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IIMR Bagged Patent for preparation of sorghum flakes  
A novel technology for value addition of grain sorghum, developed by IIMR was granted patent certificate 
by the Patent office, Government of India for the application No. 5711/CHE/2014, on “Preparing flakes 
from sorghum grains” on 29 June, 2022. The invention enumerates the process for preparation of flakes 
from sorghum starting from hydration, gelatinization and flattening through an edge runner machine, in 
which all the conditions and parameters were standardized for sorghum. The main advantage of this in-
vention is getting quality flakes in which sand is not used as heat transfer medium as with other flakes 
preparations. The inventors are Dr. B Dayakar Rao (Principal Scientist and CEO Nutrihub), Dr. CV Rat-
navathi (Principal Scientist and Acting Director, IIMR), Dr. JV Patil (Former Director, IIMR) and Dr. NG 
Malleshi, Retd. Sr. Scientist and Head, Department of Grain Science and Technology, CFTRI, Mysuru. The 
millets family extends congratulations to all the inventors. 
 
Review Meeting of Farmer FIRST Projects by ADG (Agril. Extn.), ICAR, New Delhi 
A review meeting of farmer FIRST projects (FFPs) was organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research on 15 June, 2022 under 

chairmanship of Dr. VP Chahal, ADG (Agril. Extn.), 
ICAR, New Delhi in presence of Dr. CV Ratnavathi,  
Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad., Dr. JV Prasad, Direc-
tor, ICAR-ATARI, Hyderabad and Dr. Shiv Kumar, Princi-
pal Scientist, ICAR-NIAEPR, New Delhi. PIs and Co-PIs 
of Farmer FIRST Projects from ICAR-IIMR, ICAR-CRIDA 
and ICAR-IIOR, Hyderabad participated in the meeting.  
The meeting was started with the welcome and brief 
about the FFP by Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, PI of FFP on 
millets, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. Dr.Ratnavathi wel-
comed all the participants and briefed about the insti-
tute and research activities of the ICAR-IIMR, Hydera-
bad. After brief address by the chairman Dr. VP Cha-
hal, Dr. JV Prasad, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Hyderabad 
and Dr. Shiv Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NIAEPR, 

New Delhi, the proceeding of the meeting was initiated. Dr. Chapke, Principal Investigator (PI) of FFP project on millets presented 
the progress report of 2021-22 and salient achievements of last five years (2016-17 to 2020-21), technical programme for the cur-
rent year and budget position. It was followed by Dr. KT Ramya, Co-PI along with Dr. P Lakshmamma, Co-PI presented the progress 
report 2021-22 of FFP on oilseeds and Dr. G. Nirmala, PI, FFP, ICAR-CRIDA presented the progress made during 2021-22 of FFP on 
dry land technologies. Dr. C. Sangappa, Scientist (Agril. Extension) & Co-PI, FFP on millets, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad also participated 
in this meeting. The meeting was coordinated by Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. 
 
Awareness programme on Efficient & Balanced use of fertilizers  
An awareness programme on “Efficient and Balanced use of fertilizers” programme was organized by ICAR-Indian Institute of Mil-
lets Research, Hyderabad in adopted village 
Chalki in Raikode Mandal of Sangareddy District 
of Telangana State under Farmer First Project 
on 21 June, 2022. The main objective of the 
programme was creating awareness about im-
portance of Efficient and balanced use of fertil-
izers in agriculture. About 200 farmers including 
farm women, students and teachers of Zilla 
Parishad School, project staff of ICAR-IIMR, Sh. 
Rajesh, Ex-Sarpanch of the village, other farm-
ers from Gangapur village of Jharasangam man-
dal, Sh. Veer Shetty, NGO persons from SS Bha-
vani Food and village farmers took part in the 
programme. All the participants gathered at 
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office of Chalki-Farmers Producer Organization (FPO), Shri Ra-
jappa, Chairman, Chalki-FPO welcomed all the participants and 
IIMR team. Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Principal Scientist (PS) and 
Principal Investigator (PI) of the project briefed about the pro-
gramme, details of the project objectives which were much use-
ful for their socio-economic upliftment. He urged participants to 
make efficient and balanced fertilizers use which is one of the 
most important elements of sustainable agriculture. Maintaining 
the soil health gives long term dividend to human being. Dr. 
Anuradha, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad explained about im-
portance of the programme including role of fertilizers in crops 
cultivation in light of maintaining soil health and enhancing food 
requirement of the increasing population. She also narrated 
importance of soil heath card, judicious use of fertilizers and 
nano-fertilizers. Mr. Veer Shetty, Entrepreneur, SS Bavani Foods, 
Hyderabad advised them to get their soil tested to combat prob-
lems of crop-specific over or under use of fertilizers. He also 
informed that the requirements of food are increasing and pro-
motion of millets food products would be most profitable op-
tion. They were given resource material on improved production 
and processing millets technologies in Telugu language as ready 
reference. Thereafter, the same awareness programme was 
conducted for all the students in the Zilla Parishad High School 
of the same village sensitized the students on "Efficient and bal-
anced use of fertilizers" and importance of agricultural research 
in farming. All the students took part in the programme enthusi-
astically. All the participants expressed that they could learn 
more about importance of efficient and balanced use of fertiliz-
ers and millets cultivation. This programme was coordinated by 
Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. 
 
International Yoga Day celebrated 
ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad Celebrated 
the 8thInternational Day of Yoga on 21 June, 2022 under the 
theme of “Yoga for Humanity”, in the series of events on “Azadi 

ka Amrit Mahotsav”. The program was conducted in a physical 
as well as virtual mode, in compliance to ministry of Ayurveda 
(AYUSH) and ICAR’s guidelines. Shri. Santhosh Polimera, Yoga 
Expert from Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samithi, Bapatla, Andhra 
Pradesh was the Chief Guest, who exhibited and demonstrated 
yoga asanas for rectifying and healing the ailments we come 
across during our office and field professional life. A seven-year-
old girl (Miss. Arshitha) demonstrated all the asanas along with 
the expert. A total of 60 participants (30 offline and 30 online) 
from ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad and Centre for Rabi Sorghum, So-
lapur enthusiastically participated in this event. Dr. CV Rat-
navathi, Acting Director, ICAR-IIMR welcomed Shri. Santhosh 
and briefed the importance of Yoga for human beings. She said 
yoga helps us to become strong which in turn, leads to the crea-

tion of healthier and happy family cum society. The Chief 
Guest, Shri. Santhosh Polimera explained the scientists and 
staffs on the benefits of yoga-asanas along with the demon-
stration. He also enlightened as to how yoga enhances team-
work and effective communication in day-to-day office work, 
and also imparts a lasting sense of joy, peace and fulfilment. 
Staffs of ICAR-IIMR including Scientific, Technical, Administra-
tive and field workers enthusiastically participated in this 
event. ICAR-IIMR staff also participated in the mass yoga event 
where Shri. M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Vice President of India, 
addressed the gathering at the Parade Ground, Secunderabad. 
Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Acting Director ICAR-IIMR thanked the coor-
dinators of the event Drs. KBRS Visarada, M Elangovan, S. 
Srividhya, B Amasiddha and OV Ramana for the successful con-
duct and celebrations of the International Day of Yoga. 
 
Awareness Program on Region Specific Agro-
forestry 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) Hyderabad con-
ducted Agro-forestry awareness programme at Anakapalle in 
Visakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh on 21 June, 2022 as 
a part of series of events organized under “Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav” in association with FPOs promoted by ICAR-IIMR viz., 
Vishaka Millets Farmers Producer Organization, Lambasingi 
Tribal Products Farmer Producer Organization and Girisiri Tribal 
Products Farmer Producer Organization. The objective of this 
campaign on region-specific agro-forestry is to educate the 
local bodies and thereby to increase crop production from the 
land as much as possible while maintaining the local biodiver-
sity of that region. Carrying out agro-forestry can also improve 
upon the fertility of the soil, and as there will be sustainable 
use of agricultural land for plantation of crops and trees. About 
45 farmers and farm women participated in the event. Mr. RVS 
Naidu, Project Director-ATMA- Anakapalle was the Chief Guest. 
He stated agro-forestry resulted in considerable reduction in 
cost of cultivation, improvement in the soil health and better 
yield at the same time reduces rural unemployment. Experts 
from local ICAR institutes attended the programme and stated 
that Agro-Forestry System (AFS) improves soil fertility, man-
ages microclimate, enhance ground water availability, conserve 
biodiversity, provide habitat for wildlife and enhance food se-
curity of the society.  
 
Meeting of Official Language Implementation 
Committee 
The 61st meeting of Official Language Implementation Commit-
tee was conducted at the ICAR - Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search, Hyderabad on 28 June, 2022 under the Chairmanship of 
Dr. C V Ratnavathi, Director (Acting), IIMR, Hyderabad. The 
other members including Dr. Jinu Jacob, OIC, Hindi Cell, Dr. 
Madhusudhana, OIC, PME Cell; Dr. Venkatesh Bhat, OIC, Tech-
nical & Medial Cell and OIC, Computer & Website; Dr. 
Sooganna, OIC, Library, Smt. Ritu Dalal, SAO and Member Sec-
retary, Dr. Mahesh Kumar, STO (OL) participated in this meet-
ing. During the discussion it was decided that all concerned 
should ensure that the boards and banners to be prepared by 
the Institute are trilingual / bilingual. 
 
Training for FPOs stakeholders of Odisha state 
A four-day training programme on “Value Addition and Scope 
of Natural Farming in Millets for Sustainable Farming” was or-
ganized by ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera-
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bad, in association with ARS, Vijayanagaram, and Odisha Millet 
Mission (OMM) during 20-23 June, 2022 at ARS, Vijayanagaram. 
Officials of line department, stakeholders of OMM, CEOs and 
BoDs of FPOs from different districts of Odisha participated in 
the training. The training addressed the importance of millets, 
natural farming for sustainable farming, processing and value 
addition of millets and business opportunities. Dr. TSSK Patro, 
Head, ARS-Vijayanagaram, Sh. K Srinivasa Babu, Dr. Sangappa 
and their team coordinated this training program. 
  
Training on "Advanced Capacity building for 
CEOs and BoDs of millets FPOs" 
ICAR-IIMR organized a virtual training program on "Advanced 
Capacity building for CEOs and BoDs of millets FPOs" from 27-29 
June, 2022 for six FPOs located at Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh states. On the first day of training Ms. Chandrika, SRF 
gave a lecture on "Challenges for small and marginal farmers 
and business opportunities for FPOs". The second day session 
was on "Formulation and implementation of business plans in 
FPOs" by Ms. M. Sri Sandhya. The final day session was on 
"Financial management" by Ms. Anuradha, semi-qualified CA. 
Dr. Sangappa and team coordinated the training programme. 
 
Visitors 
 

UAS, Raichur Scientists 
 

A team of UAS, Raichur scientists led by Dr. M Bheemanna, For-
mer Dean (PGS), UAS, Raichur, Dr. AG Sreenivas, Professor of 
Agril. Entomology and Dr. Uday kumar Nidoni, Professor and 
Head, Processing and Food Engineering visited IIMR on 3 June, 
2022. The team met with Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Acting Director, 

IIMR and discussed about the forthcoming Millets Workshop to 
be scheduled at UAS, Raichur during the last week of June, 
2022. 
 
Vice Chancellor, UHS, Bagalkot, Karnataka 
Dr. KM Indiresh, Vice-Chancellor, University of Horticultural Sci-
ences UHS, Bagalkot, visited ICAR-Indian Institute Millets Re-
search, Hyderabad on 10 June 2022. His visit was focused on 

exposure to millet processing facilities established at IIMR. The 
different primary processing machineries developed for millets 

cleaning, grading, de-hulling etc. and secondary processing ma-
chineries like flaking, multipurpose idli, upma, kichdi rawa mak-
ing machine, puff gun etc. were observed in demonstration 
mode. The plant manager Mr. Amarkanth explained the proce-
dure and principal involved in running the machineries. He ap-
preciated the efforts put in developing the facilities and running 
them by establishing incubation infrastructure for emerging 
entrepreneurs. Later he had interaction with Director, Dr. CV 
Ratnavathi for probable future collaborative area in millet-horti 
crops blended product development and research. The visit was 
coordinated by Drs. B Amasiddha, A Srinivas and Ravi Kumar 
Vemula. (Photo) 
 
UAS Dharwad UG Students  
About 25 students of B.Sc., Food Technology course, from Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad, visited ICAR-IIMR, 
Hyderabad On 13 June, 2022 to understand the activities of 
IIMR as a part of their South India study tour. The students 

were briefed about the mandate, activities and pivotal role of 
IIMR in various research activities like varietal development, 
processing, value addition of millets besides the activities of 
FPOs sponsored by IIMR in various states. (Photo) 
 
VNMKV, Parbhani students 
 

About 100 Fourth semester Agriculture B.Sc  students of Shree 
Chhatrapati Shahu Phule Ambedkar College of Agriculture, 
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Ashti, Beed district, affiliated to VNMKV, Parbhani visited ICAR-
IIMR on 28 June 2022 as a part of their educational study tour. 
The students visited the Gene bank, various labs, CoE and Nutri-
hub facilities. The scientists of IIMR briefed the students on vari-
ous ongoing research activities at IIMR. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Prin-
cipal Scientist and CEO of Nutrihub briefed about its activities 
and value addition of millets. This visit was coordinated by Drs. 
Anuradha Narala, Senior Scientist and A Srinivas, Scientist.  
 
Visit of Director (OL), ICAR, New Delhi 
 

Smt. Seema Chopra, Director (OL) & Shri Manoj Kumar, CTO 
(OL), Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi visited 
the ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on 
18th June, 2022. Dr. C V Ratnavathi Director, ICAR-IIMR briefed 
them about Research and Development activities, besides the 
Official Language Implementation activities conducted at IIMR, 
Hyderabad. Smt. Seema Chopra suggested her to ensure Official 
Language Implementation, so that we do not unbalance during 
the inspection done by the Committee of Parliament on Official 
Language. She also suggested that all the boards & banners of 
the institute should be in trilingual/bilingual as per Official Lan-
guage Rules. Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (OL) 
was coordinated the visit. 
 
FPO activities 
 

Millet seeds distributed: ICAR-IIMR FPO project team ar-
ranged to dispatch 9373 Kgs of various millets seeds for 25 FPOs 
located at Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Madhya 
Pradesh on 4 June, 2022 for cultivation in this Kharif season. 
 
Visit to FPOs of Kalaburgi, Raichur and Yadgir: ICAR-IIMR 
project team visited four FPOs located at Kalaburgi, Raichur and 

Yadgir districts in Karnataka during 13-17 June, 2022 to monitor 
the activities and guide the CEOs and Directors of SFAC FPOs. 
 
WDD sponsored FPOs activities reviewed: A review meet-
ing of the Watershed Development Department (WDD) spon-

sored FPOs located at Karnataka wad held on 21 June, 2022. 
Dr. Sangappa, and his team from ICAR-IIMR participated in the 
meeting. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Venkatesh, IAS and 
Commissioner of WDD. Dr. Srinivas, Director of Agriculture also 
participated in the deliberations.  
 
Activities of FPOs of Telangana reviewed: Dr. Sangappa 
and his team attended a FPOs review meeting held at HACA 
bhavan, Hyderabad on 23 June, 2022. Dr. Sangappa briefed 

about the progress of the four FPOs promoted by ICAR-IIMR 
which are implemented by NABARD and NCDC in Telangana. 
 
FPOs submitted Equity applications at SFAC, New Delhi: 
The signatory authority directors of four SFAC - FPOs of IIMR 
located at Karnataka, submitted equity application to Deputy 

Director of SFAC, New Delhi on 24 June, 2022 and also at-
tended the meeting conducted by SFAC. 
 
Visit to Model FPO at Bagalkot: ICAR-IIMR FPO project team 
visited Ranna FPO located at Bagalkot district of Karnataka to 

study the key factors responsible for the success of the FPO on 
13 June, 2022. 
 
 



Memoranda of Understandings 
 

The following Memoranda of Agreements / Understandings were made through ITMU, ICAR-IIMR, signed at ICAR-IIMR during the 
June2022. Dr.CV Ratnavathi, Director (Acting), IIMR, on behalf of IIMR signed the agreements. The details are as follows: 
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S. 
No. 

Date Licensee Purpose Authorized signa-
tory of Licensee 

Presence of/  
Witnessed by 

1. 01.06.22 Shahushree Herbal Ayurvedic 
Products, Solapur 

Collaboration for 
Research and 
Extension 

Archana Ranware, 
Proprietor 

Parashuram Patroti 
and  J Stanley 

2 08.06.22 UPAYAM Foundation,  
Hyderabad 

Collaboration for 
millet FPO  
Promotion 

Abhilash Varma, 
Chief Operating 
Officer 

K Srinivas Babu,  
Sangappa and 
J Stanley 

3 16.06.22 Horticulture Produce  
Management Institute, UP 

Collaboration for 
promotion of  
millets 

Satyen Yadav, 
President 

B Dayakar Rao and 
 J Stanley. 

4 18.06.21 Germanten Hospitals, 
Hyderabad 

Treatment of IIMR 
Beneficiaries 

Mir Jawed Zar Khan, 
Chairperson 

J Stanley 

5 18.06.22 Citizens Specialty Hospitals, 
Hyderabad 

Treatment of IIMR 
Beneficiaries 

Prabhakar Palacharla, 
Regional Director 

J Stanley 

6 18.06.22 Avani Ayurveda Pvt Ltd,  
Chhattisgarh 

10 Millet Value 
added products 

Mukesh K Agarwal, 
Prod. Manager 

B Dayakar Rao 
and J. Stanley 

7 28.06.22 Raichur, Ballari, Koppal & 
Vijaya nagar Dist Coop Milk 
Producers Societies Union Ltd, 
Karnataka 

Licensing of multi-
cut Forage  
Sorghum hybrid 
CSH 24 MF 

T Thirupathappa, 
Managing Director 

AV Umakanth, 
B Venkatesh Bhat 
and J Stanley 

UPAYAM Foundation Avani Ayurveda Pvt Ltd Coop Milk Producers Societies Union Ltd.  

Horticulture Produce Management Institute Shahushree Herbal Ayurvedic  Germanten Hospital 
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Get... Set... for the……. 

S. 
No. 

Name of Employee Programme details Category Dates 

1 Mahesh Kumar Inspection Meeting of ICAR-Indian Institute of Rice Research 
by the Committee of Parliament on Official Language to  
review the activities of Official Language Implementation at  
Hotel Taj Krishna, Hyderabad 

M 18  June, 2022 

2 Mahesh Kumar Official Language Implementation Committee meeting as a 
Member Secretary at  IIRR, Hyderabad 

M 27  June, 2022 

Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) Hyderabad organised awareness programmes on millets cultivation, production, 
utilization and value addition in Bapatla Agro 
and Food Processing cluster in the project site 
villages of Nanduru, Gavinivaripalem and Mar-
ripudi in Guntur and Bapatla Districts, Andhra 
Pradesh during 9-11th June, 2022. under its 
project Implementation of fund for Regenera-
tion of Traditional Industries. The awareness 
programmes on cultivation, production and 
value addition of millets as well as black gram 
and red gram were organized at project imple-
menting villages. In these events Board of Di-
rectors of Bapatla Agro Producer Company 
Limited participated and created awareness 

among farmers. In these villages farmers usually grow pulses mainly green-gram and black-gram in rice-fallows as a relay crop in 
rice field under zero tillage. Gradually, there is a hike in cultivation area of sorghum and other millets in Guntur and Bapatla dis-
tricts due to the efforts of scientists of IIMR, ANGRAU and state agriculture departments.  Now people are well aware of impor-
tance of millets and their nutritional health benefits. 
 

During these awareness programmes, Dr. B Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist, highlighted the importance of millets and pulses 
value addition. He also mentioned about the increasing demand, non- availability of millets seed, cost of millets and advised to 
farmers to utilize these factors as opportunity and   make these clusters successful to cater the needs of the people to some 
extent and more remunerative to the farmers. These meetings are coordinated and organized by Dr B Subbarayudu. This pro-
ject is funded by National Institute for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (ni-MSME). 

Awareness  programme on Bapatla Agro and Food Processing cluster  


