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Training Programme on “Market Driven Millets Production, Processing and Value addition technologies for
FPOs of Odisha State”

Odisha Millet Mission and ICAR — Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) jointly organized a Training Programme
entitled “Market Driven Millets Production, 7 :

Processing and Value addition technologies for
FPOs of Odisha State” during 29 November - 2
December, 2021 at ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad. Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad
delivered the inaugural address. This four days
training programme covered various lectures
including Nutritional and health benefits of mil-
lets for healthy living, Shelf Life enhancement
Technologies in Millets, Improved millet pro-
duction technologies for higher vyields, Im-
proved Finger Millet and Little Millet Cultivars
for Odissa. Dr. Sukanya, PC Unit on Small Mil-
lets, Scientists from ICAR — IIMR - Drs. PG Pad-
maja, Venkateswarlu Ronda, and KN Ganapa-
thy, delivered the lectures.

Operation of millet primary processing equip-
ment such as Destoner, Dehuller, Grader cum
aspirator were also demonstrated to the par-
ticipants. The trainees also visited the Nutrihub,
Centre of Excellence and startup facilities and interacted with the CEO Dr. B Dayakar Rao. Dr. V Ravikumar, Technical
Officer and his team Demonstrated large scale manufacturing units of Biscuits, Flakes, Semolina and other value added
products using various Millets as raw source. Dr. R G Math, former — Head CFTRI, Mysuru delivered the lecture on La-
belling, packaging, branding, Marketing of millets value added products during the valedictory session. Dr. Sangappa,
Scientist and the chief coordinator of this programme proposed the vote of thanks.

Q\?

‘National Campaign on Agriculture and Environment-Citizen Face’

ICAR-IIMR organized a visit of School children to experimental fields, value addition, food laboratories and genebank
on the eve of ‘National Cam- g -
paign on Agriculture and En-
vironment-Citizen Face’.
There were 100 children
from 5 different schools §%
from Rajendranagar who
participated actively in the
program. During the event
children  participated to
know different millet crops
and their health benefits,
nutrient richness, value addi- |
tion, processing machineries
etc. They also visited the mil- E : : 5 ,
let gene bank and witnessed the live panlcles of aII mlllets for the flrst time. Three dlfferent competitions were organ-
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ized during these children’s visit to [IMR. All the three
competitions were focused on the theme of “Agriculture

BT

and Environment”. The best drawings, winners of the
debate and quiz competitions were distributed prizes
and certificates by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR
-Hyderabad. He addressed the School Children and ex-
plained about the importance of millets and Govern-
ment of India’s policies on diversification of food habits
for nutritional security. He also congratulated the win-
ners of the competitions and informed the children that
many more such events are going to be celebrated on
the eve of International Year of Millets-2023. The stu-
dent representatives of all the schools gave a feedback
about the new learning and understandings of agricul-
ture during concluding session. The program was coordi-
nated by Drs. M Elangovan, V Ravikumar, KBRS Visarada,
Jinu Jacob, Srividhya. B Amasiddha, C Deepika and R
Swarna.

Webinar on Connecting FPOs to Digital Market Place

A webinar was organized by ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad on
the zoom platform on the topic of connecting the farmer
producer organizations to the digital market place. The
meeting was organized by Dr. Sangappa, Principal Inves-
tigator, FPO Projects with the help of Mr. Rohit Dholi,
project staff. Smt. Pragati Gokhale, CEO of market-
mirchi.com was the lead speaker of the program. The
sole objective of the program was making the Mission
Mera Mobile Mera Marketing a successful one through
creating awareness on digital marketing to strengthen
the traditional marketing practices through the use of
network in the era of internet. Smt. Gokhale briefed on
the importance of digital marketing and taught the par-
ticipating FPOs about the steps of registering their pro-
duce in the digital marketing platform. Sh. Srinivasa
Babu, Scientist, ICAR-IIMR briefed about FPO activities.
Around 100 participants participated in this virtual webi-
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nar which proved to be a highly useful program.

Success story on Odisha’s first Millet Shakti Outlet
As a part of Odisha Millet Mission Project being imple-
mented by ICAR-IIMR, Sh K Srinivasa Babu and Dr. San-
gappa, Project Investigators of Project visited and docu-
mented a success story under the Project, in which Miss
Suvra Pattanaik JRF had an interaction with Odisha’s first
ever Millet Shakti outlet at Krushi Bhawan, Bhubaneswar
on 22 November, 2021. The millet Shakti outlet is re-
cently inaugurated by Dr. Arun Kumar Sahoo, Minister of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Empowerment, Fisheries & Ani-
mal resources Development, Higher Education, Govt. of
Odisha on 5th November, 2021. The millet Shakti outlet
is a joint venture and initiative by Odisha Millets Mission
and Mission Shakti which is a state govt. scheme by Gov-
ernment of Odisha where Mission Shakti is promoting
the activities of women Self Help Groups (SHGs) and un-
der the joint activities of both the women SHGs who are
involved in making, processing and selling of the prod-
ucts (both millet based as well as other snacks) in making
the women farmers self-reliant. This outlet is operated
by Shaktimayee federation where around 10 SHGs and
100 women are involved. This has set a great example of
popularizing the millet based products along with its
health benefits as well as making it famous among the
consumers. The role of women SHGs is highly commend-
able and appreciable and an excellent example for oth-
ers to emulate.

Awards

Raithu Nestham award:

Dr AV Umakanth, Principal Scientist received the pres-
tigious Padmasri Dr. | V Subba Rao Raithu Nestham
award-2021 on 30 October, 2021. The award was pre-
sented by Hon’ble Vice-President of India Sri M Venkaiah

Naidu in the presence of Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, Sri K. Kannababu during
the award distribution ceremony held at Vijayawada.

Best Oral Presentation Award:

Dr B Amasiddha, Scientist received the Best Oral Pres-
entation Award for his presentation on “Selection of
Barnyard Millet Genotypes under Moisture Deficit Stress
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Condition using Multi-Trait Genotype-ldeotype Distance
Index” in the National Seminar on Barnyard millet - A
Promising Crop for Future Needs organized by Agricul-
tural College and Research Institute (AC&RI), Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University (TNAU), Madurai on 10 November
2021. The authors of this paper were: Amasiddha B, M.
Elangovan, KN Ganapathy, C Deepika, R Swarna, and C
Sangappa.

Resource person

Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official Lan-
guage), IIMR, Hyderabad was invited as a Resource Per-
son by ICAR-Indian Institute of Sugarcane Research,

Lucknow to give lecture on “Official Language Policy of
India & its implementation” on 20 November, 2021 dur-
ing the online training programme organized on
“Establishment Matters for LDC and UDC of ICAR” during
15-20 November, 2021. Dr. Mahesh Kumar in his presen-
tation on “Bharat Sarkar ki Rajbhasha Niti evam samban-
dhit Adhiniyam va Niyam tatha unaka karyanvayan” told
about the rules, regulations & incentives for Official Lan-
guage Implementation. He also clarified the doubts of
the participants of the training at the end.

Presentations

Dr. Sangappa and his team presented paper on “A critical
analysis of success story of Vishakha Farmer Producer
Company, Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh” in the plat-
form of International virtual conference on Transforming
Agricultural Advisory Services to mitigate the effects of
the pandemic for farmer’s welfare (ICTAAS, 2021) jointly
organized by VAIAL, Vellore, India, TANUVAS, Chennai,
India, BHU, Ethiopia & ANU, Sudan at Vellore Institute of
Technology, Vellore, held on 12 November, 2021. This
outstanding paper was authored by Dr. Sangappa, Dr.
Manjuprakash, Dr. Laxmi Balaganoormath and Mr. Rohit
Dholi. The paper was awarded appreciation certificate
from the organizers.

Lectures Delivered

Elangovan, M., Principal Scientist, IIMR delivered a lec-
ture on Digital Field Book — Paperless Data Collection at
National Seminar on Barnyard millet - A Promising Crop
for Future Needs organized by Agricultural College & Re-
search Institute (AC&RI), Tamil Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity (TNAU), Madurai, Tamil Nadu on 10 November 2021
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(200 participants). He also delivered a lecture on Nutri-
cereals Research and Development during the DIT-
TNSCST FUNDED three days training Program on
"Processing of Millet grains and development of value
added products from millets for the enrichment of liveli-
hood of rural women and farmers” in the Department of
Food Processing and Preservation Technology, School of
Engineering, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science
and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore on 24
November 2021, which had 150 participants.

Dr. B Subbarayudu Yadav, delivered a Guest lecture on
“Insect pests of millets and their integrated pest man-
agement and the importance of millets cultivation” to B.
Sc., (Ag) students at Glocal University Training and Re-

search Center, Hyderabad on 25 November, 2021. The
insect pests of millets and their control measures were
taught to students. In this programme along with millets
(foxtail millet, bajra, barnyard millet, finger millet, brown
top millet, little millet and sorghum), other crops cultiva-
tion practices were also explained to them. This pro-
gramme was attended by Sri. Gavini Narendar, Dr. K An-
and, Dr. S Ravikumar, Dr. Hariprasad, Sri. Ravikumar,
Smt. Malini, and Ms. Gayatri.

ICAR-IIMR Scientists Participated in the ICRISAT
Germplasm Field Day

Scientists of ICAR-IIMR and AICRP on Small millets par-
ticipated in the Millets Germplasm Field Day at Interna-
tional Crops Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT), Patancheru, 15th November 2021. The scien-
tists visually observed an enormous diversity of small

millets and selected around 1000 accessions of trait-
specific and diverse germplasm for utilization in millet
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improvement program. The genebank seed processing
facility with all the machineries for threshing, winnowing
and packing was worth visiting. They also visited Dr RS
Paroda Genebank, wild species garden. Drs M Elangovan,
KN Ganapathy, P Rajendrakumar, R Venkateshwarlu, K
Venkatesh, C Deepika from ICAR-IIMR and Dr TE Nagaraja
from AICRP on Small millets, Bengaluru and Dr Dinesh
Kumar Joshi from ICAR-VPKAS-Almora participated in the
germplasm field day. Dr Rajeev K Varshney, Research
Program Director, ICRISAT and Dr Kuldeep Singh, Head,
Genebank, ICRISAT interacted with scientists. Dr M Ven-
triventhan, Senior Scientist, Genebank, ICRISAT made all
logistic arrangement for the visit to millet diversity
blocks.

New Scientist joined
Dr. D Sevanayak, Scientist, (Physiology), who worked at

IGFRI Jhansi was transferred to [IMR-
Hyderabad and reported to duty on 08 No-
vember 2021. His mail ID is: seva-
nayak@millets.res.in. Staff of IIMR wel-

comes him to the Millets Family.

Vigilance Awareness week

Vigilance awareness week was observed at ICAR-Indian
Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad from 26 Octo-
ber, 2021 to 2 November, 2021. At IIMR, various activi-
ties were organized to mark the occasion. In that series
on 01 November, 2021 a debate competition was held on

the theme "Independent India @75: Self Reliance with
Integrity" and Quiz competition was held in the evening

session. In the Valedictory session on 2 November, 2021 § -

prizes were distributed by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director,

IIMR to the winners. The entire programme was coordi- |
nated by Dr. CV Ratnavathi, Principal Scientist, IIMR. The

final day to day report was submitted to the Council.

Constitution day observed

the founding fathers of the constitution. The programme
started with reading of the preamble of Constitution in
Hindi by Dr. Mahesh Kumar, TO (OL) and in English by
Mrs. Ritu Dalal, SAO, IIMR. Staff of IIMR actively partici-
pated with enthusiasm. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director IIMR
in his address reiterated the need for observing the Con-
stitution Day to promote Constitution values.

FPO Activities

Awareness programme on FPOs at Mustari Village
Bidar District: An awareness program on Farmers Pro-
ducer Organization was organized by IIMR at Mustari
village, Bidar dist., Karnataka on 16 November, 2021. Dr.
Sangappa from IIMR, Hyderabad and BoDs and CEO of

A —

(r*;

Chitguppa Taluka FPO Company participated in this pro-
gramme. In the programme, more than 50 farmers par-
ticipated and took the advantage of this realization.

Farmers Scientist-Extension interface meeting at
Belakera Village: A Farmers Scientist-Extension inter-
face meeting was organized between ICAR-IIMR-
Hyderabad and FPO of Belakera Village of Bidar dist.,
Karnataka with the co-operation of Mr. Ashok Sajjan,
FPO Project manager, along with the BoDs and CEOs of
Chltguppa Taluka Farmer Producer Company on 17 No-

: mdaaoﬁwnb

d*"" on pacathEn 1000

ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad celebrated “Constitution Day” on & s

26 November 2021 to commemorate the adoption of
Constitution of India to acknowledge the contributions of
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vember,2021. Dr. Sangappa represented [IMR. About 40
farmers participated in this interactive meeting. The is-
sues like crop planning, Processing and value addition
and marketing of millets were discussed. Many farmers
appreciated the efforts IIMR in promoting millets.
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Membership Drive Programme at Balanagar
Farmer Producer Company

A FPO membership drive programme was organized at
Nerellapalli Village of Balanagar mandal, Mahabubnagar
district of Telangana state on 19 November, 2021. The
Balanagar Farmers Producer Company was formed by
ICAR-IIMR to promote millets and other commodities to
enhance the farmers’ income. The Program was coordi-
nated by Dr. Sangappa, Scientist & Pl of the FPO project
with the help of Mr. Giri & Santhosh. The purpose of the
programme was to collect the shareholder amount from
the farmers.

Monitoring visit to M/S. Annigeri Taluka FPO
Company : Dr. Sangappa along with Dr. Manjuprakash,
JRF, IIMR and Mr. Sharat, trainee from Karnataka State
Rural Development and Panchayat Raj University, Gadag,
Karnataka visited Annigeri Taluka Farmer Producer Com-
pany, Annigeri, Dharwad District of Karnataka state dur-
ing 19 and 20 November, 2021, The team had a discus-
sion with the CEO, president and Board of Directors of
FPO regarding the progress, challenges they face in mobi-
lizing the farmers and their future prospects. An action
plan was derived to make the progress of the FPO in mil-
lets value addition & marketing.

Interaction with Kukanooru Dharani Millet FPO
Company, Karnataka

The IIMR team led by Dr. Sangappa had a meeting with
trainees at Kukanooru Dharani Millet Farmer Producer
Company, Kudarimoti, Koppal District, Karnataka on 21
November 2021. They had a discussion with the direc-
tors, CEO and shareholders of the FPO about the issues

and challenges being faced by the farmers and discussed
about marketing strategies for millets and other com-
modities.

A Participatory Technology Development program
at Chitguppa FPO

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research organized a Pro-
gram on Participatory Technology Development at Ko-
dambal Village, a cluster of Chitguppa Taluka., Karnataka
state on 21 November, 2021. The program was convened
with the cooperation of BoDs, CEO Chitguppa Taluka
Farmer Producer Company. The major discussion that-
was held in the meeting was to develop need-based mil-
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let production technologies and introduction of new cul-
tivars in the FPO operational areas. In this successful
programme more than 50 farmers participated and few
of them became the shareholder of the company. The
Program was coordinated by Dr. Sangappa, Scientist & PI
FPO project with the help of Mr. Ashok Sajjan, Project
Manager, FPOs, IIMR Hyderabad.

IIMR officials Visit Nandi Om FPO, Nelhal, Kar-
nataka: Dr. Sangappa and his team had a meeting with
CEOQ, president and Board of Directors of the FPO on 23
November, 2021. There was a discussion regarding the
progress in their business, challenges they face in mobi-
lizing the farmers and their future prospects. The team
also visited Bettada Basaveshwara Farmer Producer
Company, Sirwara Village, Raichur, Karnataka. They had
a discussion with the farmers about finalizing the loca-
tion of the FPO office. The above two FPOs formed un-
der central sector scheme of formation of 10000 FPOs by
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. Funding sup-
port is provided by Small Farmers Agri Business Consor-
tium, New Delhi

Visitors

Dr. JS Mishra, Director, ICAR - Directorate of Weed Re-
search (DWR), Maharajpur, Jabalpur Madhya Pradesh
visited IIMR on 22 November 2021. He had a detailed
dialogue with the Director, IIMR Dr. Vilas Tonapi. Dr.
Mishra also visited the Genebank and Millet Food Proc-
essing and Technology Park.

Dr. Azad Singh Panwar, Director, ICAR-Indian Institutes
of farming system Research IIFSR—Modipuram — visited
IIMR on 22 November, 2021 Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director,
IIMR described him about the institute’s research activi-
ties, aspirations and thrust areas and millet value added
technologies. He also visited the newly added research
facilities, Genebank, Nutrihub, Food Processing and
Technology Park.

Dr. Victor, Global Research head, Advanta visited IIMR on
25 November, 2021. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR

explained them about the ongoing research activities,
action plans, and monitoring techniques being practiced
at IIMR to increase the research and scientific output.
The discussions on collaborative research, public-private
partnerships were discussed. Mr. Satya Dev, Senior Gen-
eral Manage, R&D, Advanta India Ltd, also participated
in the discussions.
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Memoranda of Understanding

Cultivating Diversity, Justice, Resilience, Health and Zero Hunger

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research

S. Second Party/ Purpose Date Authorized signa- Signed by In the presence
No. Licensee tory of Licensee of
1. M/s Sangam Milk License fee for the 01.11.21 | Mr Gadde Satya Dr. Vilas A Tonapi Dr. Umakant &
Producers Company Prodn & sale of CSH Sarath, Jr. Manager Director, IIMR Dr. J. Stanley
Ltd, Guntur 24 MF (Fodder), Sangam
Milk Producers
Company Ltd
2. Nutrimagic, License for Value 08.11.21 | Mr. Sreehari Dr. Vilas A Tonapi Dr. Dayakar Rao
Hyderabad added products - Founder-Partner, Director, IIMR & Dr. Sangappa
Ragi Cookies, Jowar Nutrimagic
idly rawa
3. Sri Mayee Foods, License for Value 10.11.21 | Mr. Satya Prakash, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi Dr. J. Stanley
Hyderabad added products - Operation Head, Sri- Director, IIMR
Ragi Cookies, Jowar Mayee Foods LLP
Cookies
4. Avinashilingam Insti- Students Training/ 27.11.21 | Dr. Premavathy Dr. Vilas A Tonapi Dr. Dayakar Rao,
tute for Home Doctoral Research — Vijayan, Director, IIMR Dr. Madhusud-
Science and Higher Food Science and Vice Chancellor, hana &
Education for Nutrition AIH&HEW Dr. Anuradha
Women, Coimbatore Narala
Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S. Name of Programme details Category Dates
No. Employee
1 Vilas A Tonapi & | Meeting to finalize the Logo of International Year of Millets — DAC, Gol, 10 Nov,
B Dayakar Rao 2023. New Delhi | 2021
2 M Elangovan National Seminar on “ Barnyard millet - A Promising Crop for Virtual 10 Nov.,
Future Needs” organized by Agricultural College & Research meet 2021
Institute (AC&RI), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU),
Madurai, Tamil Nadu
3 Mahesh Kumar First All India Official Language Conference organised by Dept. Physical 13-14 Nov.,
of OL, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India organized by TFC, | conference | 2021
Varanasi
4 M Elangovan 2nd International Agrobiodiversity Congress organized by Bio- Virtual 15-18 Nov.,
versity International, Rome, Italy meet 2021.
5 Vilas A Tonapi, MoU signing meeting with VC- Avinashlingam University, Coim- Virtual 27 Nov,
B Dayakar Rao batore meet 2021
and Sangappa C
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MILLETS Director,

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: millets.icar@nic.in
Website: www.millets.res.in

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)

Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal

Officer-In-Charge

Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.
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