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total of 50 participants from AICSIP centres, ICRISAT, 
SAUs, and NRCS participated in the deliberations. The 
meeting started with a field visit of NRCS experimental 
plots. During the post-lunch session, the discussions 
were held mainly on finalizing work plan elements for  XI 
plan period. Discussions were also held on performance 
planning, self-evaluation of AICSIP staff, off-season 
nursery requirements, status of genetic resources 
management records, DUS testing, and improvement in 
conduct of trials.  The director reiterated need for 
submitting the reports and financial statements in-time 
by all the individual centres. The proceedings will be 
posted shortly after incorporating suggestions by the 
group. 
 
IRC monitors field experiments at NRCS 
 

All Scientists of NRCS actively participated in the field 
day and demonstrations during 4 September 2006 at 

Arboretum and GTC research farms of NRCS.  
Experiments on Breeding, Germplasm and Entomology 
were reviewed.  The group also made several decisions 
on conduct of common trials, and improvement to the 
farm, all of which may be endorsed during next IRC 
meeting.  

AICSIP Sorghum field day cum review meeting   
 

A sorghum Field Day and review meeting of AICSIP 
scientists was conducted at NRCS on 30 September 06, 

with a view to discuss and plan various sub-projects and 
modules for operation during the forthcoming XI plan. A 
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 Institute’s common meetings 
 

1. Meeting with Technical staff 
 

The meeting of technical staff with the Director was held 
on 7 September 2006, at 2.00 PM to discuss various 
issues including proceedings of the “Committee on 
Allotment of work to Technical staff”. Several issues 
including staff rotation, inter-disciplinary works, transfers 
across different campuses of NRCS, and improvement 
of work standards at NRCS were discussed. A total of 
27 staff members participated during the deliberations. 
The proceedings of the meeting are posted in the NRCS 
intranet. 
 
2. Meeting of Committee on Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment 
 

The second meeting of “Committee on prevention of 
sexual harassment at work place” was held the 26 
September, 2006 at 11:00 AM. The following staff 
members were present in the meeting: Drs. S Indira 
(Chairperson), PG Padmaja, KBRS Visarada, Ms. VSG 
Parvathi (Members) and Mr. KJ Mathai (Member-
Secretary). There are no complaints pending with the 
committee as on date. However, the committee 
deliberated on the issues raised by the members and 
also decided to organize competitions among the 
women staff members including temporary status 
workers in the month of November and honour them on 
the eve of “Women in Agriculture Day” on 4 December, 
2006. 
 
3. Institute Joint Staff Council meeting 
 

The VI Institute Joint Staff Council meeting of this centre 
was held on 29 September, 2006 at 11:00 AM in the 
Seminar Hall. The following staff members were present 
in the meeting: Official side: Dr. N Seetharama – Director 
& Chairman, Dr. S Indira – Member, Dr. S Ravi Kumar – 
Member, KJ Mathai – Member Secretary (Office side) 
Staff side: Sh. TJ Balakrishna – Secretary (Staff 
side), Sh. K Yadava Rao – Member (CJSC), Sh. AV Rao 
– Member (Administration), Sh. K Sanath Kumar – 
Member (Administration), Sh. P Yadaiah – Member 
(Supporting staff side), Sh. Dasaratha – Member. 
 

The Chairman welcomed IJSC members and 
emphasized the need for conducting IJSC meetings on a 
quarterly basis, even if there is no specific agenda.  The 
Chairman also appreciated the idea of conducting such 
meetings at our Regional / Sub-stations at CRS – 
Solapur at least once in a while. The Member Secretary 
(Official Side) has appraised the house on the Action 
Taken Report of 5th IJSC meeting held on 24 June, 
2006. 
 

4. Grievance cell meeting  
 

The IV Institute Grievance Cell Meeting was held on 29 
September, 2006 at 12:00 AM at NRCS Seminar Hall. 
The following members were present in the meeting: 
Official side: Dr. N Seetharama - Chairman, Dr. S Indira 
– Member, Sh. A Venkateshwara Rao – Member, KJ 
Mathai – Member-Secretary; Staff side: Dr. SV Rao – 
Member (Scientific), Sh. Pramod Kumar – Member 
(Tech), Sh. K Sanath Kumar – Member (Admn), Sh. B 
Sudharshan – Member (Supporting staff). The 
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Parthenium Day celebrated as “Dignity of 
manual labour day” 
 

‘Parthenium day’ was observed at NRCS on 6 
September 2006. All the staff members of the institute 
comprising of scientists, technical, administrative, 
supporting and project staff uprooted Parthenium  

upholding the spirit of dignity of labour. Considering the 
nature of work and involvement of all levels of staff, the 
day is also appropriately called “Dignity of manual labour 
day”. The program commenced with introductory address 
by the Director. The farm research coordinator Dr. G 
Shyam Prasad asked the staff members to create 
awareness among people in their neighborhood about 
the need to eradicate this obnoxious weed. Smt. A 
Annapurna, Technical Officer, explained in Telugu about 
the need for eradication of Parthenium as it causes 
reduction in crop yield, effects human health, and poses 
environmental hazards. On an average 7 kg of 
Parthenium per person was removed amounting to a total 
of about 1200 kg.  The weed was later allowed for 
compost in an isolated pit.  Staff gathered at the end of 
this community action expressed joy over the uncommon 
and unusual work for the day. 
 
Free medical Camp 
 

The Medicity Hospital organized a medical camp on 2 
September, 2006 at NRCS. About 75 staff members 
have gone for their medical check up such as 

hypertension, ECG and random blood sugar and general 
consultation . Doctors later submitted a general health 
status report of NRCS employees. 
 

Diginity of labour: NRCS staff at parthenium eradication efforts 

Medical examination in progress  



 

  Happenings at NRCS and AICSIP news No. 36; September, 2006                                                         Page 3 of 6 

committee has reviewed the Action Taken Report 
submitted by the Member-Secretary. 
 
5. Executive Committee Meeting of Staff Recreation 
Club  
 

The sixth executive committee meeting of staff recreation 
club was held the annual general meeting of the 
recreation club on 29 September 2006 at 2:00 PM. The 
following members were present in the meeting: Dr. N 
Seetharama - President, Sh. KJ Mathai - Vice President, 
Sh. Ghaywan – Secretary, Mr. Rambabu – Treasurer, 
Sh. Ch Suresh Kumar –Member (Administrative staff), 
Sh. J Narsimha – Member (Supporting), Sh. TJ 
Balakrishna - Member (IJSC), Dr. Chari Appaji - Member 
(ARS forum), Sh. Pramod Kumar – Member (Technical) 
and Mrs. Vishala Devender - Member (Lady staff). The 
Vice-President has taken up the Action Taken Report of 
the last meeting, and after appraisal the new agenda 
items were discussed. 
 

Complete proceedings of all the above meetings are 
available on NRCS intranet. 
 
ILRI QRT visits NRCS 
 

The panel of experts from External Programme and 
Management Review (EPMR) of International Livestock 

Research Institute (ILRI), Nairobi, Kenya, visited NRCS 
on 12th September, 2006, and were accompanied by Dr. 
M. Blummel, Scientist (Ruminant Nutritionist) of ILRI 
Patancheru Centre. They interacted with the Director and 
other NRCS Scientists to understand the research needs 
related to animal feed and fodder in India. 

New publications 

Rabi jwari pikotpadan  
tantragyan—This manual in 
Marathi provides complete infor-
mation on Rabi Sorghum Produc-
tion Technology.  
 

For copies of this publication, pl. 
contact Sr. Sorghum breeder, 
Mahatma Phule Krishi Vid-
yapeeth, Rahuri-413 722,  
Maharashtra NRCS staff actively participating in Rajbhasha competitions 

ILRI external programme members in discussion with Director 



 

Sh. Mahesh Kumar, 
Hindi translator (T3) at 
NRC sorghum was 
awarded Ph D in Hindi 
for his thesis entitled 
“Charitrik 
Manovisleshan aur 
Sashiprabha Shastri 
ke Upanyas” by 
Uchcha Siksha aur 
Shodh Sansthan, a 
deemed university of 
Dakshin Bharat Hindi 
Prachar Sabha, 

Chennai. He received the award during the 70th convocation of the 
university on 24 September 06. Congratulations…Dr. Mahesh! 
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Mr. Mahesh kumar receiving the award  

Dr. PLD Rao, NRI, Utility Infrastructure, Canada, visited 
NRCS on 23 September 06, He had detailed discussions 
with Director and other scientists to promote sweet 
sorghum, as a bio-energy crop. 

 Dr. PLD Rao, NRI, Utility Infrastructure, Canada, discussing on 
Scope for possible collaboration on sweet sorghum  

Visitors discuss sweet sorghum and 
fuel business 

 

Mr. Ikunori Morimoto, senior analyst, Business group, 
Sojitz Research Institute Limited, Tokyo, Japan, and Mr. 
Niladri Deb Chowdhery, AGM, Sojitz India Pvt, Limited, 
New Delhi visited NRCS on 12 Sept’ 2006 to discuss 
possible collaboration projects. Director, NRCS ap-
praised the visitors on on-going research activities at 
NRCS and other AICSIP centres. Dr. SS Rao took the 
visitors to the sweet sorghum field and briefed the man-
agement  practices being followed. 

Mr. Ikunori Morimoto in discussion with Sweet sorghum scientists  

Dr. Rakesh Chopra, Biostadt MH Seeds, Aurangabad 
visited NRCS on 13 Sept 06. He had a brief discussion 
with the Director on the matters related to sorghum 
seed business. 

Dr. Chopra in discussion with Director  

Dr. Sriram Reddy, Sr. General manager, JN Agritech, 
kampala, Uganda, visited NRCS on 2 September, 06 
and had discussions with team of NRCS of scientists 
on possibilities of cultivation of sweet sorghum and its 
alternate uses. 

Dr. Sriram Reddy, noting salient features of sweet sorghum  

Sh. KA Kiran Kumar who has worked 
at NRCS from 2002 to 
2005 under supervision 
of Dr SS Rao, has been 
awarded Ph D degree by 
ANGRAU on 9 Sept 
2006 for his research 
work entitled 
“Physiological and 
biochemical characteri-

zation of stay-green and rabi adapted 
genotypes for terminal drought tolerance 
in sorghum (Sorghum bicolor (L.) 
Moench)”. Congratulations to Dr Kumar, 
and the supervisor Dr SS Rao. 

Ph. D Awarded 



 

 

 
 

S. No Name of the  
official 

Participated in Type Venue Date 

1 S Ravi Kumar Training programme on 
“General management” 

T ASCI,  
Hyderabad 

4-15 
Sept, 06 

2 D Balakrishna & 
B Venkatesh Bhat 

One-day workshop on “iMAS.” W ICRISAT, 
Patancheru  

5 Sept, 06 

3 S Indira IMC Meeting M DRR ,  
Hyderabad 

6 Sept, 06 

4 N Seetharama & 
B Venkatesh Bhat 

DBT review meeting on “Biotechnology  
network projects of forage crops” 

M IGFRI, 
Jhansi 

9  Sept, 06 

5 N Seetharama Training on “Vigilance administration and  
management” 

T NAARM,  
Hyderabad 

18-20 Sept, 06 

6 G Ambujam  Training program on 
 “Purchase procedures” 

T ISTM,  
New Delhi 

20-23 
Sept, 06 

7 B Dayakar Rao Agricultural Marketing Summit 2006 S New Delhi 27 -30 Sept, 06 

S. 
No 

Name of the Official Place  
visited 

Dates Purpose 

1 VR Bhagwat ICRISAT 08 Sept, 06 Planning for training and collaborative work under 
ICAR-ICRISAT research project 

2 TG Nageshwar Rao CTRI,  
Rajahmundry 

11 Sept, 06 To attend IMC meeting at CTRI 

3 N Seetharama & 
B Venkatesh  Bhat 

Mauranipur 9-10 Sept, 
06 

Visit of  experimental fields at this AICSIP station 

4 Chari Appaji, 
S Ravi Kumar, 
VR Bhagwat and 
HS Gawali 

Gunigal  
village, 
RR Dist. AP 

15 Sept, 06 
  

  

For recording observations and documentation of 
trials of SPV 1616 

5 Chari Appaji, 
Ch Sashidhar Reddy, 
P Prakesh 

KVK,  
Hayathnagar 

16 Sept, 06 Participation in Farmers day at KVK of CRIDA. 

6 N Seetharama ICAR, 
New Delhi 

24 Sept, 06 Discuss budget and administrative matters with the 
DDG (CS) & others; Visit to DBT on network project 

7 VR Bhagwat, HS Talwar,  
G Syam Prasad and 
M Venkateswarlu 

CRS, Solapur 25-27 Sept, 
06 

To sow entomology experiments and to plan for 
physiology experiments under AICSIP. 

8 Prabhakar, TGN Rao, 
VR Bhagwat, HS Talwar, G 
Syam Prasad, C Aruna, IK 
Das and B Venkatesh Bhat 

ICRISAT, 
Patancheru  

28-29 Sept, 
06 

To participate in the field-day  
organized by ICRISAT, Patancheru 

9 N Seetharama UAS, 
Bangalore 

28 Sept, 06 To discuss joint proposal to NAINP, AICSMIP and 
UAS Bangalore. 

Meeting (M)/ Symposia (S)/ Workshop (W)/ Training (T) / Conference (C) attended 

Official Tours  

Thought for the month 

Most people are so busy knocking themselves out trying to do everything they think they should do, they never 
get around to do what they want to do."        - Kathleen Winsor 
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Transfer 
 

Dr. VK Chaturvedi, Sr. Scientist 
of NRCS has been transferred to 
Kayamkulam Station of CPCRI, 
Kasaragod by the Council in public 
interest. NRCS wishes him all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

 

Recognition for Dr. Audilakshmi 
 

Dr. S Audilakshmi, Principal Scientist 
has been invited as a reviewer to review 
an article for the journal entitled 
“Australian Journal of Agricultural Re-
search” by its editor. Congratulations to 
Dr. Audilakshmi for the honour. 
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Membership drive for Society for Millets Research 
 

The “Society for Millets Research”, was registered under AP Societies 
Regn. Act, 2001 (Act) with Registrar of societies, RR district, Andhra 
Pradesh (Regn. No 395/2004). The society was formed with the 
amalgamation of erstwhile “Sorghum Society” as per the decisions of 
the general body meeting held at TNAU, Coimbatore on 21 May.  
This society will be a common platform for researchers, farmers, 
teachers, policy makers, administrators, industries and students 
engaged in the endeavour to enhance production, productivity and 
utilization of millets, covering sorghum, pearl millet and all  small 
millets.   
 

Aims and objectives : 
♦ To advance the cause of millets and promote research and 

development on millets and millet-based cropping systems 
♦ To disseminate knowledge on millets through lectures, seminars, 

publications and exchanges 
♦ To promote alternate and industrial uses of millets, and develop 

national, international and academia-industry collaboration 
 

Planned activities for the near future: 
♦ Conduct seminars and symposia  
♦ Publication of Journals, bulletins, reports and sponsored monographs 

on various aspects of millets 
 

Office bearers: 
 

1. President    : Dr. NGP Rao, Former Chairman, ASRB 
2. Vice-president   : Dr. IS Khairwal, PC (Pearl Millet) 
3. General Secretary   : Dr. N Seetharama, Director, NRCS 
4. Joint Secretary   : Dr. KT Krishne Gowda, PC (Small Millets) 
5. Treasurer   : Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Sr. Scientist, NRCS 
6. Executive members : Dr. BVS Reddy, Pr. Scientist, ICRISAT 
       Dr. Y Yogeshwar Rao, President, Seedsmen 

          Association 

Membership fees details: 
 

We request you to become the life member of this society.  
Please circulate this note in your organization and beyond (to 
private sector) and encourage them to become members to 
advance the cause of millets research and development. We 
specially request corporate to become patrons by donating at 
least Rs. 15000 or more . They may also sponsor special 
activities, honors, or fellowships to encourage R&D and 
commercialisation of these crops. 
 

To subscribe your membership kindly send a DD for requisite 
amount in favour of “Society for Millets Research” payable at 
Hyderabad  to Dr N Seetharama, Secretary, Society 
for Millets Research, NRCS, Rajendranagar, 
Hyderabad-500030. Phones: 040-24015225, 040-
24015349, Fax: 040-240156378 

CategoryCategoryCategory         Subscription feesSubscription feesSubscription fees   

Corporate Membership  Rs. 5000/- (one time) 

Life Membership  Rs. 2400/- (one time) 
Annual Membership  Rs. 200/- (per annum) 

Student Membership  Rs. 100/- (per annum) 


