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The “Millet Finder” Launched
The Indian Institute of Millets Research of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR-IIMR), and

International Crops Research Institute of the Semi- I —
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) jointly launched the “Millet| Products by Country

Finder” on 25 November 2020 during the Food
Tech Expo. The Millet Finder database will help us-| = s cme cossee e comn e [RR o
ers to find over 500 millet products availablein30| ~— ~— ~ & o oo
countries across the globe. The Food Tech Expo
was conducted to drive markets and value chains| @& c T ‘":'-'-’?me |- p——
for smart foods- which is good for the planet and - G
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have been Working With governments, NGOS and "urnaslvadc:r.a F.’i.'fljes..’\.r.c.dclha I"urn'1 -r.1.r.'|-._‘jdh.) I"urr\'ishraddm
the private industry to create awareness of the

benefits of consuming millets and cultivating them.

During launching of the database, Dr Vilas Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IMR, said that “India has been leading
the world with the largest range of millet products, driven partly by government awareness programs to
consumers, industry, farmers and also to its own government departments. The need for more nutritious
foods and resilient crops that can cope with climate change have been some key reasons behind the gov-
ernment programs,” Dr. B Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub of [IMR spoke on How India is building Smart food
markets and Value chains. Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat explained how millets and sorghum are good for the
planet and farmer. Dr. Joanna Kane-Potaka, ADG (External Relations), ICRISAT was the moderator. The
other speakers participated were Drs. Tim Lust, Prof. Tim /Dalton, Prof Prabhu Pingali from USA, Dr. Ram-
jitha Tabo, Mali and Dr. Rebbie Harawa, Kenya.

5" Institute Germplasm Identification Committee Meeting held on 26th November 2020

Virtual Meeting of Institute Germplasm Identification Committee Meeting was held on 26 November 2020
to identify the suitable genetic stocks for registration with ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi. The meeting was at-
tended by Dr M Elangovan (Chairman), Drs C Aruna, P Sanjana, Avinash Singode as members and other
subject matter specialist scientists and applicants. There were 6 new applications screened for registration.
All the 8 applications were recommended for registration with ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi. Anthracnose re-
sistant, drought tolerant, neck blast, finger blast resistant and low fat content were the important trait-
specific genotypes identified in combination with grain yield. The meeting was coordinated by Drs M
Elangovan and B Amasiddha.

Training on digitalization of FPOs for creating Marketing linkages

ICAR-IIMR organized a e- Training on digitalization of FPO activities for creating Marketing linkages on
21st November, 2020. A demo on utilization of digital platform was made during this session by Dr.
Swamy Pentala, Director, Youkuta. More than 50 Farmer Producer Organizations have participated in the
training program to have marketing linkages to their produce. It’s a unique platform to enable the market-
ing of millets produce and as well to access technical advisory services. This platform also increases the
traceability of the product in the supply-chain. The app has the facilities for weather prediction, price pre-
diction and price advisory services to the farmers. Drs. K. Srinivas Babu & Sangappa coordinated this train-
ing program. The platform will be launched at the earliest to provide accessibility to FPOs.
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Awareness programme for women on mil-
lets in Hulsoor village of Karnataka

One-day millet awareness programme was organ-
ized on 11th November 2020 in Hulsoor Village of
Karnataka state under DBT women Project of this
institute. The main aim of the programme was to
create awareness on millets health benefits and
marketing opportunities which not only helps the
women farmers to get nutritious grains but also to
enhance income by marketing the processed
grains. Nearly 30 women farmers participated in
the programme. Women members were also
trained on cooking methods of millets. Dr. San-
gappa, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR & Pl of the project, Ms.
Laxmi B., Project Coordinator of project have coor-
dinated this event.

Online Sameti Training

Online training was conducted on millets produc-
tion and utilization by SAMETI, Guntur, on 11 No-
vember, 2020 for Agricultural Officers of the state
of Andhra Pradesh. Drs. Sangappa and Amasiddha,
ICAR - IIMR, Hyderabad delivered Guest lectures
on millets production practices and business op-
portunities in millets. Participants were also given
brief on formation of FPOs to enhance the income
through aggregation of produce. Director,
SAMETI, Guntur appreciated the efforts made by
ICAR-IIMR in creating entrepreneurs on millets.

E-Training on “Empowerment and Entrepre-
neurial Development in Agriculture”

A National e- training entitled “Empowerment and
Entrepreneurial Development in Agriculture” was
organized by Department of Agricultural Exten-
sion, UAS, GKVK-Bengaluru during 9- 12th No-
vember, 2020. As a part of training, Dr. Sangappa
Scientist (Agril. Extension) was invited as Resource
person to deliver lecture on “Entrepreneurship De-
velopment through millets production, processing
and value addition”.

Dr. Umakanth at NSI, Kanpur
Dr Umakanth visited the National Sugar Institute
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(NSI), Kanpur on 18th Nov 2020 and monitored the
ongoing experiments on Sweet sorghum at NSI.
The recent bulletin on Sweet sorghum for biofuel
production from IIMR was shared with Dr Naren-
dra Mohan, Director-National Sugar Institute,
Kanpur and other staff members and it was
highly appreciated.

Virtual Meet by Odisha Millet Mission

Odisha Millet Mission (OMM) organized a virtual
meet for finalization of specification for millets pri-

mary processing machines. The meeting was
chaired by Dr. Mutturaman, Director, Department
of Agriculture & farmers empowerment, Govt. of
Odisha. In his address, he expressed the gratitude
to IIMR for its technical guidance in implementing
activities of OMM. Drs K. Srinivas Babu & San-
gappa participated in the meeting and deliberated
on various issues.

Promotions

According to the Council’s directives IIMR scien-
tists Drs. KN Ganapathi and Avinash Singode have

been promoted as Senior scientists and Drs. Jinu
Jacob and Parasuram Patroti have been promoted
as Scientist with Sr. Scale.

On the basis of Institute's Departmen-
tal Promotion committee recommen-
dation, Sh. J Bhagawantham, Senior
Technician is promoted as Technical
Assistant.

Staff of IIMR congratulates all on their promotions.

E- Meeting with Department of Agriculture,
Kerala

A virtual meet was organized by Nutrihub, ICAR -
[IMR & Department of Agriculture, Kerala to delib-
erate on road map for implementation of millet
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project in Attapadi tribal area of Kerala state. Dr.
Dayakar Rao B. CEO Nutrihub & Dr. Sangappa, Sci-
entist participated in this meet. Dr. Suresh Babu,
Principal Agriculture Officer, Pallakad briefed
about the scope of millets in this region. It was de-
cided during the meeting that ICAR-IIMR would
offer technical guidance to Department of Agricul-
ture, Kerala in implementing the project. The
meeting ended with vote of thanks from Agricul-
ture officer, Agali, Kerala.

Constitution day of India 2020

Constitution Day was celebrated at ICAR-Indian
Institute of Millets Research on 26 November
2020. In this year, it marked the 71°" anniversary of
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the adoption of the Constitution and raises aware-
ness about the Indian Constitution. Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, and all the staff of [IMR red the
Preamble to the Constitution, it was an important

aspect of the celebrations and reaffirming our com-

mitment to upholding its ideology.

Other activities like Talks/Webinars on constitu-
tional values and fundamental principles of the In-
dian Constitution were also organised. IIMR organ-
ized this event by maintaining the social distance
and following other guidelines of the council issued
in the wake of COVID 19 pandemic.

Invited lecture-cum-Demo on Digital Field
Book

Dr M Elangovan has delivered Lecture-cum-Demo
on Digital Field Book during the ICAR-NAHEP-
IDP National webinar on importance of e-data
book keeping under e-Governance organized by
UAS-Dharwad on 13th Nov 2020. About 194 par-
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ticipants of students and staffs from all over the
country joined the online session of lecture and
demonstrations.

Virtual Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S.No Name Participated in Type Dates
1 Rajendrakumar P “Vigilance in Financial Management” — organized by ICAR-Indian | Guest Lec- 02 Nov.,
Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. ture 2020
2 Jinu Jacob ‘Plantae Presents: Gustavo MaclIntosh and Jyothi Vaddasery’. Organ- | webinar 02 Nov.,
ised by ASPB (American Society of Plant Biologists) 2020
3 Venkateswarlu ‘Recent advances in analytical biochemistry techniques, its applica- | Training 02-11 Nov.,
Ronda tions and interpretations’ Conducted by College of Veterinary and 2020
Animal Sciences, MAFSU, Nagpur.
4 B Dayakar Rao Meeting with PM FME Committee held for review and finalization of | Meeting 04 & 20
remaining Cost Norms for onward submission to MoFP!I Nov., 2020
5 B Dayakar Rao ISAP - Impact Evaluation meeting for data requirements for the | Meeting 05 Nov.,
preparation of Evaluation Report 2020
6 B Dayakar Rao Farm2fork - Virtual exhibition and Conference organized by PHD | Conference 05 Nov.,
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 2020
7 B Dayakar Rao a-IDEA - NAARM Meeting regarding the reforms in HR policy of the | Meeting 06 Nov.,
Incubation centre 2020
8 B Dayakar Rao Virtual review meeting on DAC project “Development of a National | Meeting 06 Nov.,
Database on Millets and Establishing Benchmarks for Production, 2020
Consumption, and Utilization of Millets”
9 B Dayakar Rao 1st Committee meeting of White Paper on Millets for setting up of | Meeting 07 Nov.,
Plan of Action, teams and timelines for submission to NITI Aayog 2020
10 B Dayakar Rao Meeting with Dr. Prabodh Halde regarding the plans for taking up | Meeting 09 Nov.,
the R&D initiatives for Plant-based food alternatives 2020
11 | Sangappa & Workshop on Millet FPOs organized by RO, NABARD, Ranchi Workshop 9 Nov.,
K. Srinivasa Babu 2020
12 B Dayakar Rao Kritagya Hackathon - Pre-final round: Selection of finalists from the | Meeting 10 to 12
27 participants of the South zone. Nov., 2020
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Virtual Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

13 B Dayakar Rao Virtual meeting with Arunachal Pradesh Agricultural department offi- | Meeting 12 Nov.,
cials to review "Development of National Database on Millets & Estab- 2020
lishing the Benchmarks for Production, Consumption and Utilization"
14 B Dayakar Rao Subgroup-1 meeting of White Paper on Millets for allocation of con- | Meeting 13 Nov.,
tent areas across the IIMR team, CFTRI and Dr. TCR 2020
15 B Dayakar Rao Meeting with NRS CELL, [IM Bangalore regarding collaboration oppor- | Meeting 17 Nov.,
tunities for Co-incubation, marketing and other supports 2020
16 B Dayakar Rao Training lecture on Processing Technologies for Millets for the Interna- | Webinar 18 Nov,
tional program organized by the National Institute for MSME 2020
17 KN Ganapathi ‘Current Trends and Challenges in Plant Biochemistry and Biotechnol- | conference 20-21 Nov.,
ogy' 2020
18 Jinu Jacob, Analysis of intergeneric cross variants and understanding genome | Poster at | 20-21 Nov.,
Rajendrakumar P, alterations in sorghum” organized by SPBB, Delhi and BITS, Goa national 2020
Usha Satija, virtual con-
KBRS Visarada ference
19 Jinu Jacob National Virtual Conference on Current Trends and Challenges in Plant | conference 20-21, Nov
Biochemistry and Biotechnology. 2020
20 B Dayakar Rao Session on "How Indian is building SMART Food markets and Value | Webinar 25 Nov., 20
chains" in African Food Tech virtual meet organized by ICRISAT
21 KN Ganapathi “Evaluation of elite finger millet genotypes for moisture stress toler- | conference 26-27, Nov
ance” 2020
22 N Kannababu & International Colloquium on Crop Physiology (ICPP2020) organized by conference 26-27, Nov
Jinu Jacob Crop Physiology, TNAU, Coimbatore 2020
23 Rajendrakumar P “Genomics Strategies for Improvement of Abiotic Stress Tolerance in | Webinar 27 Nov.,
Crop Plants” — organized by ICAR-National Institute of Abiotic Stress 2020
Management, Baramati.
24 Vilas A Tonapi Chaired a session at international conference on E — conference on | Conference 27 Nov.,
Advances and Future outlook in Bio-technology and crop improve- 2020
ment for sustainable productivity organized by University of Horticul-
tural Sciences, Bagalkot
25 B Dayakar Rao, “Role of Millets in tackling the Diabetes — Nutricon 2020” - organized | Conference 28 Nov.,
N Kannababu, jointly by Nutrihub, ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hydera- 2020
Rajendrakumar P & | bad and FS Endocrines & Diabetes Centre, Hyderabad.
Sangappa
Thought for the month
Always aim at complete harmony of thought and word and deed. Always aim at purifying your thoughts and everything
will be well. - Mohandas K. Gandhi
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