
Millets Newsletter No. 188; June, 2019                          Page 1 of 6 

  Serial No. 188                                    Hyderabad  ◘  Solapur  ◘  Warangal            June, 2019 

National Millets Stakeholders Campaign/ Meeting 
 

One-day National Millets Stakeholders Campaign/ Meeting was organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets 

Research, Hyderabad on 3 June, 2019 for domestic millet stakeholders to promote trade, share information and 

knowledge, establish 

or expand market 

linkages and 

connect with a wide 

producer base to 

link millet farmer to 

market to enable the 

cause of doubling 

farmer’s income. Sh. 

Vivek Agarwal, IAS, 

Joint Secretary, 

(Crops), Ministry of 

Agriculture, New 

Delhi was the Chief 

Guest.  
 

At the outset, Dr. 

Tonapi made a presentation on Roadmap for executing programs of Sub-Mission on Nutri-cereals, Status and 

implementation of Sub-Mission on Nutri-cereals encompassing area expansion, farm gate processing, strengthening 

of Centre of Excellence, R & D on Nutri-cereals, Entrepreneurs-Training-Business, creation of national awareness and 

organizing and 

collaborating centres 

involved in Millet Mission. 

Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, 

Nutrihub-TBI briefed about 

the ongoing research and 

development activities on 

Millets Production, 

Processing and their Value 

– Addition.  
 

 

The Chief Guest Sh. Vivek 

Agarwal insisted that the 

planned strategies should 

be implemented to 

encourage nutricereals 

cultivation, value addition consumption and popularization, thereby help the marginal farmers and nutritional security 

in the nation. He also applauded the efforts of IIMR towards nutricereals promotion and the efforts for mainstreaming 

the millets in the country. 
 

 

A total of 150 delegates participated in this meeting. The other dignitaries participated in this Millets conference 

were:   Sh. Raj Bhandari, Member, NITI Ayog, Dr. Subhash Chandra, Director, DMD, Jaipur. About 25 leading millet 

entrepreneurs participated in the deliberations. The event was organized by the team of TBI-NILAN including Dr. 

Sangappa, Scientist, V Ravi Kumar, STO, under the guidance of Director, IIMR.  



 Millets Newsletter No. 188; June, 2019                          Page 2 of 6 

Training programme on “Start-up Ignition - 
Entrepreneurial Opportunities” 
 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organised one-

day training programme entitled “Start-up Ignition - 

Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Millets Production, 

Processing & Value - Addition" at Nutrihub – TBI on 22 

June, 2019. A total of 44 persons encompassing 

professionals from IT, Pharma, agricultural sector, home 

science students, housewives, existing as well as 

upcoming entrepreneurs from 6 states participated in 

this programme. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR 

welcomed the participants and briefed them about the 

purpose of organizing this training programme. Dr B 

Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub – TBI, IIMR presented the 

overview of Nutrihub and Entrepreneurial Opportunities 

in Millets Production, Processing & Value – Addition 

experiences and its impact.  Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, gave 

an overview of program. Later the participants visited the 

Centre of Excellence & Millets processing centre.  They 

were given participation certificates and free millet food 

products kit. The program was coordinated by Dr. Ravi 

Kumar, STO and Nutrihub Staff. 

 

International Yoga Day 
 

The ICAR-IIMR (Millets) celebrated 5
th

 International yoga 

day, “Festival of yoga and wellbeing” on 21 Jun 2019.  

With a view to adopt yoga in day to day life and with the 

theme of well-being and healthy life, competitions were 

conducted in music and quiz. The target audience were 

farm women and men that do drudgery in farm 

operations so that they understand the benefits of yoga 

and adopt in their lives. Quiz questions revolved around 

Yogasana and the global role of India in yoga.   Expert 

teachers in yoga, Mrs. Aruna and Dr. Singa Rao were 

invited to teach and explain postures.  They 

demonstrated the yoga exercises to the staff as per the 

CYP 2019. Eco friendly yoga indigenous accessories like 

yoga mat, yoga blocks and props were explained. The 

program was attended by all the staff members including 

contractual, RAs/SRF, students. Later health snacks 

prepared from millets were served in bio-degradable and 

natural plates. 

 

Farmers Scientist Interface Meet  
 

ICAR – Indian Institute of Millets Research, 

Rajendranagar, Hyderabad is implementing Farmers 

FIRST project at Nyalkal and Raikode Mandals of 

Sangareddy District. As a part of Farmer FIRST project, 

four interventions are being implemented in the villages 

viz. Shamshaddinpur, Chakli, Gangapur and Mamadgi. 

Farmers-Scientists interface meeting was organized with 

project stakeholders in Project village on 10 June, 2019. 

On this occasion, Sorghum, Kodo Millet, Bajra, Little & 

Foxtail millets seeds supplied to the farmers to increase 

the farm income.  Project beneficiaries expressed the 

need of Pigeon pea seeds and market for millets. A millet 

Entrepreneur, Mr. Sridhar, from Medchal assured the 

buyback of millets. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, shared 

information on Improved cultivation practices of of 

millets. Ms. Kanthisri,  Narender and  Giridhar staff  of 

Farmers FIRST project and Mr. Veershetty from Ms. SS 

Bhavani Foods also participated in the event. 

 

Training programme on ‘Cooking with Millets’ 
 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized a 

Training programme on ‘Cooking with Millets’ on 15 

June 2019 at Nutrihub-IIMR, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad 

to promote awareness of nutricereals along with 

methods for cooking healthy millet foods. On this 

occasion Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub, IIMR 

appraised the participants about the nutritive values of 
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millets and their health benefits. Dr. B Dayakar Rao CEO 

assured the participants to extend co-operation from 

Nutrihub to promote these healthy foods. In this 

programme, twenty-seven participants comprising of 11 

women and 16 male candidates belongs to different 

categories ranging from service, housewives, students, 

farmers and entrepreneurs participated with enthusiasm. 

During this programme, eight millet recipes were taught 

and demonstrated by the team of Centre of Excellence to 

the participants. The trainees were also informed about 

the RKVY - Raftaar, Agriprenurship and seed support 

programs. This programme was coordinated by Dr. V 

Ravikumar, PRO, IIMR 

 

Hindi Workshop 
 

A One day Hindi Workshop was organized at IIMR on 27 

June,2019. Shri Jaishankar Prasad Tiwari, Assistant 

Director, Central Hindi Training Sub Institute, Department 

of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India was present as subject expert. At 

the outset of the programme Dr. Jinu jecob, Scientist & 

OIC, Hindi Cell welcomed the guest lecturer & 

participants. Shri Charles Ekka, Senior Administrative 

Officer highlighted the need for Hindi workshops and 

emphasized the implementation of Official Language 

Hindi in the current perspective. He also stated the 

Ministries are also being asked to increase the 

implementation of Official Language.   
 

Shri Tiwari provided the information regarding different 

types of words & phrases used in official correspondence 

& noting, while giving practical training on noting and 

drafting/draft in Hindi during the workshop. The 

workshop concluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Mahesh 

Kumar, STO (OL). A total of 15 participants participated 

the workshop. The workshop was organised & 

coordinated by Dr. Jinu Jecob and Dr. Mahesh Kumar 

under the guidance of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, 

Hyderabad. 

 

IIMR Stall at ISTA –Seed Symposium 
 

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) organized 

seed symposium during 24 June to 3 July, 2019 at Hitex, 

HICC Complex, Hyderabad. Drs. B Venkatesh Bhat, N 

Kannababu, Sangappa, Sooganna, Mr. Raghunath 

Kulkarni, from Indian Institute of Millets Research 

participated in the symposium. During this event, ICAR-

Indian Institute of Millets Research organized seed cum 

value added products exhibition during 26-28 June 2019. 

Shri Kailash Chowdhury, Hon’ble Minister of State, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, new Delhi, 

National and International delegates, President of ISTA, 

other state level dignitaries and Farmers from Telangana, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra states 

visited IIMR stall and appreciated the technologies 

developed by IIMR. Literature on Millets production, 

processing, value addition was distributed to visitors.  

 

Millet Exhibition Stall:  
 

An exhibition on Millets, facilitating to display various 

agriculture based food processing, farm implements and 

other technologies developed by public sector, private 

sector and NGOs was organized by IIMR-Hyderabad on 

3 June, 2019. Sh. Vivek Agarwal, IAS, Joint Secretary, 

(Crops), Ministry of Agriculture, New Delhi inaugurated 

this exhibition in the presence of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, 

Director, IIMR. More than 500 visitors visited these stalls. 

IIMR also set up a stall and the importance of MIllets as 

health and nutritious food was explained to the visitors 

and the relevant literature was distributed. The visitors 

showed keen interest in millet food products, and the 

scope for entrepreneurship development. They made 

queries about franchise opportunities.  

 
Field visits under Farmer FIRST Project 
 

Staff of ICAR – Indian Institute of Millets Research, 

Rajendranagar, Hyderabad visited Farmers FIRST project 
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villages at Nyalkal and Raikode Mandals of Sangareddy 

District on 19 June, 2019. On this occasion, Seeds of 

Sorghum, Kodo, Bajra, Little & Foxtail millets given to the 

farmers. Farmers were happy with cultivation of millets 

and they were briefed the processing facility created at 

Gangapur village as Custom Hiring Centre on Millets. Dr. 

Sangappa, Scientist, Coordinated this event. 

 
Visitors: 
 

Dr. Rajendra Vanamala, Scientist from Pennsylvania 

State University, USA, working on novel foods and health 

benefits visited IIMR on 11 June, 2019. He discussed with 

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR on developing joint 

projects to validate health benefits of Millets. He also 

delivered a talk on Role of Sorghum in preventing “Colon 

Cancer” to the staff of IIMR. 

 
Maharashtra Students Visit Nutrihub -IIMR:  
A group of 45 B.Sc Agricultural students from 

Ambadasrao Warpukar College of Agriculture Warpud, 

Parbhani District, Maharashtra visited ICAR-IIMR on 11 

June, 2019. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist, briefed about the 

institute activities and later they were also given 

information on Value addition, health benefits of millets 

in the Nutrihub. Later they visited Primary Processing 

unit and food processing lab. Dr. Sangappa and Mr. Vilas 

Aghav, FS, Coordinated this event.  

 
MANAGE Trainees Exposure Visit, IIMR  
National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management 

(MANAGE), Hyderabad organized a training program 

on “Project Management Skills for Senior Officers of 

Agriculture and Allied Sector” from June 24 - 28, 2019 at 

MANAGE campus. A batch of about 30 participants 

visited ICAR – IIMR on 25th June, 2019 comprises of 

senior and middle level officials of Agriculture, 

Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Sericulture, Fisheries, 

and SMS from KVKs faculty, scientist from ICAR, SAU, 

NGOs and entrepreneurs to understand the technologies 

developed by institute and incubation center activities. 

Dr. Sangappa, scientist, briefed the activities of IIMR and 

later visited to food lab. Trainees appreciated the efforts 

made by IIMR in promoting millets across Indian states. 

 

 

CSIR- Central Food Technological Research 
Institute, Mysuru  
Memorandum of Understanding between ICAR-IIMR 
and CSIR- Central Food Technological Research Institute, 

Mysuru was signed on 24 June 2019, on for R&D in 
millet based food science and technology specially, 
collaboration in the field of millet research like 
Development of millets based phytochemicals rich 
healthy foods, Mechanization involved in millet 
processing, quality and safety standards for millet grains 
and value added products. Joint research in nutritional 
profiling, Millets based foods for infants, children, to 
benefit people with diabetes and other life style 
diseases. Dr Vilas A. Tonapi, Director ς IIMR on behalf of 
IIMR and Dr. KSMS Raghavarao, Director, CSIR-CFTRI, 
Mysuru signed the agreement.  
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Seed distribution and Sowings begin across different AICSIP centres for Kharif  



Thought for the month  

Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.  

                        -Anthony J. D'Angelo 

CELEBRATING National Year of Millets  
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Tel: 0217-2373456 
Telefax: 0217-2373456 
 

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in 

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)  

 

 
Sorghum Off -Season Nursery, Warangal  
Officer-In-Charge 
Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,  
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal. 

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030  
Tel: 040-24599300 
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Website: www.millets.res.in 
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended  

S. 

No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 M Elangovan Access & Benefit sharing for re-

search stake holders ð

Brainstorming Session organized 

by UNDP-gef. 

M NBPGR-RS,  

Hyderabad 
15 June, 

2019  

2 CV Ratnavathi 
  

Attended 21st scientific panel 

meeting of FSSAI for cereals, 

pulses, legumes and their products 

including bakery items. 

M New Delhi 17-18 

June,2019 

3 PG Padmaja IMC meeting. M NBAIR, 
Bengaluru 

17-19, 

June 2019 

4 CV Ratnavathi 
  

International Partnership Work-

shop on Dietary mycotoxin expo-

sure in India and possible link to 

chronic diseases. 

W NIN, Hydera-

bad 
19-21 

June,2019 

5 N Kannababu, 
B Venkatesh Bhat,  

Sangappa, Sooganna & 

Raghunath Kulkarni 

'Seed Symposium-ISTA 2019' S Novotel & 

HICC Complex, 

Hyderabad. 

26-28 

June, 

2019  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/anthonyjd153989.html

