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Brainstorming meet on Small millets
Research

A one day Brainstorming meet on Small millets Research, entitled
“Leveraging Small Millets for Food, Fodder, Nutrition, Livelihood
Security and Economic Prosperity in the 21st Century and be-
yond” was organized by the institute at the ICAR-NBSS& LUP Re-

gional Centre, Hebbal, Bangalore, on 18th May, 2016. The event
was attended by more than 50 delegates involved in small millet
research, production, utilization, promotion and marketing. For-
mer project coordinators on small millets research project, former
and present AICRP small millets scientists from across the coun-
try, present and former vice chancellors of UAS, Bangalore, Millet
food and nutrition experts, food processing and machinery ex-
perts, medical doctors, millet products based entrepreneurs at-
tended the deliberations.

Dr. A Seetharam, Ex-Project Coordinator, AICRP on Small Mil-
lets, was the Chairman and Dr. PG Chengappa, Ex-Vice Chancellor,
UAS, Bangalore, was the Co-Chairman for the meeting. The inaugu-
ral address was delivered by the Chief Guest Dr. H. Shivanna, Hon-
ourable Vice Chancellor, UAS, Bangalore. Dr MB Chetti, Assistant
Director General (HRD), ICAR, New Delhi, elaborated on the pro-
ductivity constraints for small millets and readiness of ICAR
to promote the cause of small millet research. This was followed
by presentation on current status of small millets research by
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Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research,
and Hyderabad. The inaugural session was followed by open dis-
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cussion on various topics related to small millets research.
Broadly, on Crop improvement and innovative strategies, Man-
agement of crop production, crop protection, seed systems, and
Nutrition, processing of millets, value chain, marketing, policy
issues, entrepreneurship development and challenges for entre-
preneurs. All the delegates actively participated in the discussions
and the sessions.

The meeting was coordinated by Dr. B. Venkatesh Bhat, Principal
Scientist, IIMR, under the guidance of Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director,
IIMR, Hyderabad. Mr. HS Gawali and Mr. Raghunath Kulakarni
Technical officers, IMR, Hyderabad Mr. Narasimha Murthy, Field
Assistant, AICRP- Small millets, Bangalore shouldered the respon-
sibilities of executing the hall arrangements and related logistics.
IIMR is indebted to Dr. Rajendra Hegde, Head, and Mr. Shivappa
Angadi, Technical Officer, NBSS & LUP, Bangalore, for providing
the meeting hall and guest house facilities and support for all as-
pects of conducting the meeting.

Expert consultation meet on pearl millet re-
search
A one day expert consultation meet on pearl millet research, enti-

tled “Leveraging Pearl Millet for Food, Fodder, Nutrition, Liveli-
hood Security and Economic Prosperity in the 21st Century and

beyond” was organized in the institute on 28 May, 2016. The ob-
jective of the meeting was, to identify research issues in pearl
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millet research and the basic and strategic research projects to be
planned by IIMR to address the same.

Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR, welcomed the participants for
the brainstorming session and gave a brief introduction on the
purpose of the meeting. He also highlighted the issues what IIMR

has to address especially enhancing breeding efficiency, genetic
gain, hybrid seed systems, nutritional and anti-nutritional as-
pects, entrepreneurship development, policy issues and rationali-
zation of manpower for these eight crops. Dr. KN Rai, Former
Principal Scientist, ICRISAT, chaired the meeting while Dr. VN
Kulkarni, Vice President (R&D), JK Agri-Genetics Ltd. Hyderabad,
was the co-chairman. Dr Sanjana, Senior Scientist, IIMR made a
presentation on “Current Status of Research in Pearl millet”. This
was followed by open house discussion on pearl millet research,
led by the Chairman. The invited speakers including Dr. N.
Seetharama former Director, IMR & Ex-Sr. Scientist, ICRISAT, Drs.
RK Varshney, Research Program Director (Genetic gains), SK
Gupta, Sr. Scientist (Pearl millet Breeding), RK Srivastava, Scien-
tist (molecular breeding), M Govindaraj Scientist (physiology),
Rajan Sharma, Head, Plant Quarantine Unit (All from ICRISAT),
Shankar Honyal, Millet Breeder, Kaveri Seeds, Hyderabad, delib-
erated on various challenges facing pearl millet research and pro-
duction, and highlighted the opportunities this crop provides for
food and nutritional security in semi-arid tropics. All scientists
from IIMR actively participated in the discussions to fine-tune
their goals and approaches in pearl millet research. The meeting

was coordinated by Dr. B. Venkatesh Bhat, Principal Scientist,
IIMR, under the guidance of Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Hy-
derabad. Dr. Sanjana, Sr. Scientist, Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao,

Mr. Vilas Aghav, Mr. Raghunath Kulakarni, Mr. OV Ramana, Mr.
S Narender and other staff members of IIMR took care of the ar-
rangements of the meeting.

Swachhta Pakhwara at IIMR

The  fortnight-long cleanliness programme  entitled
“Swachhata Pakhvara” observed at Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search during 16 -31 May 2016. This programme formally inaugu-
rated on 16 may, 2016 by taking “Swatchhta Pledge” adminis-
trated by SAO under overall coordination of Dr SS Rao, Nodal Offi-
cer, SBM, IIMR, and Hyderabad.

To mark this occasion, a special drive program on “Swachhta
Pakhwara” was organized at Maharajpet village, in RR district.
Telangana to create awareness on cleanliness at the village level

combining technology transfer of millet crops for productivity
increase and value addition. The programme was chaired by Smt.
Yadamma , Gram Sarpanch and the persons on dais were : Smt.
Kavitha, MPTC, Sh. Satyanarayana Reddy, Vice-president Shri.
Ravi and Smt. Mahalakshmi, VRO, and Scientist from [IMR Dr. Ch.

Shashidhar Reddy. The programme was attended by 50 village
farmers and local officials. Dr. Ch. Shashidhar Reddy sensitized
the village farmers about the need for field sanitation, soil health
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and adopting improved kharif/rabi sorghum/millets HYV, crop
management practices and Post-Harvest Technologies for in-
creasing the yields, improving health and earning profits. He also
advised farmers to utilize the facilities at IIMR at food processing
unit to enhance the income through promotion of millet value
added products. This entire program was coordinated by Dr SS
Rao, Nodal Officer, Swachha Bharat Mission, IIMR under the guid-
ance of Dr Vilas Tonapi, Director, IIMR, Hyderabad.

Seminar by Arun Tiwari

Dr. Arun Tiwari, a close associate of Dr. Abdul Kalam and co-
author of all books with Dr. Abdul Kalam, and present Director of
Care foundation, Hyderabad delivered a lecture titled “Lessons
from Dr. Abdul Kalam’s Life” at IMR on 2 May, 2016. Dr. Tiwari
who was a close associate of Dr. Kalam provided ample inci-
dences happened in Dr. Kalam’s life and presented in a motiva-
tional way. He explained how apparently small, but positive de-
cisions of gestures of people led the boy Kalam from his village to

higher education, establishment of ISRO and beginning of space
programme and road map of missile mission. He highlighted the
hard work, vision, honesty, dedication and commitment of Dr.
Kalam which is worth emulating by all.

Millets exploration from AOB

Germplasm collection programme of millets was undertaken at
Andhra - Odisha Border areas and south east coastal districts of
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. Drs. M. Elangovan and Ch. Sashidhar
Reddy, from IIMR explored the area during 14-20 May,2016. To-
tal133 accessions were collected from Srikakulam, Vijayanagaram
and Visakhapatnam districts in Andhra Pradesh and Raigada dis-
trict in Odisha. The accessions of various crops collected during
this visit were: Sorghum - 20; Pearl Millet-15; Finger Millet-32;
Foxtail Millet - 22; Little Milet - 19; Proso Millet - 3; kodo Millet -
5; Barnyard millet - 2 besides rice, cowpea, redgram. They also
visited Agricultural Research Station, Seethampeta village, Chin-
maya Adivasi Vikas Sangham, Savara Chirolgi village, Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendra at Rastha Kundu Bai village and Araku Valley.

Germplasm collection of millets from Tamil
Nadu

Dr. M. Elangovan has undertaken millets exploration in and
around Kolli hills region and Kalvarayan hills in Tamil Nadu dur-
ing 24 May 2016 - 1 Jun 2016. In the present millets exploration,
He collected 131 accessions from five districts viz. Salem, Namak-

kal, Trichy, Villupuram and Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu. The de-
tails of millets collected are as follows: Pearl millet -26; Sorghum-
23; Finger millet-22; little millet-19; Foxtail millet -12; Kodo mil-

let-8; besides 6 Rice accessions.

Seminar by Rajiv Varshney, ICRISAT

Rajiv Varshney, Research program Director (Genetic Gains) ICRI-
SAT delivered at lecture on “Forward breeding for accelerating
genetic gains in crop improvement’ at [IMR on 30 May, 2016. He
outlined the possible schema for increasing the efficiency of se-
lection and reducing the population size in pedigree selection
breeding methods in dryland crops using high throughput se-
quencing techniques. Where validated DNA makers which can be

can be used under this scheme at a very low cost of only $1.75 -
2.0 per data point, reducing the time and resources required for
pedigree breeding. He suggested that IIMR and ICRISAT can col-
laborate to adopt this approach, also for precise phenotyping and
genome sequencing. IIMR scientists interacted extensively, mak-
ing the talk very useful.

Sorghum stall at Muzafarnagar

IIMR -Hyderabad organized an exhibition stall at Farmers Field
School organized by ICAR- IIFSR, Modipuram, Meerut, Uttar
Pradesh during 6- 8 May, 2016. Dr Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, Union
Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare inaugu-
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rated the event. Dr. A. K. Singh, Deputy Director General
(Agricultural Extension), ICAR was the chief guest. Dr SK Balyan,
visited the millets stall organized by Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search and advised to spread the eatrite branded products in
northern part of the country also. About 5000 farmers belonging to
85 villages of Western U.P. participated in the programme. Besides,
10 ICAR institutes participated and showcased their technologies
to stakeholders/farming community. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist from
IIMR organized the stall and briefed about the activities and ser-
vices of IIMR, Hyderabad.

MoU with M/s. Raziyya Food Processing

Unit, Kamareddy.

Memorandum of Understanding between ICAR-IIMR and M/s Razi-
yya Food Processing Unit, Kamareddy, Nizamabad district, Telan-
gana was signed to license the IIMR technology on Jowar and muiti
grain atta to be marketed by M/s Raziyya Food Processing Unit
under their brand name in retail and wholesale. This Agreement
shall be in force for a period of 36 months from 28th May, 2016. Dr
Vilas A Tonapi, Director - IIMR on behalf of IIMR and Ms Raziyya

Begum on behalf of M/s. Raziyya Food Processing Unit, signed and
exchanged the agreement. The agreement was facilitated by Dr B
Dayakar Rao, , Principal Investigator - Centre of Excellence on Sor-
ghum.

Transfer

IIMR bid farewell to Dr. Prabhakar, Principal Scientist, at CRS,
Solapur on his selection as Project Coordinator-AICRP-Small Mil-
lets, Bangalore, and to Dr. Sunil Gomashe, Scientist, Plant Breed-
ing at IIMR, who has been transferred to NBPGR regional station at
Akola, Maharashtra on 31 May, 2016. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director

and other staff recollected their services to the institute and
wished them a successful career and fulfilment in their future en-
deavours.

Visitors

ICRISAT delegation
Joanna Kane-Potaka, Director, Strategic management and com-
munication, ICRISAT, Patancheru along with Dr. Moses Siambi,

Director, ICRISAT, East Africa - on 6 May, 2016. Discussions
were held on value-addition in sorghum and developing it in a
project made for implementation in Africa. Team also visited the
CoE on sorghum facility at IIMR.

Visit of high level delegation from Mozambique

Mr. Olegario dos Anjos Banze, National Director, Ministry of
Land, Environment and Rural development, and Mr. Amilcar

Frederico Pereira, Advisor to Minister, Republic of Mozambique
Minister, visited IIMR on 24 May, 2016. Their visit to IIMR was a
part of their orientation programme on rural development for
high level delegation from Mozambique, which was held at NIRD,
Hyderabad during 23-26 May, 2016. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director
-1IMR, briefed them about institute activities. The scientists at
IIMR appraised the team about the cultivation, conservation and
processing of sorghum products. The team also visited the cen-
tre of excellence for sorghum foods and value addition. They
showed interest in transferring the value addition technologies
to their country through collaboration.
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CEOQ, Sabala Agro Products
Anil Nakka, founder & CEO, Sabala Agro Products P. Ltd, Bengaluru
on 5 May, 2016 visited the institute to get knowhow on millet food

products and processing, to add them to the portfolio of his com-
pany engaged in dehydrated and value added food manufacturing
and marketing. He showed interest in getting involved with 1IMR
for transfer of millet food value addition technologies.

Delegates from Bangladesh
A group of 9 delegates from Bangladesh, participants of a train-
ing programme organized by the NIRD, Hyderabad, visited the

IIMR on 12 May, 2016 to get detailed know-how about the sor-
ghum crop and its usefulness. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, [IMR,
and other scientists, provided orientation about the latest pro-
duction technologies developed at the institute. The team
showed keen interest in dual purpose varieties, forage sorghum,
sweet sorghums and sorghum food products.

Meetings (M) /7 Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 VA Tonapi, B Venkatesh Bhat Annual review cum work plan meeting M ICRISAT, 30 May, 2016
AV Umakanth of DBT project on commercialization of Patancheru
sweet sorghum
2 VA Tonapi, SS Rao, Prabhakar, HS Talwar, | Brain storming session on Small millets M NBSSLUP, 18 May, 2016
B Dayakar Rao, C Aruna, G Shyam Prasad, Bangalore
B Venkatesh Bhat, Hariprasanna K, IK Das
& KN Ganapathy, HS Gawali, R. Kulkarni
3 Hariprasanna K Review meeting of CRP-Biofortification. M Krishi Bhawan, 20 May, 2016
New Delhi
4 Vilas A Tonapi & Hariprasanna K Joint Workshop under Indo-German w PPV&FRA, 23-24  May,
Bilateral Cooperation in Seed Sector New Delhi 2016
Thought for the month
Just as our eyes need light in order to see, our minds need ideas in order to conceive.”
-- Napoleon Hill

Compilation & Editing

Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat
Photos, Design & Lay-out

HS Gawali & K Sanath Kumar
Hindi Translation
Dr. Mahesh kumar

Publisher & Chief Editor

Director,
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

From:

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hg. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: dsrhyd-ap@nic.in

Website: www.millets.res.in

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge

Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU)

Mulugu Road,

Warangal.

Millets Newsletter No. 151; May, 2016

Page 6 of 6




