Nutri-Cereal Multi Stakeholders Mega Convention 3.0

The Nutri-cereals Multi stakeholders Mega Convention, Poshan Vatika and Tree plantation campaign event for International Year of Millets-2023
was organized by ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad during 17-18 September, 2021 with a theme “Run-Up for international
Year of Millets 2023”. The program was inaugurated by Shri. Narendra Singh Tomar, the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, in
the presence of Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR), Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, DAC & FW and other Key stakeholders.
Shri Kailash Choudhary, Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Ms. Shobha Karandlaje, Minister of State for Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare also graced the inaugural session virtually.

The main aim of this programme was to spread the real use of the slogan “Per Drop More Crop”, of our Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, in the field of millets cultivation and that the millets can be grown with minimum rainfall even under adverse conditions. Along with this, in
the perspective of the slogan “Local for Vocal” the millets can be one of the best food in eradicating malnutrition globally. Again beside this, the
millets can double the farmer’s income by utilizing minimum amount of inputs and getting a much higher output. Millets are key to nutrition
security and “Poshan Abhiyan”.

In his address, Hon’ble Minister emphasized the importance of achieving nutritional security and put forth the forecast of Swami Vivekan-
anda that 21° century will be of India. Today on the
leadership of PM Shri Narendra Modi, India has pro-
gressed on the path of Atma Nirbhar Bharat (Self-
reliant India). Further, Mr. Tomar discussed on need
for younger generation to be engaged in agriculture,
increasing the on-farm facilities, the facility of e-
market for the farmers to sell their produce. Explain-
ing Centre’s packages under the Agriculture Infra-
structure Fund worth Rs. 1.5 lakh crore to fill gaps in
the agriculture sector, he said the government is
going to spend Rs. 6,850 crores to setup 10,000 new
Farmers’ Producing Organizations (FPOs), which
would result in the transformation of 86 per cent of
farmers’ lives and would create a new revolution in
agriculture. Through FPOs millets can be exported to
other countries and making them self-reliant. With
this not only the farmer’s income will be doubled but also nutritional security will be achieved. He added on farmer producer organization
that they will play critical role in the advancement of agriculture as a sustainable enterprise in the near future and creating a healthy at-
mosphere around the farming communities.

People should understand the importance of millets and it should be the responsibility of all the farmers, the government and stakeholders
to supply millets to each and every household, said the Minister. Millets are even mentioned in some of the oldest Yajurveda texts. Thus,
indicating that millets consumption was very common to India. Before Green Revolution, millets made up around 40 percent of all culti-
vated grains. However, since the green revolution, the production of rice has increased doubly and wheat production has tripled. Because
of change in food habits we are quickly forgetting our in-
digenous foods and chasing internationalization. Millets too
have been discarded as being too primitive to be used, for-
#% getting the roots. But, today millets are garnering the much-
d deserved attention across India because of their high nutri-
tional value and has declared that India would take a lead-
ing position in production of millets, stating that it it's due
to India’s initiative that the United Nations has declared
2023 as the International Year of Millets, and he urged the
younger generation to make millets part of their daily diet,
as steps were being taken to achieve nutrition security
along with food security in India.

At the conclave, he visited several millets’ food stalls put up
by various Start-ups, millet processing units and millets FPOs
from different states nurtured by ICAR-IIMR exhibited their
millet products which has garnered special attraction to the
event. The Minister released various publications brought out
by the ICAR-IIMR.
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Later in the day, the Minister participated in Tree Planta-
tion programme, Seed distribution programs to tribal farmers and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras, felicitation to 71 Kanyas at Indian Institute of
Millets Research, to mark the Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi Ji’s
71* Birthday. He also distributed Certificate of Incorporation to
around 15 newly formed FPOs followed by interaction with farmers
and biodiversity groups at ICAR-IIMR. He then inaugurated Glass
House Research facilities, Nutri-Cereal Seed Science Centre, Start-up
facility: Millet Food Processing Units and Flaking Lines. He visited
Food Processing Facilities & ICAR-IIMR's business incubator, the Nutri
hub. In his address, the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare,
said that ICAR-IIMR will play an important role in leading the Interna-
tional Year of Millets, 2023 and making it Successful and also stated
that Indian Millet based FPOs will help to increases Millet Production
and International export.

The two-day convention was organized jointly by ICAR-Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and DAC& FW. The objec-
tive of this event was to prepare blue print of series of events
planned to celebrate the “International Year of Millets, 2023” as de-

clared by the United Nations General Assembly. Key Millet Stake-
holders and FPOs from various states such as Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Assam, Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu attended the event. Shri Kailash Choudhary,
Union Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare compli-
mented the Institute for the commendable work done in the area of
Millets.

In his welcome address, Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary (DARE) &
DG (ICAR) praised the Institute’s efforts in creating awareness on
millets, Start-Ups for Millets processing and value-added food prod-
ucts. The Director General accentuated that the Nutri-cereals Innova-
tion Centre would help in studying the Millet’s nutritional benefits,
expanding the training and creating awareness among farmers and
consumers. Dr. Mohapatra emphasized on Seed Hubs created by the
Ministry of Agriculture and hoped it will enable access to quality
seeds and enhanced production and productivity. Dr. Shekhar C
Mande, Secretary DSIR, Director General, CSIR, also emphasized on
the value and importance of millets. Shri Yogendra Singh, marketing
manager, IFFCO, also detailed on the tree plantation and nutri-garden
concept of ICAR and IFFCO. Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Dept. of
Agriculture & Farmer’s welfare, put forth of the role of the govt. of
India in bringing new technologies in the field of millets cultivation.
Dr. S.K Malhotra, Agriculture commissioner, Dept. of Agriculture &
Farmer’s welfare, discussed on IYOM 2023 and detailed on the blue-
print, which has included 18 different ministries and all the stake-
holders trying to make this event a grand success and also to create
awareness on millets not only in India but also worldwide.

Shri. Narendra Singh Tomar released three publications-Millets reci-
pes- a healthy alternative, Success stories of 100 millet start-ups, and
Nutri-cereals. Besides this, M/s. Halachalita Mahila Kisan producers
company, Ltd, Madhya Pradesh, M/s. Sarvashree inner wing wellness
Pvt. Ltd., Telangana, M/s. Sarvashree foundation health foods Pvt.
Ltd., Telangana and Odisha for Odisha Millet’s mission received the
awards on this occasion from the Minister.
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At the closing ceremony, India’s representative from FAO, Shri.
Tomeo Shichiri also gave a brief on the importance of millets in bring-
ing diversity in the food habit and diversifying the food plate of all to
usher in Nutrition Security. He promised full support of FAO towards
India. On this occasion, Smt. Amala Akkineni, Chairman, Blue Cross
Society, Hyderabad also shared her personal experiences of health
benefits of millets and its importance. The main objective of this
event was to move forward towards the international year of millets-
2023 with an organized plan. In this event more than 300 delegates
participated and lakhs of people participated through virtual mode.
Dr. Vilas A. Tonapi, Director, ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research,
Hyderabad explained about the events that led to the establishment
of the Institute in the Year - 2015.

Dr. NGP Rao memorial lecture and award
ceremony
The first Dr. NGP Rao memorial Lecture and Award ceremony was

organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad on
Teacher’s Day -5 September, 2021 on his Birth Day. Dr. Neelamraju

Ganga Prasada Rao (1927-2016), is the ‘Father of Hybrid Sorghum’,
for leading the green revolution with sorghum in rainfed semi-arid
regions of India. His services to the nation as Teacher, Researcher,
Scientist, Vie-chancellor and Chairman of ASRB, New Delhi are highly
remarkable. With a great respect, The Society for Millets Research,
located at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research announced a Me-
morial Award on his name to be given to the most accomplished agri-
cultural scientists, researchers in millets every two years in associa-
tion with NGP Rao Foundation and global seed conglomerate Ad-
vanta.

The first ever virtual award ceremony was organized on 5" Novem-
ber, 2021 at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research. Dr. Jacqueline
Hughes, Director General, ICRISAT was the Chairperson of the session
and programme was Co-Chaired by Dr. Tilak Raj Sharma, Deputy Di-
rector General (CS), ICAR, New Delhi. Padma Bhushan Dr. Raj Paroda,
Former Secretary, DARE and Director General, ICAR, and Chairman,
TAAS New Delhi, was the Chief Guest. The other Guests of Honor
were: Dr. Bhupen Dubey, CEO, Advanta; Dr. Rajendra Prasad, VC-UAS
-Bengaluru, Dr. Aravind Kumar, DDG, ICRISAT and Dr. NH Rao, Trus-
tee, NGP Rao Foundation.
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At the outset, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR & General Secre-
tary, Society for Millets Research welcomed the Guests, other digni-
taries and other participants and briefed about Society for Millets
Research activities. He also informed about Dr. NGP Rao’s education
and research contributions.

On this occasion, Padma Bhushan Dr. RS Paroda delivered the Dr. NGP
Rao memorial Lecture entitled “Future of Sorghum and Millets". In his
address he emphasized on millets and their health benefits and
stressed on the need to put efforts to increase the production and
productivity. He also said there is an urgent need to bring these mil-
lets to the limelight again, through supporting farmers and populariz-
ing millet health benefits. He emphasized for the second green revolu-
tion from dry regions for the Nutritional Security of India. He also
highlighted that food for good health and immunity with greater focus
on local food systems as learning during the COVID 19 pandemic, the
health and nutritional benefits of millets and diversifying the food
baskets. He finally requested policy makers to consider MSP to be
linked to procurement by States. IIMR also dedicated the newly con-
structed “Crop Work Area” Facility at IIMR as “NGP RAO Crop Im-
provement Centre”.

This year “Award selection committee” declared the “NGP Rao Memo-
rial lifetime achievement Award” to the following Researchers: Dr.
Bhanwar Singh Rana, Former Director, NRC-Sorghum-Hyderabad and
Former Project Coordinator-All India coordinated Sorghum Improve-
ment Project, Hyderabad for the Sorghum, Dr. Annada Seetharam,
Former Project Coordinator-All India Small Millets Improvement Pro-
ject, Bengaluru, for Small Millets and Dr. Kedar Nath Rai, Principal
Breeder, ICRISAT, Patancheru, Hyderabad for Pearl Millet. This award
carries citation and one lakh Rupees cash prize to each. Dr. Raj
Paroda, Dr. Jacqueline Hughes, Dr. TR Sharma, Dr. Bhupen Dubey
conferred these awards to three researchers recognizing their yeo-
men contributions to Sorghum, Small Millets and Pearl Millet im-
provement respectively, in presence of Dr. Vilas Tonapi, Director,
IIMR. The awardees thanked the Society for Millets Research for initi-
ating the awards.

In his concluding remarks, Dr. TR Sharma thanked Dr. Paroda for his
valuable suggestions towards the improvement of millet production,
productivity and consumption in the light of forthcoming International
Year of Millets during 2023, the Government of India is very keen to
promote Millets in a big way involving 12 ministries in India and
abroad. He expressed his belief that ICAR and IIMR can fulfill all these
tasks including organizing International seminars, technology dissemi-
nation to farmers and capacity building of entrepreneurs and start-
ups, awareness campaigns on millet nutritional benefits to students,
Home Makers and Self-help groups. They can enable millet food to be
available to the passengers in Rail and Air ways, include millet food in
Mid-day meals of School children. This Award ceremony ended with
the vote of thanks by Dr. K Hariprasanna. This programme was coordi-
nated by Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IIMR.

Azadi ka Amrit Mhotasav

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav - week-long virtual celebrations under the
theme on “National Campaign on Nutricereals and Tree Plantation”
was organized at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research Hyderabad
during 12-17 September 2021 with great enthusiasm.

12 Sept., 2021: Theme of the day: Diversifying Agriculture and Crop-
ping Systems with Millets. There were 100 participations including 50
farmers from various parts of the country. Dr Gangaiah, Principal Sci-
entist (Agronomy) delivered the lecture on millets based cropping
system, millet crop diversification, modern farming, agro-tourism,
millets in rice fallow and sorghum biofuel. Dr. K Hariprasanna pre-
sented an outlook on local and improved varieties performance in
Karnataka. Farmers from Pradhan group lead by Mrs. Anita Sahil,
Farmers from Kodo Bazar Fed FPO Limited, Jivan marshal Fed FPOs,
Mr Jogi Naidu, SVDS interacted with the Scientists of ICAR-IIMR. Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, IIMR during his closing remarks, desired more
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~ Millets and Crop Diversification

programmes in regional languages in future to commemorate the
International Year of Millets in 2023. This event was coordinated by
Drs. K Srinivasa Babu, KN Ganapathy and C Sangappa.

13 Sept., 2021 - Theme of the day: Enabling Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs) to enhance production, productivity of Millets:
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There were 120 participations including Farmer Producing Organiza-
tions (FPO) from various parts of the country. Dr Divakar, Tech Lead,
Centre for Agrarian Studies, NIRD&PR delivered the lecture on Case
Studies of Model FPOs with video presentation on Tamara (Turmeric),
and floriculture. He has also explained the 4 C Approach to FPOs viz.,
Conservation, Cultivation, Consumption and Commerce; FPO Board
meeting agenda structures; Best practices for successful FPOs etc., He
also answered several queries about the formation of new FPOs,
strengthening the FPOs etc. This programme was coordinated by Drs.
C Sangappa and K Srinivasa Babu.

14 Sept., 2021 - Theme of the day: Millets Biodiversity Conservation:
There were 50 participations from ICAR-IIMR, ICAR-NBPGR, AICRP on
Sorghum and Small millets, Other ICAR Institutes, RRA Network, and
WASSAN. The programme was Chaired by Dr KS Varaprasad, Former
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Director, ICAR-IIOR and Dr. Prabhakar, Former Project Coordinator
(Small millets) as special guest. There were 5 presentations made viz.,
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Status of Millets Germplasm at National Genebank by Dr Sushil
Pandey, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi; Status of Millets
Germplasm at Dr. RS Paroda Genebank, ICRISAT by Dr M Ventriven-
than, Senior Scientist, ICRISAT, Patancheru; Millets Diversity by Dr. M
Elangovan, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad; Traditional Millet
Varieties by Mr Krishna Prasad, Director, Sahaja Samrudha and Use
and Promotion of millets diversity through seed centres by Ms.
Bhagya, Associate Director, WASSAN. In the special guest remarks Dr.
Prabhakar emphasized on making the database on germplasm utiliza-
tion in the released varieties. Dr KS Varaprasad, Chairman highlighted
the mainstreaming landraces - SOPs; Principal traits - groups of germ-
plasm taxonomy combining ability nutritional value, genetic purity
seed standards, identify popular State and district level ecosystem
landraces in Finger millet, Foxtail millet and Barnyard millet besides
Traditional Food products using modern industrial systems and Indus-
try Branding Focus. This programme was coordinated by Drs. M
Elangovan, B Amasiddha and VM Malathi.

15 Sept., 2021 - Theme of the day: Millet processing and value addi-
tion: There were 50 participations including ICAR-IIMR, AICRP on Sor-
ghum and Small Millets Scientists, FPO, Students etc., from various
parts of the country. Dr P Hemashankari, Scientist (AS&PE) delivered
the lecture on “Primary and secondary processing of machineries for
millets” She explained about the primary processing machineries for
millets including de-stoner, cleaner cum grader, polishing machines
and the secondary processing machines and mechanized wet cleaner,
tray dryer, steaming unit, cold extruder, hot extruder, pasta and
semolina making machines. This event was coordinated by Drs. P He-
mashankari and N Anuradha.

16 Sept., 2021 - Theme of the day: Cooking with Millets: There were
50 participations including Scientists from ICAR-IIMR, AICRP on Sor-
ghum and Small millets centre, FPOs, Students from various parts of

the country. Dr. Sujatha, Mrs. Vijayalakshmi and Dr V Ravi Kumar co-
ordinated the live demonstration videos of various millet recipes.

17 Sept., 2021 - Inauguration of National Campaign on Nutricereals
and Tree Plantation programme

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare inaugurated the National Campaign on Nutricereals
and Tree Plantation at ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR),
Hyderabad on 17 September 2021. He started the inauguration with

planting a Tree in the ICAR-IIMR campus. He also inaugurated sor-
ghum germplasm exhibition stall where the diversity of 10 different
millets were exhibited from IIMR to show the panicle diversity, seed
colour diversity and wild relative of millets in a live sample and poster
forms. The millets diversity stall was visited by many famers and FPOs
to know the diversity of millets available globally. He also visited
other stalls of self-help groups and FPOs which showcased the millets
value added products.

Nine Millets Genetic Stocks recommended for
registration at PGRC Meeting

A total of 9 millet genetic stocks namely 1-Barnyard millet, 4 Finger
Millets, 2-Forage Sorghums and 1-Grain sorghum were recommended
for registration during the 45" meeting of Plant Germplasm Registra-
tion Committee (PGRC) organized by ICAR-National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources, New Delhi on 21 September 2021. The meeting
was Chaired by Dr Tilak Raj Sharma, DDG (CS), ICAR in presence of Dr
Ashok Kumar, Director (Acting), ICAR-NBPGR-New Delhi and attended
by Directors and PCs and PDs of the crop institutes. Drs. Vilas A.
Tonapi, Director-IIMR, M Elangovan and B Amasiddha attended from
ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad. For more details of the genetic stocks visit our
Website.

Training programme to FPOS on Good govern-
ance & Business plan

The training programme on Role of CEOs in management of FPOs and
their sustainability was jointly organized by ICAR-IIMR and MANAGE
Hyderabad, from 27 to 30 September, 2021. CEO, Accountant and a
Director from each of 19 FPOs of Karnataka were the participants. Dr.
Vilas A Tonapi, Director, ICAR-IIMR, Hyderabad addressed the partici-
pants wherein he pointed out the importance of FPOs in empowering
small and marginal farmers. He also urged the participants to take
forward the FPOs in a sustainable manner. Dr. P. Chandra Sekhara,
Director General, MANAGE, Hyderabad was the chief guest of the
programme, he suggested CEOs and Directors to increase the mem-
bership of the shareholders. During the four days of training pro-
gramme 12 sessions were held on different aspects of the FPO along
with the visits to millet processing units. Dr. Ashok Dalwai, IAS, CEO,
NRAA was also a guest speaker who addressed the training partici-
pants over virtual mode on a webinar on networking and conver-
gence opportunities for FPOs. He focused on the management as-
pects of human resource, business, risk, financial, technical, profes-
sional and also strategies to mobilize the farmers and sustain their
interest in the FPOs. The resource persons were from various insti-
tutes with vast experience in group formation delivered their respec-
tive topics in both practical and theoretical way. The programme
directors of the course were Dr. Sangappa, scientist, Dr. K. C. Gumma-
golmath, Director (M & E), MANAGE, Dr. Dinesh T M Consultant —
MANAGE and Dr. Laxmi B, Project Coordinator, ICAR-IIMR.

Farmers training programmes

Angadi Chittampally village: ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research
(IIMR), Hyderabad organized the one-day farmers training pro-
gramme at Angadi Chittampally village on 21 September, 2021. In this
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event, about 150 farmers including students and women farmers par-
ticipated besides the progressive farmers Sh. Naveen, M. Srinivas, Anil
Kumar, K. Srinivas, Vittalaiah. Srinivas Reddy, Smt. G. Maneamma and
P. Vijaya Lakshmi. The training was given on cultivation practices of
various millets by Dr B. Subbarayudu. He explained the health benefits
of millets and gaining demand in the market and the entrepreneurial
opportunities. The food products made up of millets at Indian Insti-
tute of Millets Research were displayed. Dr. B. Subbarayudu, Pl of
the project coordinated this program with the help of Mr. Naveen.

Sarpanpally village: Another one - day farmers training programme
on “Entrepreneurship development programme on millets” was or-
ganized at Sarpanpally village on 28 September, 2021 In this event,
155 farmers, students and women farmers participated. The training
was given on seed to seed cultivation practices of millets by Dr B. Sub-
barayudu. Progressive farmers viz., Mr. Gopal Reddy, Mr. Krishna
Reddy, Mr. Tajuddin, Mr. Usman, Mr. Sattaiah, Mr. Venkat and Mr.
Satyanarayana Reddy participated and made the event grand success.
Dr B. Subbarayudu, PI of the project coordinated this program. The
above programmes were conducted under NABARD sponsored pro-
ject on “Promotion of millets technology and entrepreneurial skills
among the farmers and youth of Vikarabad district of Telangana”

Participation of IIMR Scientists in Global Sor-
ghum Expert Consultation

Drs Vilas A. Tonapi and M Elangovan participated in the Expert Consul-
tation for “Securing the Long-term Conservation and Use of Sorghum
Genetic Resources Globally” on 23 September 2021 organized by the
Crop Trust, which is updating the global sorghum conservation strat-
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egy. In addition to the classical approach of surveying curators about
their perspectives on collection quality, gaps, challenges, etc., we
desire to bring together global leaders focused on the utilization of
genetic resources and gain their perspectives on how to advance the
value and usage of collections based on recent scientific progress in
breeding, genetics, genomics, phenomics, data management, and
related disciplines.
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Press meet on Nutri-Cereal Multi Stakeholders
Mega Convention

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research conducted Pre-event press
meet in connection with Nutri-Cereal Multi Stakeholders Mega Con-
vention on 15 October, 2021 to explain the motto of the 2 days’ event
to be held at HICC Hyderabad during 17-18 September, 2021. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR explained about the forthcoming International
Year of Millets-2023 and the efforts of IIMR and ICAR to achieve this
breakthrough from UN with the help of Government of India. He also
explained in detail the importance of millets and their nutritional val-
ues, need to popularize globally. He added that this meet will discuss
the strategies and events to be conducted till the end of 2023 includ-
ing organizing awareness programmes, trainings on cultivation prac-
tices to farmers, Production and commercialization of millet value
added health foods to young entrepreneurs, startups, recipe making
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classes for chefs and house makers, Encouraging farmers to be a part
in FPOs and installing millet processing units in rural segments etc.
This meet will be inaugurated by the Union Agricultural Minister, and
Telangana State Agricultural Minister, DG, ICAR and other Dignitaries
from ICAR, DARE. Second day sessions focussed on the young entre-
preneurs and the start-ups. Dr. B Dayakar Rao, Chief coordinator of
this event also addressed the press and the meet ended with Q&A
session.

Visit of Telangana State Agriculture Minister

Sri. Singireddy Niranjan Reddy, Minister of Agriculture, Telangana,
along with Sri. M Raghunandan Rao, IAS, APC and Secretary to Gov-
ernment of Telangana, Sri. K. Vijay Kumar and Smt. G. Narimani, Addi-
tional Directors of Agriculture, and other dignitaries from office of the
Commissioner, Department of Agriculture, Hyderabad visited IIMR on

=

4 September, 2021. After formal welcome, Dr. Vilas A Tonapi, Direc-
tor, IIMR explained the minister about the ongoing research activities,
action plans, and monitoring techniques being practiced at IIMR to
increase the research and scientific output. The minister opined that
millets needs to be brought back to food plate to provide alternate
grains to address malnutrition and steps needed to be taken to re-
move the bottlenecks in supply chain, value chain and Farm gate
processing. He also assured the support from Government of Telan-
gana to popularize the millet cultivation in Telangana region and to
organize Farmers awareness campaigns on millet health benefits and
value addition. Sri Niranjana Reddy and other members also visited
the Centre of Excellence on Millets, and Nutrihub facilities. Dr. B
Dayakar Rao, and his team at CoE explained in detail about the incu-
bation facilities, start-up ignition programmes and facilities for the
young entrepreneurs, large-scale processing and production facilities
and technologies available at IIMR. Sri Niranjana Reddy compli-
mented the work done by the institute including the achievements.

Inauguration of Hindi Chetana Maas Celebration

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad celebrating
Hindi Chetana Maas during 14 September-13 October, 2021 at IIMR,
Hyderabad. The programme was inaugurated by Dr. Vilas A Tonapi,
Director, IIMR on 14 September, 2021 by lighting the lamp. At the
outset, Dr. Jinu Jacob, Scientist & Officer-in-Change, Hindi Cell wel-
comed the delegates. The messages issued on the occasion of Hindi
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Agriculture & Farmer Welfare, and Shri Kailash Chaudhary, Hon'ble
Union Minister of State for Agriculture & Appeal by Dr. Trilochan Mo-
hapatra, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR were read by Mrs. Ritu Dalal,
Senior Administrative Officer, Jinu Jacob and Shri HS Gawali, Assistant
Chief Technical Officer respectively. Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Techni-
cal Officer (OL) emphasized on the importance of Official Language
Hindi as globally. He presented the details of the programmes to be
organized during the Hindi Chetana Maas. On the occasion, Dr. Vilas A
Tonapi, Director, IIMR appreciated the official language implementa-
tion being done at IIMR, Hyderabad and asked the staff to extend
support to official language implementation. The above programme
was coordinated by Dr. Jinu Jacob and Dr. Mahesh Kumar.

Honours

Resource Person: Dr. M Elangovan, Principal Scientist, IMR served
as the Resource Person at International Virtual Workshop on "Digital
Field book-Paperless Data Collection [Android Application]"organized
by the Department of Genetics and Plant Breeding, Faculty of Agricul-
ture, Annamalai University. The workshop was organised by National
Academy of Biological Sciences and DST Purse I, Annamalai Univer-
sity, Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu on 15 September 2021. Dr M
Elangovan, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIMR-Hyderabad was the Resource
Person of this workshop and delivered the lecture on Digital Field
Book followed by hands-on training on the Field Book App. There
were 320 participants from across India and 4 from abroad (Japan,
Taiwan, Korea and Sri Lanka). The workshop was coordinated by Drs
M Elangovan and B Sunil Kumar.

Guest Lecture: Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer (Official
Language), ICAR-IIMR was invited as a chief guest for the Hindi Fort-
night celebrations held at NBPGR Regional Station Hyderabad on 25
September, 2021. Dr. Mahesh Kumar in his address highlighted the

14 - 30, 2021

importance of Hindi as a global language and as an Official Language
in India, and motivated the staff to practice Hindi in their routine of-
fice works.
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Visitors

Dr. Madhu Verma, Chief Economist, Economics Centre, WRI India,
New Delhi and her team visited IIMR on 22 September, 2021. Dr. Vilas
A Tonapi, Director, IIMR explained him about the ongoing research
activities, action plans, and monitoring techniques being practiced at
IIMR to increase the research and scientific output. The discussions
on business incubation and linking start-ups with credit institutions
was also discussed. The team also visited sorghum Food Processing
and Technology Park. Dr. Sangappa, Scientist coordinated this visit.

Memorandum of Understanding

M/s. Prabhat Agri Biotech, Gundla Pochampalli, Medchal, Secundera-
bad has entered into MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 7 September, 2021 for
Seed production and marketing of CSH 24 MF. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi
signed the MoU on behalf of IIMR. Mr. Sankar Singh Bisth, Vice-

Chairman from M/s Prabhat Agri Biotech had signed the MOU and
the agreement is valid for 36 months.

M/s. Srishaila Enterprises, Bellary, Karnataka has entered into MoU
with ICAR - IIMR on 13 September, 2021 for Seed production and
marketing of CSH 24 MF. On behalf of IIMR Dr. R Madhusudhana,

Principal Scientist, IIMR in lieu of Director, IIMR signed the MoU. Mr.
M. Girimallana Gouda, Proprietor, Shrishaila Enterprises signed the
MOU in the presence of Dr. C. Aruna, Principal Scientist and Dr. J.
Stanley, Nodal Person, ITMU, IIMR, Hyderabad.

M/s. Foragen Seeds Pvt. Ltd, Bellary, Karnataka has entered into
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MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 21 September, 2021 for Seed production and
marketing of CSH 24 MF. Dr. Vilas A Tonapi signed the MoU on behalf
of IIMR. Mr. Prabhakar Babu, CEO & Director, Foragen Seeds Pvt. Ltd,
Bellary signed the MOU in the presence of Drs. M Elangovan, Principal
Scientist and J Stanley, Scientist of IMR and the agreement is valid for
36 months.

M/s. Narmada Seed Corporation, Nandyal, Andhra Pradesh has en-
tered into MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 23 September, 2021 for Seed pro-

duction and marketing of CSH 24 MF. On behalf of IIMR Dr. C. Aruna,
Principal Scientist, IIMR in lieu of Director, IIMR signed the MoU. Mr.
Chou Reddy, Proprietor, Narmada Seed Corporation had signed the
MOU in the presence of, R Madhusudhana Principal Scientist and Dr.
J. Stanley, Senior Scientist and Nodal Person, ITMU, IIMR, Hyderabad.

M/s. Malleswara Agro Agencies, Bellary, Andhra Pradesh has entered
into MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 27 September, 2021 for Seed produc-
tion and marketing of CSH 24 MF. On behalf of IIMR Dr. C. Aruna, Prin-
cipal Scientist, IIMR in lieu of Director, IIMR signed the MoU. Mr. Ravi-

Kumar Reddy, Proprietor, Malleswara Agro Agencies, Bellary had
signed the MOU in the presence of Dr. D Balakrishna, Principal Scien-
tist and Dr. J. Stanley, Senior Scientist and Nodal Person, ITMU, IIMR,
Hyderabad.

M/s. Bhadra Agro Agencies, Bellary, Andhra Pradesh has en-
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tered into MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 27 September, 2021 for Seed
production and marketing of CSH 24 MF. On behalf of IIMR Dr. C.
Aruna, Principal Scientist, IIMR in lieu of Director, IIMR signed the
MoU. Mr. K Anil Kumar Reddy, Proprietor, M/s. Bhadra Agro Agen-
cies, Bellary had signed the MOU in the presence of D Balakrishna,
Principal Scientist and Dr. J. Stanley, Senior Scientist and Nodal Per-
son, ITMU, IIMR, Hyderabad.

M/s. Shruthi Agro Seeds, Bellary, Andhra Pradesh has entered into
MoU with ICAR - IIMR on 27 September, 2021 for Seed production

and marketing of CSH 24 MF. On behalf of IIMR Dr. C. Aruna, Principal
Scientist, IIMR in lieu of Director, IIMR signed the MoU. Mr. Man-
junath Reddy, Proprietor, M/s Shruthi Agro Seeds, Bellary signed the
MOU in the presence of Dr. D Balakrishna, Principal Scientist and Dr.
J. Stanley, Senior Scientist and Nodal Person, ITMU, IIMR, Hyderabad.
This the agreement is valid for 36 months from the date of signing.

ICAR-IIMR signed MoU with Government of
Chhattisgarh

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millet research, Hyderabad has signed MoU
with 14 district Collectors of Chhattisgarh in the presence of Shri.
Bjupesh Baghel, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh. The MoU is
to expand the area under production of millets in the state of Chhat-
tisgarh and promote them to include Kodu, Kutki and Ragi in the daily
food consumption system. This MoU will also disseminate the pro-
duction technologies by means of regular trainings on processing of
millets, providing quality seeds and in nut shell to develop an entre-
preneurship in the area of millets through IIMR’s business incubator
Nutrihub. The MoU mainly focuses on the procurement of millets
from the farmers in 85 tribal clusters in the 14 districts of the state,
which will be facilitated by Chhattisgarh Minor Forest Producer Coop-
erative Organisation. Further the procured millets will be processed,
and aimed at creating brand to trade in the domestic and as well as
international market for export. Millets will be mainstreamed in Pub-
lic Distribution System (PDS), Mid-Day Meals and other public funded
programmes in supporting Poshan Abhiyan. Thus, CM of Chhattisgarh
believes that, Chhattisgarh will become county’s millet hub. This MoU
was facilitated by Dr. Sangappa, Scientist and Dr. Dayakar Rao, CEO,
Nutrihub, IIMR, Hyderabad.
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Online Meetings (M) / Workshops (W)/ Trainings (T) Conferences (C) attended

S. Name of Programme details Category Dates
No. Employee
1 Vials Aghav Two weeks ICAR-HRM Unit sponsored Training programme on T 02-16 Aug.,
Dnyanoba “Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) for higher productivity, prof- 2021
itability and resource-use efficiency”
2 Vilas A Tonapi Meeting on Food , Nature and People M 02 Sept.,
2021
3 M Elangovan Expert meeting on “Proposal on Participatory Plant Breeding in M 02 Sept.,
millets and Pulses” submitted by the WASSAN -Odisha. 2021
4 Vilas A Tonapi ICAR Regional Committee Meeting No. VIII — organized by ICAR- M 14 Sept.,
New Delhi. 2021
5 Vilas A Tonapi & Nutri-Cereal Multi Stakeholders Mega Convention 3.0 C 17-18 Sept,
Staff of IMR 2021
6 Vilas A Tonapi “Millets as Smart Foods” organized by Gyanasabha M 19 Sept,
2021
7 Vilas A Tonapi &  Germplasm Registration Committee Meeting M 21 Sept,
M Elangovan 2021
8 Vilas A Tonapi “Indo-German training on Seed Quality” organized by IARI, New T 22 Sept,,
Delhi 2021
9 Vilas A Tonapi, Meeting on “World Food Programme” organized by IARI, New M 24 Sept.,
B Dayakar Rao Delhi 2021
and C Sangappa
Thought for the month
How wonderful it is that nobody need to wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.
~Anne Frank

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MILLETS-2023

Compilation & Editing
Dr. KV Raghavendra Rao & Dr. B Venkatesh Bhat

LESp s e ]

9 .’Q...
nutri‘hubse
oe®

Photos, Design & Lay-out
HS Gawali

9 AATH of Milley ’
a0 .; G Publisher & Chief Editor
INTERNATRINAL YEAR OF MRLITS @ [}
MILLETS (@55) 3 : Director,
Cultivating Diversity, Justice, Resilience, Health and Zero Hunger -~ ek = ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research
T e

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR)

Hq. Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 500 030
Tel: 040-24599300

Fax: 040-24599304

Email: millets.icar@nic.in

Website: www.millets.res.in

Sorghum Off-Season Nursery, Warangal
Officer-In-Charge

Indian Institute of Millets Research,RARS,
(PJTSAU) Mulugu Road, Warangal.

Centre on Rabi Sorghum (IIMR), NH 9
Bypass , Shelgi, Solapur - 413 006 (Mah.)
Tel: 0217-2373456

Telefax: 0217-2373456

E mail: solapur@millets.res.in

Millets Newsletter No. 215 ; September, 2021 Page 8 of 8



