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Visit of Dr. S. Ayyappan , DG, ICAR to CRS Solapur

Dr.S. Ayyappan, Hon‘ble Director General, ICAR and Secretary DARE,
GOl visited Centre on Rabi Sorghum (DSR), Solapur on 26 September

Dr. S Ayyapan visiting the experimental plots at CRS

2010. He inspected the laboratory and field facilities available at the
centre and visited exp erimental farm. He was accompanied by Dr.
HP Singh, Hon’ble DDG (Horti), ICAR, New Delhi, Dr. Dandin, VC,
University of Horticulture, Bagalkot, Dr. Lawande, Director,
Directorate of Onion and Garlic, Pune, Dr. Mehtre, Director of
Research, MPKV, Rahuri and Dr. VT Jadhav, Director, NRC on
Pomegranate, Solapur. Dr. Ayyappan was received at CRS (DSR),
Solapur by Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR, Hyderabad. He briefed the
Hon’ble DG and other visiting dignitaries on the progress and
contribution of the centre for the development of Rabi sorghum. Dr.
Ayyappan later visited the farm facilities and
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Experimental fields, where he was explained the on going research
programmes by Dr. MS Raut, Officer in charge, CRS (DSR), Solapur.
Other scientists, Drs. AV Gadewar, Prabhakar and Chari Appaji
interacted and explained their programmes. Later addressing the
scientists, Dr. Ayyappan expressed his happiness over the progress
made by the centre and its impact created. He expressed that there
is no dearth of funds for research in rabi sorghum. He felt that the
efforts being made by the scientists have led to considerable impact
in terms of the increase in production and productivity of rabi
sorghum in the country.

Farmers training programme on “Production, utilization
and value-addition in sorghum with special reference
to the kharif sorghum”

A two-day farmers training programme on “Production, utilization
and value-addition in sorghum with special reference to the kharif
sorghum” was organized at DSR during 28-29 September, 2010. This
programme was attended by 40 farmers from Nanded district of
Maharashtra. The training course dealt with production, utilization
and marketing aspects of kharif sorghum. Dr. JV Patil, Director in his
inaugural address emphasized the interest of DSR in promoting the
sorghum cultivation. He also explained the importance of adoption of
recommended package of practices in Jowar cultivation for getting
higher yields. He further clarified the doubts raised by the farmers.
Drs. S Audilakshmi, RR Chapke, VR Bhagwat, (DSR) and Dr. TV
Hymavathy, Professor, ANGRAU briefed the research and
development efforts for the development of improved cultivars for

higher yields, crop improvement, varietal recommendations, health

management and marketing linkages. Mr. Ruchir Pandey, Manager,
explained

ABD, ITC Ltd. the Potential of sorghum for

Farmers being exp lained the latest developments in sorghum production
technology

entrepreneurship development & commercialization and various
business opportunities in sorghum processing. Sorghum foods and
its preparation were demonstrated by AD Vishala and her team at
food processing lab. The participants were also taken to ICRISAT as a
part of this course. This programme was coordinated by Dr. Ch.
Sashidhar Reddy and Mr. P Mukesh under the leadership of B

Dayakar Rao under NAIP sub-projects Millet foods and value-chain.
Mr. Pramod Kumar rendered active assistance in this event.

DSR participates in the Seed Management training at
AKC—-NAARM

The Agribusiness Knowledge Centre (AKC), an initiative of NAARM
and Gyantech Information Systems (P) Limited under PPP
agreement organized a 3-day specialized course on Seed
Management during 23 — 25 September 2010 at NAARM. The
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The seed manual being released by Sri WR Reddy, Secretary,
Government of Andhra Pradesh

scientists from DSR, Drs. Vilas A Tonapi, M Elangovan & JV Patil,
Director, DSR along with the former Director N Seetharama and
Virupakshagouda Patil of IFSSA compiled a Seed Manual for the
benefit of the trainees. The manual presents the formal and
informal seed systems in India, the market and non-market
channels effectively meeting the farmer’s demand for quality seeds,
different types of seed flow from organization to individuals, variety
release procedures, intellectual property rights, seed certification
programs, seed standards, contract laws, the seed legislations
influencing the structure, coordination and performance of the seed
system and process of seed production, supply and quality
assurance. This compilation is the synthesis of special articles and
basics of seed technology. The manual was released by Sri WR
Reddy, Secretary, Government of Andhra Pradesh in presence of Dr
PK Joshi, Director, NAARM, Dr NH Rao, Joint Director, NAARM, Dr D
Rama Rao, Nodal Officer AKC and Dr DSK Rao, Director, AKC.
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Sorghum DUS testing trial monitoring at DSR

Sorghum DUS testing monitoring was organized at DSR on 21
September 2010 under the chairmanship of Dr EA Siddig, former
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Sorghum DUS testing fields being monitored by experts

DDG (C9) along with Dr JV Patil, Director, DSR and representatives
from the Private companies of Bayers BioScience Pvt Ltd, JK Agri
Genetics Ltd, and Kaveri Seed Company Limited whose candidate
varieties are being evaluated for DUS. The monitoring visit was
organized by D M Elangovan, Nodal Officer DUS testing, with the
support of Sri P Subhakar Rao, SR Meena, V Subhakar (RA), and P
Suresh (SRF).

Lecturesdelivered

Dr M Elangovan, Senior Scientist delivered two lectures on “Seed
Research & IPR Management in United Kingdom” and “Quality
Sorghum Seed Production and Distribution” at the training on Seed
Management organized by the Agribusiness Knowledge Centre (AKC)
— an initiative of NAARM and Gyantech Information Systems (P)
Limited under PPP agreement on 25 September 2010 at NAARM..
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Interview with Gemini TV

Gemini TV, which is one of the well-known and popular News
channel in Telugu has taken a live Interview with Dr. JV Patil,
Director, DSR on farm activities related programme on 25
September 2010. Dr. Patil explained the activities that would
increase the standard of living of the sorghum farmers in rural areas.
He has given detailed account on value-addition of sorghum,
recommended package of practices, reorientation of farmers from
commodity on-farm production to end-product specific cultivation of
sorghum by empowering farmers and various sorghum recipes &
sorghum ready-to-eat foods. This programme was arranged under
NAIP subproject “Creation of demand for millet foods through PCS
value-chain”.

Visitors

Dignitaries

Dr. MM Anwer, Director, National Research Centre on Seed Spices,
Tabiji, Ajmer, Rajasthan, visited DSR on September 2, 2010 and met
with Dr. JV Patil, Director, DSR and other Scientists. They had a brief
discussion on theissues related to sorghum research activities.

Trainees fromNAARM

Twenty five trainees of the training on “Establishment and Financial
matters” organized by NAARM for ICAR officials who deal with
administrative and financial jobs, visited DSR on 20 September 2010

to get exposure about the activities related with sorghum, as a part
of their curriculum. Dr. RR Chapke, Sr. Scientist, DSR, briefed them on
the institute’s research activities and sorghum scenario in presence
of the administrative and finance officials of the institute. It was
followed by field visit to the demonstration plot which was
coordinated by Sh. Pramod Kumar of Agricultural Extension Unit.

Students

A group of 87 students of Ravindra Bharathi Schools of Karmanghat,
Tolichauki and Boduppal branches, Hyderabad visited DSR on 6
September 2010 to get exposure about the activities related with
sorghum research and development. The students showed interest
in sweet and alternative uses of sorghum, apart from grain sorghum.
They were exposed with sweet sorghum cultivation and the latest
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Students observing different kinds of sorghum

production technologies developed by the institute including the
institute’s extension activities through video show. It was followed
by field visit to the demonstration plot and interaction with the
technical person where they could clarify their doubts. They were
impressed to know the importance of sorghum as health food than
wheat and paddy. This visit was coordinated by Dr. RR Chapke and
Sh. Pramod Kumar of Agricultural Extension Unit.

Farmers

A group of 40 trainee farmers from Maharashtra who were
attending a training programme on “production, utilization and value
addition in sorghum with special reference to Kharif sorghum”,

visited to the DSR on 28 September 2010 to get detailed know-how
about the sorghum crop and its usefulness. Dr. RR Chapke gave
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Director, DSR explaining the salient features of different sorghum cultivars

orientation about the latest production technologies developed at
the institute and the demonstration plot. The team showed keen
interest on dual purpose varieties, forage sorghum and sweet
sorghums and availability of its seed. This visit was coordinated by
Dr. RR Chapke and Sh. Pramod Kumar of Agricultural Extension Unit.
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Trainees from EEl, ANGRAU

As a part of training programme under agricultural extension from
Extension Education Institute, ANGRAU, 23 trainees visited the Grain
and Food Processing Lab at DSR on 18 Sept, 2010. This team was |ed
by Dr. Ch. Venu Gopala Reddy, Asst Professor. The trainees were
provided with the literature. A film on roti making was also
screened. Dr. B.Dayakar Rao, explained the objectives of the project
and various activities carried out in the Grain and Food processing
lab and various machinery demo used in the processing of sorghum.
Mrs. Vishala Devender, Ms. E. Kiranmai and Mrs. Shailaja
demonstrated to the trainees about different processing
technologies.

Visit to Nanda foods Ltd, Hyderabad

On invitation from Mr Karunakar, MD, M/s Nanda foods Dr B
Dayakar Rao and Ms. E. Kiranmai from DSR visited Nanda foods,
Balanagar, Hyderabad on 10 September 2010. The dictum of this
visit was to understand the activities of the industry as they are in
the processing, packing and marketing of bakery items for more than
a decade. The company is very much interested in marketing the
sorghum foods processed at DSR targeting diabetic people and
seeking technical guidance and promotional supportfrom DSR.

Sorghum stall at DOR’s Farmers Day

DSR has setup one sorghum stall as a part of promotional activity for
creating awareness on sorghum foods at farmers mela organized by
Directorate of Oilseeds Research, Hyderabad. on 5 September 2010.
A large number of participants such as researchers, policy makers,
scientists, private sector delegates, students and farmers visited the
exhibition. Exhibition on Sorghum foods received appreciations from
the audience. Delegates showed keen interest to know the details of
processed foods and equipment required for preparation of
Sorghum foods. This exhibition was organized under Millet-Value
Chain (NAIP) project and co-ordinated by Mrs. Vishala Devender and
Mr. Pavan kumar.

Departmental Promotion

On the recommendations of the Departmental
Promotion Committee, Smt. A Usha Rani, Jr.
Stenographer was promoted to the post of Personal g
Assistant (PA) from 29 Sept, 2010. Congratulations
Usha!

Superannuation
Sh. P Subhakar Rao (T5) superannuated on 30 September, 2010 after
his long service to the institute in various capacities. The staff
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Shri P Subhakar felicitated by the Director, DSR

recreation club presented a memento to him through the Director.
The staff wished them a happy and healthy retired life.

Farewell to Dr. N Seetharama

DSR bid a farewell on 25 September, 2010 to Dr. N Seetharama,
former Director, DSR, who superannuated from Council’s service on
February 28,2010.Director and other staff recollected his services to
the organization. The staff wished him a very happy retired life.

Official Tours

JS Mishra & AV Umakanth

S. Name of the Official Place Visited Dates Purpose
No
1 JV Patil, VA Tonapi, OSN, Warangal 1 Sept, 2010 To oversee the infrastructure at OSN

2 RR Chapke, JS Mishra,
IK Das, A Kalaisekar &

K Hariprasanna. villages

RARS, Palem, farmer’s field at
Palem, Vattem and Lattupalli

14 Sept, 2010 To monitor kharif AICSIP trials and FLDs

3 S. Ravi Kumar,
G Shyam Prasad &
Sujay Rakshit

Jhansi, Mauranipur and Kanpur

22-27 Sept.
2010

Monitoring Kharif 2010 AICSIP trials

4 JV Patil Rahuri & Pune

9-10 Sept, 2010 | To observe the infrastructure at Centre

5 JV Patil

Rahuri, Parbhani and Nanded

30 Sept.5-Oct,
2010

DUS monitoring, Farmers rally and visit
to Tata industries

6 SS Rao & BS Rayudu Solapur, Rahuri & Phaltan

27 Sept—1 Oct,
2010

Monitoring of Kharif AICSIP trials

7 B Dayakar Rao NIRD, EEl, Hyderabad 14-15 Sept 2010 | To give presentation on Entrepreneur-
ship development
8 B Dayakar Rao ICAR, New Delhi 24-25 Sept 2010 | To meet DDG(CS)
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Meeting (M)/ Symposia (S)/Workshop (W)/ Training (T) / Conference (C) attended
S. Name of the Participated in Type Venue Dates
No Official
1 JV Patil & VA Tonapi Meeting with ICAR officials M ICAR, 2-3 Sept, 2010
New Delhi
2 Ch. Suresh Kumar & Advanced Computer Application for Administrative [: IIPA, New 6-9 Sept, 2010
K Suresh Kumar Personnel Delhi
3 B Dayakar Rao National Seminar on Livelihood opportunities for S NAARM, 7-8 Sept, 2010
SMEs. Hyderabad
4 JV Patil Reg. Comm. Meeting M Port Blair 14-17Sept, 2010
5 JS Mishra Brainstorming meeting on "Making IPM effective in M NASC, Pusa, 29-30 Sept,
India" New Delhi 2010.

Thou ght for the month

"To know that we know what we know, and to know that we do not know what we do not know, that is true knowledge."
-- Copernicus
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