
  
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22-25 September, 2025  
Organized by  

 

ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research 
Global Centre of Excellence on Millets 

 Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad 

Telangana 500 030  

 

BACKGROUND   
 India is a global hub for Finger millet 
(45.6 per cent of global production, 3.7 m t) and 
Pearl millet (37.6 per cent of the 201718 average 
production). It also contributes to 7.38 per cent 
(mean of 2019-21) of sorghum production. Re-
garding other millets, it is the producer of Kodo 
millet, Little millet, and Barnyard millet. It 
makes exemplary contributions to Foxtail millet, 
Proso millet, and Brown top millet. Fonio, 
Jobstear is produced on a small scale, and Teff 
was introduced in Karnataka in the recent past. 
Mean grain yields realized at the country level 
are quite low (1.34 t/ha) as compared to their 
potential yields and yields showcased in Front 
Line Demonstrations (FLDs). A yield gap of 25-
66% depending on the crop and cultivation sea-
son. These low yields, translating into low prof-
its, are losing farmers’ patronage, leading to a 
dramatic shift to other profitable crops (maize, 
pulse, oilseed, cotton, etc.) under a rain-fed eco-
system. On the contrary, the demand for millets, 
especially from urban and health-conscious con-
sumers in processed form (ready to cook and 
ready to eat forms) is increasing. In this context, 
production enhancement coupled with pro-
cessing of millets should go hand in hand for 
their promotion and to retain the current acre-
age, if not bringing new areas under them.   
 

 ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research 

(IIMR), Hyderabad, India under the Technical 
Cooperation Programme (TCP)  of Food and 
Agriculture  Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO)  is implementing  a project entitled 
“Enhancing Capacity on Sustainable Value Chain 
Development of Millets for Food and Nutrition Secu-
rity in India” during 2024-25. As a part of the, 
IIMR is organizing a Training of Trainers (TOT) 
on “Upscaling of Millets Production, Value Chain 
and Entrepreneurship Development” i.e., holistical-
ly in Farm to Fork approach.  Through this pro-
gram, the stakeholders (extension worker’s de-
partment of agriculture, and Extension / Pro-
duction Scientists of State Agricultural Universi-
ties, and ICAR institutes across the country) 
from millet growing states will be exposed to the 
technological advances in production, pro-
cessing and entrepreneurship development. 
Thus, TOT aims to build a knowledge points 
which will be spread to the fellow extension 
workers and finally to the practicing farmers 
and budding entrepreneurs in start-up mode. 
This would ultimately ensure a place for millets 
in farms and diets promoting nutrition and 
health.    
 IIMR, Hyderabad, has been a generator of 
production gains and value chain in recent years 
under the aegis of Nutrihub. A start-up atmos-
phere for millets has been created by IIMR, facil-
itating industrial development. Their transfer for 
possible use by stakeholders is essential. In this 
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context, a four-day TOT has been planned with 
specific objectives to:  
  

· Showcase and deliberate on the technological 
advances in millets developed under the aegis 
of IIMR Hyderabad with the trainers. This in-
cludes participatory varietal selection and 
seed production.   

 

· To expose the trainers to mechanized millet 
production (including the use of drones) for 
reducing drudgery, production cost, and en-
hancing productivity per unit of energy and 
profitability.  

  
· To expose trainers to advances in value addi-

tion in millets, including ready-to-cook (RTC) 
and ready-to eat (RTE) products, and to pro-
vide technology, including visits to industrial 
units and entrepreneurship development op-
portunities   

 

· To create a master trainer based on millet pro-
duction for their respective regions.  

 

Targeted Participants   
The participants for the program shall be Agri-
cultural Officers of the State Department of Ag-
riculture, Assistant Professors from State Agri-
cultural Universities, Scientists from ICAR Insti-
tutes, and Officers from NGOs working with 
millet growers across the country who deal di-
rectly with millet promotion in the country.   

Medium of instruction:  
     Instructions shall be in English.  

 

Selection of candidates:  
 Candidates should submit their applications 
by mail, duly forwarded by the controlling au-
thority by 13 September, 2025. 20 applicants will 
be selected and notified. Candidates have to 
reach the venue by 21 night or early morning of 
22 September by 3 AC train or AC bus.    
 

Travel:  
Participants will be reimbursed for 3 AC train 

fares by the nearest route and incidentals 
(including cab fare from home to the railway sta-
tion and back).  
 

Accommodation:  
Accommodation on a twin-sharing basis will 

be provided at the Institute of Cooperative Man-
agement (ICM) / TSCAB near IIMR in Rajendra 
Nagar.  
 

For further details, please contact:   
 

Dr. B. Gangaiah, Course Director   
Principal Scientist (Agronomy)  
ICAR-Indian Institute of Millets Research   
Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad 500 030  
E mail: gangaiah@millets.res.in /        
bandlagangaih1167@gmail.com   

040-24599330  Mobile: 9531808744  

Dr. C. Tara Satyavathi,  
Director & FAO Project Leader    

ICAR- Indian Institute of Millets Research,  

Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad- 500 030  

E mail: director.millets@gmail.com   

040-24599302  
  

APPLICATION FORM 
 

“Training of trainers (TOT) on Upscaling of Millets Production, 
Value chain, and Entrepreneurship Development  

(22-25 September 2025)”  
 

Name of applicant: 

 

Designation: 
 
Official Address: 

 
Mobile no: 

 
E mail id: 

 
Dealing with which millet crop:  

 
 
 
Date:    Signature of applicant 

 
Forwarded by controlling authority (with signature and 
stamp)  
 
Filled-in applicaƟon may be sent to: gangaiah@millets.res.in 


