TG

SO [, & TeaAnhA TUT A.H.H.54.3. IRASAT FARR
TR

SiTelel

Happenings at DSR, and AICSIP news

Serial No. 80

In this issue

ADG (FFC) visits DSR

Visit of 90" batch of ARS Scientists

Sorghum-awareness cum nutrition counseling programme

Video film of DSR activities

Planning commission Interface with ICAR institutions

Promotions

Annual accounts of DSR approved

New Appointment

. N Kanna Babu is new DDO

10.Meeting/Symposia/Workshop/Training/Conference
attended

11. Official Tours

12. Thought for the month

© 0 N o g b N B

ADG (FFC) visits DSR

Dr. RP Dua, Assistant Director General (FFC), ICAR,
visited DSR on May 13, 2010. Dr. SV Rao, Director
narrated on the institute’s current activities,
aspirations and compliances with respect to all

Hyderabad o Solapur o Jalna

administrative matters. Dr. Dua addressed the DSR

Dr. Dua deliberating with Scientists (below)

scientific staff and had a brief discussion with them.
He encouraged the scientists to prepare for the future
with greater confidence by proper planning and follow-
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up. He also discussed the Iinitiatives
entrepreneurship development activities.

on

International Day of Biodiversity celebrated

The United Nations has proclaimed May 22 as an
International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) to
increase understanding and awareness of biodiversity
issues. Moreover, this year, 2010 has been
designated as the United Nations (UN) International
Year of Biodiversity. This is a great opportunity to draw
public attention to the issues at stake. To mark this

0 . ey s

Director, DSR addressing staff on the eve of “International
Biodiversity Day”

occasion, DSR celebrated the “International
Biodiversity Day” on 22 May, 2010. The goal is to help
people understand how important biodiversity is for
healthy and sustainable development on earth. Dr. M
Elangovan, Sr.  Scientist organized various
competitions like painting, posters and quiz on the
theme of biodiversity. Dr. SV Rao, Director, DSR
addressed the staff and briefed the importance to

maintain the ecological equilibrium. He also
distributed prizes to the winners of various
competitions.

Visit of 90t batch of ARS Scientists
Forty four newly recruited ARS scientists of ICAR
belonging to 90th batch of the FOCARS visited DSR on
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Trainees being shown a film on “Sorghum Production Technology”
and “Sweet sorghum: Ethanol Production”

29 May, 2010. Dr. SV Rao, Director, DSR briefed them
on the profile of the Institute. Drs. S Audilakshmi, VR
Bhagwat, B. Dayakar Rao, SS Rao, Sujay Rakshit and
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AV Umakanth explained to them regarding other
project activities including AICSIP. A film on
“Sorghum Production Technology” and “Sweet
sorghum: Ethanol Production” were also screened to
them. The discussions centered on the area of sweet
sorghum utilization and entrepreneurship
development to promote millet foods, and
biotechnology. Later, they discussed with thematic
area leaders and other DSR scientists. They also
visited marker-assisted selection (MAS), and sorghum
food laboratories. The visit was facilitated by Dr VKJ
Rao (NAARM) and coordinated at DSR by Dr. RR
Chapke.

Sorghum - awareness nutrition

counseling programme

“Road shows” of DSR promoting a wide array of
sorghum foods and literature on sorghum health
benefits were organized at Kasu Brahmananda Reddy
(KBR) Park on 9, 16 & 23 May, 2010. These shows
are aimed to create awareness about sorghum health
benefits to the public and enhance the commercial
value for millet products. Sale of multigrain roties and
other sorghum foods in cash-n-carry packets was
organized in this event. The multi-grain roties have
been very popular and gives control over body and to
ensure balanced nutrition. These roties at DSR are
made under controlled conditions with automated
high-capacity machinery specially procured for this
purpose. Roties are hygienically packed and sealed in
polypacks. Public expressed their happiness to get
this opportunity to interact and learn more about the
health benefits that can be derived from sorghum
foods. Sh. P Mukesh, Co-Pl, coordinated the above
events under the nutritious millet food popularization
programme of NAIP, under the leadership of Dr. B
Dayakar Rao.

cum

Video film of DSR activities

A video film entitled “DSR at a Glance” is completed
during May 2010 as a part of assignment from DIPA,
ICAR, New Delhi. The video film depicted glimpses of
ongoing research activities at the Institute. Scientists
from DSR, Hyderabad and CRS, Solapur covered
various research activities of the institute at
laboratory and in field level. They covered activities in
crop production, crop improvement, crop protection,
germplasm and seed production, biotechnology,
forage and feed sorghum value addition, and
technology outreach programme. The production of
video film was coordinated by Drs VR Bhagwat, Vilas
Tonapi and V Ravi Kumar.

ICAR

Planning commission Interface with

institutions

Planning commission of India organized a meeting of
Directors of ICAR institutes, representatives from
SAUs and state agriculture department officials on 13
May 2010 at NAARM, Hyderabad. This interface was
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held to review the agriculture research and
development in Andhra Pradesh, especially in the
context of changing climatic conditions. Dr.
Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, Member (Science),
Planning Commission, Government of India, made the
opening remarks. He desired that the meeting should
be able to chalk-out research and development
priorities for enhancing production of pulses, oilseeds
and millets. During the meeting, Dr. SV Rao, Director,
DSR made a presentation on technical advances and
highlights in sorghum crop research and its role in
intercropping with other pulses.

Promotions
Based on the
recommendations of the
ASRB the following Senior
| Scientists were promoted
" |to the post of Principal
| Scientist through the career
advancement scheme:
Drs. HS Talwar (Plant Physiology) and B Dayakar Rao
(Agri. Economics). Congratulations to both of them!

Annual accounts of DSR approved

The annual accounts of Directorate of Sorghum Re-
search for the year 2009-10 were audited and admit-
ted by the Council. Congratulations to Sh. NVRN Murty
and his team for preparing the final document for sub-
mitting to the ICAR Head quarters at New Delhi.

Jalna News

New Appointment

Mr. PV Rajappa joined at DSR-Jalna cen-
tre as technical assistant (T3) on 26
April, 2010. Congratulations to Rajappa
and welcome to DSR family.

N Kanna Babu is new DDO

Dr. N Kanna Babu, Sr. Scientist (Seed
technology) reported for duty at Jalna
centre on 24 May, 2010. He will also hold
additional charge as Drawing and Dis-
‘I bursing officer.
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Meeting (M)/ Symposia (S)/ Workshop (W)/ Training (T) / Conference (C) attended

St Name of the Participated in Type Venue Dates
No Official
1 SV Rao & Annual group meetings of NSP (Crops) M CRIJAF, 3-5 May 2010
Vilas A. Tonapi Barrackpore
2 S Ravi Kumar Training program on Advanced Techno T ASCI, 10 May-11 Jun,
Management Program for middle level Hyderabad. 2010
scientists
3 TGN Rao Training program on General T ASCI, 17-28 May, 2010
Management Program for senior Hyderabad.
scientists
4 D Balakrishna 6th review meeting of National Project on M NRCPB, 19-20 May, 2010
Transgenic Crops (ICAR-NPTC) New Delhi
Official Tours
S. Name of the Place Visited Dates Purpose
No Official
1 SV Rao ASRB, New Delhi 11-12 May, ICAR assigned jobs at ASRB
2010
2 SV Rao NBPGR, New Delhi 17-18 May, To attend Plant Germplasm Registration
2010 Committee Meeting
3 NVRN Murty & ICAR, New Delhi 19-23 May, To submit annual accounts to the Council
D Rambabu 2010

Thought for the month

“Just as our eyes need light in order to see, our minds need ideas in order to conceive.”

-- Napoleon Hill
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