203 Issue

February 2020

Inauguration of New Institute Building and Other facilities
The newly constructed Institute building, Crop Improvement Work Area, Nutricereals Innovation Centre, Food Process‐
ing Unit and Guest House of ICAR‐Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) located at Rajendranagar, Hyderabad was

inaugurated by Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon’ble Un‐
ion Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Rural
Development, Panchayati Raj & Food Processing Indus‐
tries, Govt. of India on 24th September 2020.
Addressing on this occasion. he said that Millets are the
‘Nutricereals’ and are future food grains for ensuring the
nutritional security of the Nation. Millets are climate
resilient crops and can be grown in diverse agro‐
ecological zones of India, particularly suited for drylands
and hilly areas under rainfed agriculture, and also can be
grown with very low inputs. These crops contribute sub‐
stantially for food and nutritional security of poor peo‐
ple living in the semi‐arid regions of the world.
The minister also opined that proper facilities are essen‐
tial for more efficient working of the Institute and with
enhanced facilities, the Institute will contribute more towards millets research and development. Though millets were
important food grains in the olden days, it lost area due to increased emphasis on fine cereals for achieving self‐
sufficiency in food grains. Today our country has achieved self‐sufficiency in food grain production; now our focus
should be towards achieving nutritional security for which re‐emphasis on cultivation, and consumption of nutritious
grains like millets is essential. Realizing the importance of millets, the Govt. of India celebrated 2018 as National Year
of Millets and based on our request the UN has declared 2023 as International Year of Millets. ICAR‐IIMR has helped in
creating many Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and Start‐ups in the millets, which are helping in reaching the
millets products to urban households. He reminded that the Prime Minister has called for doubling of farmers’ income
by 2022 and various schemes like Soil Health Cards, KCC, are helping the farming community to enhance the produc‐
tion of pulses, oilseeds and millets thereby increasing the farm income. The MSP has been announced for more crops
including millets and in the recent years, it has been hiked to 1.5 times of cost of cultivation. Under the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, agriculture infrastructure fund of one lakh crores has been earmarked and the first instalment has been al‐
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ready released. Parliament has passed new bills on trade
of farmers’ produce and contract farming, which will also
greatly help the farming community in increasing their
profitability in the coming years. He hoped that ICAR‐
IIMR will definitely work towards furthering the cause of
millets in the years to come and make millets competi‐
tive both nationally and internationally.

ence), ICAR. This programme was coordinated by Dr. B
Venkatesh Bhat and Dr. M Elangovan with the help of Dr.
Mahesh Kumar, Hindi Officer and Sh. HS Gawali, ACTO.

Research Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting

The 21st Research Advisory Committee (RAC) meeting of
Earlier Shri Kailash Choudhary, Hon’ble Union Minister of the Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) was held
State for Agriculture & Farmers Wel‐ on virtual mode during 25‐26 September 2020 under the
fare complimented ICAR‐IIMR for the
good work done in the area of mil‐
lets and wished that new facilities
inaugurated today will enhance the
output from the Institute.

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary,
DARE & DG, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research wel‐
comed the Minister and other
important dignitaries during
the occasion and congratu‐
lated the team IIMR for the
achievements in millets re‐
search. He complimented the
efforts of ICAR‐IIMR in creating
Startups for millets processing and value added food
products. He opined that the Nutricereal innovation cen‐
tre being inaugurated today would help in studying the
nutritional benefits of millets, more trainings and aware‐
ness creation among farmers and consumers. The seed
hubs created by the assistance of Ministry of Agriculture
are helping in meeting the demand for quality seeds in
millets. The millets play an important role in the Poshan
Abhiyan of Govt. of India and a number of programmes
have been conducted for the promotion of millets during
the ongoing ‘Poshan maah’.
Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR‐Indian Institute of Mil‐
lets Research gave a brief his‐
torical account of the institute
and events leading to the es‐
tablishment of IIMR in the year
2015 realizing the importance
of millets under changing cli‐
mate scenario. He thanked the
Minister for all the support the
millets are getting in the country. He also thanked the
DG, ICAR, DDGs and ADGs for their constant encourage‐
ment and guidance. This virtual programme was at‐
tended by
about 300 participants including Dr. YP
Singh, ADG, (FFC), other dignitar‐
ies from ICAR, Vice‐Chancellors of
SAUs, Directors of sister ICAR In‐
stitutes and Scientists from IIMR,
AICRPs‐ sorghum, Small Millets
and Pearl millet and other staff.
The Inaugural session ended with
vote of thanks by Dr. Tilak Raj Sharma, DDG (Crop Sci‐
Millets Newsletter No. 203; September, 2020

Chairmanship of Dr. SL Mehta, Former Vice‐Chancellor,
(Agricultural University ‐ Udaipur). Other members of
RAC present were: Drs. SS Patil, Former Director of Re‐
search & Former Professor (Plant Breeding & Genetics) –
University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad; Jyoti
Prakash Tamang, Professor in Microbiology, DAICENTRE
(DBT‐AIST International Center for Translational and En‐
vironmental Research) and DBT‐Bioinformatics Centre
Department of Microbiology, Sikkim Central University; P
Parthasarathi, Rao, Principal Scientist (Retd.), Economics
and Policy Studies and RP Thakur, Former Principal Plant
Pathologist & Head PQL, International Crops Research
Institute for Semi‐Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Patancheru;
Arun Kumar Sharma, Former Head, Food Science Divi‐
sion, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Mumbai;
YP Singh, ADG (FFC), ICAR, New Delhi; Sh. J. Sri Ranga
Rao, Hyderabad (ICAR nominated member representing
Agricultural / rural interests), Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Direc‐
tor, IIMR and Dr. P Rajendrakumar, Principal Scientist
and Member‐Secretary, RAC. Dr. Prabhakar, former Pro‐
ject Coordinator (Small Millets), Bengaluru and Dr. Tara
Satyavathi, Project Coordinator (Pearl Millet), Jodhpur
also graced the occasion as Special Invitee.
Action Taken Report on the recommendations of the
previous RAC meeting was presented by the Member
Secretary. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR highlighted
the progress made at IIMR during 2019‐20, and impor‐
tant achievements in sorghum and other millets re‐
search and development, new initiatives under National
Millets Mission and Technology Business Incubator,
which was fully supported by relevant documents sub‐
mitted to the committee. The scientists representing
different commodities and thematic areas presented
the progress, achievements and expected outcome
from their projects. The Chairman appreciated the pro‐
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gress made under different projects during the last year
and expressed happiness over the quality of documents
submitted for review and the way presentations were
made. The Chairman and members gave valuable sug‐
gestions for the improvement of various projects and
congratulated the Team IIMR for the concerted efforts
made in various millets in basic and strategic research
as well as value‐addition. The minutes are being final‐
ized, and the proceedings will be circulated among the
RAC members for approval.

STI, APEDA & NetProfan Jointly organized “National
Mega Multi Stakeholders Webinar on “Positioning of
Millets for Emerging Nutrition Markets”, on 28thSep‐
tember 2020 on a virtual platform. Over Twelve hun‐
dred participants including delegates from various or‐
ganizations attended the event. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Direc‐
tor, ICAR‐IIMR welcomed the Chief Guest and sought
NITI Aayog led Government support for mainstreaming
of Millets in the country. Shri. Amitabh Kant, IAS, CEO,
NITI Aayog has graced this webinar as the Chief Guest.
He shared his vision of NITI AAYOG about millets and
Planning Meeting: Celebrating Millets Nutri- future plans on millets.He emphasized the value of mil‐
tion Month under Poshan Abhiyan
lets, and it’s important to promote millet cultivation to
ICAR‐Indian institute of Millets Research joined the na‐
tionwide campaign on Poshan Abhiyaan and will cele‐
brate “Rashtriya Poshan Maah” from 1 to 30 September
2020 which is Prime Minister’s overreaching scheme for
holistic nourishment. In fact, Poshan Abhiyaan is a multi
‐ministerial convergence mission, started in the month
of September 2018, to address malnutrition with a tar‐
geted approach by 2022.

In this context, ICAR‐IIMR Hyderabad organized a Plan‐
ning Meeting on Celebrating Millets Nutrition Month
under Poshan Abhiyan on 7 September, 2020 under the
chairman ship of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director‐IIMR. A to‐
tal of 60 start‐ups registered as participants and scien‐
tists from ICAR‐IIMR, AICRP sorghum and AICRP‐ Small
Millets participated in this meeting and prioritized a se‐
ries of programmes and major activities such as promot‐
ing nutri‐cereals as health foods, identification and
tracking of children with severe acute malnutrition and
supply of millet based health foods, serving millets based
food in Mid‐day meal scheme in schools, Plantation
drives for promotion of Kitchen Gardens, preferably or‐
ganic way and also village level community mobilisation
of reviving traditional food habits, Traditional recipes
and traditional knowledge, popularization of millets cul‐
tivation and processing and preparation of value‐added
products for effective implementation of Poshan Abhi‐
yaan.

Webinar on “Positioning of Millets for
Emerging Nutrition Markets”
ICAR‐IIMR and Nutrihub, along with IDA, NSI, IFCA, AF‐
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reduce water consumption for farming. He also men‐
tioned that NITI Aayog is consistently working on en‐
hancing millet consumptions with all the ministries, to
include millets in Mid‐Day meals and ICDS. He high‐
lighted that Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have initi‐
ated their plans to implement millet consumption in
WCD (Women and Child Development). Post his address.
Mr. Kant exhorted ICAR‐IIMR to come up with scalable
models for mainstreaming millets in public funded pro‐
grams. Dr. B. Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub, has informed
to Chief Guest, this Stakeholder meeting would come up
with a whitepaper on millets.On this occasion of Na‐
tional PoshanMaah, Millet Recipe Book authored by Dr.
B. Dayakar Rao, and others fromICAR‐IIMR was launched
by the chief guest.
This single day power packed webinar had proven to be
imperative and gave a complete synopsis on various
paramount aspects of millets nutrition and associated
ecosystem. The first half was packed with Speeches by
eminent dignitarieslike Dr. Saurabh Garg, IAS, PS Agricul‐
ture & Farmers Empowerment, Govt. of Odisha, Ms.
Divya Devarajan, IAS, PS WCD, Govt. of Telangana, Dr. SK
Malhotra, Agricultural Commissioner, GoI, DOAC & FW,
Dr. Raj Bhandari, Member, Nutrition Board, GoI, Dr. Jag‐
meet Madan, President‐ Indian Dietetic Association, Dr R
Hemlatha, Director, NIN, Chef Manjit Singh Gill, Celebrity
Chefand others. The second half was greatly packed with
panel discussions covering aspects such as Development
on Value‐Chain in Millets, Role of Millets in Nutrition
Markets: A Perspective of Indian Food Industries and
saw an exceptional denouement with sharing of Success
Page 3 of 10

Stories by successful entrepreneurs in Millets Story
Board/ Startups. The panelist on discussion with major
industry players such as ITC Foods, Britannia, Kellogg’s,
MTR and Big Basket shared their constraints and sought
help from stake holders in scaling up their efforts.
Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR‐IIMR convened this
webinar and Dr. Dayakar Rao, PS, ICAR‐IIMR and CEO,
Nutrihub has tirelessly coordinated this webinar and
made it a grand success.

Webinar on Millets as Smart Foods-USP for
Millet Markets
Nutrihub is encouraging the budding Entrepreneurs to
promote the growth of Nutricereals (Millets). The Nutri‐
hub, Technology Business Incubator of ICAR‐IIMR, Hy‐
derabad has taken the responsibility to organize series of
webinars on Millets Production, Processing, Value addi‐
tion and Utilization to address the various issues faced
by millets stakeholders. This Third National Webinar on
“Millets as Smart Foods – USP for Millet Markets” was
organised on 5th September, 2020. Around 87 partici‐
pants viz. Farmers, Students, Entrepreneurs/Startups,
extension Professionals, Agriculture officers from differ‐
ent states, NGOs, Scientists working in National Agricul‐
ture Research System participated in the webinar. Dr. B.
Dayakar Rao, CEO, Nutrihub Convener of the webinar,
welcomed all and gave insightful introductory remarks
and also presentation on environmental impacts and
ecological foot prints of millets and chaired the question
and answer session. Dr. B Dayakar Rao analysed the en‐
vironmental benefits of using sweet sorghum for ethanol
production and stated that the sweet sorghum can be
competitive to top seed stocks – sugarcane and maize
with very less water requirement. Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi,
Director, ICAR‐IIMR gave a clear picture on overview of
millets scenario in the country and way forward. Speak‐
ing on the occasion chief guest, Dr. Hemalatha, Director
ICMR‐NIN presented a very interesting and thought pro‐
voking address, especially the Meta analysis done by NIN
backing millets for their nutritive value. It was empha‐
sized that there is a need for dietary diversity in the
country and balanced approach to get millets on the
plate of people. Millets @ 100 g /day per person would
support individuals nutritionally and also help in dietary
diversity. Also infusing the millets in the PDS system will
help the cause. Dr. Raj Bhandari, Member, NTBN, GOI,
made the webinar very interesting and meaningful with
his excellent lecture on nutritional and health benefits of
millets. Coined a new dimension “immunity security”,
talked about market of health products and new ave‐
nues for millets as health products to be explored.
Stressed upon USP of millets such as gut health, prebiot‐
ics, probiotics and gluten free products. Dr. N.G.
Malleshi, CFTRI (retd) gave very informative presentation
covering various technical aspects of processing of mil‐
lets and how to overcome nutritional losses while proc‐
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essing. Ms. Joanna Kane‐Potaka, ADG‐External Relations,
ICRISAT presented consumer insights though the con‐
sumer survey conducted by ICRISAT and results of Millet
school study conducted globally. Given the glimpses on
consumer acceptance of millets and she further opined
that there was low consumer awareness towards millets
globally. Summarized her views that there is need to
capitalize the nutritive benefits of millets, so as to posi‐
tion millets at global markets. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist,
ICAR‐IIMR highlighted the benefits of millets cultivation
for the farmers and about millets based FPO’s in the
country. Mrs Sridevi, CBM, Nurtinub presented an over‐
view on business opportunities in the value chain in mil‐
lets and highlighted the various nutrihub programmes.
Dr. N. Anuradha, Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR proposed formal
vote of thanks and Dr. V Ravi Kumar, PRO, ICAR‐IIMR
coordinated all the events making webinar a great suc‐
cess.

CRP-AB on Millets (2017-2020) appreciated
by DDG (CS) during Review Meeting
The progress and achievements of CRP on Agrobiodiver‐
sity on Millets during 2017‐2020 was reviewed under the
Chairmanship of Dr Tilak Raj Sharma, DDG (CS) on 7th
September 2020. The progress of millets was rated as 5
out of 5 along with Rice and Wheat projects. However,
he emphasized the need for screening all millets germ‐
plasm for quality parameters and trait specific data
documentation.

National Webinar on Himalaya- Biodiversity,
Food and Culture, Agriculture and Millets
ICAR‐IIMR and AICRP on Millets organized a National
Webinar on Himalaya‐ Biodiversity, Food and Culture,
Agriculture and Millets, commemorating Himalayan Day.
Dr. Ruchi Pant, Head, NRB, UNDP India and Dr Rajarshi
Chakraborty, State Project Officer, SECURE Himalaya,
Sikkim delivered their lecture on “Securing livelihoods,
conservation, sustainable use and restoration of high
range Himalayan ecosystems” with special reference to
GEF MOEF UNDP project. Dr. KS Varaprasad Former Di‐
rector, ICAR‐Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research (IIOR)

& Ex‐Head NGPGR RS Hyderabad spoke on “Himalayan
biodiversity: Conservation approaches through sustain‐
able use and commercialisation” with emphasize on the
systems approach on developing Access and Benefit
Mechanism (ABS) at community level. Prof. Jyoti Prakash
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Tamang, Chair, ICIMOD Mountain Program, Professor,
Sikkim CAU) delivered his talk on “Himalayan millet
based food diversity” which highlighted the millets food
diversity and security in Himalayan ecosystem. Dr B
Venkatesh Bhat, Principal Scientist, ICAR‐IIMR delivered
his lecture on “Millets in Himalaya” with wide coverage
on millet cultivation and production in the Himalayan
states of India. There were 96 participants from different
parts of the country. The webinar has addressed the im‐
portance of millets and its connection to the Himalayan
states. As long as Himalaya is there the millets also co‐
exists with its unique ecosystem in the world. The webi‐
nar also paved the collaboration for Millets as livelihood
security in Himalaya regions with UNDP, Assam Univer‐
sity and HESCO. The webinar was coordinated by Dr M
Elangovan.

pated and interpreted the relevance of Gandhijis quotes
and slogans with present day. On 29th September 2020,
Special lectures on “Gandhian Philosophy and Poverty
Alleviation” was delivered by Dr V Rajagopal, Former
Director, ICAR‐CPCRI‐Kasaragod and Founder President,
Society for Hunger Elimination (SHE), Tirupati. He has
covered the Principles of Mahatma Gandhiji and its link‐
age with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, In‐
dia’s stand in the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index,
2020, Categories of poverty and the National and State
levels of poverty line, Reason for poverty, Hunger index
in India, How poor people after due to hunger?, Gandhi‐
jis view on free meals, Voice of Father of the Nation on
hunger, Challenges ahead for India, its strategies and
way forward. The special lecture was attended by Emi‐
nent Retired personalities, IIMR and other Other ICAR
institute staffs.

ICAR-IIMR Organized Online Workshop cum
“Best Farmer Award” to a Millets Farmer of
training on Digital Field Data Book
IIMR’s Farmer’s First Project

ICAR‐IIMR Organized Online Workshop cum training on
Digital Field Data Book for ICAR‐Central Plantation Crops One of adopted farmers of Farmers First project (FFP),
Research Institute (CPCRI), Kasaragod, Kerala and ICAR‐ Sh. Veershetty Birader, Gangapur Village, Sangareddy
district was awarded as "Best Farmer Award" on the oc‐
casion of Foundation Day of
ICAR‐NAARM, Hyderabad on
1st September, 2020 in pres‐
ence of Dr. RS Paroda, for‐
mer Secretary, DARE and
DG, ICAR, New Delhi as a
Chief Guest. He was selected
from three southern states
of FFP projects namely, Telangana, Tamilnadu and An‐
dhra Pradesh of Zone‐X made by the ICAR Extension Divi‐
sion. He was recognized for his outstanding contribution
Directorate of Cashew Research (DCR), Puttur, Karnataka in adopting improved millets production technology,
on 18th September 2020. There were 120 participants facilitating to introduce new millets crops, improved
encompassing Scientists, Technical, Research Fellows goat and poultry farming in the project area, providing
and Research Scholars from main stations and their Re‐ processing facilities at village level and facilitate in mar‐
gional Stations in different parts of the country. The keting of millets products, building linkages with traders
workshop included lecture on digital field book, demon‐ and entrepreneurs throughout the country. In order to
stration on working of the field book app with example promote value‐addition, roti making machines were in‐
field book and trait book files of Coconut, Arecanut, Co‐ troduced to women self‐help group. He also trained
coa and Cashew. The workshop was coordinated by Drs. members of SHG group on how to operate the machines
to clean and grade the grains at Gangapur village.
M Elangovan and Chandran (ICAR‐CPCRI).
Thereby, they could boost up the utilization and con‐
Week-long Celebrations of Gandhiji’s sumption of millets especially, of sorghum. Moreover,
Thought in Agriculture and Agricultural Re- several extension programs to promote improved pack‐
age of practices for realizing better yields in millets were
search
organized by him involving concerned government and
ICAR‐IIMR has organized Week‐long Celebrations of Gan‐ non‐government agencies. Hearty congratulations to
dhiji’s Thought in Agriculture and Agricultural Research him on behalf of the institute and to Dr. RR Chapke, PI of
during 26th September 2020 to 2nd October 2020. On Farmers First Project.
26th September to commemorate the event a Mango
tree was planted in the GTC field area. On 28th Septem‐ Transfer
ber, Debate on “Relevance of Quotations and Slogans of
Gandhiji” was organized. Staffs were actively partici‐ Sh. A Narasimha Murthy, Finance & Accounts Officer,
IIMR has been transferred to ICAR‐ Central Research In‐
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stitute on Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad on promotion

as Senior Finance and Accounts Officer and was relived
from IIMR on 26 September 2020. In this regard, a vir‐
tual farewell function was organized by the institute’s
recreation club. On this occasion a memento was pre‐
sented by the Director, IIMR. The staff of IIMR conveyed
their best wishes and congratulations on his promotion
and wished him all the success in his future endeavours.

Memorandum of Understanding
WE HUB MoU with Nutrihub, ICAR-IIMR: The MoU was
inked between Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR‐IIMR and
Deepthi Ravula, CEO, WE HUB, a Government of Telan‐
gana initiative. The partnership will initiate virtual co‐
incubation for women‐led start‐ups in the agripreneur‐
ship space. Nutrihub, through its existing R&D facility,
will support WE HUB and Nutrihub will collaborate in
conducting start‐up related events, workshops, to gener‐

during 14th September – 13 October, 2020 at IIMR, Hy‐
derabad. The programme was inaugurated by Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR on 14th September, 2020 by light‐
ing the lamp. At the outset, Dr. Jinu Jacob, Scientist &
Officer‐in‐Change, Hindi Cell welcomed the delegates.
The messages issued on the occasion of Hindi Day by the
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon'ble Union Minister of
Agriculture, and Shri Kailash Chaudhary, Hon'ble Union
Minister of State for Agriculture were read by Mrs. Ritu
Dalal, Senior Administrative Officer and Shri HS Gawali,
Assistant Chief Technical Officer respectively. The video
of Appeal of Dr. Trilochan
Mohapatra about Raj Bhasha
was also displayed during the
celebration. Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, Senior Technical Offi‐
cer (OL) emphasised the im‐
portance of Official Language Hindi to spread awareness
about Nutrition of Millets. He presented the details of
the programme organise during the Hindi Chetana
Maas. Eight various competitions in Hindi will be organ‐
ised during the Chetana Maas. Besides, there is a signa‐
ture campaign in Hindi during the Hindi Chetana Mass, in
which all the officers and employees are signing their
official documents in Hindi.
Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR appealed to the staff to
contribute in the progress of Official Language Imple‐
mentation & make every effort to achieve the targets.
Apart from this, he advised to organize a special compe‐
tition for officers, who use maximum Hindi words in
their routine official work during Hindi Chetana Maas to
create competitive atmosphere. He also requested the
staff to participate in the programme organised during
the month. The programme concluded with vote of
thanks by Dr. Mahesh Kumar. The above programme
was coordinated by Dr. Jinu Jacob and Dr. Mahesh
Kumar under the guidance of Dr. Vilas A Tonapi.

ate interest among potential start‐ups. These pro‐
grammes will enable women entrepreneurs to gain a
deeper understanding of the industry landscape, hence
helping them scale‐up and sustain in the ecosystem.
During this event, Dr. Tonapi said “This collaboration will
help women led start‐ups cross learn and develop more
linkages in their field. One of the important aspects of
this MoU is brand co‐creation and co‐incubation mecha‐
nisms which will emerge out, thus helping more women
entrepreneurs enter into businesses, especially millet Lectures Delivered
businesses.” This MoU was facilitated by Dr. B Dayakar Dr. KBRS Visarada, Principal Scientist, delivered a lecture
Rao, CEO, Nutrihub.
entitled “How plant breeding program is supplemented
with biotechnology in sorghum” as invited speaker at 4th
Inauguration of Hindi Chetana Maas CeleAnnual Agri‐Biotech India Summit 2020 held during 22 ‐
brations
23 September, 2020 on the key area on Effective use of
ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad is celebrating Hindi Chetana Maas modern biotechnology and molecular breeding and as‐
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sociated methods as breeding tools. She also served as one of the three panel members of “Inventicon Agri Biotech”
‐ Panel discussion on “How biotechnology can be used in current climate change scenario” held on 22 September
2020.
Dr. Rajesha, Scientist, delivered a lector on “Production technology of oyster mushroom” during 3 days training pro‐

gramme on “Secondary activities of agriculture for income generation and self‐reliance” organized through video
conferencing by Central Institute of Horticulture, DAC & FW, GoI, Nagaland on 7 September, 2020.

Dr M Elangovan attended EFC Meeting of CRP-AB
Dr. M Elangovan attended EFC Meeting of NBPGR, AINP on Potential Crops, CRP on Agrobiodiversity today chaired
by DDG (CS) on 16th Sep 2020. ICAR‐IIMR is included in the Millets component for the 2nd Phase of CRP‐AB (2021‐
2026). We have been included under the Sub‐Project 1: Characterization, evaluation and utilization of selected crops
with TWO Components viz., Component 1: Multiplication and Characterization (3000 acc./year) and Component 2:
Trait‐Specific evaluation for use ‐ Screening for leaf, neck and finger blasts in Finger millet (1000 acc.). DDG (CS) was
appreciating the EFC of AICRP‐Millets format of presentation.

AICSIP News
Nutrition Awareness Program at Dindori
As per the directive from Indian council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi and advised by Project Director, Indian
Institute of Millet Research (IIMR) Hyderabad, Nutritious Awareness Month was
conducted on Small Millets by Dr. OP Dubey in the 2nd week of September 2020
at Dindori, Madhya Pradesh. Dr. Dubey shared that 25.7% of rural population is
still under the poverty line which is 13.7% of the urban population. However,
poverty alone can’t be a reason to malnutrition but it can be an impact to the
availability of nutritious food for the entire population. Mostly, food and nutri‐
tion related issues are originated due to unavailability of nutritious elements in
food. He further added – there is lack of information on quality and nutritious
food in India which has resulted in ill‐health, low resistance power and negative
mind‐set of people. Malnutrition is majorly affecting the minors as it is the main reason for death. Malnutrition has
also impacted the work efficiency by 10‐15% which has a direct correlation with the country’s economic growth. Dr.
Dubey added – Small Millets like – Kodo, Kutki, Ragi etc. contains amino acids and B complex vitamins ‐ thymine,
riboflavin, niacin and folic acids as well as calcium, magnesium and phosphorous are also found in ample amounts.
These are truly justifying their status as wholesome breakfast cereal and super food. Ragi crop is the major source of
calcium which can be given to pregnant women and minors. This has also played vital role in controlling diabetic
problems. If Ragi is added to the meals, it helps in controlling hypertension, ulcer and blood sugar. During the
awareness program, farmers were introduced to various food items and dishes prepared with the help of nutritious
small millets. Around 50 farmers from Shivari, Suniyamar and Sunpuri villages took part in the event.

Nutritional Awareness Training programmes at Palem.
@ Gudlanarva village: As a part of “Poshan Maah” nutritional awareness training programme was organized by Sci‐
entists of RARS, Palem in collaboration with KVK, Palem at Gudlanarva village of Bijnapally mandal, Nagarkurnool
district of Telangana on 10 September 2020. Dr. Sameer Kumar, Principal
Scientist Millets, explained about nutritional importance to vulnerable
groups like infants, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers.
Dr. S. Maheshwaramma, Scientist, elaborately explained about impor‐
tance of consumption of nutritional diets with locally available materials to
attain nutritional security. Dr. Afifa Jahan explained about foods rich in iron
and also importance of vitamin c for absorption of iron. The menu planning
and meal timings for ameliorating anemia were explained to farm women
and ASHA workers. The importance of PM Shri Narender Modi motive on Poshan Maah Nutritional month was ex‐
plained. Sri. S Ramesh, Scientist, Smt. Saradha, MPTC, Shri Mahesh, Village Sarpanch, smt. Balamani, Panchayat sec‐
retary, smt. Sudhar Rani, Teacher, Smt.Vanaja, ANM, Three ASHA workers and three Anganwadi workers along with
35 farm women attended the meeting. Dr. Afifa Jahan distributed fruits to all trainees in collaboration with ICICI
Foundation. During this program all nutritious foods from Millets, fruits, vegetables and protein rich products ‐ eggs
and milk were displayed.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
S.No.

Name of
Employee

Programme details

Category

Dates

1

Mahesh Kumar

International Webinar during International Hindi Virtual
Fortnight organized by BSSN, Haridwar & FCRS, New Delhi

Webinar

1‐15 Sept
2020

2

P Rajendra Kumar

Uncultivated Foods, organized by ASHA Kisan Swaraj or‐
ganized at NutriHub, IIMR.

Webinar

04 Sept.,
2020

3

M Elangovan,
P Rajendra Kumar

Challenges and Opportunities Before Youth in Agriculture,
organized by Central Agricultural University,
Imphal

Webinar

04 Sept.,
2020

4

P Rajendra Kumar

Future Perspectives in Agricultural Education,
organized by ICAR‐IARI, New Delhi.

Webinar

05 Sept.,
2020

5

Parashuram
Patroti

Importance and Utilization of Genetic resources in Crop
Improvement organized by Phoenix Academy, Mysore

Webinar

05 Sept.,
2020

6

Parashuram Patroti

The Importance of Soft Skills in Academia organized by
Bioingene.com.

Webinar

05 Sept.,
2020

7

Hariprasanna K

"Millets as Smart Foods ‐ USP for Millet Markets"

Webinar

05 Sept.,
2020

8

M Elangovan

“Importance and Utilization of Genetic Resources in Crop
Improvement” Organized by Phoenix Academy‐Mysore.

Webinar

05 Sept.,
2020

9

M Elangovan and
Parashuram
Patroti
Amasiddha,
P Rajendra Kumar,
Hariprasanna K

Online review meeting of CRP‐AB (2017‐2020) under the
Chairmanship of DDG (CS).

Meeting

07 Sept.,
2020

“Himalayan Day and Himalayan ecosystem‐2020”
organized by ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad

National We‐
binar

9 Sept.
2020

11

CV Ratnavathi

Ph D viva of M. Pallavi, Division of Genetics and Plant
Breeding

Webinar

9 Sept.
2020

12

CV Ratnavathi

Attended the virtual meeting on the work progress of na‐
tional data base project

Meeting

10 Sept.,
2020.

13

Parashuram
Patroti

Contemplative Perspectives on Seed‐ Conservation, Qual‐
ity Assurance & Supply Systems organized by ICAR‐Indian
Institute of Seed Science, Mau

Meeting

10 Sept.,
2020.

14

SS Rao

“Innovative Business Models emerging through COVID‐19”
organized by NABARD‐CII‐ACE, Hyderabad.

Webinar

10 Sept.,
2020,

15

P Rajendra Kumar

RNA‐Seq Analysis using Lasergene Genomics,
organized by DNASTAR for Life Sciences.

Webinar

10 Sept.,
2020

16

M Elangovan, Ama‐
siddha

“AI in Agriculture” hosted by Free and Open Source for
Geospatial Conference (FOSSAg) through Swecha Learning
Management System.

Short Module
course

11 Sept.,
2020

17

M Elangovan

“Reforms in Agricultural Education organized by
Agrovision Foundation and Agro‐Spectrum.

Webinar

11 Sept.,
2020

18

Rajesha

The response of the DBT’s Autonomous institutes to COVID
‐19 (Part‐II) Organized by Department of Biotechnology
(DBT) in association with DBT/Wellcome Trust India Alli‐
ance

Webinar

11 Sept.,
2020

19

CV Ratnavathi

meeting on review of project proposal on Joint Global
health Trial with Mohan Diabetic Research centre,
Chennai

Meeting

12 Sept.,
2020.

20

PG Padmaja

Celebrating 18 years of successful Bt cotton cultivation in
India organized by Biotecnika Info Labs Pvt. Ltd.

Webinar

12 Sept.,
2020.
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Meetings (M) / Symposia (S)/ Workshops (W) / Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended
CRISPR in Agriculture : Context of Improving WUE
organized by Bioingene.com
“Intellectual Property Rights in Agricultural Research & Edu‐
cation in India” by NAHEP & IPTM Unit, ICAR

webinar

22

Parashuram
Patroti
Hariprasanna K
Avinash Singode &
Sangappa

23

PG Padmaja

A session on accessing Taylor & Francis Journals organised
by Taylor & Francis Group

Webinar

15 Sept.,
2020

24

P Rajendra Kumar,
Parasuram Patroti,
Hariprasanna K
CV Ratnavathi

How to access T&F journals, organized by Taylor & Francis.

Webinar

16 Sept.,
2020

Participated and presented the final year progress of the
DBT project on 'Development of fortified millet foods"
funded by DBT.
“Geo‐tagging of Frontline demonstrations” organized by
Project Coordinator (Small Millets), Bengaluru.

Review
Meeting

16 Sept.,
2020

Training

16 Sept.,
2020

EFC Meeting of NBPGR, AINP on Potential Crops, CRP on
Agrobiodiversity chaired by DDG (CS).
CeRA, Directorate of Knowledge Management in Agricul‐
ture, ICAR, New Delhi.
Participated in the 23rd scientific panel meeting of FSSAI

Meeting

16 Sept.,
2020
16 Sept.,
2020
17 Sept.,
2020
18 Sept.,
2020
18 Sept.,
2020
19 Sept.,
2020
22 Sept.,
2020

21

25

26

M Elangovan and
Parashuram Patroti

27

M Elangovan

28

Rajesha

29

CV Ratnavathi

30

Amasiddha

31

P Rajendra Kumar

32

Parashuram
Patroti
PG Padmaja

33

34

KBRS Visarada,
P Rajendra Kumar

35

Hariprasanna K

36

M Elangovan

37

Jinu Jacob &
Rajesha

38

40

P Rajendra Kumar &
Parashuram Patroti
KBRS Visarada,
P Rajendra Kumar
CV Ratnavathi

41

42

39

“Climate Smart Integrated Farming System” Organized by:
ICAR‐NIASM, Baramati
Beyond a single reference genome – The advantages of se‐
quencing multiple individuals, organized by PACBIO
Hydroponics: A future of Urban farming organized by Phoe‐
nix Academy, Mysore
Management of Biotic and Abiotic Stresses in Protected
Agriculture organised by Dept. of Entomology ,
CSK HPAU, Palampur
Genome Editing in Agriculture: Innovations for Sustainable
Production and Food Systems, organized by ICRISAT,
Patancheru.
“Improving Nutrition Security with Biofortified Crops: Les‐
sons from COVID‐19 on the Path to Scaling Up by Harvest‐
Plus
Attended National Group Meeting of AICRP on Forage Crops
organized by ICAR‐IGFRI, Jhansi.

Workshop
cum Training
Programme

Webinar
Meeting
National
Webinar
Webinar
Webinar
Webinar

12 Sept.,
2020.
12‐28
Sept.,
2020

Webinar

22 Sept.,
2020

Webinar

28 Sept.,
2020

Meeting

28 Sept.,
2020

“Statistical Computing Using R Software” Organized by:
Acharya NG Ranga Agricultural University. Agricultural col‐
lege, Bapatla
Positioning of Millets for Emerging Nutrition Markets organ‐
ized by ICAR‐IIMR, Hyderabad
“Applications of Genome Editing in Agriculture: CGIAR Focus
on Crop Improvement”, organized by ICRISAT
Participated as an external examiner in the Ph. D. Viva ex‐
amination of Ms. Yoya Luyithui of Department of Grain Sci‐
ence and technology of CFTRI, Mysore

National
webinar

28 ‐30
Sept.,
2020
29 Sept.,
2020
29 Sept.,
2020
29 Sept.,
2020.

M Elangovan

XXXXI Meeting of Plant Germplasm Registration Committee
organized by ICAR‐National Bureau of Plant Genetic Re‐
sources (NBPGR), New Delhi

Meeting

29 Sept.,
2020

P Rajendra Kumar

Choosing the right NGS approach: WGS vs. WES vs. targeted
sequencing, organized by American Association for the Ad‐
vancement of Science

Webinar

30 Sept.,
2020
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Thought for the month

You talk when you cease to be at peace with your thoughts
― Kahlil Gibran
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