 24 June, 2019. Dr. RR Chapke 

briefed about the major purpose of the project to 

validate proven technologies and success stories of  

the institute along with allied enterprises in the 

farmers’ fields integrated farming system for 

enhancing farmers’ income and livelihood. All 

members actively participated in the deliberations. 

The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the chair 

and all participants.  
 

Superannuation 
Dr. HS Talwar, Principal Scientist (Plant Physiology) 

superannuated from Council’s service on 31 July, 

2019. He rendered services to this organization from 

19 January, 2006. Earlier he worked at ICRISAT, 

Patancheru, and CAZRI, Bikaner and similarly, Smt. 

Vishala A Devender, Chief Technical Officer (CTO) also 

superannuated from Council’s service on 31 July, 

2019. She rendered her services in various capacities 

to this organization since 1989. Earlier she served her 

duties at CTRL, Mumbai. 
 

Meeting of Official Language Implementation 
Committee  
The 49th meeting of Official Language Implementation 

Committee was conducted at the ICAR- Indian 

Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on 01st July 

2019 under the Chairmanship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, 

Director.  The other members including Dr. Jinu Jacob, 

OIC, Hindi Cell, Dr. H S Talwar, OIC, PME Cell; Dr. 

Venkatesh Bhat, OIC, Technical & Medial Cell and OIC, 

Computer & Website; Dr. Soogana, OIC, Library, Shri 

Charles Ekka, SAO; Shri. A N Murthy, FAO and 

Member Secretary, Dr. Mahesh Kumar, STO (OL) 

participated in this meeting. The decisions to 

celebrate Hindi Chetana Maas, organize Hindi 

Workshop etc. were taken during the meeting.  
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Thought for the month  

Always aim at complete harmony of thought and word and deed. Always aim at purifying your thoughts and everything 
will be well.         
           -Mohandas K. Gandhi 

CELEBRATING National Year of Millets  

Compilation & Editing  

Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat  
 

Photos, Design & Lay -out  

HS Gawali  
 

Hindi Translation  
 Dr. Mahesh Kumar  
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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research 

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)  

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9 
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.) 
Tel: 0217-2373456 
Telefax: 0217-2373456 
 

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in 

Sorghum Off -Season Nursery, Warangal  
Officer-In-Charge 
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,  
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal. 

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030  
Tel: 040-24599300 
Fax: 040-24599304 
Email: millets.icar@nic.in 
Website: www.millets.res.in 

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended  

S. 

No 

Name of the 

Official 

Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 Sangappa Meeting with Special Commissioner of Agriculture, 

Department of Agriculture, Govt. of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

M Guntur, AP 9 July, 

2019  

2 Vilas A Tonapi & 

T Nepolean 

Training program on Digitalization of Breeding 

Programs and Data Management under ICAR-

BMGF project. 

T ICRISAT, 

Patancheru 

9-12 

July, 

2019  

3 Vilas A Tonapi & 

K Srinivasa 

Babu 

Meeting with Secretary (Agri), Government of 

Odisha on Millet Mission. 

M Bhubaneshwar 12 July, 

2019  

4 P Mukesh Two-day  workshop on "Data science and deep 

learning" 

W JNTU-H,  

Hyderabad 

22-23  

July 

2019  

5 Sangappa Farmers & Scientist interaction meeting under 

Farmer FIRST project 

M Chalki Village, 

Sangareddy 

District,  

Telangana 

20 July, 

2019  
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