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Indian Institute  of Millets Research, Hyderabad organized o Startup Ignition  Program  entitled
“Business opportunities in Millets processing sector” on 26 -
July, 2024. A Total of 45 Participants from the states of
Assam, Delhi, Rajasthan, Karataka, TN, Chattisgarh,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh participated in the event.
Sessions were taken in related to primary and secondary
millet processing facilities. A guided tour to Centre of
Excellence, Common Facility Centre and Nutrihub was
conducted. The session on Incubation facilities, various g
available technologies and licensing procedures at IIMR
was handled by Dr. V. Ravi Kumar. An inferactive session Z\3
with participants related to business opportunities in &2
millets sector was conducted by Dr. B Dayakar Rao, "o
Principal Scientist and CEQO Nutrihub. These fraining

programmes were coordinated by Dr. V. Ravi Kumar, Technical Officer.

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR delivered a lecture on "New Technologies for Enhancing Productivity of Millets"
during online workshop on promotion of millets for extension functionaries, organized by MANAGE on 9" July 2024.
Dr. Sangappa discussed precision farming fechniques, use of high-yielding and drought-resistant millet varieties, and
advanced pest and disease management strategies in millets.
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Forty farmers from Nashik, Maharashtra under the
leadership of Dr. Nazir, Programme Manager through
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Agriculture Technology Managemenr Agency (ATMA),
Nashik visited ICAR-IIMR on 4% July, 2024 to learn about
Millets cultivation, processing & Value addition. They
were briefed about the millets cultivation, availability of
varietal technologies, millet value addition and processing
machineries. This visit was facilitated and coordinated by
Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Assistant Chief Technical Officer
(OL).

Eighty-eight students from SCSPA, College of Agriculture,
Ashti, Beed and Latur of Maharashtra visited ICAR-IIMR

on 10" July, 2024 as a part of their educational tour. Dr.
Rafi and Meghana from FPO-NEST took students to millet
fields and explained about the cultivation practices of
millets. They were briefed about the benefits of millets
cultivation, availability of varietal technologies, millet
value addition and processing machineries. This visit was
facilitated and coordinated by Dr. Mahesh Kumar,
Assistant Chief Technical Officer (OL).

As a part of the ATMA exposure visit, 25 farmers from
Tiruvannamalai, Tamil  Nadu visited ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad on 01¢ July, 2024. Ms. Meghana from FPO-
NEST team explained the millet cultivation practices and
showed the millet fields to Tamil Nadu farmers. Dr.
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Amasiddha, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad ex

lained

"/ the advantages of the improved crop technologies

demonstrated in the IIMR fields and advanced cultivation
practices in millets.

A total of 25 farmers from Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu visited
ICAR-IMR, Hyderabad, as a part of an exposure visit on
30" July, 2024. The exposure visit aimed to provide the
farmers with insights into advanced millet farming
techniques and the primary processing methods used at
ICAR-IMR. The farmers gained knowledge and skills
towards millet cultivation and processing so that they
practice in their own farms for improved productivity and
value addition. Dr. Sangappa, Ms. Meghana and Dr. Rafi
co-ordinated the visit.

Mr. Shakthi, Ms. Sumedha Awasthy from ESAF
Foundation and CLASP- Delhi visited ICAR-IIMR promoted
Girisiri, Sri Alluri, and Sri Matsya Devata FPOs in the
ASR District on 4" July 2024. During the visit, the ESAF
and CLASP representatives interacted with the Board of
Directors of FPOs and explained about schemes,
subsidies in establishing cold storage facilities and
highlighted the importance of cold storage in reducing
post-harvest losses and improving the shelf life of
perishable products. Dr. Sangappa and Dr. Srinivasa
Babu arranged and coordinated this visit to FPOs.

NSC Department, ICAR-IIMR Hyderabad, and ICAR-KVK
Vijayapur jointly organized a one-day training program
on July 5, 2024 on “Seed production and certification for
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)” at ICAR-KVK
Vijayapura. The purpose of the training was to educate
and equip farmers with the necessary knowledge and
skills for effective seed production and certification
processes. A total of 45 member farmers from Nidgundi
Sri Hadi Basavanappa Oilseed and Millets FPCL, Indi
Savayava Hagu Siridhanya FPCL, promoted by ICAR-
IIMR Hyderabad, participated in the training. Dr.
Sangappa, Scientist and Pl FPO project coordinated this
program.

Sharanabasappa Nagavi, CEO of Jewargi Taluka Millets
FPC LTD, promoted by ICARIIMR, Hyderabad,
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participated in a program at All India Radio in
Kalaburagi on July 6, 2024, organized by KVK
Kalaburagi and Akashvani Radio Station Kalaburagi.
During the program, Sharanabasappa Nagavi briefed on
the methodologies that contribute to the success of millet
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and the
implementation of Integrated Farming Systems.

Mr. Rama Kiran from FPO-NEST team of ICAR-IIMR

visited Medak District Collectorate on July 03, 2024, to
participate in a review meeting of FPOs with the District
Coordination Committee (DCC) and District Level Resource
Committee (DLRC) in the presence of NABARD's District
Development Manager (DDM) and District Collector,

Medak. The meeting focused on reviewing the status of
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) in the district.

Shringavarapu Kota Rythu Bharat FPO, promoted by
ICAR-IIMR organized field day on Crop Cultivation Ration
Card (CCRC) campaign to the FPO farmers of Timidi
villoge at SKota block with the help of agriculture and
revenue departments and NABARD officials on July 6,
2024. The event also included sessions on best practices

in crop cultivation, emphasizing sustainable agricultural &

techniques. Farmers were encouraged to adopt these
methods to improve yield and income. Approximately 45
farmers attended the meeting in Timidi village. Dr.
Sangappa organized this field day with the help of Sri.
Nagarjuna DDM Vizianagaram.

As a part of quarterly review, Sh. Shanmukha Chary
DDM, Mahbubnagar, NABARD along with Dr. Rafi and
Mr. Ramkiran from FPO-NEST visited Balanagar,
Palamuru, Devarkadra, Dundubi FPOs promoted by ICAR
-IMR on 8" July 2024. Business plan execution and its
implementation, business records, input registers, BOD
meeting registers, minutes book, account statement and
cashbook transactions were reviewed.

DMC meeting was held on 10" July 2024, with CSS FPOs
under the chairmanship of Shri. Karthik, Joint-Collector,
Vijayanagaram and NABARD DDM, Mr. Nagarjuna at
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Vizianagaram  District  Collector ~ Office. ~ Mr.
Sathyanarayana from Skota Rythu Bharat FPO MACS
LTD, promoted by ICAR-IIMR participated and interacted
with the officials of agriculture, horticulture, marketing,
and civil supply departments for smooth functioning of
procurement centers and release of commission share
timely to the FPOs.

Online on Digi Ready Certification
(DRC) was conducted on 11" July 2024, by QCI (Quality
Council of India) & ONDC, New Delhi

ICAR-IIMR
promoting 14 FPOs from Karnataka participated in this
training for understanding the QCI standards involved in
food business. The purpose of the meeting was to explain
the concept of the Digi Ready Certification program and
steps involved in registering entities on the DRC Portal.
The training also dealt with practical demonstrations on
how to use the portal effectively, manage certification
records, and ensure ongoing compliance with QCI
standards.

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR along with Dr. Rofi
and Mr. Ramakiran from FPO-NEST visited ICAR-IIMR,
Hyderabad promoted FPOs (Yeldurthy and Tekmal FPOs)
in Medak district on 16" July 2024 as a part of review
meeting. During this visit, Dr. Sangappa interacted with

Board of Directors (BOD), CEOs, shareholders of
Yeldurthy and Tekmal FPOs regarding equity
mobilization, scaling up of business operations and
strategies for promotion of millet in the FPO blocks.

District Level Monitoring Committee (DLMC) meeting was
held on “Central sector scheme on promotion of 10,000
FPOs” at the Anakapalli District Collectorate Office under
the chairmanship of Mr. Vijaya Krishnan (District
Collector), and Mr. Samanth Kumar  (NABARD
DDM) along with officials of Horticulture, Agriculture,
Markfed, Civil Supply, DRDA, Fisheries departments on
19* July 2024. ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad promoting FPOs
(Premasai  Navakisan  and  Thandavalley — FPOs)
participated in the meeting and presented their current
status and expressed their difficulties in getting input
licenses and procurement centers to district officers.



Mr. Venkataiah, Mr. Vishnuvas Reddy, Mr. Naresh and

Dr. Muralidhar Reddy from Dhundubi FPO participated in |

field day and interacted with IIMR team and scientists of
South African country at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 20%
July 2024. The field day was aimed to strengthen research
collaborations between IIMR and South African countries.
During the visit, farmers toured various research facilities,
experimental farm areas, gene bank, Nutrihub and
production plants of ICAR-IIMR. They observed cutting-
edge research and advancements in millet cultivation,
processing, and value addition. The interaction with South
African scientists provided valuable insights into global
research  practices and  potential  collaborative
opportunities. Dr. Sangappa, Dr. Rafi coordinated this
visit

Dr. Sangappa, Scientist from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
along with Mr. Abbuseth & Mr. Kailashnath from FPO-

NEST team visited ICAR-IIMR promoted FPOs, located in
Vijayapura and Bagalkot district of Karnataka from 22
July 2024 to 26 July 2024. During this visit, they
conducted meeting with BODs, carried FPOs inspection
through SFAC Inspection App, reviewed machineries of
FPOs, discussed business activities, FPO progress and
given targets to FPO staff.

Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) was conducted by
Girisiri Tribal FFO MACS LTD, promoted by ICAR-IMR,
Hyderabad, at Kothapolamu village, Paderu Mandal,
Allury Sitamaraju District On 29" July, 2024. Shri M.R.
Gopal, CGM NABARD, Shri Kaushik, AGM NABARD,
Shri R. Chakradhar Rao, ASR District DDM NABARD, Shri
G.R. Samath Kumar, Visakhapatnam DDM NABARD,
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SVDS Secretary Mr. Jogi Naidu, Mr. Raj Kumar from KVK
Kondempudi, Dr. Rafi from FPO-NEST, Mr. K. Srinivas,

. FPO CEO, Mr. YK. Rao, and Chairman Mr. Bojibabu

participated in the AGM meeting. The major discussions
during the meeting was to stabilise the FPO business
activities, credit linkage, and organize MEDP training
programs. The meeting was coordinated by Dr.
Sangappa, scientist, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad.

Sri Matsya Devata FPO MACS LTD promoted by ICAR-
IMR, Hyderabad conducted Polambadi  programme
at Tasarabayalu  village  on 31 July,2024.
Ms Vijayalaxmi (JDA), FPO staff, Agriculture Officer of
G.Madugula block along with 100 farmers participated
in the programme. The officials were taken to the millet
fields of 500 acres cultivated by FPO farmers. Further, the
APCNF team showed jeevamrutham demo preparation to
the FPO farmers and explained its uses. Further the
procedures for organic cerfification were explained by
the team members. The programme was coordinated by
Dr. Sanagappa from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad.

| A training programme on Good Agriculture Practices of
% Paddy and Millets was conducted by Lambasingi Tribal

8l Products FPCL promoted by ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad to the
| tribal farmers of Pedabarada village of Chintapalli block

on 31¢ July,2024. The training programme was
conducted in collaboration with ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad,
Department of Agriculture, Rythu Sadhikara Samstha,
Andhra Pradesh Community Managed Natural Farming
(APCNF) and RARS Chintapalli. Representatives from
Department of Agriculture (DAO, ADA, AQO), RYSS (DPM
& team) and RARS scientists participated in this meeting.
A total of 55 farmers attended the training programme.
The program dealt with best practices of soil health
management, efficient water usage, integrated pest
management and crop  diversification to enhance
productivity. By adhering to INDGAP standards, tribal
farmers can ensure their produce meets quality and safety
criteria, making it more attractive to national and
international markets. The training programme was
coordinated by Dr. Sanagappa from ICAR-IMR,
Hyderabad.



The following Memorandum of Agreement / Understandings were made through ITMU, ICAR-IIMR, signed at
ICAR-IIMR during the July, 2024. Dr. C Tara Satyavathi, Director — [IMR on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements.
The details are as follows:

05.07.2024 | Paani Dissemination of sweet sorghum and its value added = Mr. Satyaijit Dr. AV Umakanth
Foundation, technologies to the farmers {Collaborative Bhatkal
Mumbai Research)
12.07.2024  Shri Vaishnav Collaborative Research & millet promotion Dr. KN Drs. B Venkatesh
Viswavidya- Guruprasad Bhat &
laya, MP P. Sanjana
20.07.2024 | MILEATS, Licensing of Mulfi-millet bread Mr. Pidishetty Dr. J. Stanley
Pranav Kumar

Hyderabad
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Name of
Employee
C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

Programme details

Online meeting on 100 Days Action Plan
and Five Year Targets

Meefing to discuss TCP tifled "Enhancing
capacity on Sustainable value chain de-
velopment of Millets for food and Nutri-
tion security in Asia

Attended meeting on Mission Life theme
"Adopt Sustainable Food Systems".
Workshop on advanced microscopy for
biological sciences.

Delivered Inaugural address.

Attended post-thesis of viva voce of Ph.D
student as Advisory Committee member.

Online meeting on Public Private Partner-
ship to develop Crop Specific Consortium
Research Platform.

Strategy Workshop on “Crop Protection
Solutions: Group MRL & Minor Uses of
Pesticides”

Online meefing of ICAR with the CIKS,
UKZN Delegation, Dur-
ban, South Africa on 12th July 2024 ot
03:00 PM (Indian Standard Time).

Symposium — Millets: The Superfood of
Bharat Parficipated in the Panel 1I: Global
Expansion of the Superfood of Bharat.
Delivered talk on: Millets the Superfood of
Bharat.

Attended 96" ICAR Foundation Day
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Mode

Online

Online

Online

Physical

Online

Online

Online

Online

Physical

Physical

Organized by

ICAR, New Delhi

Dept. of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare

M/o Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare, New Delhi

Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad

College of Agriculture, Jodhpur
Agriculture University, Jodhpur.

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad

National Academy of Agricultural
Sciences,

New Delhi
ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad

Ministry of Culture, Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi

ICAR, New Delhi

Dates

01-07-2024

04-07-2024

10-07-2024

11-07-2024

11-07-2024

11-07-2024

12-07-2024

12-07-2024

1- 06- 2024.

15-07-2024
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21

22

23

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi
C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

Mahesh Kumar

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi
C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi

C Tara Satyavathi
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Attended Technology Day of ICAR, and
Received the Certificates for the 4 {four)
Technologies of ICAR-Indian Institute of
Millets Research, Hyderabad Certified by
ICAR, New Delhi.

Review meeting fo discuss the progress
and future line of work under the project
entitled "A Comprehensive study to estab-
lish the health benefits {in vivo) of Nutri-
Cereals" A way forward for mainstream-

ing millets" of ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad.

ICAR-IIMR  Hyderabad & NSI Kanpur

Interaction Meeting on Sweet Sorghum

Attended 43 Foundation Day of NAB-
ARD and delivered inaugural address.

Interaction meetfing with South African
Delegation for millets collaboration be-
tween India with Centre for Excellence in
Indigenous Knowledge Systems, Durban,
South Africa.

Meeting of Extant Variety Recommenda-
tion Committee (EVRC) as Committee
Member (Subject Matter Specialist)

Meeting of Town Official Language Im-
plementation Committee {Central Govt.
Offices-2)  organized by ~ NIRDPR,
Hyderabad

Participated as Guest of Honour for
“KRISHI MANTHAN-30 Day’s Summer
School Training Program”.

Delivered talk on “Millets for Food and
Nutrition Security”

Online interaction meeting with Consul
General of Mexico in Mumbai, Mr. Adol-
fo Garcia Estrada

Meeting of SCSP and TSP

Attended as the Chief Guest for the
launch of online event of TekTak Show
organized by Agro Innovators Millets,
Hyderabad

Inaugural program of National Confer-
ence on “Stepping Up Agricultural Re-
search and Education for Next Genera-
tion: Researchers Perspective organized
by Agricultural Research Service Scien-

tists’ Forum {ARSSF), Delivered Lead Talk.
Annual Review meeting of ICAR-ABIs

WIHIAI- WA o 3T FTEAH W
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research
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Physical

Online

Online
Physical

Physical

Physical

Physical

Online

Online

Physical

Physical

Online

ICAR, New Delhi 16-07-2024

Ministry of Agri. & Farmers 18-07-2024

Welfare, Dept. of Agri. &

Farmers Welfare, Crops &

PHMF Division, New Delhi.

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad 18-07-2024

NABARD, Hyderabad 19-07-2024

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad 20-07-2024

Protection of Plant Varieties 22-07-2024

and Farmers’ Rights Authority

ICAR-NBPGR-RS, Hyderabad = 24 July,
2024

Just Agriculture Edu, Group 24-07-2024

Mexican Consulate, Mumbai | 25-07-2024

ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad 25-07-2024

Agro Innovators Millets Pro- 26-07-2024

moters Association (AIMPA),

Hyderabad

IRR, Hyderabad 29-07-2024

ICAR, New Delhi 31-07-2024
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ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research
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ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)
All India Research Project on Pearl Millet / Sorghum / Small Millets

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456 Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.

Regional Research Station on Pearl Millet
Gudamalani, Barmer, Rajasthan

E mail: barmer@millets.res.in
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