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Visit of the Secretary - ICAR

Shri R. Rajagopal, Additional Secretary (DARE) & Secretary
(ICAR), Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi visited Indian Institute of
(IIMR),

Millets Research on 12 October, 2015.Dr. TG

Nageshwar Rao, Acting Director, IIMR briefed him about the
millets status in India, new research initiatives, and other
activates being taken up at IIMR to increase the scientific
output and to enhance the economic benefit to rural farmers
on sustainable basis. Sh. Rajagopal also visited Centre of
Excellence on value addition at food Technology Park., and he
was briefed the activities of food lab, preparation of various
sorghum health foods and their nutritive values. Shri
Rajagopal was highly impressed by the research activities
happening at IIMR, especially the inventiveness of sorghum
food processing technologies and commercialization activities.
He stressed the need to popularize millets as health foods in a
big way. The scientific fraternity at IIMR also participated in
the deliberations.

Training programme on “Value added processing for
diversified food uses in sorghum”

IIMR organized a training programme entitled under NFSM
“Value added processing for diversified food wuses in
sorghum”, for farmers of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
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states during 13-14 October, 2015.A total 33 farmers
participated in this training programme. It was a participatory

— -

and interactive training with lab visits to sorghum processing
lab. The course covered various aspects on value-addition of
sorghum and food processing techniques including operation

of primary processing equipment and recipe making.
Resource persons were experts in their fields from both
private and public institutions. The inaugural programme was
addressed by Dr. TG Nageshwar Rao, Acting Director, IIMR.
Dr. D Balakrishna was the course coordinator, and Sh. P
Mukesh was the co-coordinator.

Training on “Improved production technologies for
kharif sorghum”
A two-day national

training on “Improved production

technologies for kharif sorghum” for progressive farmers

from Maharashtra was organized at IIMR during 15-16
October, 2015. A total 26 farmers including women farmers
from two sorghum growing districts, Pune and Nagpur in
Maharashtra participated in this training. The major objective
of this course was to empower sorghum growers with latest
knowledge on improved cultivation and value-addition of
sorghum. Dr. SS Rao, Director In-charge, inaugurated the
training programme. Dr. Rajendra R. Chapke, Course Director,
briefed about the agenda. The training programme broadly
covered the technological aspects of improved sorghum
production technologies of both kharif and rabi, preparation
and marketing of value-added products, forage and sweet
sorghum. Besides, the trainees were exposed to the
performance of the production technologies by visiting live
demonstration fields and food Ilaboratory. The training
concluded in presence of Dr. TG Nageshwar Rao, Acting
Director, IIMR, Hyderabad and Dr. VR Bhagwat, Principal
Scientist, IMR, Hyderabad.

Sensitization programme on Breeding
Management System

Under the auspicious of Generation Challenge Programme
(GCP), ICRISAT along with other global partners have
developed Integrated Breeding Platform. The platform aims
at making plant breeding activities more efficient and
rewarding. Breeding Management System (BMS) is an
important component of the platform, which has direct
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relevance to the plant breeders. Under ICAR-ICRISAT
collaborative programme, implementation of BMS in ICAR
institutes has been identified as a priority area. Towards this
endeavour, a sensitization programme on Breeding
Management System was organized at the institute on 30
October, 2015. Dr. SS Rao, Director i/c welcomed the
participants and highlighted the long standing collaboration
between ICAR-IIMR and ICRISAT in augmenting sorghum

Vigilance Awareness Week observed
The “Vigilance Awareness week” was observed at Indian
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improvement in India. He expected such complementation
towards progress of other millets as well. Dr. Stefania Grando,
Director, Dry land Cereals, ICRISAT appreciated the interest
shown by ICAR-IIMR in Breeding Management System. She
stressed that under changing scenario there is an urgent need
to increase the efficiency of breeding programmes across
crops by adopting genomics tools as well as employing
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). Towards
this endeavour, Integrated Breeding Platform is a very timely
initiative by the global community and National Agricultural
Research Systems need to take advantage of it. Dr. Abhishkh
Rathore from ICRISAT presented the salient features of the
Breeding Management System and the module and he was
supported by Praveen Reddy, Santosh Deshpande and Sarita
Pandey from ICRISAT. All Plant Breeders from ICAR-IIMR
participated in the meeting. The meeting was coordinated by
Drs. Sujay Rakshit and AV Umakanth.

Farmer’s Rally on sorghum organized

A farmer’s rally on sorghum was conducted at Vasantrao Naik
Marathvada Krish  iVidhyapeeth (VNMKYV), Parbhani,
Maharashtra on 27 October, 2015. This programme was
organized by Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) under
Tribal Sub-Plan 2015-16 for tribal farmers through All India
Coordinated Research Project on Sorghum (AICRP-Sorghum)in
collaboration with Department of Agriculture, Government of
Maharashtra. The main objective of the programme was to
demonstrate high yielding sorghum cultivars, and build-up
confidence to adopt them for increasing profitability and socio
-economic up-liftment of tribal sorghum farmers.

Dr. B. Venkateshswarlu, Vice-Chancellor inaugurated the
sorghum rally. Dr. DP Waskar, Director of Research, Dr. ST
Borikar, Ex-Director of Research, Dr. Shivapuje, Member
Executive Council, Sh. Ravindra Patange, Member Executive
Council, Dr. Kalpande, Oi/c, AICRIP-Sorghum and Dr. Rajendra
R. Chapke, Senior Scientist, IIMR, Hyderabad were among the
dignitaries on the Dias. Around 100 farmers from Ramwadi,
Taluk-Kalamnuri, District Hingoli and women self-help group
including AICRP-Sorghum scientists attended the programme.
Dr. RR Chapke, IIMR, Hyderabad stressed the importance of
sorghum, advised farmers to adopt high yielding hybrids and
varieties and also to follow improved cultivation practices. He
also briefed them about different value-added sorghum food
products and their marketing.

Institute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad from 26 to 31

P

October, 2015. The theme for this year is "Preventive
vigilance: A tool for good governance." This event
commenced with an oath taking ceremony on 26 October
2015 as per Council’s guidelines. The pledge was
administered by Dr. TG Nageshwar Rao, Director (Acting) in
English and later in Hindi by Shri Saroj Singh, SAO. All the
staff took a pledge to eradicate corruption in all the spheres
of life and also to perform duties without any favour and
fear. Dr. PG Padmaja, Vigilance Officer, IIMR highlighted the
objective, role and importance of observing the Vigilance
Week and the functioning.

The vigilance department at IIMR organized various events
like lectures, Essay competition on “Whistle blowing - to curb
corruption” and debate competition on “Pros and Cons of
Preventive Vigilance” for the staff and displayed posters
during the Vigilance Week. A special lecture entitled “Role of
Vigilance in day to day Life” was delivered by Col. Himanshu
Thakur, Chief Vigilance & Security Officer from Contemporary
Research Laboratory, DRDL, Hyderabad. He emphasized that
the purpose of Preventive Vigilance is to bring higher order of
morality and rationality in a public service and specifically in
the organizations. Lecture was also delivered on “General
awareness on Vigilance” by Dr PG Padmaja, Vigilance Officer,
IIMR. She highlighted that the purpose of preventive vigilance
is to increase fairness, transparency and accountability in
government functioning. All the staff were sensitized about
the General Financial Rules by Sh. AN Murthy, FAO, [IMR. Dr.
TG Nageshwar Rao, Director addressed the staff and
distributed certificates and prizes to the winners of various
competitions.

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas observed

“Rashtriya Ekta Diwas” was observed at Indian Institute of
Millets Research, (IIMR) on 30 October, 2015, to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabh bhai
Patel. To mark this occasion all the staff took a pledge to
reiterate India’s strength and buoyancy against adversaries.

New Scientists Joined IIMR

Sh. Sangappa joined as Scientist (Agricultural
Extension) at IIMR on — 12 October 2015. His e-mail

id is: sangappa@millets.res.in
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Sh. Amasiddha Bellundagi joined as Scientist
(Plant Breeding) at IIMR on — 12 October 2015 -
His e-mail id is: amasiddha@millets.res.in
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Recognition to Dr M Elangovan

Dr M Elangovan, Principal Scientist (Economic Botany), IIMR has been nominated as the South Zone Councillor
of the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources (ISPGR), New Delhi during 2015-16. IIMR family congratulates
him for his new assignment.

Promotion

On the recommendations of departmental promotion committees Sh. K Raveendra babu
Technical Officer (Library) is promoted to the post of Senior Technical Officer (Library). IIMR family
congratulates him on his promotion.

Visitors
Dr. Ramanujan visits IIMR

Dr. B Ramanujam, Principal Scientist and Nodal Officer, AICRP on Bio control, National Bureau of Agriculturally Important
Insects (NBAII), Bengaluru visited IIMR on 13 October, 2015. He interacted with entomologists and visited ongoing inter-
institutional collaborative experiment on “Chilopartellus management using fungal pathogens” at IIMR. He collected
sorghum samples from the experimental plots for further studies on endosymbionts at NBAII, Bangaluru.

Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of the Official Participated in Type Venue Dates
No
1 | Mahesh Kumar Competency Enhancement Programme for T NAARM, 06-15 Oct,
Technical Officer of ICAR Institute 2015
2 | KBRS Visarada DST-SERB:Project review meeting M New Delhi 26 Oct,
2015
3 | PG Padmaja Vigilance Meeting M New Delhi 27-28 Oct,
2015
4 | TG Nageswar Rao, 8t National Seed Congress C HICC, 27-29 Oct,
VA Tonapi& Hyderabad 2015
Raghunath Kulkarni.
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Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU)

Mulugu Road,

Warangal.

Happenings at IIMR and AICSIP news No. 144; October, 2015

Page 4 of 4




