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Dr. SV Rao, Acting Director of DSR

As per the council’s order Dr. SV Rao, Principal Scientist has
taken over the charge as “Acting Director” for
Directorate of Sorghum Research on 1 March,
2010 after superannuation of former Director Dr.
N Seetharama. All the official communications
related to DSR and AICSIP may be addressed to
Dr. S\ Rao. His e-mail id is
svrao@sorghum.res.in.

Review meeting of ICAR-ICRISAT partnership
research projects

DSR participated in the review meeting of ICAR-ICRISAT
partnership research projects held at ICAR, New Delhi on
March 10 -11, 2010. Dr S Ayyappan, DG, ICAR and Secretary,
DARE emphasized on the increasing demand for the pulses
and stressed the need to utilize rice fallows for pulse production
in India. Dr William D. Dar, DG, ICRISAT, highlighted the need
of system-wide production in an integrated crop management.
Dr CLL Gowda, ICRISAT briefed the achievements of total 29
collaborative projects for the period 2006-2008. The progress
made in each project was presented by the respective Principal
Investigator. Dr SV Rao, Acting Director, presented the
achievements and future plans of Sorghum. The other
dignitaries participated in the deliberations were: Dr SK Dultta,
DDG (CS), ICAR, Dr D. Hoisington, DDG, ICRISAT, Dr Dua,
ADG (FF & C), Dr RV Patil, ADG (Seeds), and Dr PP
Rajendran, ADG (Plant Protection). Total 35 participants
attended the meeting.

Press meet on sorghum cultivation in rice

fallows at Tenali

A press meet cum media coverage of sorghum fields was
organized at K. Konduru village near Tenali town in Guntur
district on March 19, 2010. In the last two years farmers are
being made aware of the improved technologies of sorghum
production in rice-fallows and other innovative ways of its
utilization. Dr. B Subbarayudu, Senior Scientist from DSR,
Hyderabad addressed the meet and explained about the new
cultivars suitable for rice fallows, management of sorghum
diseases, package of practices to be followed for getting higher
yields, and the value-added products of sorghum. Progressive
farmers Sh. Karumanchi Apparao and Jetti Sambasiva Rao
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also explained their personal experience with sorghum
cultivation and expressed their satisfaction on higher yield
potential of CSH 16. This programme was widely covered by
both print and visual media.

DSR - ILRI meet on stover quality

The scientists from DSR and ILRI met to review the outcome of
collaborative research activity on stover quality analysis and to
discuss the future plan. Drs. Michael Blummel and Nancy
Johnson from ILRI and Drs. SV Rao, Acting Director, N

! !

N

Discussions in progress on future course of collaboration in the area of forage and stover
quality in sorghum

Seetharama former Director, B Venkatesh Bhat, C Aruna,
Senior scientists and Mr. OV Ramana (TO), from DSR
participated in the deliberations on March 24, 2010 at DSR.
The group reviewed the outcome of joint research activities and
future course of collaboration in the area of forage and stover
quality in sorghum.

Monitoring of sorghum trials under rice fallows

Sorghum scientists Drs. JS Mishra and RR Chapke, visited FLD
sites near Tenali in Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh, to
monitor the performance of sorghum cultivars in rice-fallows
under zero tillage from March 23-25, 2010. They took live
samples and feedback from the farmers.

Millet Mela cum nutritionist's meet on millet food
systems

DSR set up a sorghum stall in the exhibition organized on the
eve of Millet Mela-cum-Nutritionist's Meet on Millet Food
Systems, conducted by ANGRAU to promote the therapeutic
value of millets on March 18, 2010 in collaboration with Deccan
Development Society, Hyderabad. The exhibition was
inaugurated by Dr. P. Geervani, former Dean of Home Science,
ANGRAU. Dr. Satheesh, Convener, Millet Network of India, Dr.
Mahtab Bamiji, Former Director of National Institute of Nutrition,
Hyderabad also visited the stall. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, Consortia
Principal Investigator, NAIP Millet Value Chain project outlined
the value chain activities in the project for promotion of millets.
Millet and millet products were displayed in the DSR stall and a
large number of participants such as researchers, policy
makers, scientists, private sector delegates, and students
visited the stall. The exhibition was organized by the team led
by Dr B Dayakar Rao, CPl, DSR-NAIP-Millets Value Chain
project. The event was extensively covered by print and
electronic media.

Commercialization of sorghum products in the
Market

As part of entrepreneurship development activity and
popularization of sorghum ready-to-eat products in the market,
Directorate of Sorghum Research in association with Reliance
Industries Limited conducted a meeting with the Managers of
the Reliance Retail fresh on 15 March 2010. This was
organized to enlighten the marketing staff on health benefits of
sorghum foods. Dr. S.V. Rao, Acting Director of DSR explained

the importance of sorghum foods and the efforts of DSR team
in promotion and commercialization of sorghum food products.

Marketing managers of Reliance being explained on commercialization of sorghum
products

A film on operation of roti making machine screened and live
demonstration of various sorghum ready-to-eat products was
also organized. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CPl of the project
explained the objectives and current progress of the project to
the Reliance staff. This event was organized in coordination
with Mr. Ramachandra, Marketing Manager of Reliance.

Road shows to popularize sorghum foods

As a part of continual promotional activity of sorghum products
under NAIP subproject, road-shows were organized every
weekend in the month of March, 2010 at Reliance, Spencers,
Food Bazaar Super markets, and Malls. They were also held in
public places like Indira Park, KBR Park. These nutritional
awareness camps clarified many doubts of customers about

nutrition. Majority of the customers sought regular supply of
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Road show: Public keen to know the health benefits and food products of
sorghum

these products on-shelves of the malls. DSR provided jowar
product samples to the customers for tasting jowar foods to
collect the feedback. These Road-shows were organized by
Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, and the event managers M/s S8 Medeas
who were outsourced specifically for the purpose. Mr. Raghu
who is chief of M/s VSR foods actively participated in the
programme. NAIP team including, Kiranmai, Sriharsha,
Rajeshwari, Shailaja, Pavan kumar and others actively
participated in these road shows.

Media Coverage

TV - 5: A popular Telugu news channel TV-5 telecasted an
interview with Dr. B Dayakar Rao, on of sorghum crop and its
utilities, on 12 March 2010 in their farmers’ programme entitled
“‘Annapurna”. The programme also covered the sorghum
processing unit at DSR, Hyderabad.

Sakshi TV: Sakshi Television, one of the popular news
channel in Telugu conducted a live Interview with Dr. B.
Dayakar Rao, in a farm activities related programme “Palle
Thalli” on 26 March, 2010. The purpose of the live programme
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was to interact with the farmers giving
recommendations and suggestions to their queries.

necessary

Dr. Padmaja on deputation

Dr. PG Padmaja, Sorghum entomologist at DSR, is
selected for deputation to  Rothamsted
International, UK to pursue Post-Doctoral
Research on "Role of plant volatiles and leaf
surface waxes in imparting resistance to shoot fly,
Atherigona soccata (Rondani) in sorghum" for a
period of 6 months.

Young Scientist award to Ms. Bhagavathi

Ms. S. Bhagavathi working as SRF, in DBT project received
“Young scientist” award during the “First IFIP International
conference on Bioinformatics” organized by Sardar Vallabhai
National Institute of Technology (SVNIT), at Surat. The
conference was held from March, 25-28, 2010, and was
attended by more than 1800 participants comprising both
natlonal and |nternat|onal subject matter speC|aI|sts from
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Ms. S Bhagavathi receiving the young scientist award

HongKong, Thailand, Japan, Singapore, Czechoslovakia,
Austria, Malaysia, and Germany. Ms. Bhagawathi received the
award for her poster and paper presentation on, "In silico
approach to gene expression data analysis for selection of
potential target genes for molecular modeling and inhibitor
design for lung cancer”". This Young Scientist award carries a
cash prize of Rs.25000, medal and certificate. The entire
sorghum family congratulates her for this achievement and
wishes many more laurels in future.

New appointments

Mr. P Sathish joined at DSR,

Hyderbad as Stenographer Grade - llI

on March 10, 2010 and Mr
. Raghunath Kulakarni as T-

(Technical Assistant) at DSR, Jalna’
centre on March 17, 2010.
Congratulations to both, and welcome
to DSR family!

il

Raghunath
Kulkarni

P Sathish

Superannuation of Rameshwar Dayal

Sh. Rameshwar Dayal (T- 6), who served the
institute in the capacity of the Farm Superintendent, .
superannuated from Councils service on March 31, vy
2010. DSR staff wishes him a very happy retired life.

DSR bagged new project from DBT

The project entitled “Relating differential gene expression in
sorghum hybrids and parental lines at critical developmental
stages with heterosis” was sanctioned by Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Govt. of India under Rapid Grant for
Young Investigators (RGYI) scheme. Dr. P Rajendra Kumar,
Sr. Scientist will be the Principal Investigator and

Drs.B.Venkatesh Bhat and K.Hariprasanna are the Co-
Investigators for this new project. Congratulations to the team.

Visitors

Farmers from Guntur

Ms. K Amala Kumari, MAO, Tenali, Ms. G Sundari, MAO,
Kolluru along with 20 farmers from Guntur district visited DSR
on March 10, 2010 as a part of their visit to various research
organizations in Hyderabad. Dr. B Subbarayudu explained
them about improved kharif & Rabi sorghum technology, seed
availability and profitability from sorghum. Drs. RR Chapke and
JS Mishra also addressed the farmers and explained about the
rice-fallow sorghum cultivation practice. The farmers visited the
demonstration plots and food processing lab.

Farmers from Adilabad

Thirty five farmers from Adilabad district, led by Mr. K Ravinder
Naik, SMS (Extn), Sr. Scientist, KVK, ANGRAU visited DSR on
March 26 2010. The purpose of the visit was to expose them to

4

Dr. SV Rao, Acting Director, addressing farmers on cultivation practices of
sorghum

new technological innovations, farm management, and other
issues in agriculture. The group also visited alternate uses lab.
Drs. SV Rao, Director, B Subbarayudu and Ch Sashidhar
Reddy, briefed the visitors about ongoing research activities,
package of practices for production and protection.

School children

A total of 53 school children from Ravindra Bharati School,
Vijayanagar Colony, Hyderabad under the leadership of Mr. P
Madhu and two teachlng faculty visited DSR on March 08 and

School children listening to the Director on nutritious food items of sorghum

March 10, 2010 as a part of their educational tour. Dr. SV Rao,
In-charge Director narrated the research and other activities at
DSR. This was followed by screening on package of practices
to be followed for cultivation of sorghum and sweet sorghum.
The visit was facilitated by Mr. Promod Kumar.

Family news

Mr. Ch. Lakshmikanth, S/o Ch. Suresh Kumar,
UDC, and 9™ class student of Adarsha Vidyalaya
High school, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad won first
prize in mono acting competitions held recently at §
his school. Congratulations to Mr. Lakshmikanth.
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Meeting (M)/ Symposia (S)/ Workshop (W)/ Training (T) / Conference (C) attended
S. Name of the Participated in Type Venue Dates
No Official
1 SV Rao & VR Bhagwat Meeting on ICAR - ICRISAT Collaborative projects M ICAR, New Delhi 10-11 Mar, 10
2 Vilas A Tonapi Meeting of Zonal technology management committee M CIFT, Cochin 12-13 Mar, 10
3 AV Umakanth ZREAC meetings organized by ANGRAU M DWMA, Nalgonda | 22 Mar, 10
4 SS Rao & AV Umakanth Seminar-cum- workshop on “Mechanization of sweet S/W CRIDA, 23 Mar, 10
sorghum”. Hyderabad
5 SV Rao, SS Rao & Annual Progress Review and Workplan Development M ICRISAT, 26-27 Mar, 10
AV Umakanth Meeting of ICAR-ICRISAT- NAIP Sub-project “Sweet Patancheru
Sorghum Ethanol Value Chain Development’
6 VR Bhagwat Seminar on “Climate change and possible impacts on S PD on Poultry, 27 Mar,10
poultry Industry” Hyderabad
Official Tours
S. Name of the Official | Place Visited Dates Purpose
No
1 BS Rayudu Tenali 27 Feb — To monitor stemborer incidence on sorghum cultivars at Kondur
Mar 3, 10 village near Tenali.
2 HS Talwar Tandur 6 Mar, 10 Monitoring of crop and recording observations
3 GS Prasad & AP Singh Tandur 8 & 23 Mar, 10 Selection and harvesting of F4, F5 generation material
4 Pramod Kumar Visakhapatnam | 9-10 Mar, 10 Monitoring of FLD in rice fallows in Visakhapatnam district.
5 AP Singh CRS, Solapur 17-18 Mar, 10 Harvesting of AICSIP entomology trials
6 HS Talwar New Delhi 22-23 Mar, 10 To visit finance division at ICAR / IARI regarding ACIAR project.
7 Vilas A Tonapi UAS, Dharwad 23-25 Mar, 10 Ergot screening
8 JS Mishra & RR Chapke | Tenali 25-27 Mar, 10 Collection of plant samples and farmers’ perceptions on FLDs on
sorghum in rice-fallows during post rabi 2009-10

Thought for the month

"The difference between the impossible and the possible lies in a person's determination."

Tommy Lasorda
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