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Learning workshop on” Sorghum for health and
business: Value-addition of sorghum and sweet
sorghum”

A three day learning workshop on “Sorghum for health and
business: Value-addition of sorghum and sweet sorghum” was

Dr. Sasikiran , Director, NIN emphasizing the inherent
qualities of millets in  his inaugural speech

organized jointly by NRCS and Society for Millets Research
(Regd), during 7- 9 March 2007 at NRCS. Total 25 participants

from Dept of Agriculture of Government of AP (2), Tamil Nadu
(3) and Maharashtra (2), officers from private sector
entrepreneurs (11), distilleries (4), NGO’s (2) and farmers (1)

Dr. NGP Rao makes a point during valedictory speech
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participated in this programme. Dr. Sesikeran, Director, NIN
inaugurated the workshop with a key note address on
sorghum’s inherent characteristics for claiming as nutritious
and health food. The Director, NRCS emphasized need for
their promotion and called the entrepreneurs and others to
cooperate with NRCS in this endeavour so that sorghum
consumption increases, thus benefiting growers. Experts on

∫Á…b~yÆ [ƒÁ∫ EåÏÃÊáÁå Nı̨ ¸ Nz̨  uN¿̨ ÆÁN˛¬Áú EÁ{∫ E.ßÁ.Ã.[ƒÁ.G.ú. Nz̨  Ã™ÁYÁ∫
     “{t∫Á§Át     ÃÁz¬ÁúÏ∫ ƒ∫ÊT¬

Happenings at NRC for Sorghum, and AICSIP NewsHappenings at NRC for Sorghum, and AICSIP News
Serial No.42                                        Hyderabad   h Solapur   h Warangal                                               March, 2007



nutrition and health, alternate and industrial uses, and sweet
sorghum R&D and other topics on entrepreneurship
development were presented by staff from ASCI,
Venkateshwara Hatcheries, Praj industries and Distilleries, and
ANGRAU. NRCS R&D team proactively participated in
disseminating the latest information on the subjects like sweet
sorghum. The participants were asked to make presentations
on their own experiences. Two field visits (to ICRISAT and
NIRD, Hyderabad) were arranged for the benefit of participants.
Sorghum-based health foods were exhibited and snacks were
distributed during the course of the workshop. Dr. NGP Rao,
President, Society for Millets Research, was the chief guest
of the valedictory function and exhorted the participants to
extract more value from sorghum and its products. Dr. Dayakar
Rao was the course director and Drs. Ch Sashidhar Reddy,
CV Ratnavathi and SS Rao were the course coordinators.

Research Advisory Committee meeting

The seventh Research Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting
was held under the Chairmanship of Dr IV Subba Rao, Former
Vice Chancellor, ANGRAU, Hyderabad at NRCS during 25-26

Institute Biosafety Committee (IBSC) meeting

The Institute Biosafety Committee (IBSC) meeting was held
on 15 March 07 under the Chairmanship of Director, NRCS to
discuss the implementation of the biosafety issues at the
institute. The other members of the committee were,
Dr. V Dashawanth Reddy, Director, CPMB, Osmania University
(DBT-Nominee), Dr N. Sarala, Principal Scientist, DRR (External
member) and, Dr SV Rao Principal Scientist, NRCS (Member-
secretary). Drs. SL Kaul, KBRS Visarada, BV Bhat, and R
Madhusudhana (NRCS Scientists). The committee reviewed
the on-going biotechnology research projects and biosafety
measures implemented by the institute.   IBSC agreed to the
application of Dr Visarada to RCGM for the limited field tests

March, 2007. Other distinguished members present were: Drs.
S Lingappa, R Bhat, BN Narkhede (Retd. Sorghum Breeder,
MPKV, Rahuri), Sh. Govind Pawar (Farmers representative,
Umerga, Maharashtra), Dr. N Seetharama, Director NRCS and
Dr. C Aruna Reddy,  Member-secretary. ICAR was represented
by  Dr. SN Shukla, ADG (FFC). The Director presented an
overview of the progress made at NRCS during 2006-07, and
projected short-term plan for sorghum R&D which was fully
supported by relevant documents submitted to the committee.
The research area leaders presented the progress of research
of the projects under each research area. All scientists
participated in the deliberations. The Chairman appreciated
the overall efforts being put in building the pedigree database
at NRCS. The members were quite impressed with the
increased number of publications at NRCS, They suggested
to further improve the quality of publications considering the
impact factor of journals as published by NRCS. On second
day, a field and lab visit was arranged.

Institute Management Committee meeting

The 15th Institute Management Committee (IMC) meeting
was held at NRCS on 25 March, 2007under the chairmanship
of the Director. The members of IMC present were: Dr. IV
Subba Rao,  Former Vice Chancellor, ANGRAU, Hyderabad
Sh. Govind Pawar (Farmers representative, Umerga,
Maharashtra), VS Subramanian, AFAO, NAARM, Hyderabad,
MS Raut, Pr. Scientist, CRS (NRCS) Solapur, Dr. SV Rao, Pr.
Scientist NRCS, and Sh. KJ Mathai, Administrative Officer,
NRCS.   The agenda items based on the notes circulated by
the Administrative Officer were discussed.

The RAC meet in progress

Dr. Dashwanht Reddy (second from left) observing
transgenic plants in the glass house

of Bt transgenic material and for advancement of generation
in transgenic Bt plants with cry1Aa and cry1B for resistance
to stem borer. Later, the committee inspected biosafety
measures practiced at the laboratories. It was agreed to develop
radioactive facility at NRC Sorghum. New project on Apomixis
supported by the National Fund for basic research work by Dr
V Bhat was discussed, and it was approved. No bio-hazards
were recorded according to the Medical Officer, Dr Nuzhath
Fathima.

Evaluation of Capacity building (ACIAR funded project)

Dr. MA. Cynthia Bantilan, Global Theme Leader (Markets,
Policy & Impacts), ICRISAT visited NRCS on 20 March, 07.
She interacted with the project Scientists Drs. Kaul SL, Rao
SV and Kumar SR to evaluate the capacity building process in
the project entitled “Overcoming production constraints to

sorghum in the rainfed environments in India and Australia”.
This project was funded by the Australian Centre for
International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) for a four year
period from 1997-2000 and involved ICAR, ICRISAT and
Australian Institutions. A draft report prepared for ACIAR by

Dr. MA Bantilan being appraised outcome of the ACIAR-ICAR
collaborative work by NRCS scientists
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Centre for International Economics (CIE), Canberra & Sydney
on ‘Evaluation of capacity building’ formed the basis of initial
discussions and the possible future interactions. She was here
to seek the views on the contents of the draft proposed
evaluation and for comments and suggestions for future
collaborative works.

Field day and Interaction meet

Field day and an interaction meet of Institute Research
Committee were organized for at NRCS on 8 -9 March, 2007
NRCS scientists and technical officers participated in the field

day and the deliberations. The IRC chairman and, the Director
NRCS monitored the field experiments, B & R line nurseries,
germplasm for improved quality and yield, hybridization
programme, shoot pests nurseries, development of population
development activities for biotic and abiotic stresses, DUS
characterization etc.

2-day Book Exhibition at NRCS

Two days book exhibition was organized at NRCS on 7- 8
March 2007 at NRCS to select the relevant books by the staff
for their use to be procured by NRCS Library committee. Many
staff members visited this exhibition and 13 officials placed
indent for new books .

AICSIP NEWS

New officer Incharge  at Indore :  Dr. SN Upadhyay,
Entomologist has taken-over the charge as officer Incharge
of AICSIP at Indore from 1 March, 2007.

Off Season Nursery at Hyderabad : Two OSN trials from
Udaipur and Pantnagar conducted at Hyderabad have been
harvested. Pantnagar trials recorded good seed set. These
lines will be used under AICSIP testing programme in ensuing
season.

Visitors

Students: Thirty students of M. Sc. Biotechnology from SP
Women’s University, Tirupati along with four faculty members
visited Biotechnology, biochemistry and MAS labs of NRCS
on 5 March, 2007 as a part of their educational tour. They
also visited various facilities at NRCS and interacted with
various scientific staff.

Students of TR Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development,
Perambalur, (Tamil Nadu) along with two of their faculty
members Dr. P Athi Murthy and B Prabhakar visited NRCS on
14 March, 2007 on their educational tour. They visited

Biotechnology, Alternate Uses and MAS labs and other various
facilities at NRCS. Dr. Sashidhar Reddy coordinated these
visits.

Farmers: Dr. Kantha Raja and SA Patil, coordinators from
extension education unit, KVK, Gulbarga along with 19 farmers
visited NRCS on 6 March 2007 as a part of their visit to
various research organizations in Hyderabad. Dr. R
Madhusudhana explained them about suitable improved kharif
& rabi sorghum and sweet sorghum cultivars by taking around
NRCS experimental fields in new area.

Appointment

Mr. K Suresh Kumar  joined at NRCS as lower
division clerk (LDC) on 1 March, 2007.

Mr. Ram Swaroop Meena, joined at NRCS (CRS) Solapur as
Field Man (T1) on 12th March, 2007.
congratulations to both and welcome to NRCS family!

Promotion

Mr. Md. Inayet Uddin, SSG II, was promoted
to the post of lower division clerk (LDC) from
9 March, 2007 on the recommendations of
the DPC.

M. Sc. for Mrs. Annapurna

Mrs. A Annapurna, TO (T6) has completed
her post graduation in Microbiology from
Acharya Nagarjuna University.
Congratulations!

NRCS contingent at ICAR South Zone sports meet

NRCS contingent actively participated in many events in the
ICAR Inter-Institutional Tournament, (Southern Zone) which
was held during March 2 - 6, 2007.  This meet was organized
by National Academy of Agricultural Research Management,
Hyderabad. A total of 37 participants participated in this event.

Mushrooms on sorghum hay

NRCS has taken up the mushroom cultivation on pilot scale
basis under the revenue generation scheme. Initially edible
type oyster mushroom (Pleurotus sp) was cultivated on the

this on sorghum based compost soon on a large scale, and
demonstrate to visiting farmers.
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rice straw compost, and
bountiful crop of
mushroom was
harvested.  It was
distributed to the staff
for checking product
quality and was
accepted by most of the
staff for its taste. NRCS
has plans to cultivate

New crosses  being assessed by the scientists
during field day



Meeting (M)/ Workshop (W)/ Training (T) attended

1 N Seetharama Meeting on “Mega Seed project “ M ICAR, 1-2 Mar, 07.
New Delhi

2 N Seetharama & Joint ICRISAT-Global Crop Diversity Trust Expert M ICRISAT, 12-14
M Elangovan  Consultation Meeting for “Developing a Hyderabad Mar, 07

Strategy for the Global Conservation of Sorghum
Genetic Resources”

3 S Indira & National conference on “Organic waste utilization C ANGRAU, 15 -17
TGN Rao and eco-friendly technologies for crop protection” Hyderabad  Mar, 07

4  N Seetharama  & Workshop on Biosafety for state agricultural W ANGRAU 26-27
 KBRS Visarada universities organized by Min. of Env and Forests, Hyderabad

GOI im association with ANGRAU and BCIL ,New Delhi  Mar,07
5 S Indira & SL Kaul IMC meeting at NRC-Women in Agriculture, M NRCWA,

Bhubaneshwar. Bhubaneshwar 29 Mar, 07

S.
No. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Date

Official Tours

1 Vilas A Tonapi UAS, Dharwad 10 March, 07 Delivered invited lectures on patents, trade marks,
PCT & Impact of IPR on Agriculture

2 N Seetharama DBT, New Delhi 13 Mar, 07 To present progress report on network projects
on Biotechnology of millets.

3 N Seetharama PRDIS, Kismatpur, 17 Mar, 07 Valedictory meeting of training programme on "Agri clinics
C Sashidhar Reddy Hyderabad  and Agri Business Centres"

S.
No. Name of the Official Place Visited Date Purpose
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Thought for the month

“Kind words may be short and easy to
speak, but their echoes are truly endless.”

-Mother Teresa
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Dr. SN Shukla emphasizing the use of Hindi in research organizations
for better dissemination of scientific technology to the rural farmers


