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  Serial No. 185                                     Hyderabad  ◘  Solapur  ◘  Warangal            March, 2019 

AGM of AICRP-Small Millets at BAU, Ranchi 

The 30th Annual Group Meetings 
of the All India Coordinated 
Research Project on Small Millets 
was held during 07-08 March, 
2019 at Birsa Agriculture 
University (BAU), Ranchi. The 
group meeting was formally 
inaugurated by the Chief Guest 
Dr. RK Singh, Asst. Director 
General (F & FC), Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research, New 
Delhi. Dr. Parvinder Kaushal, Vice 
Chancellor, BAU, Ranchi chaired 
the inaugural session. Dr. DN 
Singh, Director of Research 
&Director of Administration, BAU 
welcomed the guests and the delegates.  Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad 
presented the research highlights and reviewed the work at AICRP centres. He highlighted the progress made in different 
disciplines. Dr. Prabhakar, Former PC-Small Millets, Bengaluru and Dr. Dinesh Kumar, Principal Scientist (F&FC) were the Guest 
of Honours. Dr. Prabhakar elaborated on the role of small millets in food and nutritional security in the developing countries 
and their tremendous health benefits of millets.  
 
The chief guest Dr. RK Singh, Assistant Director General (F&FC), in his address commended the millet workers for the excellent 
work they have done in spite of several constraints. Though millets have lost considerable area since 1970 the production has 

not dropped proportionately. He said that this 
speaks of the contribution made by the scientists 
in the form of improved technologies over the 
years. In his chairman’s address, Dr. Parvinder 
Kaushal, Vice Chancellor, BAU, pointed out the 
importance of millets as staple and healthy food. 
He pointed out the need for high-yielding 
cultivars for the state of Jharkhand. He hoped 
that gaining popularity of millets can improve 
the status of farmers of Jharkhand with higher 
economic growth. Drs. RC Agarwal, Registrar, 
PPV&FRA, New Delhi and Dr. Sushil Pandey, 
Principal Scientist, NBPGR, New Delhi delivered 
the special lectures.  During the meet, Best 

performing centre team award for 2018-19 was presented to Athiyandal (Tamil Nadu) and Hanumanamatti (Karnataka) and 
the respective scientists were felicitated. A total of six publications from IIMR, Hyderabad and one each from BAU, Ranchi, and 
ANGRAU, Vijayanagaram were released by the dignitaries. A total of 75 participants from AICRP centres, IIMR, DMD, ICRISAT, 
other governmental and non-governmental organizations besides staff of BAU, Ranchi, participated in this meet. 
 
Over two days, the deliberations were on review of progress of all AICRP-Small Millets (SM) centres, review of results of the 
previous year’s experiments, and formulation of discipline-wise technical programme, among other things. The BAU, Ranchi 
team led by Dr. ZA Haider, Head Department of Plant Breeding and officer In-charge, AICRP- SM, and   Dr. Jayaram Gowda, 
officer In-charge, AICRP- SM, Bengaluru coordinated the meeting. The copies of complete proceedings of this annual group 
meeting are being dispatched separately and e-copy will be placed at our website after the proceedings are approved by the 
council. 
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Millets stall at Krishi Vigyana Mela, New Delhi 

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute organized a Krishi 
Vigyana Mela to showcase innovations in farming 

technologies at Mela Ground, Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute, Pusa, New Delhi during 5‐7 March, 2019. ICAR‐
Indian Institute of Millets Research setup a stall and 
showcased improved production, processing and value added 
technologies of millets.  Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary 
DARE & Director General, ICAR, DDGs, Directors of various 
ICAR Institutes graced the occasion. Before this a team of 
dignitaries visited IIMR stall and appreciated the technologies 
developed from the institute. More than 2000 farmers and 
dignitaries from various organizations across the India visited 
the stall. This stall was organized by Drs. Sangappa and 
Sooganna, Scientists, IIMR. 

International Women’s day celebrated 

The women workforce at the ICAR - Indian Institute of Millet 
Research celebrated International women’s day on 8 March, 

2019 with great enthusiasm. In the inaugural session, all the 
staff watched the Prime Minister’s address telecast on 
Doordarshan. In the afternoon session, organized a group 
meeting under the Chairman ship of Dr. SS Rao, Director In-
Charge, IIMR. Dr. P. Janaki Srinath, Assistant professor, Foods 
and Nutrition, PJTSAU, Hyderabad and also a well-known 
nutritionist and consultant dietician at several hospitals was 
the Chief Guest. She delivered a lecture on “Nutrition for 
women-All ages”. This programme was attended by the 
women staff including scientists, technical, administrative 
staff, farm workers, research associates, research fellows and 
students. This meeting was organized as per the directives of 
the Council and was coordinated by Dr. CV Ratnavathi, 
Principal Scientist.  
 

Agriculture Minister’s interactive session with millet 

farmers 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research adopted village 
farmers participated and Interacted with Sh. Gajendra Singh 

Shekawat, Hon’ble Minister of State for Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare at National Academy of Agriculture Research 
Management, Hyderabad on 9 March, 2019. The millet 
farmers from Sarpanapally village, Vikarabad district, 
Telangana participated in this session and raised the problems 
like non availability of quality seed, intricacies in organic 
farming, lack of sufficient millets processing facilities, 
minimum support price etc. During the deliberations, IIMR 
scientists appraised the farmers about various technologies 
developed at IIMR, including hybrids and varieties, cultivation 
practices, processing technologies, value-added food products 
and their health benefits. In this program other ICAR 
Institutions situated in Hyderabad and Department of 
Agriculture, Telangana also participated. Drs. B. Subbarayudu 
and Ch. Sashidhar Reddy, Principal Scientists, IIMR 
coordinated this event.  

 
Sorghum Field day at Davuluru  

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad (IIMR) 
organized a Sorghum Field day at Davuluru village in Guntur 

district, Andhra Pradesh on 27 March, 2019 and exhibited the 

yield gain potential of the five sorghum hybrids. These hybrids 
were sown during rabi 2018 under zero tillage situation. A 
total of 30 sorghum farmers from Davuluru, Chakrayapalem, 

Atthota, and Anantavaram villages of Guntur district actively 
participated. Most of the farmers preferred sorghum hybrid 
RFSH1, with the desirable characters of medium height, 
tolerant to lodging and resistance to insect pests and diseases 
besides more grain yield. On this occasion, Scientists of IIMR 
Drs. B. Subbarayudu, S. Ravi Kumar, and Ch. Sashidhar Reddy 
spoke about the packages of practices for sorghum as well as 
other millets cultivation. Mr B. Srikrishna devarayalu, ADA; 
Agricultural Extension Officers, Mandal Extension Officers 
from Department of Agriculture, Tenali, and Dr. DM 
Bahadure, ACTO, IIMR also participated in the deliberations.  
On this event, Value added millet food products were also 
displayed. Dr B. Subbarayudu, Pr. Scientist, IIMR coordinated 
this event. This event was widely covered by the local press 
and media. 
 
Review meeting of CRP on Biofortification-Sorghum  

A review meeting of the CRP on Biofortification for Sorghum 
crop was conducted at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad on 19 March 
2019 under the Chairmanship of Dr. SR Voleti, Director, ICAR-
IIRR and CRP Biofortification Coordinator. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, 
Director, ICAR-IIMR; Dr. CN Neeraja, Principal Scientist 
(Biotechnology), ICAR-IIRR; Dr. Aruna C, Dr. M Elangovan, Dr. 
P Rajendrakumar and Dr. Venkateswarlu R participated in 



Millets Newsletter No. 185; March, 2019                          Page 3 of 6 

the meeting. Dr. Hariprasanna K, Crop sub-leader & PI, 
welcomed all the participants and outlined the purpose of 
the meeting. He suggested that there is a need to identify 
criteria for promotion of genotypes in the AICRP trials based 
on grain micronutrient content. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi opined 
that we should target the unexplored germplasm for the 
smaller sized grain and analyse its grain iron and zinc 
contents. Dr. SR Voleti highlighted the important suggestions 
and recommendations emerged out of CRP review meeting 
held at ICAR and listed some important aspects to be focused 
in coming years under CRP-Biofortification. Development of 
multiple trait varieties like high zinc and iron, bioavailability 

and storability studies, and after-effects of changing grain 
environment like higher micronutrient content on nutritional 
quality are some of the areas to be focused. 
 

Dr. VV Kalpande, Sorghum Breeder from AICRP-Sorghum, Dr. 
PDKV presented the progress at Akola centre. Dr. Uttam 
Chavan, Head, Dept. of Food Science and Technology, MPKV 
presented the progress of work of the Rahuri centre. Dr. 
Hariprasanna presented the progress of work at ICAR-IIMR, 
Hyderabad. Dr. Tonapi suggested that as some of the special 
purpose sorghum varieties developed at Rahuri were found 
to be having higher iron and zinc content, efforts may be 
taken up to explore the possibility of registering with NBPGR 
and also release at national level. Among the lines tested 
across 3 locations, promising donors needs to be identified 
and registered at the earliest. Some of the important 
recommendations emerged out of the deliberations were: 
development of suitable promotion criteria for genotypes 
under AICRP-Sorghum to be identified as biofortified 
varieties, fixing a minimum threshold of iron and zinc 
contents, standardization of XRF for sorghum, study of grain 
storability and grain iron and zinc contents, and study of 
synteny of candidate genes for grain micronutrients among 
cereals and millets. The meeting was coordinated by Dr. 
Hariprasanna K., ICAR-IIMR. 
 
IIMR organized exposure visit to the farmers  

Eight key millet farmers from IIMR adopted village 
Sarpanpally visited millets Food Processing lab, Nutri-cereals 
Innovation Centre at Indian Institute of Millets Research on 9 
March, 2019. They also visited the ongoing millets 
demonstration plots and observed the grain and fodder yield 
potentials of all millets. They were acquainted with millet 
crops and cultivation practises and processing and production 
of millet value added products. This programme organized 
under NABARD sponsored project on “Promotion of millets 
technology and entrepreneurial skills among farmers/youth of 

Vikarabad Telangana” an coordinated by Dr. B Subbarayudu 
and Dr. Ch Sashdhar Reddy. 
 

Meeting of Official Language Implementation 
Committee  
The 48th meeting of Official Language Implementation 
Committee was conducted at the ICAR- Indian Institute of 
Millets Research on 16 March 2019 under the Chairmanship 
of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director.  The other members including 
Shri Charles Ekka, SAO; Shri A N Murthy, FAO and Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar, STO (OL) participated in this meeting. Director 
advised to speed up the Implementation of Official Language 
in day to day activities and other issues.                
 

Awards 

Dr. B. Subbarayudu, Principal Scientist, received the “Life 

Time Achievement Award” during the International seminar 
on ''Climate resilience of agricultural biodiversity, technology 
and marketing policy'' organized by University of Allahabad 
and SHUATS, Allahabad during 9-10 March, 2019.  
 
Director Visits University of Groningen,  
The Netherlands  

Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad, visited 
University of Groningen, the Netherlands as invited speaker at 

International workshop on “Contested millets in Africa and 
Asia in the past and present” and delivered a lecture on 
“Transformation of Millets in India: From staple food to health 
food” during 28-29 March, 2019. 
 
Promotion  

On the recommendations of Assessment 
committee, Sh. S. Narender, Technical Assistant 
(T4) is promoted to the post of Technical Officer 
(T5). IIMR family congratulates him on his 
promotion. 
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Personal Training programme  

Mr. T Lakshmipathy, Scientist (Plant Breeding) of Sugarcane 
Breeding Institute (SBI), Coimbatore underwent training on 
“Advanced Statistical Tools for Crop Improvement” under the 
supervision of Dr. Avinash Singode, Scientist, IIMR from 25-30 
March, 2019. 

Visitors 

Dignitaries 
Dr. KSMS Raghava Rao, Director, CSIR−Central Food 
Technological Research Institute (CFTRI), Mysore and his four-

member team comprising Chief Scientists Drs. Subramanian, 
BV Satyendra Rao, V Bhaskaran and Dr. Jyotirmayi, Sr. 
Principal Scientist visited ICAR- IIMR on 22 March, 2019. At 

the outset, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR explained the 
team about the ongoing research activities of IIMR. The team 
also interacted with the IIMR scientists. Later, they visited 
Centre on Excellence, Technology Business Incubator and 
other millet processing facilities. The team was very much 
impressed with the millet processing technologies and value 
chain developed by IIMR and shown keenness for research 
collaboration with IIMR. Draft MoU for collaboration was also 
discussed for finalization. 
 
Dr. Kiran K Sharma, Deputy Director General, (Acting); theme 
Leader for the Agribusiness and Innovation Platform (AIP), 
and Principal Scientist- Cell Biology at ICRISAT, Patancheru 
along with his team visited ICAR-IIMR on 20 March 2019. The 

IIMR team led by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director and other IIMR 
scientists interacted with Dr. Sharma on various issues related 
to collaborative research and development initiatives. 
 

FOCARS  
ICAR-NAARM, Hyderabad is organizing its lead flagship 
program - 109th Foundation Course for Agricultural Research 
Service for 32 ARS Probationers from 4 Jan to 3 Apr, 2019. As 

a part of their institutional visits located at Hyderabad, 
Probationers also visited to ICAR-IIMR on 23 March 2019. In 
the beginning, Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub interacted 
with Trainee scientists and motivated them to have better 
scientific integrity in their carrier. Dr. Sangappa, scientist 
briefed them about ICAR-IIMR, Technology Transfer of millets 
value added products & Training activities being organized at 
institute. Mr. Srinivas B. Incubation Manager, Nutrihub shared 
information on incubation activates of Nutrihub.  Later, 
scientists visited to centre of excellence and primary 
processing unit of millets with Dr. Ravi Kumar Vemula, PRO, 
IIMR. They were impressed by the activities of IIMR in crop 
improvement as well as value addition.  Drs. Sangappa & Ravi 
Kumar Vemula coordinated this event with the help of 
Nutrihub staff. 
 

Entrepreneurs  
Mr. Ankur Aggarwal, Managing Director, M/s. Arishtam- A 
home brewing company, Bengaluru visited IIMR on 11 March, 
2019. He met Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director and Dr. CV 
Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist and discussed about the 
prospects of making malt with sorghum and other millets and 
the prospects of using sweet sorghum syrup for home 
brewing. He was briefed about the possibilities of growing 
millets and coloured sorghum, sweet sorghum for cane with 
the farmers associated with FPOs.  
 

Farmers 
Karnataka Farmers: A group of 55 Farmers from Bagalkot and 
Mudhol Talukas of Bagalkot District of Karnataka visited ICAR-
IIMR on 8 March, 2019 under collaborative project of Krishi 
Organic Products Limited (KOPL) and Karnataka State 
Department of Agriculture (KSDA). Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, 
Nutrihub briefed about Value addition and health benefits of 
millets, later farmers visited Primary Processing unit and food 
processing lab. Farmers appreciated the efforts made by the 
ICAR-IIMR in promoting millets through processing and Value 
addition. They expressed the willingness to form millets 
producer organization also known as Farmers Producer 
Organization at Bagalkot district of Karnataka. Dr. Sangappa, 
Scientist coordinated this event with the help of Nutrihub 
Staff. 
 

Telangana Farmers:  A group of 30 Farmers visited ICAR-
IIMR on 13 March, 2019 from Warangal District Telangana 
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state under Agricultural Technology Management Agency 
(ATMA) project. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO Nutrihub gave 
overview of institute activities and later farmers visited to 
Millets field, primary processing unit. They were also briefed 
about importance of processing and value addition of millets 
to receive the better price in the market. Mr. Srinivas B. 
Incubation Manager, Nutrihub shared information about 
market linkages of millets. Literature on Improved production 
practices of millets was also distributed to farmers.   
 

FPOs: SUSAG, Farmer Producer organization (FPO), promoted 
by SABALA NGO from Vijayanagaram, Andhra Pradesh visited 
ICAR-IIMR on 21 March, 2019.  This FPO procure the millets 
from Self Help Groups (SHGs) located in the district and 
process it at farm gate.  They also do the value addition of 
millets and prepare millets based products for selling at local 
market. SHG members received training and guidance from 

SABALA NGO and ICAR-IIMR, which helped them to enhance 
income and livelihood. Drs. Sangappa, Ravi Kumar Vemula 
briefed them about institute activities, later Dr. Dayakar Rao, 
CEO, Nutrihub detailed about millets value added 
technologies developed by ICAR-IIMR.  Visitors also visited 
millets primary processing centre.  
 

Students  
A group of 115 B. Sc. (Agri) II year Students and two faculty 
members from Lokmangal College of Agriculture, Solapur 
District of Maharashtra visited ICAR – IIMR on 14 March, 2019 
as a part of their educational tour program to Hyderabad.   Dr. 

Ravi Kumar Vemula briefed them the institute activities. Later 
they visited Primary Processing unit and Food Processing Lab. 
They were also given overview by Dr. Sangappa, scientist on 
entrepreneurial opportunities in millets and motivated them 
to take agriprineurship as their carrier.  Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, 
CEO, Nutrihub also interacted with the students. Dr. 

Sangappa, Scientist Coordinated the above visits with help of 
Nutrihub staff. 
 
New Publications 

The following books published by ICAR-All India Coordinated 
Research Project on Small Millets, ICAR–Indian Institute of 
Millets Research (IIMR), Rajendranagar, Hyderabad (Authors: 
Dr. M Elangovan et.al) were released during 30th Annual 
Group Meetings of the All India Coordinated Research Project 
on Small Millets was held from 07 to 08 March, 2019 at Birsa 
Agriculture University (BAU), Ranchi: 
 
Potential Finger Millet Genotypes Identified 
for Utilization – AICRP on Small Millets Centres 
(2007 – 2018). 342 pp. ISBN: 81-89335-81-2. 
 

 
 
Potential Foxtail Millet 
Genotypes Identified for Utilization - AICRP on 
Small Millets Centres (2007 – 2018) 243 pp. 
ISBN: 81-89335-80-4.  
 
 
Potential Barnyard Millet 

Genotypes Identified for Utilization - AICRP on 
Small Millets Centres (2007 – 2018), 266 pp. 
ISBN: 81-89335-77-4. 

 
 
Potential Proso Millet Genotypes Identified for 
Utilization - AICRP on Small Millets Centres 
(2007 – 2018), 119 pp. ISBN: 81-89335-77-4. 
 
 
Potential Kodo Millet 

Genotypes Identified for Utilization – AICRP on 
Small Millets Centres (2007 – 2018), 201 pp. 
ISBN: 81-89335-82-0. 

 
 
Potential Little Millet Genotypes Identified for 
Utilization - AICRP on Small Millets Centres 
(2007 – 2018), 206 pp. ISBN: 81-89335-79-0. 
 
 
 

Pedigree Database on Pearl Millet Elite 
Breeding Stocks: ICAR-AICRP on Pearl Millet 
(1981 – 2018), 650 pp. ISBN: 81-89335-84-7. 

 
 
 
 

Besides the above books, a handbook entitled “Chirudhanyala 
Samagra Yajamanya Paddatulu” (Complete management and 
cultivation practises for Millets in Telugu), (Authors U. Triveni 
et.al) ARS, Vijayanagaram, ANGRAU.p48., and a broacher on 
Package and practices for millet cultivation in Hindi, Birsa 
Agriculture University, Ranchi (Authors ZA Haider et.al) were 
also released. 



 

Thought for the month  

 Just as our eyes need light in order to see, our minds need ideas in order to conceive.  -- Napoleon Hill 
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S. 

No 

Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates 

1 P Mukesh Interactive meeting-cum-
workshop on “Emerging research 
areas in ICTs in agriculture and 
way forward" 

W NASC 
Complex, New 
Delhi 

6 Mar., 
2019 

2 Vilas A Tonapi, B Venkatesh Bhat, 
M Elangovan, RR Chapke, 
Hariprasanna K, KN Ganapathy,  
Amasiddha, Avinash Singode, 
C Deepika, R Swarna, 
HS Gawali & KV Raghavendra Rao 

30th Annual Group Meetings of 
the AICRP on Small Millets 

W Birsa 
Agriculture 
University 
(BAU), Ranchi. 

07-08 
Mar., 
2019 

3 B Venkatesh Bhat & Sooganna Meeting on finalization of DAC & 
FW Breeder Seed Indent for Kharif 
2021 

M Krishi Bhawan, 
New Delhi 

28 Mar., 
2019 

4 Vilas A Tonapi International workshop on 
“Contested millets in Africa and 
Asia in the past and present” 

W University of 
Groningen, the 
Netherlands 

28-29 
Mar., 
2019 

AGM OF AICRP SORGHUM-2019 
The 49th  -Annual Group Meeting of AICRP-SORGHUM is scheduled to be held at CCSHAU, HISAR, during 28-30 May, 2019. 

Please visit our website www.millets.res.in for updates. 


