Hyderabad n Solapur o Jalna

1. National Seminar on Millets

2. National Brainstorming Workshop for Promoting Millets
3. New books released

4. Launching of Vegan Prebaked multigrain roti

5. Sorghum foods stall at Home Science College

6. Best posteraward to DSR at Intemational Conference
7. Best poster awards at National Seminaron Millets

8. Lecture delivered

9. Visitors

10. Road shows during

11. Recognition to Dr SS Rao

12. Meetings/ Symposia / Workshop / Training/ Conference attend ed
13. Official Tours

National Seminar on Millets

National Seminar on Millets was organized by Directorate of Sorghum
Research (DSR), Hyderabad, at NIRD, Hyderabad on 12 Novem ber in
collabor ation with Director ate of Millets Dev elopm ent (DMD), Jai pur and
National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad, 2010. The
seminar deliberated on the research and developmental issues on
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Dr. RP Dua delivering the wel come address

millets and to plan strategies to help the dry land farmers to grow their
way out of poverty through better access to markets and other support
services. The seminar was inaugurated by the chief guest Dr. N
Raghuveera Reddy, Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture, Government of
Andhra Pradeshin the presence of the Guests of Hanour - Padmashree
Dr. MV Rao, Former special DDG, ICAR, New Delhi, and former Vice-
Chancellor, ANGRAU, Hyderabad, Dr. SS Kadam, former Vice-
Chancellor, Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani, Maharas htr a,
Dr. EA Siddiq, Former DDG (CS), ICAR, New Delhi, Dr. Gurubachan
Singh, Agriculture Commissioner, Governmentofindia, and Dr. RP Dua,
ADG (FFC), ICAR. The other dignitaries on the podium were Dr. JV Patil,
Director, DSR and Mr. Mathew Kunnumkal, DG, NIRD. It was attended
by more than 200 delegates including scientists, seed sector
entrepreneurs, students and other stalwarts and policymakers from all
over the country.

Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR in his welcome address explained the
importance of the millets to usher in food and national securityinIndia.
The deliberations were organized in four different sessions. The
seminar discussed in detail on systems perspectives in setting the
priorites on Millets development, utilization and entrepreneurship to
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link farmers with the markets and to ensure that all important iss ues
related to milletagric ulture val ue chain are added. Dr B Dayakar Rao,

7
National Seming

“Changing face of production, il

Dr. JV Patil emphasizing on the importance of millets to thedel

egates

Secretary, Organizing committee of the Seminar coordinated the above
event with the help of several committees from DSR and staff under
Millet Value Chain project of NAIP. This event was widely covered by
print and el ectronic media.

Releas e of Publications: During the inaugural session, five publications
were released by the dignitaries. The list of releas ed publications are:
1. Souvenir entitted “Research and Development in Millets” by
DSR, Hyderabad
2. “Recent trends in Production Utilization and Trade of Sorghum in
India “ by DSR, Hyderabad
3. “Status paper on Millets” by DMD, Jai pur
4. “Crop and state-wise improved cultivars of Millets” by DMD,
Jaipur
5. Hindi Patrika “Jwar Saurabh” by DSR, Hyder abad.

Exhibition: Various public and private sector organizations and NGOs
had set up their stalls and exhibited various millet bas ed food products
and grains of varieties and hybrids in the “Exhibition” organized during
the National Seminar on Millets. T his exhibition was inaugurated by Shri
N Raghuveera Reddy, Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture & Horticulture,
GovernmentofAndhra Pradesh.

Poster Competition: About 35 posters depicting vivid pictures and
tables with significantinformation on millets were onthe show adjacent
to the venue of seminar hall. The committee constituted with
professional selected the best posters and presented awards for first
three top rating posters.

National Brainstorming Workshop for Promoting Millets

National Brainstorming Works hop for Promoting Millets was organized
jointly by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperation, Ministry of Rural
Development and Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) at
NIRD, Hyderabad on 13 November, 2010. More than 80 delegates
comprising of administrators and policy makers from Central and State
Governments; Research Institutions of ICAR, CSIR and ICMR;
organizations like NIPHEM, MANAGE participated in the workshop. Dr.
Gurubac han Singh, Agriculture Commissioner, Governm ent of India and
Dr. PK Basu, Secretary (A&C) m ade detailed presentations on Research
and Development activities on Millets. During the workshop various

National Brainstorming Workshop for Promoting Millets in progress

issues including the scenario of millets during last five decades, areas
of concern and required policy support, problems and prospects,
Nutritional im portance, success stories, product diversification of
millets and expectation from the workshop were deliberated.

Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR highlighted the issues inrespect of sorghum
crop including availability of large number of high yielding varieties,
hybrids and other technologies for yield improvement. Dr. B Dayakar
Rao made the presentation based on the three year pilot study on
consortium mode led by DSR. Dr. PK Bas u, Secretary (A&C) constituted
a Task Force under the Chairmans hip of Agriculture Commissioner to
develop the programme for sustainable development and use of
millets, which could be funded through RKVY on the pattern of
Accelerated Pulse Production Programme (A3 P).

New books released

Research and Development on Millets: A special souvenir entitted
“Research and Development on Millets” was released during National
Seminar on millets by. This book is a compendium of 10 lead
presentations and selected abstracts on millets organized in 5
different them es. The articles vividly elucidate the present scenario of
the subject and highlight the perspective of future Research. This
publication can be of immense value to researchers, policy makers,
entrepreneurs and industrialists who strive for ensuring the nutritional
and livelihood and s ustai nability of the resource poor farmers of India.
This publication was compiled and edited by Drs JVPatil, B Dayakar
Rao, AV Umakanth, VA Tonapi, Sujay Rakshit, SS Rao and KN
Ganapathy. ISBN NO: 81-89335-32-4.

Recent trends in Production Utilization and Trade of Sorghum in India:
This book gives a brief account on com prehensive study on profiling
and market analysis of sorghum globally and in India including

Shri Raghuveera Reddy, MoA (AP), releasing a publication “Recent
trends in production utilization and trade of sorghum in India”

acreage, yield and production trends and consumption patterns of
sorghum. Authors: Drs B Dayakar Rao, J V Patil, K Nirmal Reddy, H S
Talwar, Vandana Varma, B Sriharsha and N Kachui. This book is a
jointcontribution from DSR-ITC (ABD) under NAIP s ub-projecton Millets
value c hain. ISBN NO: 81-89335-31-6.
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Launc hing of Vegan’s Prebake d multigraln rot/

M/s Vegan Agro Food Products, Hyderabad which has a MoU with DSR
on Commercialization of Sorghum processed foods under NAIP
subproject. It has launched m ulti-grain rotis (prebaked segment)in the
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market. The product was launched by Shri. N. Raghuveera Reddy,
Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture & Horticulture, Government of Andhra
Pradesh during the National Seminar on Millets 2010 in the presence
of Shri Bharat Sankar (M/s Vegan Agro Foods) and Dr JV Patil,
Director, DSR. The Jowar rich multigrain prebaked rotis are very
nutritious and healthy for all age groups. These rotis have s helf life of 7
days under refrigeration. This pre-baked rotis should be baked
completely on tawa equally on both sides before consumption. The
preliminary efforts for MoA and commercialization with M/s Vegan Agro
Food Products, Hyderabad are initiated by Dr B Dayakar Rao, CPl of the
NAIP pr oject.

Sorghum foods stall at Home Science College

On the eve of “Diabetes Day” on 15 November, 2010 a seminar was
organized at College of Hom e Science, Hyderabad, the diabetes capital
of India by ANGRAU in association with DSR. The role of DSR was to
create awareness onimportance of millet foods in controlling diseas es
like diabetes. DSR set up astall on Jowar foods and displayed pos ters
and samples of processed products of sorghum. They also displayed
the research findings of the studies on nutritional evaluation of
sorghum on diabetic patients emerging out of collaboration with
National Institute of Nutrition (NIN). Large number of participants
including doctors, nutritionists, diabetic patients, researchers,
scientists, private sector delegates and students visited the sorghum
stall. Delegates showed keen interest on processed sorghum foods
and nutritional importance of these products in controlling diabetes.
This exhibition was organized under the Millet-Value Chain project and
coordinated by Mrs. Vishala Devender and Ms Kiranmai.

Best poster award to DSR at Inte mational Conference

DSR bagged Best poster award for the poster entitted “Transgenic
sweet sorghum- production and molecular characterization” at the

Thebest poster award being received by G Rajini and S Krishna Murthy

International Conference on “Biotec hnology: A Global Scenario” (under
the session on Plant Biotechnology and Molecular Biology) conducted
at Kakatiya University, Warangal during 2- 4 November, 2010.The
authors for this award winning poster are KBRS Visarada, K Uma
Tejaswi, G Rajini, N Saikishore, Kanti Meena, Monique Royer and SV
Rao. People contributed behind the screen are Mr. S. Krishna Murthy,
M Praveen, J Narasimha, HS Gawali and M Sai Kumar. Congratulations
to all the team members.

DSR bagged best poste r awards

1 Prize: The poster entitled” Importance of starch quality in industry
and identification of genetic stocks for specific starch quality”
submitted by Swarnalatha M, Audilaks hmi S, Elangovan M, and Patil
JV, won the first prize in the National seminar on millets on 12 Nov,
2010 atNIRD.

3 Prize: The poster entitled “Potential of sweet sorghum for bio energy,
biomass, food and fodder in dry land agr o-ecos ystems” won the Il prize
in the National seminar on millets on 12 Nov, 2010 at NIRD. Drs. SS
Rao, AV Umakanth, M Elangovan, CV Ratnavathi, B Dayakar Rao, BV
Bhat and JS Mishra are the authors/ contributors for this poster.
Congratulations to all.

Lecture delivered

Dr. JS Mishra delivered a lecture on “Integrated Weed Management in
Seed Spice crops" in a training programme organized by National
Research Centre on Seed Spices, Aimer, Rajasthan on 16 November,

2010 at CRIDA, Hyderabad.

Visitors

Assistant Directors of Agriculture & Horticulture
A team of 16 Assistant Directors from different districts of Agric ulture
and Horticulture department, Government of Andhra Pradesh visited
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activities of sorghum

the institute on 19 November 2010 under the leadership of Mrs. M
Shyamala, ADA, SAMETI. They were participants of training on Post
Harvest Technology, which was organized by State Agricultural
Management and Extension Training Institute (SAMETI), Old Malak pet,
Hyderabad. This visit was a part of their training programme. They
showed interest on the crop development, post harvest technol ogies
and value addition in sorghum. Dr. RR Chapke briefed them about the
institute profile, achievements made in the past and ongoing research
activities.

The visitors were exposed to research and development activities of
sorghum, and sweet sorghum through video shows. Most of them
intensely enquired about feasibility of sweet sorghum cultivation in the
farmers’ fields. It was followed by visit to the food processing lab, and
interacted with the experts on different aspects of sorghum foods
preparation and marketing. Smt. Vishala Devender, Technical Officer,
DSR elaborated the process of preparation of various sorghum
products and its importance for human consumption. This visit was
coordinated by Dr. RR Chapke with the help of Sh. Pramod Kumar,
Technic al Officer, Agricultural Extension U nit.

NAARM trainees: A group of 33 participants from the training programme
on “Establishment & Finance Matters” NAARM, Hyderabad visited DSR
on 19 November 2010. They were elaborated on the administrative
activities including leave managementsystem. They also visited various
labs at DSR. The team was led by Mr. K Sanath Kumar, PS, DSR, and
this visit was coordinated by Mr. NVRN Murthy, AFAO at DSR.

Farm women: A group of 30 women farmers from Farmer training centre,
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad visited DSR on 20 Nov, 2010. They were
briefed about the research activities and the im portance of sorghum as
health and nutritious food. Relevant literature was provided to them.
They also visited food processing lab at DSR. The team was led by Ms K
Sunitha, ADA, FTC and this visit was coordinated by Smt. Vishala
Devender and NAIPteam at DSR.

Group discussion

Mr. S Krishna Murthy, JRF and Ms. P Sandhya Rani, student from
Biotec hnology lab, DSR participated in the group discussion on “Use of
Transgenic animals in food production exploring social and ethical
issues, held at Agri-Biotech foundation, ANGRAU campus, Hyderabad
on 23 November 2010.

Road shows during November

As partof promotional activity of Jowar products under NAIP s ubproject
road-s hows were organized at KBR Park and Padm arao Nagar Park and
at ICAR Institutes like DOR, NAARM and DRR. NAIP team including Mrs.
Vishala Devender, Kiranmai, Shailaja, Pavan Kumar, Ashok, Sandeep
Kumar, and others actively participated under the guidance of Dr. B
Dayakar Rao in these Road s hows.

Recognition to DrSS Rao

Dr SS Rao, Pr. Scientist DSR chaired a session on “Sustainable
Agriculture in relation to Global Climate Change” during the National
Conference of Plant Physiology: Physiological and Molecular
Approaches for Crop Improvement under Changing Environment, held
at Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi from 25 to 27 November 2010.
This conference was jointly organized by Deptt. of Plant Physiology,
Instt. of Agric. Sciences. BHU & Indian Society for Plant Physiology, New
Delhi.
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Meetings (M)/ Symposia (S)/Workshop (W)/ Training (T) / Conference (C) attended
S. Name of the Participated in Type Venue Dates
No Official
1 P Mukesh National Information & Communication Technol- M NAAS Complex, 2-6 Nov, 2010
ogy (NCT) Group m eeting New Del hi
2 K Sanath Kumar & Training programme on Establishment & Finance T NAARM 15-24 Nov, 2010
D Rambabu Matters Hyd erabad
3 B Dayakar Rao 18th Annual AERA Conference C NAARM, 18-20 Nov, 2010
Hyd erabad
4 B Dayakar Rao & Workshop to formulate Guidelines for Mahil a kis- w NIRD, 18-19 Nov, 2010
P Mukesh san sas hakthikar an Pariyojana (MKS P) Hyd erabad
5 VA Tonapi Interface Meeting on Database Management M NASC 23 Nov, 2010
New Del hi
6 B Dayakar Rao 24t National Conference on Agricul tural Marketing C NAU, Navsari, 23-25
Gujar at Nov, 2010
iT: IK Das One-day sensitization cum training workshop on T NAARM, 25 Oct, 2010
ProjectInformation & Management System Hyderabad
8 NVRN Murty Audit Review Meeting M NIANP, 26 Nov, 2010
Bangalore
9 SS Rao & National Conferenc e of Plant Physiology C BHU, 23-30 Nov, 2010
HS Talwar Varanasi
10 G Shyam Prasad Training programme on “Data Analysis Using SAS” T NAARM, 24-30, Nov, 2010
Hyd erabad
11 SS Rao Meeting on DBT -Sweetsorghum bagasse ethanol M TERI, Gurgaon, 29 Nov, 2010
project - review New Del hi
12 JS Mishra Presentation of alead paper at National Confer- C TNAU, 30 Nov. 1 Dec, 2010
ence on Weed Managem ent Coimbatore
Official Tours
S. Name of the Place Visited Dates Purpose
No Official
1 JV Patil Coimbator e & Bangalore 23 -30 Nov 2010 Mo nitoring of AICSIP Centr es
AV Umakanth OSN, Warangal 29 Nov, 2010 To monitor sowings of various AICSIP centres
Chari Ap paji CPPRI, S ahar anpur 29 Nov - 4 Dec, 2010 To discuss with C PCRI possible collaboration on
sorghum straw as a paper pulp
Thought for the month
"Direction is more important than speed. We are so busy looking at our speedometers that we forget the
milestone." - Anonymous
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