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National Workshop of Millets Workers

A national workshop of millets workers was organised at
IIMR, Hyderabad, under the auspices of IIMR, Sahaja
Samrudha, Bengaluru and Society for Millet Research,
Hyderabad during 8-9 May, 2017. The workshop was
aimed at providing an interface platform of different
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stakeholders involved in millet production, processing,
utilization, value addition and popularization. Individual
farmers, research scientists from IIMR, NBPGR, CFTRI,
IISER, etc., NABARD officials, value addition start-ups/
entrepreneurs, processing specialists, NGOs involved in
millet promotion and millets as organic food, indigenous
seed saver organizations and self-help groups actively
participated in the workshop and contributed in the de-
liberations. The workshop was inaugurated by the chief
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guest Mr. C Parthasarathy, IAS, Principal Secretary
(agriculture), Govt. of Telangana. Dr. MV Ashok, Chief
General Manager, GM, Department of Economic Analy-
sis &Research, NABARD, Mumbai, Dr. Joanna Kate Po-
taka, ICRISAT and Mr. Vijay Jardhari, Beej Bachao Ando-
lan, Garhwal, were the guests of honour. The keynote
address was delivered by Dr. GV Ramanjaneyulu, CSA,
Hyderabad.

The workshop was conducted in three concurrent ses-
sions with regular common feedback and appraisals be-
fore the start of subsequent sessions. The concurrent
sessions were held around three broad themes, viz., (1)
Millet Producers group discussing on conservation, culti-
vation and crop improvement; participatory crop im-
provement and systems of crop intensification; (2) Nu-
tritionists and Millet processors group discussing nutri-
tion, and primary processing; and (3) Millet promoters
group deliberating on value addition, mainstreaming
millets, policy change and scale up. Important insights
into adaptation of indigenous varieties, development of
local markets, millet production intensification, chal-
lenges in optimizing machinery for primary processing of
millets and value addition, nutritional benefits of millets
and priorities for future nutritional studies, value addi-
tion and strategies for scaling up, policy push and reori-
entation of support for nutri-cereals, future outlook for
value addition technology development, capacity build-
ing and popularization were discussed at length. The
plenary session concluded with briefing of recommenda-
tions of different sessions. The guest of honour for the
plenary session were Mrs. V Usha Rani, IAS, Director-
General, MANAGE, and Mrs. Jayalakshmi, IAS, Director
General, NIPHM, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad. The chief
guests commended the participants of the workshop for
coming out with useful recommendations. More than
100 delegates participated in the workshop. Dr. B
Venkatesh Bhat, and B Dayakar Rao, Principal Scientists,
IIMR were the coordinator for this meeting.

New RAC Constituted for IIMR

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) consti-
tuted a new Research Advisory Committee for Indian
Institute of Millets Research-Hyderabad under the Chair-
manship of Dr. MP Pandey, Ex-Vice-Chancellor,
(BAU&RIGKVV)& DG, Institute of Agriculture Technology,
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Utthan, UP. The other members nominated are: Dr. C
Ramakrishna, Vice-President (R&D), Nuziveedu Seeds,
Hyderabad; Dr. OP Govila, Ex-Project Coordinator -Pearl
Millet, New Delhi; Dr. JS Bentur, Principal Scientist (Rtd.)
IIRR, Hyderabad; Dr. C Viswanathan, Head, Division of
Plant Physiology, IARI, New Delhi; Dr. K Bhaskarachary;,
Scientist-D, NIN: Director-lIMR, Hyderabad; ADG (FFC),
New Delhi, Sh. Kondapalli Sridhar Reddy, Khammam,
Shri. Nagapuri Rajamouli, Hanmakonda, and Dr. P Rajen-
drakumar, Principal Scientist, IIMR as Member Secre-
tary.

Meeting of Smart Food Export Initiative

First Meeting of Smart Food Export Initiative was held at
Bentley Conference Center, ICRISAT, Patancheru on 12
May 2017. This initiative aims to assist with developing
the export markets for millets and sorghum products
from India, helping companies test and enter the mar-

kets, was led by a partnership of Agriculture Processed
Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA),
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT), ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Re-
search (IIMR), along with industry interested to partici-
pate in exports. On this occasion, a discussion was also
undertaken for inputs on marketing approaches for mil-
lets pan India and with a particular focus on Delhi and
Mumbai. Millet processors from across India gathered
to discuss ways to test and enter export markets. Inno-
vative options were presented to achieve this and a bas-
ket of quality millet (including sorghum) branded prod-
ucts pulled together to show off Indian products.

At the outset, Ms. Joanna Kane-Potaka, Director, Strate-
gic Marketing, ICRISAT briefed the purpose of meeting.
Dr. David Bergvinson, ICRISAT Director General, ICRISAT,
gave the Welcome address. Sh. T Sudhakar, Deputy Gen-
eral Manager, APEDA gave the details on the Smart
Food Export Initiative and Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director,
IIMR explained about the production potentials and op-
portunities for developing the export markets for millets
and sorghum. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Principal scientist, IMR
and about 30 representatives from food industry and
other agencies also participated in the deliberations.

Four Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) to col-
laborate and to popularize millets were signed at the
event. In this regard, Indian Institute of Millets Research
and ICRISAT signed an MOU to engage in Smart Food

activities and co lead the initiative in India.

Millets Festival, Bengaluru

Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director, was invited as guest of honour
for the millet mela entitled “Siridhanya Utsava” (Millets
Festival) held at Lalbagh Botanical Garden, Bengaluru
during 27-29 May, 2017. The honourable former Prime
Minister of India, Shri HD Deve Gowda, inaugurated the
event. On this occasion, Dr. Tonapi spoke on the impor-
tance and health benefits of millets. The three days
trade festival was organized by Institute of Education,
Environment, Development and Agriculture, Horticul-
ture Department and “Grameen Kutumba”, a Bengaluru
based millets promotion firm. Farmers who have shifted
from cultivating sugarcane and paddy to millets were
felicitated on the occasion. Farmers were also honoured
for setting an example by encouraging others to use
rainwater harvesting methods to cultivate millets, sell
the seeds and also encourage sales. On the event, Eng-
lish and Kannada books on the importance of millets
along with recipes were released. H M Sridhar Murthy,
Proprietor, Grameen Kutumbawas the coordinator of
this event.

Inspection of Official Language Implementation
The Official Language Implementation activities at IIMR,

Hyderabad were examined by Shri, Manoj Kumar, Assis-
tant Chief Technical Officer (OL), ICAR, New Delhi on 4
May, 2017. He appreciated the work done at IIMR to-
wards Official Language Implementation and also sug-
gested some more tips for further execution. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, assured him to further intensify the
activities of usage of official Language Implementation
at the Institute. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, OIC, Hindi Cell, Shri
Charles Ekka, Senior Administrative Officer and Dr.

Millets Newsletter No. 163; May, 2017

Page 3 of 6




Mahesh Kumar, Technical Officer (OL) were present dur-
ing inspection.

One day Hindi Workshop at IIMR
One day Hindi Workshop was organized at IIMR, Hydera-
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bad on 4 May, 2017. The staff members of IIMR including
scientific, Technical and Administrative staff were partici-
pated in the workshop. At the outset Dr. B Dayakar Rao,
Officer In-charge, Hindi Cell briefed the participants
about the importance of Official Language Hindi in daily
office use. Shri. Manoj Kumar, Assistant Chief Technical
Officer (OL), ICAR, New Delhi delivered the guest lecture
on Official Language Policy and its Implementation in
various government organizations. In his presidential
remark Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR stated that we
have to do the Official Language Implementation with
great interest and it is our pious duty. The workshop con-
cluded with vote of thanks by Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Tech-
nical Officer (OL). Dr. B Dayakar Rao and Dr. Mahesh
Kumar were coordinated the workshop under the guid-
ance of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi.

New Scientist Joins [IMR

Dr. Sooganna, Scientist (Seed Science and
Technology), previously working at ICAR -
Indian Agricultural Research Institute
(IARI), New Delhi joined ICAR- Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on I
forenoon of 29 May, 2017. His email ID is
sooganna@millets.res.in. IIMR welcomes
him to the Millets family and wishes him all success.

Dr. VR Bhagwat joins IIMR as Emeritus Scientist
Dr. VR Bhagwat, former Principal Scientist
(Entomology), joined ICAR-IIMR as Emeritus
Scientist to work on project entitled
“Mechanism of resistance against sugar-
cane aphids in rabi sorghum” for a period of
three years effective 1 April, 2017.

Visitors
Entrepreneurs

Mr. Sudhir Nema, Vice Precedent (R&D), and Dr. Dhruti-

Bal, Manager, Nutrition, Britannia Industries Limited,
Bengaluru visited IIMR on 3 May, 2017. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR briefed them on on-going re-
search activities, promotion of sorghum health foods
and the mechanism to evolve contracts with the indus-
tries were discussed.

Sh. Pradeep Dhobale, Chairman — Food & Agricultural
Committees, Federation of Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI), Hyderabad visited IIMR on 4
May, 2017. He had interacted with Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director, IIMR, and evinced keen interest in linking incu-
bates with venture capitals. Dr. B Dayakar Rao also par-
ticipated in the deliberations. They also visited the Cen-
tre of Excellence - a sorghum value addition and food
processing technology Park.

Officials
Dr. Veerender Singh Bhatia, Director, ICAR-Indian Insti-
tute of Soybean Research, Indore visited IIMR on 29

him about the ongoing research activities, and action
plans being envisaged at IIMR to enhance the research
and development effort on millets. Issues relating to
Millets-Soybean inter-cultivation practices were also
discussed. Dr. HS Talwar, principal scientist also partici-
pated in the discussions.

Farmers

A group of 20 farmers from KVK, Undi, West Godavari
District, Andhra Pradesh, under the leadership of Dr. N.
Deborah Messiana, Programme Coordinator visited
IIMR on 18 May, 2017 as a part of their exposure visit
and to get detailed know-how about the sorghum and
other millet crops and their usefulness. Dr. RR Chapke
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explained the team about the latest production tech-
nologies developed at the institute and the demonstra-
tion plot. The team also visited the centre of excellence
on value addition to sorghum and millets.

Memorandum of Agreements signed
The following Memorandum of Agreements / Under-
standings were signed at ICAR-IIMR during the Month

of May, 2017. Dr Vilas A Tonapi, Director — IIMR on be-
half of IIMR signed the agreements. These agreements
were facilitated by Dr B Dayakar Rao, Principal Investi-
gator — CoE-Sorghum in presence of Dr. C Aruna, Princi-
pal Scientist, IIMR, Dr. C Sangappa, and Dr. Avinash Sin-
gode, Scientists, IIMR. The details of MoAs signed are
tabled below:
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Memorandum of Agreements signed

Date MoU / MoA Technologies Company /Agency Entrepreneur
signed
3 may, MoA Marketing License of Multi-cut forage sor- M/s. Nageshwara Mr. M
2017 ghum CSH 24 MF Agro Seeds, Ana- Nageshwar
thapur. Reedy
6 May, MoA Marketing License of Multi-cut forage sor- M/s. Bhadra Agro Mrs .K Sujatha
2017 ghum CSH 24 MF Services, Bellary
31 May, | MoA Production and Marketing License of Multi- M/s. Proline Mr. Surendra
2017 cut forage sorghum CSH 24 MF Seeds, New Delhi Arora

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates

No

1 | Vilas A Tonapi & Meeting of Smart Food M ICRISAT, 12 May, 2017
B Dayakar Rao Export Initiative Patancheru

2 | Vilas A Tonapi

“SiridhanyaUtsava” (Mil M

lets Festival)

Lalbagh Botanical | 27-29 May, 2017
Garden,

Bengaluru

Thought for the month

“Just as our eyes need light in order to see, our minds need ideas in order to conceive.”

-- Napoleon Hill
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