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Farmers Training on Millets Production, Productivity & Their
Utilization Under the SC Sub-Plan to Schedule Caste Farmers

One-day Farmers Training on Millets Production, Productivity & Their Utilization sponsored by ICAR-Indian
Institute of Millets Research under the SC Sub-Plan to Schedule Caste Farmers was organized by the Centre
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of Excellence on Small millets, Athiyandal, Tiruvannamalai on 07th March 2020 at the Annamalai Mahal, Tiru-
vannamalai. There were 800 farmers from 3 villages, 7 blocks, SHGs from 3 villages and Officials of Agricul-
ture and Horticulture Departments from neighbouring districts participated in the event. Which includes,
300 Schedule Caste, 300 Schedule Tribe and 200 other Farmers participated in the training programme.

Thiru KS Kandasamy IAS, District Collector, Tiruvannamalai inaugurated the Agriculture Exhibition. The exhi-
bition stalls were arranged by the Department of Millets; TNAU-Coimbatore; CoE-Athiyandal; ICAR-IIMR-
Hyderabad; ICAR-KVK-Viruthachalam; ICAR-KVK-Tiruvannamalai;  ICAR-KVK-Tindivanam;  ICAR-KVK-
Vrinchipuram; Millets processing machineries by Perfura Technologies-Coimbatore; SPIC Fertilizers Ltd and
Sri Kamakshiamman Small Millets Production Group. Farmers visited the stalls with lot of interest and gath-
ered the necessary knowledge and technologies for the cultivation of small millets. Seed material, live plants,
value added products and processing techniques of small millet were displayed in the stall. Lectures were
delivered on small millet varieties, agronomic cultivation practices and pest and disease protection by the
eminent speakers from TNAU and video plays were on the cultivation of millets and its importance.

Dr V Ambethgar, Director, Tamil Nadu Rice Research Institute, Aduthurai welcomed the dignitaries and farm-
ers. Thiru KS Kandasamy IAS, District Collector, Tiruvannamalai inaugurated the Agriculture Exhibition Stall
and delivered his Keynote address. He requested the farmers to use the available resources for agriculture.
Agriculture farmers should be engaged at least 10 months in a year. Agriculture farmers should adopt the
improved technologies viz. machineries, water harvest, joint agriculture, less use of fertilizer, promoting the
organic farming. Drip irrigation, sprinkler will gain more than two crops. Change has to come from farmers to
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use the agriculture technologies. We have lot of choice for all the technologies however doing agricul-
ture is the only technology available for food.

Thiru V Dakshinamoorthy, IAS, Director of Agriculture, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai delivered his
Guest of Honour address and gave on outline of importance of small millets. In All nutritious elements
are present in small millets especially, women and children’s. Healthy life is assured when you practice
to eat small millets without blood pressure, diabetics etc., Water requirement for cultivation of small
millets is very less and can be cultivated in any kind of soil. We need to add value to the small millets
through processing before selling to the market which will increase the income to the farmers. He also
explained different Central and State Government Schemes viz., Kishan Credit Card, Crop Insurance etc.,
Dr N Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Agriculture University, Coimbatore delivered his presidential
address and briefed about the achievements of CoE-Athiyandal. Small millets were considered as poor
farmers crop, now it has gained lot of importance and fetching more price than Rice. Erect panicle in
Samai (Little millet) by Athiyandal centres for machine harvest. Madurai, Coimbatore, and Athiyandal
centres under TNAU have been given importance for small millets research in Tamil Nadu. Nowadays
value added products of small millets are very popular in all the markets and malls. Training on value
addition, processing and varietal technology to the farmers are very important aspects farmer can re-
ceive from CoE-Athiyandal. Dr P Parasuraman, Professor & Head, CoE, Athiyandal proposed vote of
thanks.

Certificates were given to 15 best small millet cultivating farmer, small millet seed production, small mil-
let value addition, promoting small millet through FPO and Empowering small millet production.
Minikits containing three small millet varieties viz., ATL 1 Foxtail millet (State release in 2020), Proso mil-
let (State release in 2018) and Little millet (Central release in 2019) were distributed to few farmers as a
token to begin by the dignitaries. The training was successfully coordinated by Drs. P Parasuraman, A.
Nirmalakumari, M Rajesh, K Sivagami, K Ananthi, M Elangovan and B Subbarayudu.

Celebration of International women’s day 2020
International women’s day was celebrated at IIMR, Hyderabad with great enthusiasm. A meeting of the
women staff members was conducted under the Chairmanship of the Director, Dr Vilas A Tonapi. After
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the introduction and welcome by Dr Visarada, the Director Dr Vilas A. Tonapi congratulated all the lady
staff members for their contribution to the organization. He appreciated the contribution of women to
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the family and to the society by playing different roles as per the need. Three women scientists, Drs Rat-
navathi, Aruna and Padmaja were specially congratulated for receiving external honors and recognitions
for their scientific contributions in the past year. All the women staff expressed their views on women’s
day on how they balance home and work and how they feel happy being a woman. Ms Usha Satija nar-
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rated a poem in Hindi on women describing how she absorbs and engrosses herself with family chores
with no time to take care of herself, still she looks beautiful and elegant. The meeting ended with vote of
thanks. Young farm women workers were trained in the technique of emasculation of flowers to upgrade
their skills and also to build up the workforce for crossing at IIMR. They were distributed with the 20
emasculation tools.

Training Programme on “Millets Cultivation, Production, Productiv-

ity and their utilization

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized a training programme on “Millets Cultivation, Produc-
— tion, Productivity and their
Jutilization” at Kavurivari-
| palem village of Chirala
Mandal, Prakasham district,
Andhra Pradesh on 18
& March, 2020. In this event
was attended by officials
from state agriculture de-
partment, representatives
rom NGOs, local progres-
: sive millet farmers and
\( about farmers, women farm-
! ers and students were par-
ticipated. Dr. B Subbara-
yudu, Principal Scientist,
IIMR addressed the farmers
on millets cultivation practices along with health benefits of millet food products. Mr. Basha, Agricultural
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Extension Officer, explained cultivation practices of millets and other local crops including rice and pulses,
Mr. L Venkataramana, progressive farmer who cultivated all millet crops in his field, including millets and
green gram intercropping, shared his experience with farmers and motivated them towards millets cultiva-
tion. Mr. S. Chandra Reddy, Secretary, NGO Protect, Chirala sensitized the farmers about millets cultivation
and processing. Various millet based food products of IIMR were displayed at the venue. Dr. B Subbara-
yudu, coordinated this event.

Millets stall at Pusa Krishi Vigyana Mela, New Delhi

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute organized a Pusa Vigyana Mela to showcase innovations in
farming technologies at Mela Ground, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa, New Delhi during 1-3
March, 2020. ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research setup a stall and showcased improved production,
processing and
value added
e — EAT MILLETS STA .. | technologies
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L TR e I\ : J Trilochan Mo-
= o |. = T WP L . v A hapatra, Secre-
’ > ¥ : MM tary DARE &
s 3 ] Director Gen-
e -~ eral, ICAR,
S / | & ﬁ DDGs, Direc-
o/ M |l ' & tors of various
ICAR Institutes
= graced the oc-
8%, casion. Before
| this a team of
dignitaries vis-
" ited IIMR stall
and  appreci-
ated the tech-
nologies devel-
oped from the
institute. More
§ than 2000
farmers  and
dignitaries from various organizations across the India visited the stall. This stall was organized by Dr.
Mahesh Kumar, Sunil Kumar and Prashant Bhusari, Technical Officers, IIMR
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Face Recognition Biometric At-
tendance System

A facial recognition system for automatically identi-
fying or verifying a person from a digital image or a
video frame from a video source ICAR-Indian Agri-
cultural Research Institute was installed at ICAR-
Indian Agricultural Research Institute on 07 March,
2020 replacing in place existing fingerprint recogni-
tion systems. This system was installed at IIMR Hy-
derabad on priority in the light of prevention meth-
ods taken to control COVID 19 virus spread.
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Distribution of ‘eatrite’ products to the Police and sanitary workers

ICAR — Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), an arm of Indian Council of Agricultural Research
whose mandate is to conduct R&D in millets through Crop improvement and value addition and promo-
tion of millets for attaining nutritional security through the Value chain approach during past 12 years. At
this challenging moment of global pandemic and literally complete lockdown due to COVID - 19 in our

country, the services of doctors, health workers and all the official machinery to implement lockdown for
ensuring safety of 130 Crores of population, risking their lives and offering 24/7 services. They are indeed
working very actively in the front line in salvaging current pandemic situation various state and country.
At this critical juncture, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad launched distribution of ‘eatrite’ products to those who
are serving in the forefront including Police, corporation workers who are at mission to risk their lives be-
sides stranded daily wage workers in Hyderabad city. It was done as a small token of love expressing
solidarity for them from IIMR family.
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This kind gesture was enabled by the Director, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR and the team led by Dr. B Daya-
kar Rao, Principal Scientist & CEO, Nutrihub, Dr. V Ravi Kumar, PRO and Dr Sangappa, Mr Mahesh and other staff
of ICAR-IIMR.

Postponement of AGMs

The 50th annual Group meeting of Sorghum Research and 31st annual Group meeting of Small Millet Research,
scheduled to be held on 25-27 April, 2020 at ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad has
been postponed indefinitely as per the directives received from the council due to the COVID 19 pandemic. The

new dates will be informed in due course of time.

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. No Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates

1 Mahesh Kumar, Sunil Kumar | Pusa Vigyana Mela M ICAR-Indian Agricultural 1-3 Mar,

and Prashant Bhusari Research Institute, Pusa, 2020.
New Delhi

2 M Elangovan One-day Farmers Training T Centre of Excellence on | 07 Mar,
on Millets Production, Pro- Small-millets, Athiyandal, 2020
ductivity & Their Utilization Tiruvannamalai.

3 B Subbarayudu Training programme on T Kavurivaripalem, 18 Mar,
“Millets Cultivation, Produc- Chirala Mandal, Prakasham | 2020.
tion, Productivity and their district, Andhra Pradesh
utilization”

Thought for the month

A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.

Anonymous

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL YEAR

OF MILLETS-2023
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Milley
\o‘ 5

=1 r,ol:iw),
] D
=il (e

Compilation & Editing
Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat

Photos, Design & Lay-out
HS Gawali

Publisher & Chief Editor

Director,
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: millets.icar@nic.in

Website: www.millets.res.in

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in
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WHO guidelines for basic protective measures against the
new coronavirus

Stay aware of the latest information on the COVID-19 outbreak, available on the WHO website and
through your national and local public health authority. Most people who become infected experience
mild illness and recover, but it can be more severe for others. Take care of your health and protect
others by doing the following:

Wash your hands frequently
Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand rub or wash them with soap
and water.

Why? Washing your hands with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand rub kills viruses that
may be on your hands.

Maintain social distancing
Maintain at least 1 metre (3 feet) distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.

Why? When someone coughs or sneezes they spray small liquid droplets from their nose or mouth
which may contain virus. If you are too close, you can breathe in the droplets, including the COVID-19
virus if the person coughing has the disease.

Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth

Why? Hands touch many surfaces and can pick up viruses. Once contaminated, hands can transfer
the virus to your eyes, nose or mouth. From there, the virus can enter your body and can make you
sick.

Practice respiratory hygiene

Make sure you, and the people around you, follow good respiratory hygiene. This means covering
your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of the
used tissue immediately.

Why? Droplets spread virus. By following good respiratory hygiene you protect the people around you
from viruses such as cold, flu and COVID-19.

If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical care early
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical atten-
tion and call in advance. Follow the directions of your local health authority.

Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to date information on the situation in your
area. Calling in advance will allow your health care provider to quickly direct you to the right health fa-
cility. This will also protect you and help prevent spread of viruses and other infections.

Stay informed and follow advice given by your healthcare provider

Stay informed on the latest developments about COVID-19. Follow advice given by your healthcare
provider, your national and local public health authority or your employer on how to protect yourself
and others from COVID-19.

Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to date information on whether COVID-19 is
spreading in your area. They are best placed to advise on what people in your area should be doing
to protect themselves.
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